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At Faith Church we believe that if we want to grow in Christ-likeness, one of our 
priorities must be prayer. Prayer is having a conversation with God. Just like our 
everyday conversations with family and friends, prayer involves talking to God and 
listening to Him. In order to help us grow in prayer, your pastors have designed a 
sermon series and a 40-day devotional. The sermons and devotions look at the 
prayers of people in the Bible, and then apply those prayers to our lives today. 

We have a lot to learn from those “prayer warriors” who have gone before us. When 
we look at the lives of people in the Bible, it is important to remember that they were 
just people like us. They didn’t have an extra connection to God. [In fact, Christians 
have the Holy Spirit of God living inside of them which the Old Testament believers 
did not.] Remember, we are looking at are real prayers by real people with real 
struggles and real faith in God.

We have designed this devotional to be helpful to all types of people. Some people 
enjoy jotting down notes. Others enjoy doodling. Still others would rather just put 
into practice the things they have learned. Every devotional has a scripture passage 
to read, a short reflection by one of your pastors, and some questions to ponder. At 
the bottom of the page feel free to jot down notes, thoughts, or doodles. We want 
this devotional to help you. Make it your own.

Finally, remember that reading through this devotional won’t make you a better 
person of prayer. Our hope is that God will use this devotional to help you grow in 
prayer. We all want to grow in prayer, including your pastors! Be faithful. If you miss 
a day, that is okay. You can set a goal to read for 40 days straight or 5 days a week 
for 8 weeks. We only ask that you read prayerfully. Ask God to help you learn from 
the prayers of people in the Bible. Ask God to help you learn how to communicate 
with Him better.

God bless you. We hope that you grow as a follower of Jesus and that this 40-day 
devotional helps you in that.

Your pastors,
Mike Sager
Shane Burns
Scott Owens
Jonathan Poindexter
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Biblical Conversations With God

INTRODUCTION





DAY 1

Biblical Conversations with God

DAY 1
Abraham | Haggling For A Sinful City

Read Genesis 18:16-33

The relationship that God and Abraham share is pretty special. In the New 
Testament Abraham is called a “friend of God” (James 2:23). God is transparent with 
Abraham about what His plans are for two cities in the area where Abraham lived. 
There was so much sin that God decided to wipe out the cities. Sometimes I look 
at a passage like this and think, “How could God just decide to blot a city off the 
map?” But maybe I should be asking, “What would God be like if He paid no mind 
to sin?” Abraham knows that God is holy and that sin is the opposite of holiness. 
But Abraham wonders if there might be some godly people in Sodom, and he 
asks God, “Will you destroy righteous people with the wicked people?” God not 
only listens, but he accepts Abraham’s idea: God will spare the city if 50 righteous 
people are found in it. Abraham haggles God down to 10 people. I bet Abraham 
was really good at getting the best deals in the market! 

This story gives us a side of intercession (praying for others) that we don’t often 
think about. It shows us that it is okay to ask God to change His mind. Abraham 
never demands. In fact, he is very respectful, but he does ask God to reconsider. 
You and I have situations and people in our lives that deserve God’s judgment. This 
passage shows us sometimes our prayer can ask God to hold back. We may know 
that our family members who are not following God really need a “wake up call,” 
but we can ask God to make that “wake up call” less severe. Perhaps a more direct 
application from this passage would be to pray that God would bring revival to our 
nation even though we deserve His judgment. 

Questions: 
1. Why do you think God allows Abraham to “talk Him down” from 50 to 45 to 40 to 
30 to 20 to 10 people?

2. What are some of the sins of our nation?

3. Pray for our nation, our community, and those in your life who are living in sin.



DAY  2

P E O P L E  O F  P R A Y E R

DAY 2
Miriam | Praise for God’s Protection and Provision

Read Exodus 15:19-21

Most of us are familiar with the story of Moses parting the Red Sea so that the 
Israelites could cross on dry ground while fleeing the Egyptians. Here we come to 
God’s people responding to Him for that miraculous intervention and protection. 

Try to imagine the highly emotional sequence they had experienced. First there 
was an enormous sense of fear as they were pursued by the mighty Egyptian 
horde. That was followed by an even greater sense of fear (of the Lord) as they 
saw and walked through the walls of water of the parted sea. Finally there was 
the tremendous sense of relief and joy as God brought the Israelites to victory by 
closing those waters on top of the pursuing army.

The expression of praise from God’s people was represented in Moses’ song (v.1-18). 
In addition, there is the brief account of Miriam’s response (v.19-21). The sister of 
Aaron, referred to here as “prophetess” (one who proclaims God’s truth), led other 
women in verbal, musical, and physical expressions of praise and thanksgiving. 

Questions:
1. What was it about God that Miriam was proclaiming in her response of praise? 

2. Which of His attributes did He reveal through the rescue of the Israelites from 
the Egyptians?

3. Have you ever spontaneously responded in song to our mighty God? What might 
it take to lead you to actually dance for joy in God’s presence?

4. Pick an attribute of God that you especially appreciate. Take some time to sing 
one of your favorite praise choruses or hymn verses that highlights that trait.  If you 
are able, you might even enjoy expressing your praise in dance or in some other 
physical way.  (Simply raising your hands in praise and/or thanksgiving could be a 
great way to recognize and respond to His faithfulness.)



DAY 3

Biblical Conversations with God

DAY 3
Deborah | A Confident Follower

Read Judges 5

The book of Judges is about people that sat in judgment over the nation of Israel 
when they had no kings (before Saul and David). They were not perfect people 
(read about Samson if you want confirmation on that), but they were given this 
position by God. Deborah was amazingly strong and is a great example of a woman 
of God because she followed God boldly. She was confident in her wise words from 
the Lord (see Judges 4), and she was quick to give God all the glory and praise. 

Many times we pray to God with a broken and contrite heart, and that is amazing. 
Sometimes we feel like we need to come to God with solemn words, when a shout 
of joy is what our heart wants. Judges 5 is a song of praise and prayer which testifies 
that God is not just good but great in power. “The mountains quaked before the 
Lord.” (v.5) Sometimes we don’t have a solemn spirit in our heart, but a shout of joy, 
and we need to sing it out. What are the good things that God has done and how 
can we worship Him today with shouts of joy?

Questions: 
1. When is the last time you spent some time in prayer to shout God’s glory and sing 
His praises?

2. Is there a verse or a part of this passage that specifically speaks joy and resounds 
in your spirit?

3. Spend some time in prayer, thanking God for what He has done. Not just thanking 
Him that He is good and is good to us, but that He is great and can do more then 
we can imagine.



DAY  4

P E O P L E  O F  P R A Y E R

DAY 4
Samson | A Redemptive Ending

Read Judges 16:23-31

I love the final battle in Return of the Jedi. The battle was not decided by the best 
force, the greatest strategy, or the biggest will to win. The battle was a spiritual 
battle. It was the pull of the Dark and Light Sides over the hearts of Luke and Darth 
Vader. In the end, the cries of the son released Darth Vader from the pull of the 
Dark Side, and he destroyed the emperor in an act that ended up killing Darth 
Vader also. This is called a redemptive death. The dying act redeemed the antihero, 
which brought him back toward the good side, and made up for his former sins. 
Our passage today has a similar story arc to Darth Vader’s and to Israel’s story.

Before he was born, Samson was chosen by God to do incredible things (Judges 
13).  He was given incredible strength to accomplish these things, as long as he 
kept the Nazarite Vow, which included not cutting his hair. Samson disregarded 
his calling and chose evil time and time again. He was driven by lust and anger to 
make horrible decisions until finally, he gave away his strength, succumbing to the 
temptation of Delilah (v.16:1-22). Yet God gave him a redeeming death. In his death 
he defeated more of the enemies of Israel than he did in his life.

Jesus died our redeeming death. He took on all our sins and credits us with His 
goodness. We do not need to perform a dramatic act to set right what we have 
done wrong. All we need to do is pray and accept Christ’s offer of redemption.

Questions:
1. What would you have prayed for if you were in Samson’s sandals?

2. What sins do you need to be redeemed from?    

3. Take some time to confess your sins to God. Then meditate on the promise of 
redemption in 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”



DAY 5

Biblical Conversations with God

DAY 5
Job | A Promise To Be Quiet

Read Job 38-42:6

The book of Job describes a righteous and gracious man who was personally and 
viciously attacked by Satan. Job suffered as few people do. Job asked God, “Why?” 
God never directly answers Job’s question. Instead He asks a number of questions 
of Job (38-39). In response, Job tells God he will be quiet. Job puts his hand over 
his mouth and stops talking. He is done with questions. He is done asking “Why?”

God challenges Job as He reminds him of who He is, what He has done, and what 
He can do. Job’s conversation with God ends with his repentance and affirmation 
of confidence in God’s ability and integrity.

Questions:
1. What do you think it was about God’s questions for Job (38-39) that helped Job 
to see his own “smallness” before God? (v.40:4)

2. Is there anything in your life or in the life of a loved one that seems too “big” for 
God to handle? 

3. Ask God to help you see how truly awesome and holy He is, especially in light of 
any difficulty you or someone you love might be facing.



DAY  6

P E O P L E  O F  P R A Y E R

DAY 6
David | Anger and Trust

Read Psalm 4

Have you ever prayed and told God to answer you? There are times in life when it 
seems like God is being silent or playing “hard-to-get.” David begins his prayer with 
a cry from his heart, “Answer me, O God!” We don’t know the situation that inspired 
this Psalm, but the words suggest that David is frustrated by people in his life that 
are trusting in things besides God. They are saying things like, “God isn’t helping 
us. God has abandoned us.” When things in our lives get tough, sometimes we are 
tempted to think God has let us down. 

David doesn’t see it that way. He chooses to trust in God (v.5) and focus on the joy 
he has found in knowing God (v.7). He makes the choice not to blame God when 
things are difficult, but to do the opposite. He chooses to put all of his hope in God. 
If things are going well, it is easy to trust God. When things get difficult it takes a 
lot more faith to trust God. David acknowledges that life’s circumstances can make 
us angry, but he wants to be careful to not sin in his anger. Instead of lashing out 
at God or choosing to stop following God until things get better, David says “In my 
anger, I’m not going to sin. I’m going to trust God.”

Questions:
1. What are some situations in your life that make you angry or frustrated?

2. Have you ever experienced God’s peace (v.8)? What was that like?

3. Share with God the things/people that anger or frustrate you. Tell God that you 
are choosing to trust Him no matter what.



DAY 7

Biblical Conversations with God

DAY 7
David | Song of a Grateful Heart

Read Psalm 18

In this amazing Psalm, David declares his love for God and his confidence in God’s 
unwavering character. David is grateful to God for His willingness to come to his aid 
in his time of need. 

While 2 Samuel 22 is David’s personal expression to God of these things, Psalm 
18 (nearly identical) is given as a psalm for the people of God to sing in order to 
express praise and gratitude to God. It also serves as a way to thankfully remember 
the Davidic line and to pray for the integrity of the leaders of Israel.

One of the stunning realities expressed by David is found in verse 19 of the Psalm, 
“He rescued me, because he delighted in me.”  Even in the shadow of David’s 
horrific fall with Bathsheba and the ensuing guilt over his murder of her husband 
Uriah, God’s love for David, and His delight in him, still won out.

It is no small wonder that God’s people still find this Psalm to be a wonderful 
expression of God’s nature, mercy, faithfulness, and love for His saints.

Questions:
1. What are some of the traits of God that David refers to in this majestic Psalm?

2. What does it mean that God delights in us?  What does it mean about God?  
What does it mean for us?

3. Take time to reflect on the ways that God has demonstrated His provision and 
care in your life or in the lives of those you know.  Give Him thanks and praise for 
those ways. Express your love for God to Him.



DAY  8

P E O P L E  O F  P R A Y E R

DAY 8
David | He Makes Us New

Read Psalm 51

There are so many truths in this passage that we need to hang onto, and I want 
to list them here. I pray that one of these truths that God does in us will resonate 
with you. 

 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity (v.2)
 Cleanse me from my sin (v.2)
 You delight in truth in the inward being (v.6)
 You teach me wisdom in the secret heart (v.6)
 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean (v.7)
 Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow (v.7)
 Let the bones that you have broken rejoice (v.8)
 Create in me a clean heart, O God (v.10)
 Renew a right spirit within me (v.10)
 Cast me not away from your presence, take not your Holy Spirit from me (v.11)
 Restore to me the joy of your salvation (v.12)
 Uphold me with a willing spirit (v.12)
 O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise (v.15)
 My sacrifice is a broken spirit (v.17)
 A broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise (v.17)

Questions:
1. David prays this prayer confidently to God knowing that only He can change him 
and do an amazing work in David. Do you come to God confident in your ability or 
confident in His ability?

2. What truth from these passages resonates with you? Why do you think it speaks 
to you?

3. Spend time re-reading this chapter. Declare these truths for yourself that you are 
made “whiter than snow.”



DAY 9

Biblical Conversations with God

DAY 9
David | Reasoning With God

Read Psalm 86

When you are praying, do you ever give God reasons why He should answer your 
prayers? To be honest, that is an aspect that is missing in many of my prayers. 
Sometimes I am more consumed by what I need than to think of a reason for why 
God should bless me with it. Sometimes I feel like giving reasons for God to answer 
my prayer is too much like arguing with God. Should I really have to make a case 
for what I need? Yet, in this Psalm, David gives God reasons for answering his prayer. 
Just look at all the “for” statements in Psalm 86.

David believes that God should answer him because of his desperate state (v.1), his 
godliness (v.2), he cries to Him all day long (v.3), God’s steadfast love (v.5), God has 
answered before (v.7), and so that his enemies may be put to shame (v.17). It may 
seem strange at first to try to reason with God over your needs, but remember 
God has ordained prayer as a means for Him to act.  In some mysterious way, He is 
convinced to act by our prayers. You will also find, as you reason with God in prayer, 
that you will be encouraged by the promises and character of God.

Questions: 
1. God’s character is the reason that David expects God to act. What character trait 
of God do you put your hope in?

2. Reread all the “For” statements in Psalm 86. Do any surprise you? Why?

3. Try reasoning with God today. Pray for only one need, then give as many reasons 
as you can think of as to why God should act for you. Remember to include reasons 
based on God’s character and promises.  



DAY  10

P E O P L E  O F  P R A Y E R

DAY 10
Moses | A Psalm

Read Psalm 90

God is eternal. Time is not even an issue for Him. On the other side of the spectrum, 
we are temporal. We are totally confined by time.  If you and I are to gain a “heart of 
wisdom,” we must learn, in fact, to “number our days.” We must learn to value and 
to make the most of the precious life God gives us.

In this, the only Psalm attributed to Moses, we are reminded of the vast difference 
between God and mankind. Living in light of eternity means to recognize truth 
about who God is, who we are, and the opportunity that He gives us in this life.  
It includes understanding sin, suffering, and God’s wrath.  It means living with a 
constant desire for God to show up in our lives, for His “favor” to be made known.

Living this life without God and without depending on His grace and mercy is not 
only foolishness, but truly living without hope. In contrast, if we will receive and 
experience His steadfast love, our days can be full, and our hearts will be glad!

Questions:
1. God is eternal and not limited to or constrained by time.  What does that mean?

2. How can that reality, as difficult as it is to fully comprehend, bring you comfort 
and encouragement?

3. Ask that God would help you make the most of your opportunity today. Ask 
him to teach you to “number your days” in order that you might gain a “heart of 
wisdom.”



DAY 11

Biblical Conversations with God

DAY 11
David | A Cry for Help

Read Psalm 109

This is a difficult prayer to read. It is violent. It does not seem all put together. If 
you’re like me, you expect a little more “Minnesota nice” from the Bible. This psalm 
does not seem nice at all! So how does a prayer like this end up in God’s Holy Word? 
I think it highlights some things that I need to be reminded of on a regular basis. 
First, God expects me to be honest with Him. I do not have it all put together. I 
get upset when it seems like everyone is out to get me, David says in verse 3, “They 
encircle me with words of hate, and attack me without cause.” Life is not fair. It isn’t 
always easy. I have someone I can turn to in the times I am most disappointed or 
frustrated or even angry. 

The second thing this passage models is putting the situations and people we are 
angry about in God’s hands. At first glance it almost seems like David is cursing his 
enemies in verses 6-15. David is asking God to make his enemies suffer like they 
made David suffer. Actually, David is not speaking a magical curse on his enemies. 
This is clear in verse 21. David is making a case before God, the Judge, and leaving 
the outcome in God’s hands. When we are going through difficult times, we not 
only should be honest with God, but we should also leave the outcome in God’s 
capable hands. That is what David did because David knew God could handle his 
enemies much better than David ever could.

Questions:
1. How does God as Judge give you comfort?

2. What are some people/situations that you are frustrated or angered by today?

3. Take some time to talk to God about these people/situations. Make it a point to 
be honest—God can handle it. Also, don’t end until you tell1 God that you trust Him 
to handle it.



DAY  12

P E O P L E  O F  P R A Y E R

DAY 12
David | Trust Levels

Read Psalm 139

I was in Target a while ago, and one of my children kept lagging behind. You know 
that problem as a parent when you are more concerned that you may lose them 
than they are. I told Carrie to go on ahead with the other kids and let him “get 
lost.” (I was following behind him so we didn’t really lose him.) I was waiting for 
the moment when he realized that he was lost and would get scared. I would 
come around the corner, it would all lead to a wonderful teaching moment, and he 
would never get lost again, right? NOPE! After about 10 wrong turns, I came around 
the corner, and called his name, and he acted like nothing was wrong. In fact, he 
went on to tell me about four things he saw that he wanted for Christmas or his 
birthday. Teaching moment? Gone… frustrated father? Check … parenting moment? 
Gone…content little boy? Check.

We get lost a lot, right? I’m not saying that our Father in heaven is losing us in 
Target. (However, there is sermon there in commercialization that I could preach.) 
In the midst of being lost and then being found, there is a trust level that my son 
never wavered from. He didn’t know where he was, but he wasn’t worried because 
he trusted that we were there (or maybe he was just happily distracted). “Where 
shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? (v.7).

Questions:
1. How much do you trust that God has you right in His hand?

2. When was the last time you trusted in God and He proved that He was always there?

3. Spend some time thanking and praising God for always being there. Worship 
our Father who knows you, loves you, watches over you, and leads you graciously.



DAY 13

Biblical Conversations with God

DAY 13
Solomon | In Jesus’ Name

1 Kings 8:22-53

Do you end your prayers with, “In Jesus’ name?” Do you know what you are doing 
when you pray in Jesus’ name? This passage gives us a clue. Solomon just finished 
the biggest building project of his career—the temple. His father started the 
planning, and it took seven years from the day he laid the cornerstone to complete. 
Yet, he knew that he was not building a house for God to live in because God 
could not be contained in the heavens, much less the earth. No, Solomon built the 
temple for God’s name to dwell. The temple was the place where God would stake 
His authority and reputation in the world. All the nations would know God through 
the way He acted toward the people who prayed at His temple. 

Solomon knew that being a people who housed the name of God was a great 
responsibility. God is holy, and sin is an affront to that holiness. Solomon knew 
God would prove Himself holy by punishing those who spoiled His holy reputation 
through sin. Yet, God is also merciful, and Solomon knew that God would restore 
His people who turn to Him in repentance. In prayers of repentance, God would 
prove Himself gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. The church is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit. This means that we, too, bear the authority and reputation 
of Jesus. Praying in Jesus’ name is a call to holiness, but it is also an invitation to 
receive His forgiving grace.  

Questions:
1. How has God proven Himself both holy and gracious in your life?

2. What would people conclude about Jesus from watching you?

3. Take time to confess your sins, and then pray that Jesus would make you into a 
good representation of Him. 



DAY  14

P E O P L E  O F  P R A Y E R

DAY 14
Hezekiah | A Nasty Note

Read 2 Kings 19:14-19

King Hezekiah got a letter that he truly wished was for someone else. The letter 
was from another king who was intent on conquering Israel. He had conquered 
Israel’s neighbor nations, and now it was Israel’s turn to be conquered. In the letter, 
Hezekiah read that there was no hope at all. It was even hopeless to trust in God, 
according to the letter. 

Hezekiah’s response is a good example for us. After reading the letter, he went 
to pray to God about it. He acknowledged that God was actually the ruler of the 
world, even though it seemed like this conquering king, Sennacherib, was going to 
be the emperor of the known world. Then he asked God to save Israel, not because 
Israel deserved it, but because if God saved Israel, all the surrounding nations would 
know it was a miracle. They would know that Israel’s God was the true God.

We all get news that makes our heart sink into the bottom of our stomach. Maybe 
it’s news a doctor tells us, or news about a family situation, or maybe it is a bill that 
comes in the mail that you did not expect. What do you do with bad news? Do 
you vent to a friend? Do you anxiously try to figure out a solution, or do you stop 
and pray? We may never face situations as intense as Hezekiah’s, but we can learn 
a lesson from his prayer. Whether the situation is big or small, we should give our 
bad news to the Lord.

Questions:
1. Is your understanding of God similar to Hezekiah’s description in verse 15?

2. What was the worst news you ever received? What is some bad news you are 
dealing with currently? How might this situation show others that God is the one, 
true God?

3. Pray and share with God the bad or unexpected news you have received. Ask Him 
to intervene. Ask Him to show himself to be God alone in the situation you face.



DAY 15

Biblical Conversations with God

DAY 15
Nehemiah | For A Nation

Read Nehemiah 1

Have you ever felt like an outcast? Have you ever felt like you were not going the 
same direction as everyone around you…that everyone was going one way and you 
were going against the grain? “But if you return to me and keep my commandments 
and do them, though your outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from 
there I will gather them to the place that I have chosen, to make my name dwell 
there.” (v.9) Sometimes I feel like God is almost smiling when I feel like an outcast, 
that somehow He is pleased with my alienation. He’s not… but He is! We should 
be outcasts, He was. John the Baptist was definitely one. Noah, Paul, Peter, and 
Jeremiah were all outcasts—the list goes on and on.

How does that change our prayer life? How does this prayer for a people that have 
lost their nation and feel a sense of alienation in a foreign land resonate with us? 
How does a prayer of one man calling for a nation to desperately come back to God 
affect us? How can one man’s prayer for a nation that has lost hope in the collective 
worship of God possibly compare to our life and our necessity?

“One and God make a majority.”—Frederick Douglass

Questions: 
1. Can one person’s prayers for a nation to turn back to God matter?

2. Will one person’s prayers for a nation finally turn a nation backto God?

3. Will you be the one person who prays for a nation to turn back to God?



DAY  16

P E O P L E  O F  P R A Y E R

DAY 16
People of Jerusalem | A History Lesson

Read Nehemiah 9:1-37

It may seem strange that in the midst of a devotional on prayer, we get a history 
lesson on the people of Israel. Yet, their story is our story. They are the people who, 
after the exile, were slaves to a foreign government and were awaiting the Messiah 
to free them. The Messiah did come, but He was there to do something much 
bigger than free Israel from their rulers. God, in Christ, was acting to righteously 
fulfill His responsibility to creation through His faithfulness to His covenant with 
Abram. God’s plan for a fallen world is a people who would know Him, serve Him, 
and proclaim His name to the nations. However, as our history shows, the biggest 
threats to creation and to His covenant people are sin and death.  

Christ came, lived a perfect life, took on the penalty of our sins, and rose again, 
defeating death. Through faith in Him, we receive forgiveness of sin and a new heart 
to follow Him, and we become part of the covenant people of God. We are now a 
part of Israel and a part of God’s plan to rescue the entire cosmos. We are awaiting 
Christ’s return when He will create a new heaven and new earth untouched by sin 
and death where we will be entirely free.  As we wait, we find history repeating itself 
in our lives. We sin and fall short of the glory of God, but because of God’s grace, we 
receive forgiveness, and the Holy Spirit helps us continue to fight against sin.

Questions:
1. What does our history show you about God?

2. Do you find yourself repeating the same patterns of our forefathers?

3. In light of our history, pray that God’s kingdom will come and His will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.



DAY 17

Biblical Conversations with God

DAY 17
Mary | An Unexpected Blessing

Read Luke 1:46-55

An unanticipated pregnancy. Almost getting rejected by your fiancé. Dealing with 
the rumors spreading about your immoral behavior. If you were dealing with all 
of these, what do you think your prayers would sound like? Mary’s response was a 
prayer of thankfulness that God would bless her in this way. Mary saw through the 
difficulties and focused on the amazing truth that God had sent a Savior for the 
world. The Savior was growing inside of her womb! How can a person be thankful 
in such difficult circumstances? Didn’t Mary know that she would be considered 
promiscuous? Did she know that she would have to give birth in a stable in a 
strange town without her family present?

Instead of having a “why would God do this to me” attitude, Mary had a “God has 
remembered me” attitude. Sometimes God allows some really difficult things in 
our lives. He doesn’t do it in order to hurt us, but sometimes His master plan allows 
for some difficult seasons. 

Questions:
1. What word or phrase in Mary’s description of God stood out to you the most? Why?

2. List a situation or two that you are facing that makes you wonder why God is 
allowing it.

3. Think of some positive aspects of those situations. Thank God for them. Thank 
God for His master plan - even if it allows for some hard seasons.



DAY  18

P E O P L E  O F  P R A Y E R

DAY 18
Simeon | A Song

Read Luke 2:28-32

Simeon was an older man who is described by Luke as “righteous and devout.” He 
had been waiting around for years to see God’s promise and provision for Israel, 
God’s salvation for His people. And now, holding the baby Jesus in his arms, he 
realizes that God’s promise to him has been fulfilled!  He has seen the Redeemer. 

Simeon is now ready to depart in peace. He has, after all, come in contact with the 
Prince of Peace. In this simple and yet profound praise to God, He expresses his gratitude 
and readiness to depart this life and to be with the Lord.

“…for my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of 
all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel” 
(v.30-32.) 

Questions:
1. What does Simeon’s description tell us about Jesus Christ?

2. What could happen in your life that would bring you a sense of fulfillment?

3. Do you feel as though you are ready to depart this life and be with the Lord?

4. If you have not already done something like this, begin to ask God to show you 
what thing(s) He might want to accomplish in and/or through your life. Or you 
could ask Him if He wants to show you something about Himself that would give 
you a stronger sense of peace and confidence as you walk with Him in this life.



DAY 19

Biblical Conversations with God

DAY 19
Parable | The Attitude We Bring

Read Luke 18:9-14

Jesus is an amazing storyteller. He can tell us stories and illustrations that make 
us see things from another perspective. We read these parables (stories meant to 
teach truth), and they strike a chord with us. What was it like to have this story be 
told right to us? Jesus is saying this to “some who trusted in themselves and treated 
others with contempt,” (v.9). It was a hand-picked parable just for them because 
He knew their attitude towards others and how highly they thought of themselves. 

The hero of this parable is a man that comes, broken and unashamed, before 
God in the temple: Jesus regards this attitude in high esteem, saying, “the one 
who humbles himself will be exalted,” (v.14). Sometimes we have a tendency to 
separate our attitude toward prayer and our attitude toward God. We could love 
the idea of talking to God, but hate that God gave us the family we have or hate 
our circumstances. The example we are given here is someone that is broken, 
unashamed, vulnerable, and asking for mercy. Is that how you pray?

Questions:
1. What is your attitude toward God (not toward prayer) when you pray?

2. Do you expect God to answer your prayers for mercy and grace for yourself and 
for others?
 
3. Spend some time praying for mercy and grace for yourself and for others that 
need it. Come before Him as vulnerable as you have ever been.



DAY  20

P E O P L E  O F  P R A Y E R

DAY 20
Jesus’ Last Words | Father Forgive Them

Read Luke 23:34, 46

Forgiving those who have wronged us is, by far, the hardest command to follow. We 
have exceptions: “I will forgive them, if only they apologize for every wrong they did 
against me.”  We claim to forgive, but we do not follow through on it. “I forgive you, 
but I am going to hate you forever.” Ken Sande, in “Peacemakers,” tells us that saying 
“I forgive you” is actually making four promises to the other person. “I will not dwell 
on this incident. I will not bring up this incident again and use it against you. I will 
not talk to others about this incident. I will not let this incident stand between us or 
hinder our personal relationship.” Those four promises are extremely hard to keep.

Yet, Jesus models forgiveness for us. As they were crucifying Jesus, He prayed, 
“Father forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” In the midst of being 
beaten and mocked, He prayed for them. As they were hammering nails into His 
hands and His feet, Jesus forgave them.  As they were raising the cross into place 
and gambling over His clothes, Jesus asked God to forgive them. Now Jesus is 
raised and at the right hand of the Father, yet He still practices forgiveness. He is 
our Mediator, beside the throne, so that whenever we sin, He says to the Father, 
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they are doing.”

Questions:
1. Is there something in your life that you believe God cannot forgive? 

2. What does Jesus’ example show about the extent of God’s forgiveness?

3. Is there someone in your life that you cannot forgive? Pray blessings over the 
person that you cannot forgive. Pray that God would give you the strength to 
forgive him or her. 

 



DAY 21

Biblical Conversations with God

DAY 21
Criminal on the Cross | Death Bed Confession

Read Luke 23:42-43

In the middle of the story of Jesus’ death, we have a very short account of the two 
men who were crucified on either side of Jesus. One, figuring there was nothing 
to lose, started yelling at Jesus. He said, “If you’re really the one who will save Israel, 
why don’t you start here and save yourself and us?” The criminal on the other side 
of Jesus reminded the first criminal that they were on their crosses for their own 
sins, but that Jesus hadn’t done anything wrong. After rebuking the other criminal, 
he turned to Jesus and asked Jesus to remember him when Jesus went into His 
kingdom. In this declaration of faith, the criminal is stating his desire to be with 
Jesus: I want to go wherever you are. It wasn’t too late.

All of us know people who do not believe in Jesus. Some are antagonistic. They 
make fun of God and Christians. Others are genuinely interested in what is going 
on. Some will show interest at the very end of their lives. We must never give up on 
any of them. If they make fun of us, we can still be kind to them. If they don’t show 
interest until they are on a hospital bed contemplating their own mortality, we 
take that opportunity to show them the love of Christ.

Questions:
1. What does Jesus’ response to the criminal who asks Jesus to remember him 
show about the heart of God?

2. Who are some of the people in your life who do not believe in Jesus?

3. Pray for those in your life who do not yet believe in Jesus. Ask God to give you 
opportunities to share the good news of the Gospel with them and to give you 
boldness when those opportunities arise.



DAY  22

P E O P L E  O F  P R A Y E R

DAY 22
Jesus | Glorify Your Name

Read John 12:28

Jesus was heading for the cross. His “time” had come. The closer Jesus got to 
Gethsemane, the more difficult it was to bear the thought of what He would go 
through.  And yet, that was His calling. He knew that His suffering and His sacrifice 
would glorify His Father. It would manifest God’s love for mankind. It would be the 
avenue of salvation for mankind.

None of us will ever have to give our lives in exchange for the sin of others. Jesus 
has already done that, and only He could do that! But God does call us to obey Him 
which includes sacrifice for the sake of others. It’s part of our mission as followers of 
Jesus. That may mean to give our time, our treasure, and our talent. God wants us 
to live our lives in order to glorify Him. Are we willing?  Are we determined to do so?

Questions:
1. How does what Jesus did for us glorify God the Father?

2. How does the way you serve others glorify the Father?

3. Thank God for the gift of eternal life that Jesus secured for you.  If you have not 
been obedient in God’s call to serve others, confess that to Him.  Ask God to give 
you steadfastness and joy as you serve Him and sacrifice for the sake of others.



DAY 23

Biblical Conversations with God

DAY 23
Jesus | High Priestly Prayer

Read John 17

Christ’s life showed us an example of living life to the fullest and gave us our purpose 
and the mission to live for others. In this prayer, He does the same by showing us 
not just that we should talk with God, but the conversational style that we need in 
a relationship with God. This is a prayer that Jesus prayed in front of his disciples 
about His disciples and the mission of the kingdom. Jesus prayed that they “have 
come to know in truth that I came from you” (v.8), “that they may all be one,” (v.21) 
and that they “may be with me where I am,” (v.24).

It is important for us to lean into the last week of Jesus’ life and the things He said 
because they are so packed with purpose and desire. His last prayer for His disciples 
is not about the struggles of this life, but that the mission would be fulfilled. This is 
an example to us that, no matter what the coming worries or frets of our life are, 
the mission and purpose that He has given us is far greater and worth our prayers. 

God is walking with you in troubles and struggles, and He cares so much for you. 
However, that does not stop us from understanding the kingdom mission that we 
are designed for. Our struggles are on our mind, but they should never become our 
focus. He demonstrates to us that His future struggles were on His mind (v.11-12), 
but His focus was always on the calling and purpose that fulfills, and He satisfies us 
with spiritual food.

Questions:
1. What are the struggles and worries that take up your focus and attention in life? 

2. Spend time giving those over to Him now and giving Him the weight that they cost.

3. What is the mission that God has called you? 

4. Spend time praying now that the kingdom would always be the focus for your life.



DAY  24

P E O P L E  O F  P R A Y E R

DAY 24
The Church | A Prayer For Boldness

Read Acts 4:23-31

Imagine that you are a member of the early church. You are one of the three 
thousand that were saved on the first day when Peter proclaimed that Jesus rose 
from the dead. You believed that Jesus was the one you had been waiting for, and 
you are a part of a new and exciting movement of God. Then something horrible 
happens: the leaders of the church, Peter and John, are arrested. They’re jailed for 
the night and warned to not preach about Jesus again or worse things will come. 
You realize that your little movement has made a powerful enemy. What would 
you do? 

The church prayed for boldness to continue preaching Jesus. In their prayer, they 
reminded themselves why they could confidently proclaim Jesus’ name. They knew 
that they were worshipping the sovereign God who made everything and is in 
control of everything. They knew that it was foretold that rulers and nations would 
fight against the Messiah’s mission, and that they would not succeed. They knew 
that Jesus faced the same opposition, yet when He rose again from the dead, He 
proved ultimately victorious. Finally, they knew that God was still working in their 
midst. All these things gave them boldness to preach Jesus, and all these things 
are true for us today. We can boldly proclaim the good news wherever we go.   

Questions:
1. Where do you see God moving and accomplishing His will today?

2. Who do you need to boldly share the gospel with today?

3. Pray that God will give you the boldness to share the gospel at least once today.



DAY 25

Biblical Conversations with God

DAY 25
The Church | An Interrupted Prayer Meeting

Read Acts 12:6-19

This would have been an amazing thing to experience. The circumstances were 
dire at the beginning with Peter being imprisoned, but quickly God makes a way 
out with the help of an angel. The story is almost comical as Peter arrives at the 
home where a group of Christians had gathered to pray. He knocks, and a servant 
girl answers. When she recognizes his voice as being Peter’s, she runs off - forgetting 
to let Peter in - to tell the others that their prayers had been answered; Peter is free! 
Instead of going back to the front door to let Peter in, she gets into an argument 
with the others about whether or not she actually saw Peter. This whole time Peter 
continues knocking at the front door. What a joyous event! God indeed answers 
prayer!

You may have heard the phrase that sometimes God answers prayer before we 
ask. This passage indicates that God sometimes answers prayer while we ask. 
God doesn’t always answer immediately, and He doesn’t always answer in the 
way we want Him to, but sometimes He does. We don’t know the exact words 
of what the group was praying, but we do know that they were praying for their 
friend Peter who was imprisoned for sharing the Gospel. Their prayer meeting was 
interrupted by none other than Peter himself! God may not always work this way, 
but it encourages my faith to remember that He does work this way sometimes. I 
want to pray confidently, knowing that God can respond to my prayers while I am 
praying them.

Questions:
1. Share some of the times in your life when God answered prayer unexpectedly. 

2. What would you have thought if you were in the group praying for Peter’s release 
and were interrupted by a servant girl who said Peter was waiting at the door? 

3. Pray boldly for the prayer requests on your heart knowing that God can answer 
them in miraculously quick time.



DAY  26

P E O P L E  O F  P R A Y E R

DAY 26
Paul and Silas | Prison Praise

Read Acts 16:16-40

Can you imagine what it might be like to be imprisoned for your faith in Christ? 
What would it mean for you to be jailed for simply sharing your faith with others? 
As strange as that might sound to Western ears, it is all too common in other parts 
of this world today, and it has been a common part of the history of the Church. 

The apostles were among the first to be mistreated and imprisoned for Christ. What 
is amazing is their response to such treatment. They rejoiced! They counted it a 
privilege to be suffering for the Name and to be a part of His mission! They knew that 
God was at work as they proclaimed the Truth. They served others by helping them 
to know the joy and hope of eternal life!

Questions:
1. What were Paul and Silas doing while sitting in prison?  (v.25)

2. What is it about God that would call for prayer and praise from those imprisoned 
because of their faith in Him?

3. Have you ever been mistreated for your faith in Jesus Christ? How did you respond?

4. Thank God for His gift of salvation in Jesus Christ.  Ask God to give you boldness 
in sharing your faith with others. Ask Him to give you joy in any difficulties your 
obedience may bring.



DAY 27

Biblical Conversations with God

DAY 27
Paul | Reverberating Testimony

Read Romans 1:8-10

Every once in a while we hear a testimony about what God is doing in another nation 
or another part of our nation, and it brings us joy and wonder. Have you ever heard 
a story about God using His people in such an amazing way that you just want to 
see it or be part of it? I love to hear those stories and love to hear about what God is 
doing, and that is a good thing because we need to know the joys of the Kingdom 
of God. I love personal testimonies because they are intimate, real stories of how 
someone came to know Jesus Christ and cried out to the Holy Spirit for salvation. The 
great thing about real stories is they can never be falsified or disputed. When I talk 
to students about sharing their testimonies, I tell them that it is the one thing that 
people can’t disagree with. It’s your testimony; it can’t be wrong!

Paul hasn’t met the church in Rome. He is writing this letter to them having only 
heard the testimony of others. He can’t wait to meet them. He is excited and joyous 
to meet these people he has heard about and see the faith they have that others 
keep talking about. I wish we lived in a culture like that, but then I realize that I am 
the problem. Why don’t I share with others the great faith I see in believers I know? 
Why don’t I share about a child in the children’s ministry who is an example of 
faith? Being in awe of what God is doing in others starts with a willingness to share 
the faith of others. We need to take part in the stories of faith and in the spreading 
of awe for God.

Questions:
1. Is there a story of someone’s faith that you admire greatly? What about their story 
moves you?

2. Who do you personally know that has a tremendous faith that needs to be 
shared? Why does it need to be shared?

3. Pray for a chance to share the testimony of someone else that you see as  a 
source of great joy and awe of what God has done.



DAY  28

P E O P L E  O F  P R A Y E R

DAY 28
Paul | Oh, the Depths

Read Romans 11:33-36

Are the unsearchable ways of God part of your prayers of praise or prayers of 
laments?  Honestly, they make my prayers of lament much more often than my 
prayers of praise. “God, I don’t know what You are doing, everything seems to be 
going wrong. Your ways are just beyond finding out.” Or, “God, I want to know Your 
will for my life; which path should I take? Oh God, how can I possibly read Your 
mind here, Your judgments I cannot figure out.” For someone who loves control, 
who hates not knowing, serving a God whose plans are beyond our comprehension 
is frustrating, to say the least.

Yet, here Paul praises God for his depth of wisdom and understanding, for having 
ways that we cannot figure out, and for doing things in the world that we could 
never understand. If you think about it, it should be awe-inspiring. We serve a God 
who knows everything--past, present, and future. We serve a God who has worked 
out every detail in history and is using it to shape the world into exactly what He 
wants it to be. He alone is worthy of praise, for from Him and through Him and to 
Him are all things.

Questions:
1. What in the beautiful description of God stood out most to you?

2. Do you find yourself to more often be in awe of God’s unsearchable ways or 
frustrated by them? Why?

3. Take a moment to praise God for His unsearchable ways.



DAY 29

Biblical Conversations with God

DAY 29
Paul | Harmony and Hope

Read Romans 15:5-6, 13

Today we read two prayers that Paul prayed for the church in Rome. In the first 
prayer Paul calls God the “God of endurance and encouragement.” God is the source 
of our strength and our motivation to keep going. He gives us what we need to 
follow Him. What Paul prays is that the Christians in Rome would live in harmony.  
Think of your favorite song. It very likely has some very beautiful harmonies. There 
are different parts, but they come together in such a way that the song is more 
beautiful because of the added parts. Paul prays that the Roman church would not 
sing harmonies, but live harmonies so that with one voice they would give glory to 
“the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Paul’s second prayer is for hope. Paul calls God the “God of hope.” He asks God to fill the 
Christians in Rome with hopeful joy and peace by the power of the Holy Spirit. Hope 
cannot change the past, but it can change our future. Hope looks toward the future 
and helps us to live differently in the present. Christians believe in something bigger 
and better than themselves. The hope that we have found in Jesus gives us a new 
perspective on right now. Paul does not want Christians to be hopeless, but instead to 
abound in hope.

Questions:
1. How might your prayer life change when you recognize God as the source of 
endurance, encouragement, and hope?

2. Think of some Christians that you struggle to get along with. What would it look 
like to live in harmony with them?

3. Take some time to pray for unity between you and other Christians and for 
Christians and churches in our community, nation, and world.



DAY  30

P E O P L E  O F  P R A Y E R

DAY 30
Paul | Thanksgiving for God’s Work In Others

Read 1 Corinthians 1:4-9

The Corinthian church was amazingly gifted, but they were incredibly immature 
in their faith! In Paul’s letter to this beloved body, he makes both of these things 
crystal clear. He constantly calls on the Corinthians to grow up! Stop being selfish! 
Stop the infighting! Stop the blatant sin! The greatest thing you can do is to love 
one another. Paul used a whole chapter (1 Corinthians 13) to describe what this 
“more excellent way” (1 Corinthians 12:31) looks like when lived out.

Paul was a faithful and thankful man of God. He saw God’s gracious provision even 
in the life of this deeply troubled church. The first thing he expresses as he writes to 
them is that he always prays for them. And he always gives thanks for the way God 
had blessed and gifted the Corinthian believers! Amazing! 

In describing his gratitude to God for the Corinthians, Paul also reminded them that 
it was God who would sustain them. To the end, God would keep them guiltless in 
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. They were called by God, and He is faithful!

Questions:
1. What does it mean to you that God is gracious? 

2. How have you seen God’s grace in your life?  …in the lives of those you love?

3. How have you seen God’s grace in the lives of other believers you have an issue with?

4. Are there Christians you know that still have a long way to go to mature spiritually? 
Thank God for His work in their lives. Ask God to give you a sincere love for them 
and to give you a willingness to regularly pray for them in their faith journey.



DAY 31

Biblical Conversations with God

DAY 31
Paul | Prayerful Evangelism Can Work

Read 2 Corinthians 2:14-16

How much money would you pay to actually watch the church spread in the 
first century? I had a friend ask me that one day. Then instead of answering that 
question, we landed on this question: if you could give up an allotment of time 
from your life to watch the first century church spread, how much time would you 
give? One month? Four months? One year? Three years? The idea is that you would 
step out of your life and exchange that time for seeing the church grow during the 
first century. The reason is, it would forever change our view of what the church can 
be. It is an interesting conversation piece, however, the one thing that would not 
change is God. He is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow—so it is the same 
God we worship. 

This passage talks about being the aroma of Christ to others. It makes us wonder, 
what do we smell like? What do we smell like to others? Is it pleasing? Does it 
draw others in? Because we are not “peddlers of God’s word,” (v.17) but are followers 
who share our passion with others. How we smell is important! Does being around 
other people make me smell better? Do flowers hang around other flowers? Do the 
ribs on the grill smell better next to the steak that is perfectly marinated? Being 
around other believers is assumed to bring a sweeter aroma, but really that comes 
with being people that are not focused on smelling the right flowers (or steaks), 
but getting close to the source of that scent and then seeking to share that aroma 
with other people that think they are weeds or hot dogs. YOU’RE NOT WEEDS! 
YOU’RE NOT HOT DOGS! YOU ARE AN AWESOME FLOWER OR A T-BONE STEAK! 
Share it today.

Questions:
1. God believes that you are a pleasing aroma of Christ. How do you demonstrate 
that to others?
 
2. Do you spend most of your time hanging out with other flowers or steaks or 
do you hang with weeds and hot dogs hoping to show them their true identity?
 
3. Take some time today to pray about how you can share Christ with others by 
being close to Christ.



DAY  32

P E O P L E  O F  P R A Y E R

DAY 32
Paul | Growing Deeper

Read Ephesians 1:15-23

Several years ago, I had this image of spiritual growth as a series of steps. The first 
step is to believe the gospel. The second is to learn the spiritual disciplines, and the 
third is to learn more theology. Once you got past the first step, you only needed 
the gospel to evangelize. Once you got past the second step, you just tried to do 
your disciplines harder and longer, and the third step involved reading more and 
more obscure works. Eventually I was challenged by my professors and ultimately 
convinced by this passage to view spiritual growth a different way.  Spiritual growth 
is not a step program; spiritual growth comes when we dive deeper in the gospel.

We see that in Paul’s prayer. The Ephesians are already strong Christians whose love 
and faith are spreading. Yet Paul prays that they would hope more in His calling, be 
in awe more of heaven, and access more of the power that Christ worked in them 
when He raised them up from their sins. Paul’s biggest prayer for the Ephesians 
is that they would understand the gospel better. The key to Christian growth is 
hoping more in Christ, appreciating more and more the beauty of the cross, and 
living more and more in the power of the Spirit to defeat sin.  

Questions:
1. What do you hope for from God?

2. What about heaven excites you the most?

3. When you face temptations today, pray that God will give you the power to resist sin.



DAY 33

Biblical Conversations with God

DAY 33
Paul | Amazing Love

Read Ephesians 3:14-21

Love, for humans, is a fickle thing. We fall in love. We fall out of love. We often find it 
hard to love. 1 John 4:8 tells us that God is love. It is His very nature to be loving. The 
love of the most loving person you know pales in comparison to the love of God. Paul’s 
prayer for the Ephesians is focused on love. Paul asks that the Christians in Ephesus be 
“rooted and grounded in love.” He also asks that they might be able to comprehend 
“the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that 
surpasses knowledge,” (v.18). Paul’s prayer is that the foundation of the Ephesians’ lives 
be love, and he also wants them to know how much Jesus loves them.

Most all of us have heard the children’s song, “Jesus Loves Me.” The simple words 
“Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so,” are easy to remember. But 
how often do we stop and think about how much God loves us? 1 John 4:19 says that, 
“We love because He first loved us.” We can’t be very loving without knowing the 
amazing love God showed us through Jesus. Jesus loved you enough to die for you. 
As He thought about the cross He would die on, it was love for you that made Him 
go through with it. He didn’t want to die, but He also didn’t want you to die. It was 
you or Him, so He chose to die because He loved you so much. That is amazing love!

Questions:
1. How would you define love? How would you describe God’s love? Are those two 
definitions similar?

2. Who in your life needs to experience God’s love in a special way today? Pray for 
whomever comes to mind that they would experience God’s amazing love.

3. Prayerfully consider how much God loves you. Reflect on the times when you 
sensed God’s great love for you. Ask God to show you more and more of His love for 
you so that you can have His love as the foundation for your love.



DAY  34

P E O P L E  O F  P R A Y E R

DAY 34
Paul | For Love to Abound

Read Philippians 1:3-11

The apostle Paul had a remarkable relationship with the believers in Philippi. His 
tender care for and commitment to them are woven throughout this letter of joy. 
From the beginning of his ministry, they had been partners with him in the gospel.  
Writing from prison, Paul’s heart for his Philippian brothers and sisters pours out 
through his words. 

As he did with other churches, Paul continually prayed for the Philippians, and he 
always gave thanks for God’s great work in their lives. He was absolutely confident 
of the Lord’s faithfulness to complete the work that He had begun in them.

What did Paul pray specifically for them? It’s telling.  “…that their love would grow...
more and more…with knowledge and discernment...so that they could approve 
what is excellent…in order to be pure and blameless for the day of Christ.”

Paul asked that God would grow them in their love with discernment so that they 
could choose well and live blamelessly until Jesus returns!

Questions:
1. What are the things we tend to pray, when praying for others?  Employment?  
Resources?  Health? Safety? These are certainly good things to ask God to provide 
for ourselves and others, but how might we pray for things that have more of an 
eternal consequence?  

2. Why don’t we ask for those things Paul prays for in (v.9-11) as we are praying for 
ourselves and others? 

3. Pray Paul’s prayer (9-11) for yourself and for someone you know. 

God, I pray that (name)’s love may abound more and more with knowledge and all 
discernment. I pray this so that (name) may be able to approve what is excellent, 
and so that (he/she) would be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with 
the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ to Your glory and praise!



DAY 35

Biblical Conversations with God

DAY 35
Paul | Peace of God

Read Philippians 4:6-7

I love the peace of God! Do you love the peace of God? 

I am reminded of a verse that I pray over one of my kids. “The Lord will fight for you; 
you have only to be silent.” (Exodus 14:14) It is a great verse, but it is more amazing 
when you take a look at the context surrounding this verse. Moses had just led 
the people out of Egypt and they were on the shore of the Red Sea. The army of 
Pharaoh was riding toward them, and then the people got whiny. Not just a little, 
but a full-on cry, yelling, pouting, what-are-we-going-to-do, the world is falling 
apart crying. Moses turns to God, and says, “The Lord will fight for you; you have only 
to be silent. “REALLY? That doesn’t sound like advice at all. That sounds like God 
is just kicking the can down the road. However, when Moses does this and is just 
silent, God shows up. Before a peace came over the people, it must have come over 
Moses first. What kind of peace from God does Moses receive in the midst of a not 
peaceful situation?

“The peace of God…will guard your hearts and your minds..” (v.7). Seek today to have 
His peace guide you. Allow for you not to be dictated by your schedule or your 
agenda, but instead by the peace that can only come from God.

Questions:
1. Do you know His peace?

2. When was the last time that you felt the peace from God? Do you struggle with 
“be(ing) anxious about anything” (v.6)?

3. Spend some time praying for His peace, and then ask for that to carry you through 
the day and guide you, even if your day is surrounded by crying people.



DAY  36

P E O P L E  O F  P R A Y E R

DAY 36
Paul | Don’t Miss an Opportunity

Read Colossians 4:2-4

I always have the greatest comebacks. You know, the kind that leaves the other 
person speechless and the whole room laughing. Sadly, most of those comebacks 
come to me hours later as I am lying in bed trying to go to sleep. In comedy, timing 
is everything. You know where else timing is important? In sharing the gospel with 
others. You may have been talking with someone who is going through relationship 
issues, you gave some advice, but later think, maybe that would have been a good 
time to share about the true love of Christ. You may have sat next to a stranger in the 
waiting room and buried yourself in your phone instead of striking up a conversation. 
When it comes to sharing the gospel, every opportunity matters.

This is why Paul tells us to be steadfast in prayer, being watchful with thanksgiving.  
Being steadfast in prayer means that we are constantly communicating with the 
Spirit. We pray, “God, provide an opportunity in this waiting room,” and then we 
listen for His prodding. When we start a conversation, we pray for wisdom to know 
what to say, and we pause before we speak so we can listen for His direction. When 
we are watchful for opportunities and prayerful when we approach them, God will 
do amazing things through us.

Questions:
1. What opportunities have you had to share the gospel? Thank God for them.

2. What opportunities have you let pass by? Why?

3. Pray that God would give you an opportunity to share the gospel today, and that 
you would not miss His guiding.   



DAY 37

Biblical Conversations with God

DAY 37
Paul | Thankful for Godly Examples

Read 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3

Paul and his two companions, Silvanus and Timothy, prayed together. In these 
two verses, Paul tells the Christians in Thessalonica that their church keeps 
coming to mind as he and his companions are praying. When they prayed for the 
Thessalonians, they thanked God for their work of faith and labor of love. The church 
in Thessalonica had faith and love that caused them to live differently. Paul isn’t 
very specific, but this church was an example of faithful and loving obedience to 
God. So Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy thanked God for the Christians in Thessalonica.
 
God gives us godly examples, too. There are Christians we look up to. They are not 
perfect, but their walk with God makes us want to follow God more. These godly 
examples are a gift from God. It is fitting that we thank God for them often and tell 
them how grateful we are. That is what Paul does here. He has a habit of thanking 
God for the church in Thessalonica, but here he tells the Thessalonians that he 
thanks God for them.

Questions:
1. Who are some people that have been a godly example for you?

2. Who are some people that you are seeking to be a godly example for?

3. Thank God for the godly examples in your life. Take an extra step today and send 
a text message, a Facebook message, email, or letter to one or more of the people 
who have been a godly example to you. Let them know that you thank God for 
putting them in your life.



DAY  38

P E O P L E  O F  P R A Y E R

DAY 38
Paul | Receiving God’s Word for What It Is

Read 1 Thessalonians 2:13-16

The Apostle Paul knew he had been called and commissioned by God to 
communicate God’s very word, His message, to a world that so desperately needs 
to hear it.  The Apostle Peter identified all of Paul’s writings with sacred Scripture 
(see 2 Peter 3:15-16). It is not surprising then that Paul was overjoyed when the young 
believers receiving his letter in Thessalonica recognized God’s Word for what it is.

Today, the Bible is seen by so many as simply another book. Some consider it 
somewhat worthwhile reading. Others see it filled with errors, myth, or worse. Few 
regard it for what it truly is, the Eternal Creator’s message for all of mankind. God 
revealed Truth.  Individuals, churches, and even denominations have rejected the 
Scriptures, Old and New Testaments, as God’s authoritative, inspired, inerrant, and 
sufficient revelation for humanity. 

God has given us His Word. It is to be read, believed, and obeyed. It is for our nurture, 
growth, and benefit. It is living, active, and powerful. It is able to get into our very 
souls!

Questions:
1. What does Paul say about the message he gave to the Thessalonians?  (v.13)

2. How about you? How do you view the Bible?  Is it truly God speaking in written form?  

3. Do you believe that the Scriptures are authoritative, inspired by God, inerrant, 
and sufficient for all of life?

4. If you recognize the Bible as God’s Word, give Him thanks for that! If you know of 
other believers, churches, or denominations that recognize God’s Word that way, 
give God thanks for that as well.

5. Pray for people, churches, and denominations in your community to recognize 
and accept God’s Word for what it is.



DAY 39

Biblical Conversations with God

DAY 39
Paul | Worthy and Fulfilled

Read 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12

Paul writes to the church in Thessalonica, and in verses 11 and 12 he notes his prayers 
for them, He prays that God would make them “worthy of his calling and may fulfill 
every resolve for good and every work of faith.” (v.11). Sometimes, when we get in the 
midst of life and doing our day to day actions, we forget that we have a calling, a 
good to do! God designed you for a specific calling that only you can do. We see in 
Scripture that all over the Bible He designs specific people for specific reasons and 
missions. It may be a person that you need to reach at work or a family that needs 
to know the love of God, but either way it is specific and God-given. He trusts you 
with a mission and a calling. You may not see yourself as ready for such a pursuit of 
eternal importance, but He absolutely does. He knows that you can do it, and He 
calls you up to do it. We are not just talking about the easy stuff, but the hard stuff 
where we need to rely on Him. 

When we become people of prayer, what happens is that we know our mission, 
always. Even in a time of peace, soldiers know what they need to do. We know that 
Christ has a calling that is worthy and needs to be fulfilled, and since we are his 
followers, we MUST share in that calling and mission as well. We cannot sit idly by 
and think that His mission is for others, that our time is past, has not come yet, or 
we are not ready. We are made worthy to fulfill what He has put before us if we rely 
on His ability. Seek that out today.

Questions:
1. Do you struggle with hearing that He has a mission and calling for you?

2. Do you know what that mission and calling is for your life? Have you asked Him 
recently? It may have changed.

3. Spend time in prayer for what He has given you. He trusts you with a mission at 
hand. Thank Him for that, and rely on Him to give you the strength, perseverance, 
and knowledge to do it.



DAY  40

P E O P L E  O F  P R A Y E R

DAY 40
Paul | Praying for the Government

Read 1 Timothy 2:1-3

Paul wrote 1 Timothy sometime between 60-65 AD. Nero was the emperor at the 
time. He was the first Roman emperor to persecute Christians. On July 19, 64 AD, 
Nero allegedly commanded several of his officers to set a fire to Rome, so that he 
could move forward on his plan to reconstruct the city. He sang songs as most of 
Rome burned to the ground.  Many expected that he was the orchestrator of the 
catastrophe, and to deflect blame, he charged Christians with the fire and began 
horrendous persecution of the Christians. Many Roman rulers despised Christians 
and were willing to go along with the deflection game.  

Christians were a new quickly-growing group who few knew much about. They 
were connected with Jews, who were in the beginning of staging their own revolt. 
Christians refused to participate in the citywide festivals to appease the gods. 
They refused to acknowledge Caesar as Lord, and rumors of cannibalism were 
flying because they would weekly eat someone’s body and drink blood. While the 
persecution probably had not started at the time of the writing, everything was in 
place for it to occur. Nero was acting more insane by the day, and Roman rulers’ 
suspicion and mistreatment of Christians was growing. In all this, Paul instructs the 
church to make supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings for all people, 
especially those in government. If Paul would call the church to pray for Nero and his 
governors, would he not instruct us to pray for our government?

Questions:
1. How does God’s love for all people shape the way you pray?

2. In what ways has politics caused division in your life? 

3. Pray for the leaders of our nation. 






