
isn’t one! Maurice lives all by himself in 
our pond. And that makes me sad.  
 

We all need someone to love us. This is        
the ultimate desire of our heavenly Father’s 
heart. Jesus told His disciples that the      
primary way the world would know they 
were His was by their love for one another 
(John 13:35). If we love Jesus, then we will 
love what He loves, which is people. And  
as we practice loving like He loved, we         
become more like Him.   
 

When I watch Maurice (which isn’t often, 
because he is shy), I find myself thinking 
about loneliness. During this pandemic I 
know that being lonely is a very real prob-
lem we are having in the world. Being  
alone and being lonely are two different 
things. One can be alone without being 
lonely, and one can be lonely in a crowded 
room. Loneliness is, therefore, a state of 
mind, an emotion brought on by feelings           
of separation from other human beings.    
It’s no wonder so many are feeling lonely!  
 

Whatever the cause of loneliness, for the 
Christian, the remedy is always the same; 
the comforting companionship of Jesus 
Christ. And what an amazing comfort to 
know that Jesus loves us unconditionally 
too. When we ask, “How much does Jesus 
love me?” we only need to look at the cross. 
He stretched out His hands and said, “I love 
you this much.” He gave His life to give us 
new life. So in reality, we are never alone. 
We can feel lonely because of are current 
circumstances, but Christ is always with us 
and is always loving us no matter what.  
 

Maybe Maurice’s “Molly” already “floated 
to the heaven’s above” (or wherever musk-
rats go) and he is perfectly happy being a 
skinny muskrat living alone! But what a 
blessing it is to know that we are never            
unloved and never alone and that makes  
me giggle! 

 

In His grace, Lynda 

“It is the Lord who goes before you.                   

He will be with you; He will not leave    

you or forsake you. Do not fear or be                         

dismayed.”  Deuteronomy 31:8 

Meet Maurice! Maurice is a muskrat that 
lives in our pond. For a long time we 
weren’t sure if Maurice was a muskrat    
or a nutria. And while there isn’t a lot of 
difference, I mean, come on, they both are 
‘rats’, we were pleasantly happy when we 
discovered that Maurice was a muskrat!  
 

There is a clear difference in muskrat vs. 
nutria when it comes to size. Muskrats 
weigh about three to four pounds, while 
nutria range from 11 to 22 pounds. Nutria 
also have big ugly orange teeth and are an 
invasive species that are not welcome 
here and they’re just gross!  
 

But a muskrat? Well one can’t help but 
think of love, right?  If you were around 
in the 1970’s, then you know that muskrat 
Susie and muskrat Sam made us all feel 
warm and fuzzy thanks to the Captain and 
Tennille! Google the song “Muskrat 
Love” for a trip down memory lane.  
 

But poor Maurice won’t be doing the     
jitterbug with his “Molly”. Because there   


