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Today’s Schedule

3,640 sundays
70 years

The Whitesburg Cross
The original Whitesburg Drive cross is displayed on 
stage today as a reminder of the 40 years that Mayfair 
worshipped and served our community there. May our 
home forever be in the shadow of the glorious cross of 
Christ - on Bob Wallace Avenue, Whitesburg Drive, Jones 
Valley - and around the world.

“As for me, may I never boast about anything except the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. Because of that cross, my 
interest in this world has been crucified.” Galatians 6:14

Homecoming Lobby Reception

Welcome
Jason Bybee

Worship Through The Decades
Joe Essner

Family Worship
Lee Milam

Message
Gary Bradley

Family Communion
Ray Jones & Ben Morrow

Special Presentation
Looking Back

Looking Forward
Mayfair Shepherds

Benediction

Family Picnic Under The Big Tent

Dismissed For The Day*

Sunday Night Potluck Fellowship
Bob Wallace Avenue - December 1953

Russell M. Bailey
1955-1974
Herbert Crowson
1955-1967
Robert T Smith
1955-1984
Henry C. Jones
1955-1988
Walden B. Smith
1961-1967
W. Ed Addison
1968-1972
Marvis Sanders
1968-1974
Tillman Williams
1965-1978
Larry Wyatt
1965-1972
Bill Harris
1971-1978
Ernest Petty
1972-2008
B.J. Strickland
1973-1993
Clyde Jones
1975-1978
Malcom Rives
1975-2018
John Thomson
1975-1995
Phil Jaco
1985-1990
Ron Wicks
1985-1993
Paul Kelly
1989-2015
Dick Savage
1989-
Hugh Brady
1993-1996

Vernon Keller
1993-2018
Denton Kimbrough
1994-
Joe Hendrix
1994-2015
Bob Rieder
1995-
George Smith
1995-2016
Al Nunley
2002-
Jerry Reynolds
2002-2010
Paul Smith
2002-2013
Kent Pendergrass
2007-2018
Mark Yokely
2007-
Rex Watson
2007-2012
Rodney Steger
2012-
Darryl Wortman
2012-
John Porter
2014-
Terry Davis
2014-2018
Nobie Stone 
2016-
Johnny Johnson
2016-
Dane Richardson
2016-
Jim Flowers
2018-
Jim Smelser
2018-

Mayfair’s Shepherds: A Legacy of Leadership

*there will be no 5:00pm worship tonight. Communion will be available in Room A-104 at 5:00pm for those unable to attend this morning



The 1950’s:  Planting New Roots
“Lift up your eyes, and look to the fields; for they are white to harvest.” – John 4:35
As the 1950’s approached, Central Church of Christ in downtown Huntsville saw the 
need for a new congregation on the south part of town and made plans to plant a new 
church to serve our God. On November 20, 1949, 50 people attended the first service 
at the Mayfair Church of Christ on Bob Wallace Avenue - and the dream began.  By 
the mid-50’s Mayfair had grown and appointed her first elders and deacons.  These 
men of vision foresaw the potential for much greater growth and planned for an 
expansion in the cotton fields on the outskirts of town on Whitesburg Drive. 

The 1960’s:  The Sky Is Not the Limit
“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things 
which God has prepared for those who love Him.” – I Corinthians 2:9
The 60’s were a period of phenomenal growth in Huntsville, as the race to 
put men on the moon reached fever pitch.  The wisdom of the elders on Bob 
Wallace became apparent as Mayfair’s new facility opened in 1960 with 512 
in attendance—10 times the number of people from just 10 years earlier.  As 
social upheaval characterized the 60’s, the eternal truth of God’s word attracted 
searching souls in a world struggling to make sense of unprecedented changes.  
Not content to serve only the rapidly growing local community, Mayfair made 
a commitment to share the blessings from our heavenly Father with multiple 
mission trips to the Northwest.  Those efforts eventually resulted in independent 

congregations in Montana and North Dakota.  Reaching around the world, Mayfair started a missionary effort in Thailand which bore 
much fruit over the following decades.

The 1970’s:  Serving Our Community and Our World
“The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve and to give His life a ransom for many.” – Matt. 20:28
The 1970’s has been labeled “The ‘Me’ Decade,” but Mayfair sought new ways to follow our Lord 
by serving others. The decade marked the beginning of a dynamic youth ministry program.  The 
Mayfair Child Development Center opened to meet the needs of families seeking a pre-school with 
loving teachers and Bible-based instruction. Both of these ministries have grown from humble 
beginnings over 40 years ago and are thriving today. A Family Life Center was built to serve all 
ages in the body of Christ—in every life situation.  Mayfair’s mission focus continued and took 
a dramatic turn with the planting of numerous congregations in South Africa and surrounding 
areas.  This region has been fertile soil for the gospel ever since the effort began, with dozens of 
self-supporting congregations now spread across the region, reaching many souls for the One who 
“gave His life a ransom for many.”

The 1980’s:  The Spirit of Ministry
“For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and 
of self-discipline.” – II Timothy  1:7 
The 1980’s started with a new optimism. For Mayfair, the Spirit led us 
into the courageous dawn of a spiritual life which is all about “ministry.” 
Mayfair’s ministry system was launched which provided a wide variety 
of unique opportunities for our family to grow in service to the Lord, 
fostering both a renewed outreach to the lost and a renewed commitment 
from Mayfair members.  The foundations of this ministry system still 
flourish at Mayfair today.  The Abundant Living television series 
commenced an outreach to the Tennessee Valley which has lasted 40 years.  
Mayfair Towers was built, and has served to provide care for hundreds of 
our elderly population.  Mission trips to Belize were initiated and our 
Scotland missions started.  Youth mission trips became a highlight of the 
summer for our teens, with heartwarming stories flooding back from 
these trips.  Rather than timidity, the Spirit of God enabled us to feel 
empowered, loving, and controlled by a purpose higher than ourselves.

The 1990’s:  A Vision for the Future
“For we walk by faith, and not by sight.” – II Corinthians 5:7
In the 90’s, the world was changing radically. Mayfair reached out into new areas to share the 
love of the Savior. Multiple mission efforts to Amherst, New York resulted in a congregation 
started literally from the ground up with Mayfair teams constructing a new building. Our 
currently blossoming effort in Baja began with a special youth mission trip to the City of 
Children. Towards the end of the decade, the door to Cuba opened for Mayfair. Huntsville 
Inner City ministry became a reality with a church planted in downtown Huntsville. But 
in spite of several building expansions at Whitesburg Drive, it became clear Mayfair’s 
continued growth required a new home. Walking by faith, land was secured and plans 
began to relocate to Jones Valley. So, as the century closed, Mayfair had come full circle; 
born as a church plant in 1949, she planted an inner-city church 50 years later and prepared 

for the new century with plans for groundbreaking at an exciting new location.

The 2000’s:  New Home, Same Mission
“I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many 
trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world.” – John 16:33 
As Mayfair moved over the mountain to a new location, the mission of walking in the 
footsteps of Jesus remained the same since the Bob Wallace days. The Jones Valley campus 
would enable us to reach out in ways never imagined. In a 9/11 decade where fear and 
violence were common, Mayfair stood for hope and peace. A new Latino ministry 
flourished, Disaster Relief teams helped our neighbors in North Alabama as well as those 
all over the U.S. Mayfair’s Vacation Bible School, with an army of volunteers, brought in 
many children and parents looking for a church home. We teamed with Mission Lazarus in 
continuing outreach efforts in Honduras & Haiti, as God blessed us with new opportunities.

The 2010’s:  Love First:  Following Jesus
“We have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and the one who remains in 
love remains in God, and God remains in him.” – I John 4:16 
In this decade, we have sought to love God and let the compassion of Christ live through us. Shanon’s 
House was opened to house families with loved ones being treated in Huntsville Hospital. Our Upward 
Basketball program continues to connect with our community. As anticipated when we moved in, we have 
modified our building several times to empower ministries. We host Bible studies and ministry service 
projects throughout the week, and the campus is designed for growth as needed. Mayfair has retained 
its strong missions focus. Locally, Mission 2820 is an outreach to those in less fortunate situations.  Our 
partnership with the Inner City Church continues with weekly tutoring for children. Our youth learn 
the joy of mission service with age-appropriate mission experiences at Childhaven and Mexico. Mayfair’s 
worldwide efforts have expanded, with World Bible School reaching thousands with the gospel and an 
exciting new effort in the Middle East. Our prayer is that God’s name will continue to be glorified.

The Future:  To God be the Glory
“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, to Him be glory 
in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever.” – Ephesians 3:20 – 21 
It is impossible to capture the breadth and depth of Mayfair’s 70 years of service and list all ministries here. Suffice it to say that we seek to 
encourage all members to use their God-given gifts and abilities to serve their Master in their own unique way. We are not a building or 
programs, but people—trying their best to reflect the transformative light of Jesus Christ as we work together to glorify Him. Because of 
the vision of a handful of God’s faithful people 70 years ago, Mayfair lives on to reach the world with the love of Jesus. 

 70 Years: The Mayfair Story


