
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 22, 2020 
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St. Mark’s Church 

Barrington Hills, Illinois 
Peaceful, Spiritual, Inclusive 

Inspiring people to be disciples of Christ. 

 

 



St. Mark’s 
 

St. Mark’s seeks to be a contemplative church in an anxious world. 
 
Our services aspire to have a contemplative feel as we weave the three essential elements of 
contemplative prayer into each service: silence, stillness and simplicity. This does not mean an 
absence of noise or movement but an invitation to explore the interior silence of your own being, 
resting in the One who loves and redeems you. 
 
During silent pauses consider being attentive in this way: Try using the ancient tradition of 
reciting the Jesus Prayer: “Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on me.” Breathe in the phrase “Lord 
Jesus Christ.” Breathe out the phrase “have mercy on me.” Continue in this way during the times 
of silence and throughout your day. The early desert mothers and fathers “prayed without ceasing” 
meditating on this phrase throughout their days. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WELCOME 
 

Rend your hearts and not your garments. Return to the Lord your God, for he is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and repents 
of evil. (Joel 2:13) 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our 
heavenly Father, to set forth his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for 
ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and 
our salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship 
him, let us kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, 
that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 
Amen. 

 
KYRIE  



 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

 

 

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 
 
O Lord, open our lips 
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise 
 

 
 

PSALM 23 
 

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
   He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters; 
   he restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths 
   for his name’s sake. 
 
 



Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
   I fear no evil; 
for you are with me; 
   your rod and your staff— 
   they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me 
   in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
   my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
   all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
   my whole life long. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: Come let us adore him. 

 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 
 
 



The Holy Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ according to John                      9:1-41 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked 
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind 
so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of 
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As 
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, 
he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on 
the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which 
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The 
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is 
this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” 
Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am 
the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He 
answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to 
me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my 
sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it 
was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the 
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to 
them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the 
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the 
sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such 
signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What do 
you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight 
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked 
them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now 
see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was 
born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know 
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His 



parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had 
already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be 
put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said 
to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He 
answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that 
though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? 
How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, 
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also 
want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his 
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to 
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man 
answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes 
from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to 
sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never 
since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a 
person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 
They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to 
teach us?” And they drove him out. 

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, 
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell 
me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and 
the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he 
worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those 
who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” Some of 
the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, 
are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But 
now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you Lord Christ. 

 



SERMON – Jason Engel 

 

THE SONG OF ZECHARIAH    Benedictus Dominus Deus (Luke 1: 68-79) 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;  
    he has come to his people and set them free. 
He has raised up for us a mighty savior,  
    born of the house of his servant David. 
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 
that he would save us from our enemies,  
    from the hands of all who hate us. 
He promised to show mercy to our fathers  
    and to remember his holy covenant. 
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham,  
    to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
Free to worship him without fear,  
    holy and righteous in his sight 
    all the days of our life. 
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,  
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
To give his people knowledge of salvation  
    by the forgiveness of their sins. 
In the tender compassion of our God  
    the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the 
                             shadow of death,  
    and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

 

 



THE APOSTLES' CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; I believe 
in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of 
the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On 
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

THE PRAYERS 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

 

Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
And grant us your salvation. 
Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
Let your people sing with joy. 
Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
For only in you can we live in safety. 



Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
Let your way be known upon earth; 
Your saving health among all nations. 
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
The Lord is with you, 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. 

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be 
the true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he 
may live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
A COLLECT FOR THE RENEWAL OF LIFE 

O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the 
shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our 
hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having 
done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes, 
rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 



THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you 
humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all 
whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all 
the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, 
and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your 
mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your 
service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our 
days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 

 
Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to deny yourselves, take up your cross, 
and follow him; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. David A. Gibbons  

dgibbons.stmarks@gmail.com 

  

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

337 Ridge Rd 

Barrington Hills, IL 60010 

Stmarks337@gmail.com 

 
Website: www.st-markschurch.org 

Facebook: @stmarksepiscopal60010 
Instagram: st.markschurch 

The Book of Common Prayer can be accessed online at 

https://www.bcponline.org/ or you can buy a copy through your online 
bookseller.  I will lead us through prayers available in the prayer book in 

the next few weeks 
The National Cathedral is also streaming its live Sunday morning 

worship, and you can find more information at: 
https://cathedral.org/coronavirus/ 

The Cathedral Church of St James, Chicago is also streaming its Sunday 

Service and Bishop Jeff Lee will be involved.  You can find more 
information at: https://www.saintjamescathedral.org/ 
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