
Looking at the picture above you can see why 
Jesus used this metaphor when speaking about 
the life of a Christian. He said that no branch   
can even live, let alone produce leaves and fruit, 
by itself. Cut off from the trunk, a branch is 
dead. Just as a vine’s branches rely on being 
connected to the trunk from which they receive 
their nutrients  to bear fruit, we must be connect-
ed to Jesus for our spiritual life and the ability to 
serve Him effectively. The fruit we produce                  
is that of the Holy Spirit:  “love, joy, peace,               
patience, goodness, kindness, gentleness, faith-
fulness, and self-control” (Galatians 5:22–23). 
Our source of life and spiritual fruit is not in 
ourselves; it comes from the Holy Spirit living             
in us. We can only produce His fruit when we 
are connected to Jesus the Vine.   
 

If we aren’t producing the healthy, Christ-like 
fruit mentioned in Galatians 5, then the                 
question we need to ask ourselves is this:            
“Am I connected to the Vine”? It is one of the 
most beautiful metaphors in Scripture. Jesus is 
the Vine; God is the Vinedresser; and the Holy 
Spirit produces the Fruit! According to John 15, 
it is unthinkable that any branch who is connect-
ed to Christ will fail to produce fruit. So let’s all 
make sure we are connected to the Vine and            
living the fruit-filled life! 
 

In His Grace, Lynda 

 

Our family lived in Sonoma County for ten 
years. Jeff’s first church was in Windsor,                  
California. It was a wonderful ten years too! 
When we first moved there Jeff and I had                 
not found an appreciation for wine. But we             
quickly were introduced to the great wines of                       
Sonoma and Napa Counties, and let’s just say  
we appreciate them now!  
 

The picture above was taken today in front                  
of our new home. We love living out here 
amongst these beautiful vineyards and we                 
have a greater appreciation because of our                  
time in the wine country and with our church 
family, “Vineyard of Faith”. During our time                 
at our church in Sonoma County John 15:5                    
became very tangible for us: “I am the Vine; 
you are the branches. If you remain in Me 
and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart 
from Me you can do  nothing.”  
 

There is something so beautiful and rich about 
a vineyard in the early autumn full of stunning 
plump grapes hanging on their branches soak-
ing up the sun. It is one of the most lush times 
of the year for those that live near vineyards.  
 

A celebration of the fall harvest season, 
‘Crush’, is a feast of colors, from the reds and 
oranges of the leaves changing color to the ripe 
green and purple grapes yearning to be picked. 
The viticulturist has done their job and the wine 
making begins. 


