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WELCOME

These devotional thoughts are designed to inspire
followers of Jesus Christ to use the four weeks
leading up to Christmas to prepare our hearts and
minds for a deeply meaningful celebration of Christ’s
birth.
These days our society is observing two holidays at
the same time - one quite secular (all about Santa etc.)
and the other very spiritual (focusing on the coming of
Christ). By reading and reflecting on passages from the
Old and New Testaments, along with one Psalm each
week, our goal is to remind ourselves that we really do
need a Savior who thankfully was born in Bethlehem,
and he wants to be born in us today. As you read,
reflect, journal and pray - prepare him room. Lean in.

Author: Pastor Glenn H. Teal has served five Free
Methodist congregations in the course of his 39 years
in pastoral ministry. Originally from Niagara Falls
Ontario, he holds a B.A. from Spring Arbor University
and an M.A. from George Fox Seminary.
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O Come Let Us Adore Him
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HOW TO USE THESE DEVOTIONAL THOUGHTS
Advent is a season of waiting, expecting, and ultimately
celebrating the birth of Jesus. These spiritual exercises
are designed to guide you into a personal
transformative encounter with Christ this Christmas. As
such they are my gift to you to use as suits your
December lifestyle and calendar. Rather than creating
an original reflection for each day, I have focused our
attention on one major theme and three relevant
scripture passages each week.
The MOST important aspect of each day’s reflections
are the scripture readings. Nothing else compares in
impact and authority to God’s Word. Be sure to read
the Old Testament, New Testament and Psalm. Notice
that in the last segment of each week’s devotions titled
More, there are additional optional scriptural references
for those who would like something approaching a daily
devotional.
You can return to the same three scriptures each day
for a week - or divide them up among the days of the
week. The idea is to let these timeless truths soak
deeply into your soul.
Each week’s reflections can also be used along with the
lighting of an advent wreath (four candles in a circle -
beginning with one the first day in week one and then
adding another each week during your times of spiritual
reflection). Or perhaps you may choose another method
of focusing your thoughts on Christ. My intent is to
create a flexible framework through which God’s Spirit
can speak into your life and those with whom you may
choose to share these God moments.
In addition to the scriptures and the space for journaling,
I encourage you to make the experience fun especially
if you are involving your entire family. Sing a carol or
two. Draw, color or use your imagination to make
connections between these stories and your own
personal or family Christmas traditions.
Whatever else you do - please accept the invitation to
come and adore Him born the King of angels. May this
truly be the most wonderful time of the year in ways
you can hardly imagine!
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INTRODUCTION TO ADVENT — THE READINGS
November 26-December 2

Jeremiah 33:14-17                      I John 1:1-4 Psalm 72

The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill
my gracious promise with the people of Israel and
Judah. In those days and at that time, I will raise up a
righteous branch from David’s line, who will do what is
just and right in the land. In those days, Judah will be
saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is what
he will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. The
Lord proclaims: David will always have one of his
descendants sit on the throne of the house of Israel.

Jeremiah 33:14-17 Common English Bible - CEB

We are writing to you about something which has
always existed yet which we ourselves actually saw
and heard: something which we had an opportunity to
observe closely and even to hold in our hands, and yet,
as we know now, was something of the very Word of
life himself! For it was life which appeared before us: we
saw it, we are eye-witnesses of it, and are now writing
to you about it. It was the very life of all ages, the life
that has always existed with the Father, which actually
became visible in person to us mortal men. We repeat,
we really saw and heard what we are now writing to
you about. We want you to be with us in this—in this
fellowship with the Father, and Jesus Christ his Son. We
must write and tell you about it, because the more that
fellowship extends the greater the joy it brings to us
who are already in it.

1 John 1:1-4 Phillips

Let the king’s name last forever.
Let his name endure as long as the sun.
Let all the nations be blessed through him and call

him happy.
18 Bless the Lord God, the God of Israel—

the only one who does wondrous things!
19 Bless God’s glorious name forever;

let his glory fill all the earth!
Amen and Amen!

Psalm 72:17-19 CEB
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ADVENT .00    ANTICIPATING ADVENT
The time is coming… Expectant hearts beat aster. Something
amazing is about to happen. God promised to send Messiah
centuries ago. As we prepare for Advent we reflect on the
truth that God has kept his longtime promise. He always
keeps his promises. Always.
Our Old Testament reading reminds us that God had
promised his people Israel long ago that He would send
Messiah- the righteous branch - to them. In this week’s
reading God says in essence “ Look I’m keeping my
promises to you. I’m sending you a Savior, a Deliverer, the
Righteous One.” The New Testament reading reminds us
that it all really did happen. Jesus was born and lived and
died and there were those who lived to tell the story - eye-
witnesses John calls them. Finally the Psalm - 72 is one of
many “messianic” song-poems that seems to have Jesus
written all over it. (Read the entire Psalm.)
So we begin our journey toward Christmas - Christ’s birth -
by looking back to Old Testament prophecy and New
Testament witness. God said he would - and he did!
Take time to think each day this week, to think deeply about
all the ways God has kept and still keeps His promises to
you.

Each day contemplate the fact that Jesus is a righteous
branch - a living source of growth.

Each day imagine your life as a garden in which God is
growing something beautiful.
Each day Read and reread all of God’s promises contained
in Psalm 72.

Each day use some of the questions in the NOTES section
and the MORE readings to go deeper.

Prayer: Father God - today and all this week I choose to
center my mind on you Lord. Your word tells me that Jesus
is the life-giving Branch of Righteousness. So I grasp ahold
of this branch. Save me Lord! I pray that you will produce
righteous fruit in and through my life. Bring to my mind areas
that I need to show greater growth as I prepare to celebrate
a Christ-centered Christmas. This week Lord touch my soul
with your love. Calm my spirit. Focus my vision. Open my
heart. In Jesus’ name. Amen
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INTRO TO ADVENT — GOING DEEPER

Reflect on the meaning of the various titles used for
Jesus in these passages as they relate to you right now:

Promise Keeper

Righteous Branch

Savior

Word of Life

Wondrous King

What do these titles mean to you today?

What are at least two specific things you need God to
do in your life this week to help you prepare for a
healthier, happier and holier holiday season?

What Christmas songs come to mind when reflecting on
these passages?

Describe what an improved Christmas experience would
look like, feel like, for you this year.

What are three things you are really looking forward to
this Christmas?

Who could you inspire or encourage to share this advent
adventure with you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus as I take the first steps toward
Christmas help me to find a place of peace and
rest. You remind me that Jesus is the light of the world -
so please shine a light into and through my life this
week. If nothing else - help me to feel a holy anticipation
for a Christ-filled holiday this year. Give me the grace to
follow the star to Bethlehem. In Jesus’ name. Amen
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INTRO WEEK — MORE
The Spirit of the Lord God is on me,
because the Lord has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to heal the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives
and freedom to the prisoners;
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor,
and the day of our God’s vengeance;
to comfort all who mourn,
to provide for those who mourn in Zion;
to give them a crown of beauty instead of ashes,
festive oil instead of mourning,
and splendid clothes instead of despair.
And they will be called righteous trees,
planted by the Lord
to glorify him.

Isaiah 61:1-3 Christian Standard Bible

But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son,
born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those
under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship.
Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into
our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” So you are
no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child,
God has made you also an heir.

Galatians 4:4-5

Hear me, Lord, when I call to you!
Be merciful and answer me!

When you said, “Come worship me,”
I answered, “I will come, Lord.”

Don't hide yourself from me!
Don't be angry with me;

don't turn your servant away.
You have been my help;

don't leave me, don't abandon me,
O God, my savior.

My father and mother may abandon me,
but the Lord will take care of me.

Psalm 27:7-10 Good News Translation

You Tube Video:   An Introduction to Advent—Lisa
Igram, BIOLA University
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ADVENT WEEK ONE — THE READINGS
Isaiah 40:1-5                           John 1:1-5                         Psalm 24:7-10

“Comfort, comfort my people,”
says your God. “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and announce to her that her time of forced labor is over,
her iniquity has been pardoned, and she has received from
the Lord’s hand
double for all her sins.”
A voice of one crying out: Prepare the way of the Lord in
the wilderness;
make a straight highway for our God in the desert.
Every valley will be lifted up, and every mountain and hill
will be leveled;
the uneven ground will become smooth and the rough
places, a plain.
And the glory of the Lord will appear, and all humanity
together will see it,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

Isaiah 40:1-5 Christian Standard Bible (CSB)

The Word was first,
the Word present to God,

God present to the Word.
The Word was God,

in readiness for God from day one.
Everything was created through him;

nothing—not one thing!—
came into being without him.

What came into existence was Life,
and the Life was Light to live by.

The Life-Light blazed out of the darkness;
the darkness couldn’t put it out.

John 1:1-5 The Message (MSG)

Open up, ancient gates! Open up, ancient doors,
and let the King of glory enter.

Who is the King of glory?
The Lord, strong and mighty;
the Lord, invincible in battle.

Open up, ancient gates! Open up, ancient doors,
and let the King of glory enter.

Who is the King of glory?
The Lord of Heaven’s Armies—he is the King of glory.

Psalm 24:7-10 New Living Translation (NLT)
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ADVENT .01     SO IT BEGINS...
Comfort my people. . . Interesting thought isn’t
it? Christmas is supposed to bring comfort and not
chaos. So how do we get there? To the comforting
place.
First we read each of this week’s scripture readings,
which urge us to prepare for the arrival of Messiah. They
tell us to clear the way. Straighten out the crooked
roads. Smooth out the rough spots. Pretty sure that’s
how we get to the comfort and avoid the chaos.
How cool would it be if right here this week we could
clear out some of the junk that gets in the way of God’s
work in our lives? Each day as we read these passages
over and over - invite the Holy Spirit to show you
anything and everything that needs straightening and
smoothing out. Confess your sins. Receive fresh
forgiveness. Seek deep change.
Let go of Anger. Impatience. Self-centeredness and
anything else God brings to mind…
Take time to examine the pace of your life these
days. Adjust where needed!
Each day read and reread Psalm 24 and think about it as
an introduction to Jesus. How cool is that?
The Message brings fresh ideas and imagery to the first
chapter of John. Read it out loud several times this
week.

Said the shepherd boy to the mighty king,
Do you know what I know
In your palace warm, mighty king,
Do you know what I know
A Child, a Child shivers in the cold
Let us bring Him silver and gold
Let us bring Him silver and gold
Said the king to the people everywhere,
Listen to what I say
Pray for peace, people everywhere!
Listen to what I say
The Child, the Child, sleeping in the night
He will bring us goodness and light
He will bring us goodness and light
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ADVENT WEEK ONE — GOING DEEPER

What comforting and tender things do you need to hear
from God these days? Something about the pardoning
of your sins?

If you were on a journey toward Christmas - how

from being completely open to the glory of God?
Too much - Too fast - Too distracting

Every day make it a point to invite Jesus into your
everyday moments this week. Try to minimize the
distance between sacred and secular in your life. Your
day to day life is all His.

What are a few favorite Christmas memories, places,
old photos that get you in the mood for a spiritually
focused Christmas?

Each day look for a poem, children’s book or song that
would lift your spirits and open you up to God. Smile!

Each day find someone to bless, encourage,
complement or help in a practical way. Do it!

Prayer: Lord Jesus I can feel the anticipation for
Christmas is growing. Some of the excitement is great
but sometimes it gets a bit overdone. So Lord help me
to prepare my heart to find a more measured pace and
some sacred space. May this week help me to fashion
an inner place where you can be born anew - in me. I
know I cannot do this by myself, in my own strength -
but by your grace I believe the rough and ragged
roadways of my life can and will be smoothed
out. Show me how Lord. In Jesus’ name. Amen



12

ADVENT WEEK ONE — MORE READING & RESOURCES

“Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.

See, darkness covers the earth
and thick darkness is over the peoples,

but the Lord rises upon you
and his glory appears over you.

Nations will come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

Isaiah 60:1-3

The Life-Light was the real thing:
Every person entering Life
he brings into Light.

He was in the world, the world was there through him,
and yet the world didn’t even notice.

...The Word became flesh and blood,
and moved into the neighborhood.

We saw the glory with our own eyes,
the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son,

Generous inside and out, true from start to finish
John 1:9-10,14 MSG

The Lord is my light and my salvation;
I will fear no one.

The Lord protects me from all danger;
I will never be afraid.

When evil people attack me and try to kill me,
they stumble and fall.

Even if a whole army surrounds me,
I will not be afraid;

even if enemies attack me,
I will still trust God.

I have asked the Lord for one thing;
one thing only do I want:

to live in the Lord's house all my life,
to marvel there at his goodness,
and to ask for his guidance.

Psalm 27:1-4 GNT

YouTube: Check out - Ann Voskamp Advent 01. Hope.
{The Greatest Gift}
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ADVENT WEEK TWO — THE READINGS
Micah 5:2-5a                         Matthew 1: 18-23                        Psalm 25:8-12

As for you, Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
though you are the least significant of Judah’s forces,
one who is to be a ruler in Israel on my behalf will come

out from you.
His origin is from remote times, from ancient days.

Therefore, he will give them up until the time when she
who is in labor gives birth.

The rest of his kin will return to the people of Israel.
He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the
Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
They will dwell secure, because he will surely become

great throughout the earth;
he will become one of peace. Micah 5:2-5a CEB

Now the birth of Jesus Christ happened this way. While his
mother Mary was engaged to Joseph, but before they
came together, she was found to be pregnant through the
Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph, her husband to be, was a
righteous man, and because he did not want to disgrace
her, he intended to divorce her privately. 20 When he had
contemplated this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in
a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid
to take Mary as your wife, because the child conceived in
her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son
and you will name him Jesus, because he will save his
people from their sins.” 22 This all happened so that what
was spoken by the Lord through the prophet would be
fulfilled: 23 “Look! The virgin will conceive and give birth to
a son, and they will name him Emmanuel,” which means
“God with us.”

Matthew 1:18-23 New English Translation (NET)
Good and upright is the Lord;

therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
He leads the humble in what is right,

and teaches the humble his way.
All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and
faithfulness,

for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.
For your name’s sake, O Lord,

pardon my guilt, for it is great.
Who are they that fear the Lord?

He will teach them the way that they should choose.
Psalm 25:8-12 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
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ADVENT .02 FEELING MY WAY FORWARD...

Now it gets real. This week we’re reading passages
about Bethlehem, Mary & Joseph and Emmanuel. If
only we could read them for the first time - again. We
know that among all the details of the Christmas story
lies this amazing miraculous invasion of Planet Earth by
God himself. We live on a visited Planet! So this week
our challenge is to see the wonder in it all. Each day as
we read these scriptures over and over again - invite
the Lord to speak something fresh into your spirit. Take
a bit more time to listen.

God chose little old out-of-the-way Bethlehem as the
birthplace of Jesus. Today, Bethlehem is still not very
big and sadly it sits on the occupied West Bank, a
contemporary symbol of our violence and
oppression. But apparently God cares about the
seemingly insignificant places on the map. So maybe
he cares about the seemingly minor moments and
events in your life. In fact maybe everything that really
matters to us matters to him.

So together this week - let’s remember to invite Jesus
into every moment, every encounter, every
conversation as we prepare to welcome Jesus
afresh. Could be amazing!

MAY GOD’S GRACIOUS PRESENCE wrap
around and protect you.
May the promise of the holy Christ child
forever rest in the curve of your life.
May the sweet, fearless song of the Holy Spirit
sing you to sleep
and waken you in Advent dawns.
May you, and those you love and serve,
expect the good news,
Immanuel, God-With-Us.
Amen.

- Pamela C. Hawkins
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ADVENT WEEK TWO — GOING DEEPER

journey - but we are only halfway to our
destination. So it’s time to turn up the intensity - not to

Each day this week , create a special sacred
space and place to meet God.

Maybe light a candle - sing a song - post something
uplifting on FaceBook or Twitter.

Why not spend some time thinking more about Joseph
and his role in the birth and life of Jesus? Apparently he
gave the baby his name, taught him his trade, protected
and provided for the child’s mother. Is there anything
here that God is trying to teach you?

Each day read and reread the entire Psalm 25 reflecting
on what it has to say about Jesus. Pray this Psalm over
your own life.

Read Matthew 1:18-25 and put yourself in Joseph’s
shoes.

Do you know someone who serves in a quiet out-of-
the-way position (as Joseph did)?
How could you bless and encourage them - today?

What is something fun you could do today to help you
(and your family) feel greater anticipation for a Christ-
centered Christmas?

Prayer: Father God help me to know that even when I
feel insignificant - to You I am not. Lord help me see
you in everything I say and do. May my life be a
Bethlehem where you are welcome. I invite you to do
some holy holiday redecorating in my soul this week.
Reshape my attitude. Brighten up my faith. Do whatever
pleases You even if it hurts.
In Jesus’ name. Amen
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ADVENT WEEK TWO—MORE READINGS & RESOURCES

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed,
for his compassions never fail.

They are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.

I say to myself, “The Lord is my portion;
therefore I will wait for him.”

The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him,
to the one who seeks him;

it is good to wait quietly
for the salvation of the Lord.

Lamentations 3:22-26 NIV

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the
hill country of Judea,40 where she entered Zechariah’s
home and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard
Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice
she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the child you will bear! 43 But why am I so
favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?
44 As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my
ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is
she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his
promises to her!” Luke 1:39-45 NIV

I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits,
and in his word I put my hope.

I wait for the Lord
more than watchmen wait for the morning,
more than watchmen wait for the morning.

Israel, put your hope in the Lord,
for with the Lord is unfailing love
and with him is full redemption.

He himself will redeem Israel
from all their sins. Psalm 130:5-8 NIV

You Tube: Ann Voskamp Advent 02.Peace.{The
Greatest Gift}
YouVersion: Advent Devotions—various authors
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ADVENT WEEK THREE — THE READINGS

Isaiah 9:2-7                               Luke 1:26-38                              Psalm 98

The people walking in darkness
have seen a great light;

on those living in the land of deep darkness
a light has dawned.

You have enlarged the nation
and increased their joy;

they rejoice before you
as people rejoice at the harvest,

as warriors rejoice
when dividing the plunder.

For as in the day of Midian’s defeat,
you have shattered

the yoke that burdens them,
the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor.

Every warrior’s boot used in battle
and every garment rolled in blood

will be destined for burning,
will be fuel for the fire.

For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Of the greatness of his government and peace
there will be no end.

He will reign on David’s throne
and over his kingdom,

establishing and upholding it
with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever.

The zeal of the Lord Almighty
will accomplish this.

Isaiah 9:2-7 NIV
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And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and
prophesied, saying,

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has visited and redeemed his people

and has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David,

as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
that we should be saved from our enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us;

to show the mercy promised to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant,

the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us
that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,

might serve him without fear,
in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,

to give knowledge of salvation to his people
in the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy

of our God,
whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high

to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of
death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

Luke 1:67-79 ESV

Sing to the Lord a new song
because he has done wonderful things!

His own strong hand and his own holy arm have won the victory!
The Lord has made his salvation widely known;

he has revealed his righteousness in the eyes of all the
nations.

God has remembered his loyal love
and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
every corner of the earth has seen our God’s salvation.

Shout triumphantly to the Lord, all the earth!
Be happy! Rejoice out loud! Sing your praises!

Sing your praises to the Lord with the lyre—
with the lyre and the sound of music.

With trumpets and a horn blast,
shout triumphantly before the Lord, the king!

Let the sea and everything in it roar;
the world and all its inhabitants too.

Let all the rivers clap their hands;
let the mountains rejoice out loud altogether 9 before the

Lord
because he is coming to establish justice on the earth!

He will establish justice in the world rightly;
he will establish justice among all people fairly.

Psalm 98 Common English Bible (CEB)
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ADVENT .03 ANTICIPATING BETHLEHEM...
This week we need to stay steady and press on. The

discipline for us to stay strong. But then again things
continue to get more and more exciting as we get closer
and closer to Christmas. Isaiah reminds us that without
Jesus the world is dark. Darkness can even rear its ugly
head at Christmas.

Selfishness and greed are certainly at the top of the list
when it comes to facing the dark side of Christmas. So
somehow this Christmas we need God’s help to value
compassion over consumption. Thinking about good old
Zechariah and how surprised he was by Gabriel’s
unexpected visit reminds me that our God still surprises us
at times. Moments of sheer joy. Unexpected blessings still
pop up even in the middle of the busiest days.

This week let’s look for the God moments. Write some
down so you don’t forget them. And as the Lord leads
why not create some pleasant surprises for people around
you.
work. Give your everyday world a little taste of Bethlehem.

In the little village of Bethlehem,
There lay a Child one day;
And the sky was bright with a holy light
Over the place where Jesus lay.

'Twas a humble birthplace,
But O how much God gave to us that day,
From the manger bed what a path has led,
What a perfect, holy way.

Alleluia! O how the angels sang.
Alleluia! How it rang!
And the sky was bright with a holy light
'Twas the birthday of a King.

ADVENT WEEK THREE - GOING DEEPER
PRAYER: Dear Lord Jesus help me to see you in the
everyday - every day. Remind me of these powerful
scripture passages when I least expect it. Help me to feel
like singing that new song this week’s Psalm refers
to. Remind me of the many blessings you have brought
into our world and into my life. And even more importantly
Lord, help me to share the song of your love at home and
at work. In the way I treat others this week, may they see
Jesus. In your name I pray - Amen.



20

ADVENT WEEK THREE — MORE READINGS & RESOURCES

Do not remember the former things, nor consider the things
of old.
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you
not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.
...for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people, the people whom I
formed for myself
so that they might declare my praise.

Isaiah 43:18-21 NRSV

And Mary said:
“My soul glorifies the Lord

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has been mindful

of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed,

for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
holy is his name.

His mercy extends to those who fear him,
from generation to generation.

Luke 1:46-55 NIV

I have found David my servant;
with my sacred oil I have anointed him.

My hand will sustain him;
surely my arm will strengthen him.

The enemy will not get the better of him;
the wicked will not oppress him.

I will crush his foes before him
and strike down his adversaries.

My faithful love will be with him,
as long as the heavens endure.

Psalm 89:20-24 NIV

YouTube: Ann Voskamp Advent 03. Joy
YouVersion: Advent Devotions - Various Authors
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ADVENT WEEK FOUR — THE READINGS

Isaiah 11:1-5                                   Luke 1:29-38                       Psalm 80:1-7

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.

2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—
the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and of might,
the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord—

3 and he will delight in the fear of the Lord.
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,

or decide by what he hears with his ears;
4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy,

with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;

with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.
5 Righteousness will be his belt

and faithfulness the sash around his waist.
Isaiah 11:1-5 NIV

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the an-
gel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in Galilee, to a virgin named
Mary. She was engaged to be married to a man named Jo-
seph, a descendant of King David. Gabriel appeared to her
and said, “Greeting favored woman! The Lord is with you!”
Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel
could mean. “Don’t be afraid, Mary,” the angel told her, “for
you have found favor with God! You will conceive and give
birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be very
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord
God will give him the throne of his ancestor David. And he
will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!”
Mary asked the angel, “But how can this happen? I am a vir-
gin.” The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the
baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called the Son of
God. What’s more, your relative Elizabeth has become preg-
nant in her old age! People used to say she was barren, but
she has conceived a son and is now in her sixth month. For
the word of God will never fail.” Mary responded, “I am the
Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me come
true.” And then the angel left her.

Luke 1:26-38 NLT
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Listen, Shepherd, Israel’s Shepherd—
get all your Joseph sheep together.

Throw beams of light
from your dazzling throne

So Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh
can see where they’re going.

Get out of bed—you’ve slept long enough!
Come on the run before it’s too late.

God, come back!
Smile your blessing smile:
That will be our salvation.

God, God-of-the-Angel-Armies,
how long will you smolder like a sleeping volcano
while your people call for fire and brimstone?

You put us on a diet of tears,
bucket after bucket of salty tears to drink.

You make us look ridiculous to our friends;
our enemies poke fun day after day.

God-of-the-Angel-Armies, come back!
Smile your blessing smile:

That will be our salvation.
Psalm 80:1-7 MSG
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ADVENT .04       WELCOME TO OUR WORLD

Like you - I love the timeless songs of the season. There
is nothing quite like listening to or singing O Holy Night or
Away in a Manger. But I also appreciate some of the
new Christmas music. I particularly like Chris Rice’s
profound “Welcome to our World.”

Tears are falling - Hearts are breaking
How we need to hear from God
You've been promised - we've been waiting
Welcome Holy Child - welcome Holy Child

Bring your peace into our violence
Bid our hungry souls be filled
Word now breaking heaven's silence
Welcome to our world - welcome to our world

Fragile finger sent to heal us
Tender brow prepared for thorn
Tiny heart whose blood will save us
Unto us is born - unto us is born

So wrap our injured flesh around you
Breathe our air and walk our sod
Rob our sin and make us holy
Perfect Son of God - Perfect Son of God
Welcome to our World.

Wow! Just think about that. Baby born to save us. This is
the majesty and mystery of Christmas. This week every
day - just let that sink in.

Prayer:
Lord Jesus I am so inspired by your mother’s response to
the angel’s message. I am your servant Lord - and I too
pray that you will do in me and through me - the thing
that will bring you greatest honor and glory. Even if it is
hard.
turns out for the best. Remind me that it did for a young
teenage Mom who just said Yes. Yes Lord that’s my
prayer too. In your holy name I pray. Amen.
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ADVENT WEEK FOUR - MORE READINGS & RESOURCES
Isiah 43:18-21                        Luke 2:15-20                       Psalm 146: 7-10

“Forget the former things;
do not dwell on the past.

See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?

I am making a way in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland.

The wild animals honor me,
the jackals and the owls,

because I provide water in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland,

to give drink to my people, my chosen,
the people I formed for myself
that they may proclaim my praise.

Isaiah 43:18-21 NIV

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told
us about.”
and the baby, who was lying in the manger. When they
had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had
been told them about this child, and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary
treasured up all these things and pondered them in her
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just
as they had been told.

Luke 2:15-20 NIV

The Lord sets prisoners free,
the Lord gives sight to the blind,

the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down,
the Lord loves the righteous.

The Lord watches over the foreigner
and sustains the fatherless and the widow,
but he frustrates the ways of the wicked.

The Lord reigns forever,
your God, O Zion, for all generations.

Praise the Lord.
Psalm 146:7-10 NIV
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CHRISTMAS WEEK — THE READINGS:
Isaiah 7:13-14                               Luke 2:1-14                                 Psalm 96
All right then, the Lord himself will give you the sign. Look! The
virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son and will call
him Immanuel (which means ‘God is with us’). By the time this
child is old enough to choose what is right and reject what is
wrong, he will be eating yogurt and honey.

Isaiah 7:13-14 New Living Translation
In those days Caesar Augustus declared that everyone
throughout the empire should be enrolled in the tax lists. This first
enrollment occurred when Quirinius governed Syria. Everyone
went to their own cities to be enrolled. Since Joseph belonged to
David’s house and family line, he went up from the city of
Nazareth in Galilee to David’s city, called Bethlehem, in Judea. He
went to be enrolled together with Mary, who was promised to
him in marriage and who was pregnant. While they were there,
the time came for Mary to have her baby. She gave birth to her
firstborn child, a son, wrapped him snugly, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the
guestroom. Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding
their sheep at night. The Lord’s angel stood before them, the
Lord’s glory shone around them, and they were terrified. The
angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—
wonderful, joyous news for all people. Your savior is born today
in David’s city. He is Christ the Lord. This is a sign for you: you will
find a newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in a manger.”
Suddenly a great assembly of the heavenly forces was with the
angel praising God. They said, “Glory to God in heaven, and on
earth peace among those whom he favors.” Luke 2:1-14 CEB
Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.
Sing to the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day
after day. Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous
deeds among all peoples. For great is the Lord and most
worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. For all the
gods of the nations are idols, but the Lord made the heavens.
Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and glory
are in his sanctuary. Ascribe to the Lord, all you families of
nations, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. Ascribe to the

courts. Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness; tremble
before him, all the earth. Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns.”
Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound,
and all that is in it. Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in
them; let all the trees of the forest sing for joy. Let all creation
rejoice before the Lord, for he comes, he comes to judge the
earth. He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in
his faithfulness. Psalm 96 NIV
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ADVENT .05     HE HAS ARRIVED…

The ancient tradition is to begin the season called
Christmas on Christmas Day. For the next twelve days
Christ-followers were challenged to find meaning and
motivation for the coming year by reflecting on everything
God has done in Christ. Not only was a baby born to be
Messiah - a Savior was born to save and change the
world - one life at a time.

So this week - Christmas week - remember that we are
not done celebrating just because the presents have been
open and the feast has been consumed. In fact the days
following Christmas may actually give us a bit more space
and time to quiet our crazily spinning inner worlds long
enough to reflect on all God has done and is yet to do.

What would it look like if the coming year was the one in
which you grew the most spiritually? How could that
happen for you and the people you love most? Sit quietly
before the Lord with that question and listen for His
answer.

How silently how silently the wondrous gift is given
So God imparts to human hearts the blessing of his heaven.

No ear may hear his coming yet in this world of sin
Where meek souls will receive him still

The dear Christ enters in.
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CHRISTMAS WEEK — GOING DEEPER

The word of God, Jesus Christ, on account of his great love
for mankind, became what we are in order to make us
what he is himself.

-- Irenaeus, Adversus Haereses

Incarnation is God's promise to be a committed participant
with us in our living, our imagining, our dreaming, and our
yearning.

-- W. Paul Jones, Teaching the Dead Bird to Sing

God did not send Christ to us; God came to us in Christ.
-- Don S. Skinner, Passage Through Sacred History

Infant holy, infant lowly,
for his bed a cattle stall
Oxen lowing, little knowing
Christ, the babe, came for us all.
Swift are winging angels singing,
noels ringing, tidings bringing;
Christ, the babe, came for us all.

Flocks were sleeping: shepherds keeping
vigil till the morning new
Saw the glory, heard the story,
Tidings of a gospel true.
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow,
Praises voicing, greet tomorrow:
Christ, the babe, was born for you.
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