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Pastoral Reports 

Van Minter, Lead Pastor 

We’ve spent the majority of our year studying the Gospel of Mark, and throughout our study we’ve emphasized what it 

looks like to be a disciple of Jesus. Our prayer has been that, in light of our study, not only are we learning to be disciples 

but we are also making disciples. We must remember that as individuals and as the church, none of us have “arrived”. 

There will always be more growth and shaping that God wants to bring about in us, and we must remain humble enough 

to allow it to take place. Sometimes God’s Word may cause us to squirm and wrestle with what it’s teaching us, but that’s 

okay because if we aren’t open to what God wants to do with us, we will stagnate as a church, and nobody wants to sign 

up for that. 

One of my priorities for the coming year is to help Lake Ridge identify and practice the essentials of what and who we are 

as a church. We (pastors) want our people to be able to articulate and practice what we believe are the essentials that set 

the stage for God to grow and use this church. We’ve been working on a concise way to sum up this endeavor and it boils 

down to this: Know, Grow, and Go. We want to:  

1. KNOW the Word of God by preaching and teaching in a way that is clear and understandable to all who walk 

through our doors. 

2. GROW by emphasizing the application of God’s Word in everyday living. We also want our people to grow 

through fellowship opportunities that not only strengthen the bonds of those who have known each other for a 

while but also invite new faces into the fold. We want this to be an emphasis in Sunday school classes, home 

teams, and all other planned events. We want to make sure that when others come in contact with the church and 

the people of Lake Ridge, they know they are genuinely loved and cared for. 

3. GO in service to others, carrying the message of the gospel in order to have an impact in our homes, our 

workplace, our neighborhoods... 

We want to do these three things with such excellence that there’s no doubt as to what the identifying markers are for 

Lake Ridge Bible Church. 

I would ask that you join us in praying for God to send a spirit of revival and renewal to each of us. I want each of you to 

know how valuable you are to the body of Christ and how I truly consider it a privilege to serve alongside you as your 

pastor. I look forward to what God will do through us as we seek first His kingdom. 

 

Ben Lowery, Associate Pastor of Family Ministry 

Looking Back… 

We certainly have a lot to be thankful for as we look back over the year! We saw children baptized and babies born and 

adopted into our families.  



 

Our Awana program adjusted their schedules and plans to facilitate more interaction with the families of the children who 

enjoy that program. If you did not already know, we have a number of children attending our Awana program who do not 

attend LRBC. I was thankful for John & Stephanie Billimek and their team for their proactive outreach to those families.  

In our Student Ministry, Kyle Wisdom created a program called “Homeward Bound” that helped to drive the faith and 

discipleship into the homes of our LRBC families. The mission of the LRBC Family Ministry is to make family discipleship 

easier and more likely. Our Kids and Student ministries have worked hard to achieve that goal this year in both big and 

small ways. I’m thankful for Stephanie Billimek, our Kids Director, and Kyle Wisdom, our Student Ministry Director, for 

their faithful service at LRBC. As a Family Ministry team, we continue to work together to make discipleship easier and 

more likely within our homes.   

Our App Store Class ministry hosted apps like “For Richer: The Marriage Enrichment App” and “Extra! Extra! Think All 

About It!” The former of those two was specifically designed to equip and encourage our married couples to live out the 

gospel calling within their marriages and families. The latter of those two was designed to provide live-action training and 

practice in thinking “Christian-ly” about our world and about current events. We covered a host of topics that addressed 

issues facing families on a regular basis.  

Our Hospitality Team, headed by Pam Fletcher and a host of gifted servant-leaders in our church (including but not limited 

to Matt Griffin, Alfie & Karen Pfeifer, Julie Thomas, Bethany Wirges, and others) provided great meals for Wednesday 

Night Meals and also provided food throughout the year at several church events. I’m so thankful for their faithful service 

to the body of Christ here at LRBC.  

Looking Ahead… 

Looking ahead this year, I’m excited to announce that our App Store classes will take a sabbatical year. In their stead, the 

Family Ministry will be hosting a men’s and a women’s Bible study group. Our hope is to foster greater fellowship and 

belonging at LRBC among our adults. We hope that you’ll plan to invest in these ministries because every member of the 

body is valuable and important to the whole! 

We’re also excited to roll out a new Wednesday night program for children in 1st – 5th grades in addition to our Children’s 

Choir. The boys’ group will be called “The King’s Men”; and the girls’ group will be called “True Women”. This program is 

designed to incorporate character development, life-skill development, and biblically-based discipleship. We hope you’ll 

be as excited about this as we are!  

God has a plan for each family at LRBC to be a light for Christ in a world that deeply needs His life. By making disciples in 

our church and in our families, the light of the gospel will continue to go out from Lake Ridge Bible Church. This year I 

hope to provide more and greater outreach opportunities for LRBC families. I’m definitely looking forward to a great year 

together chasing down those dreams for God’s glory!   

 

Roger Raymer, Associate Pastor of Senior Adults and Missions 

Judy and I have been blessed to serve here at Lake Ridge. This past year was no exception as we served in the Senior 

Adult Ministry and in Missions.  



 

Senior Adults 

The Lake Ridge Senior Adult group, Encore, took an overnight trip to Glen Rose, TX, in September. We all gathered for a 

bar-b-que dinner and then attended a presentation of “The Passion - the Story of the Life of Christ”. The music and 

presentation were wonderful; however the second act was washed out by a big, booming Texas thunderstorm. The next 

morning several of us played golf, went antiquing, or had an extended breakfast. Next year there will be Encore events to 

concerts and other “age appropriate” activities planned. 

As pastor to senior adults, I teach the Ambassador’s Sunday school class. Judy and I regularly visit senior adults who are 

in the hospital or convalescing at home. We also participate in the Single Sisters ministry to older single women and 

widows. I am often asked to officiate at funerals, which is another opportunity to provide pastoral care for our church 

family. 

Missions 

As Missions Pastor, Judy and I serve on the Missions Committee and participate in planning and presenting our annual 

Missions Conference. We visit Lake Ridge-supported missionaries at least once a year. Last year we were able to visit the 

Ways in Germany, as well as Anna DeLuna, the Nolteriekes, and the Shepherds in Hungary. 

We want to promote missions in our church family through hosting a mission trip every other year. Last year we took a 

group of adults to Honduras to see the mission work of Camino Global. We saw the traditional missions outreaches 

through the hospital, the Bible college, and churches as well as the non-traditional work of Hope Coffee. Through the 

sales of coffee, Hope Coffee is able to build houses and improve the lives of Hondurans who are following Jesus. 

During the next year we plan to visit missionaries in Spain and in Wales. We will also plan and lead another adult mission 

trip. 

Thank you for the privilege of serving the Lord with you here at Lake Ridge Bible Church. 

 

Jonathan Shotts, Worship Director 

I have been honored to be your Worship Director and Young Adult Director this year! Personally, this year has been quite 

the change as we welcomed our first child, Eliza Mae Shotts, into the world. She is four months old and is the sweetest 

girl in the world. (I might be a little biased!) As many of you may know, at the end of May I will be completing my Master of 

Theology at Dallas Seminary. It has been six years of study, and I’m grateful for the support from the people and 

leadership at Lake Ridge to pursue and complete these studies.  

Worship Ministry 

My prayer for this year has been that our gatherings would be full of joy as we celebrate our hope in Christ and remind 

ourselves of who God is and what He’s done for us. Psalm 145:3 says, “Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; His 

greatness no one can fathom!” It goes on to say in verse 7, “They (the worshipping generation) celebrate your abundant 

goodness and joyfully sing of your righteousness.” Our God is an abundantly good God. What an awesome privilege we 

have week after week to remember who He is and to proclaim the victory we have in Christ! At the same time, this 



 

privilege means that God meets us even in our darkest moments when we feel like we have nothing to offer him but 

questions and pain. We may echo the prayer of the psalmist, “Awake, Lord! Why do you sleep? Rouse yourself! Do not 

reject us forever. Why do you hide your face and forget our misery and oppression?” (Ps 44:23–24). Yet in all of our highs 

and lows, God is the God who reaches down to dwell with us (Immanuel)—a God who is present in our joys and in our 

sorrows.  

Here are a few highlights from the past year. First, the summer kicked off with a wonderful VBS! I had the privilege of 

coordinating the music for the fourth time. Our high school students really grew in their musical and leadership skills. As 

the summer ended, we had our fourth annual Hymn Sing. It was a special night, singing some of the favorite hymns of our 

congregation. October rolled around, signaling another successful Missions Conference. In November, the Pie & Praise 

gathering, my favorite event at Lake Ridge, was a sweet time of fellowship and thanksgiving. The Advent season was a 

special time of remembrance of our Savior’s birth and His incarnation. I was also given the privilege to preach on the New 

Year’s Sunday; I was very grateful for the opportunity! 

I am thankful to work with a great team of volunteers. These men and women are the people who selflessly help lead the 

congregation in worship. We have volunteers who lead as musicians, sound engineers, camera operators, and computer 

operators. You would not be able to hear the music or the preaching, read the lyrics of the songs, watch sermons online, 

or have the diversity of music we have without these incredible volunteers who are members just like you. As a group, we 

spend regular time in fellowship and in worship together. These are sweet times as we grow together to better serve the 

body here at Lake Ridge. If you feel like God is calling you to help volunteer with us, please don’t hesitate to set up an 

appointment with me!  

As a worship ministry, we are constantly exploring how we can better improve our talents and equipment to use all that 

God has given us to provide you with the best opportunity to worship God on Sunday mornings. One of my hopes in the 

next few years is for a renovation of our audio, video, and lighting systems. Much within these systems is outdated and 

failing. My prayer is that the Lord would provide through His people to accomplish a greatly needed update so that we can 

accomplish all God has for us in worship with quality, clarity, and creativity.  

Finally, Thomas Bowe has been the Worship Intern at Lake Ridge for the past several years. He regularly helps to lead 

worship—as he did for the Advent services—and has really grown as a worship leader through his time as intern. He and I 

meet regularly to talk about worship ministry, to plan services, and to pray for you all. In May, Thomas graduates from 

Criswell College, which means at the end of the summer his internship will end. I wanted to formally thank Thomas for his 

service to the church and for his friendship to me. He’s been an invaluable part of the worship ministry at Lake Ridge and 

will be greatly missed. 

Young Adult Ministry 

Lauren and I are completing two years as leaders of the Young Adult Ministry. I mention her at the beginning because she 

is every bit a ministry partner as she is my wife. I’m beyond grateful for her. She provides wisdom and insight and helps to 

keep us going in the right direction. At the same time, we can’t do this on our own, which is why I also want to recognize 

Fred & Robin Hurst as co-leaders to the group. They provide the hospitality, care, and joy that we need in our group. Their 

humble spirits, generous hearts, and ministry experience are absolutely invaluable. Praise God for them! 



 

The short of this report is this - we love young adults! In our group, we tackle the essential and formative issues of our 

faith within the context of this crucial time of life. Our studies this year have included 1 Peter, Judges, apologetics, and 

topics on spiritual transformation, discipleship and missions, stewardship, wisdom, gender, sexuality, suicide, abuse, and 

a variety of adulting topics. Our big event of the year is Collegiate Week in August, but we do several smaller events 

including a camping trip, worship nights, service activities, game nights, rock climbing, kayaking, and more. A big thanks 

to all of the people in the church who have hosted us for events. Your hospitality has not been forgotten and is greatly 

appreciated. 

Our big need as a ministry is to raise money for those going to Collegiate Week. We have a scholarship fund called 

Serve-2-Earn, which enables college students to earn scholarship money by completing approved service projects. If you 

would like to give to our scholarship fund, please let me know!  

We are excited for the summer when those off at college return to join in with the already great group we have throughout 

the year. We look toward building up our group and pressing forward to all that Christ has for our group next year.   

I hope this report encourages you as we look back at all the Lord has done over the past year. I am looking forward to 

what He will do in our midst next year. May God bless Lake Ridge, and may we worship and serve with joy and in the 

truth of God’s Word. 

 

Kyle Wisdom, Youth Director 

It is surreal to look back on an entire year of Student Ministry and try to capture all of that adventure in a single snapshot, 

but here we go! The past year has been quite the journey for us as we taught through Daniel, Isaiah, and highlights of 

Proverbs. On Wednesday nights in discipleship groups, we went through the attributes of God and the fruit of the Spirit, 

but our most ambitious endeavor was “Homeward Bound”. In January, we challenged families to gather around the dinner 

table or here at church to study the scriptures as a family, to highlight the home as the primary center of discipleship. 

It would not be Student Ministry without our crazy events! We had a fantastic mission trip to New York City with our juniors 

and seniors. We served in soup kitchens, gave out groceries, led chapel services, and shared the gospel in parks, all to 

equip us to better minister in our own urban context. We also had a blast at Fall Retreat at Sky Ranch. In addition to great 

times in the Word, we had a fantastic worship team led by our own Thomas Bowe, who also stepped up with an 

impromptu live karaoke band. RISE Weekend was a wonderful time of serving alongside our students as we ministered in 

places from horse therapy centers in Kaufman to urban farms in East Dallas to nursing homes in Garland. Our students 

are full of life, devoted to Christ, and active in love! 

We had to say goodbye to two of our faithful leader couples this year: Caleb & LeAnn Tolleson (who will be moving to 

Arkansas at the end of May) and Brandon & Robin Rodriguez. While they have continued at Lake Ridge, their presence in 

our ministry was cherished and will be missed. We thank them deeply for their service and friendship. We also got to 

welcome several new leaders into our junior high ministry: Jad Dagher and Julian & Susan Fontanillas. They bring a 

wealth of intentionality and excitement to our group and excel at leading and loving our students. We are also thankful for 

our other current leaders: Billy & Ashley Todd, Brad & Deborah Carl, Lance & Evie Gardner, and Alyssa Masters. 



 

Several exciting changes are ahead like the addition of a 6th grade class to the junior high. Families of these students are 

now given the choice to join us, and we are eager to welcome these new students. We are also moving toward a greater 

level of youth involvement in the organization of our ministry. Every youth ministry must constantly rework itself to adapt to 

each new group of students, and we think the best way is to let the students invest themselves in the ministry at every 

level possible. Our hope is that we can serve our church, our community, and our students for many years to come and 

invite them into the wonderful adventure of following Christ. Thanks, Lake Ridge, for all of your support of the Student 

Ministry. We look forward to the year God has ahead for us.  

 

Elder Reports 

Minutes from the 2018 Annual Business Meeting 

LAKE RIDGE BIBLE CHURCH 

Annual Congregational Business Meeting 

Sunday, April 22, 2018, 10:30 a.m. 

The Annual Business Meeting of Lake Ridge Bible Church was held on Sunday, April 22, 2018. This meeting was 

combined with the Sunday morning regular worship service as a way to combine our praise and worship to God for all He 

has done for LRBC. He has guided our decisions and led our planning for the upcoming fiscal year, June 1, 2018-May 30, 

2019. 

Welcome 

The congregation was welcomed by Pastor Ben Lowery, who also highlighted some announcements concerning LRBC 

activities. 

Congregational Singing 

Call to Order and Prayer 

Ken Roose, Chairman of the Board of Elders, called the meeting to order and opened in prayer  

Covenant of Membership 

Pastor Van Minter summarized the major truths studied throughout the recently completed series on 1 Corinthians and 

combined this with leading the members through the LRBC Covenant of Membership. 

Treasurer’s Budget Proposal 

Dan McEvilly announced that LRBC’s current budget of $902,985.19 is on track. Barring any unforeseen needs, the 

projected income and expenses will come in on target this year. The projected budget for 2019 is $895,364.09, a small 

decrease from the current budget. Dan highlighted significant aspects of the budget, including the intention to devote 

24.3% of the budget to missions. That financial focus on missions is consistent with LRBC’s emphasis on and support of 

missions. There was a time for questions and answers, followed by prayer. The weekly offering was collected. 



 

Recognition of Outgoing & Incoming Leaders 

Pastor Van Minter recognized and thanked those men who have completed their terms as Elder and Deacons. The 

congregation applauded them in appreciation and gratitude. 

 Outgoing Elders:    Incoming Elders: 

  Ken Roose     Randy Balch 

  Craig Fletcher     Deric Salser 

 Outgoing Deacons:    Incoming Deacons: 

  Chris Allen     Greg Barnes 

  Tony Durant     Fred Blundell 

  Gary Lindsey     Craig Himmelsehr 

  Caleb Tolleson     Billy Todd 

  Steve Weldon     Rick Weaver 

Missions Report/Introduction of New Missionaries 

Mike Pocock, Chair of the Missions Committee, reported on our Missions program: 

• He introduced Aaron & Megan Stamper as proposed Lake Ridge missionaries. Megan grew up at LRBC and is 

the daughter of Tom & Laurie Dewey. 

• Mike thanked those who serve on the Missions Committee and mentioned them by name. 

• He summarized that LRBC supports 40 missionary units and described the breakdown of areas of the world 

where they serve and the types of service they perform. 

• This summer, LRBC will participate in short term mission trips to Bonaire; Honduras; and Juarez, Mexico. 

• Other LRBC members are taking individual short term mission trips this summer. 

• September 28-October 7 will be LRBC’s 2018 Missions Conference. 

Voting and Submission of Ballots 

Ken Roose called for the voting and submission of ballots, followed by congregational singing while the ballots were 

tabulated. 

All items on the ballot passed with at least a 97% vote. The meeting was adjourned with prayer for the incoming leaders. 

 

Mike Wisdom, Chairman, Governing Board of Elders 

As I reflect on this past year about Lake Ridge Bible Church, two main themes continue coming to mind: the Bible and the 

family.  

The Bible is not just a part of our church name; it permeates all that we do and are as a church. It forms the source of our 

doctrinal statement and is referenced throughout. Scripture is the basis for all teaching at LRBC, starting with our Sunday 

sermons and worship services given by our pastoral staff and Sunday school class teachers. Instruction given in our 

Student Ministry and Kids Ministry programs begin building the foundation of good biblical understanding even at those 



 

early ages. It is the focus of other outreach activities that we have throughout the year. Our Awana program reinforces 

Bible memorization. Our summer Vacation Bible School provides a week of fun and learning biblical stories and values. 

Kids Beach Club provides the opportunity to partner with a local elementary school where we are given the ability to teach 

the Bible to neighborhood children and provide them with their own copy of the Bible. A few of my favorite scripture 

passages describing the Word of God include: 

• light to our path (Psalms 119:105); 

• protection from sin (Psalms 119:11); 

• endures forever (Isaiah 40:8); 

• living and active (Hebrews 4:12); 

• right and true (Psalms 33:4); 

• God-breathed (2 Timothy 3:16); and 

• equipping God’s servants (2 Timothy 3:17). 

The family is a foundational aspect of the church of God, and we at Lake Ridge see it as part of our mission to provide 

avenues to strengthen the family bonds and provide sources of spiritual encouragement. The continuation of our Family 

First Sundays has united our families in corporate worship and provided time for our kids to have their own children’s 

sermon that also provides spiritual insight to the adults as well. This year the staff has scheduled “Family First Sunday at 

the Park” outings to give all ages a time to gather and enjoy each other’s company. Other family-specific activities have 

taken place and more are in the works for the coming year. This past winter our Student Ministry provided the “Homeward 

Bound” series to encourage parents of our youth to take the lead of their families in a structured Bible study with guidance 

from our staff.  

It seems that biblical values and God’s standard for the family are both increasingly running counter to our existing culture 

and national climate. We must, as a church, continue to be the standard bearers for God’s Word, be the design and 

purpose for the family, and be the light on a hill that points our community to the Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

Randy Balch, Treasurer 

Fiscal Year 2018-19 

We praise God for His provision and blessings this past year! The Lake Ridge Bible Church body continues to be faithful 

in serving our Lord with our gifts, talents, and finances. We will come to the end of our 2018-19 fiscal budget year at the 

end of May, and our giving is falling a little behind of our planned budget. It is possible that our budget will balance 

through the end of May if our giving continues to meet or exceed our weekly budget amount of $17,218.54. The following 

table provides a look at our 2018-19 fiscal year and trending of income and expense:  

 

 

 



 

 

Annual Weekly 

2018-2019 Budget $895,364   $17,218.54  

Giving Annualized $850,705   $16,359.71  

Expenses Annualized $938,820   $18,054.23  

Ending General Fund Cash (as of March 31, 2019)  $106,713.30  

 
Ending Total Cash $171,984.49  

 
 

Our giving may exceed the planned budget, but our expenses are trending with that increase. It is important to realize that 

a budget is strictly a guideline for tracking income and expense. Based on the current trends, we are recommending a 

slight reduction in the budget of 2.38% for 2019-20. 

 

 

Fiscal Year 2019-20 

The elders and pastors are presenting a budget of a slight 2.38% decrease: $874,047 for Fiscal Year 2019-20.  

We have completed our second full year of pastoral transitions, and we are excited to see how God will use their gifts of 

shepherding, vision, and new ministry opportunities over the next year. Our Missions budget will remain at 25% of the 

total budget. Ministry leaders, working with their teams and designated pastor leaders, presented their budgets, allowing 

for needs and austerity. Great care and governance, prayerful stewardship, and continual faithful giving will allow us to 

operate efficiently for 2019-20. Stewardship of God’ s resources involves careful consideration in all areas of ministry, so 

we look forward to following God’s lead as we move into another year of ministry.  
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The following 2019-20 proposed budget is presented unanimously by the Elder Board to the church membership for 

approval and sacrificial commitment to be offered to God’s ministries locally and globally. 

        

                

 

Mike Pocock, Missions 

It’s a privilege to report to you what’s happening globally through the workers you support from Lake Ridge Bible Church. 

You are a caring and giving church, and the workers you have sent out to minister in the USA and around the world are 

thankful for your prayers and interest. They emphasize this in all their letters, most of which you can read more fully as 

they are shared through our Missions Update emails. Some are working in areas of considerable security risk for 
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missionary work, so the details and the locations are not always as detailed as you may like. Praise God that none of our 

workers have been lost in the multiple bombings in Sri Lanka or New Zealand, but these events show that global ministry 

today can have serious consequences. Do continue in prayer for workers and for those most directly affected by recent 

events. 

Marget Stokes has gathered very short ministry highlights of our missionaries for the past year and those are available on 

our website (www.lakeridge.org/missions). Please read them and praise God for what they doing, lifting them up in prayer. 

I’m blessed and helped by a committee composed of Larry & Marget Stokes, Glenn Davidson, Darrell Fisher, Roger & 

Judy Raymer, and Art DeLeon (Deacon Liaison to the Missions Committee). I thank them for their faithful work. We meet 

monthly on the first Thursday evening and invite others of you to visit or consider joining the committee. Together we have 

interviewed workers on furlough, listened to and prayed for some undergoing struggles or key decisions, met with new 

applicant, and discussed new opportunities. 

Lake Ridge Mission Workforce 

We presently have 37 active workers spread throughout the world: Asia (9), the Middle East (1), Europe (6), Latin America 

(4), Africa (1), and in the United States (16) ministering to the military, youth, Hispanics, international students, and in 

mission administration. Ministry is going on among Muslims, Hindus, traditional tribal groups, Catholics, Orthodox, and 

many Buddhists, Confucianist, and secular people. I’m satisfied that we are doing a significant part of Jesus’ Great 

Commission to make disciples of all nations.  

Short Term Workers 

This year Mike & Melanie Burer, who fellowshipped with us for many years, are taking Mike’s sabbatical from DTS in 

France, teaching and evangelizing with TEAM with their family.  

Big Changes 

Sadly we will be saying goodbye to the Buhlers, the O’Days, and the Shotts as they move to Kansas City to continue work 

with Avant mission. Camino Global is merging with Avant, but some workers will stay here. We thank God for the 

tremendous contribution they have made to the ministry and outreach of Lake Ridge and ask God’s rich blessing on them 

as they continue to work as our missionaries. There will be a reception farewell for those three families after church on 

Sunday, May 5th. 

Actions 

Some workers have had to discontinue due to institutional decisions beyond their control and others are coming on. In 

addition to approving the 2019-20 annual budget of $217,800.00, we are asking you to approve Shannon Brown with 

East-West Ministries and Andy & Sarah Hurst for ministry to internationals with CRU’s Bridge ministry in College Station. 

In addition to the church’s mission budget, we do receive funds monthly in a non-budget fund. This fund has enabled us to 

help with ministry projects and with individual missionary needs such as travel to attend to terminally ill family members 

(Marlen Zharmenov’s father in Kazakhstan and Scott Way’s father in the US). This fund will also enable us to assist Kara 

LeTourneau working with Children’s Relief International for a year before hopefully coming onto the regular budget next 

year. 



 

New Developments 

We are already planning for two weekend missions conferences this fall and next spring which will enable us to get 

exposure to workers who can’t make our traditional annual conference. The conference this fall will be October 4-6. Alvin 

Low, who reports amazing outreach by indigenous workers in Asia, will be with us. The theme is “WhatsApp? God Is at 

Work in our World Today!” 

Paul tells the Colossians (1:6), “All over the world this Gospel is growing and bearing fruit!” It’s still happening! The spring 

missions weekend will be April 17-19, 2020. 

 

Children’s Ministry Reports 

Stephanie Billimek, Kids Ministry Director and Lake Ridge Academy Director 

Kids Ministry 

Our Kids Ministry continues to grow and change at Lake Ridge! In addition to last year’s addition of Family First Sundays, 

where our elementary students attend the entire worship service with their parents, this year we transitioned our 1st – 4th 

grade students to join with us in the service every Sunday up through the offering time. Each Sunday after the offering, 1st 

– 4th graders are invited to go to “Kids Corner” teaching time upstairs in the E building or to stay with their parents through 

the sermon and end of the service. We have loved having our elementary students join with us every Sunday morning, 

having all generations coming together to worship! This has become a sweet time of worshipping together through song, 

prayer, Missions Moments, and a time of giving back to the Lord. 

As we begin to think about summer, we definitely need volunteers for all age groups in both the 9:00 and 10:30 hours. It 

takes about 20-25 people each Sunday morning to volunteer in our nursery through elementary Sunday school classes for 

both hours. Month after month and season after season, we are blessed with volunteers who love children and want to 

serve at Lake Ridge by teaching them about the love of Christ and what it means to have a relationship with Him. We love 

that our teachers are creative in how they teach and always make Sunday school a fun, loving place to be. Summer is a 

great time to give our regular teachers and helpers a break so they come back refreshed for the fall. We are very flexible 

with summer schedules! If you’ve never served in Kids Ministry, come chat with us about it and consider serving with kids 

this summer! 

VBS is June 17-21! This year’s theme is IN THE WILD! Grab your cameras and buckle your seatbelts…wild adventures 

are on your way! Sign up your child to attend and sign up to volunteer at www.lakeridge.org. It takes around 130 

volunteers for us to put on such an amazing VBS! We are looking so forward to reaching out to our community this 

summer! 

Our elementary students will once again attend pre-teen camp at Sabine Creek Ranch in Royse City June 7-10. Pre-teen 

camp is very early this year, so be sure to sign up your camper ASAP online at www.lakeridge.org. The theme this year is 

BRANDED! Pre-teen camp is for those students have completed grades 3-6. This camp is always an amazing time for our 

pre-teen group! 

http://www.lakeridge.org/
http://www.lakeridge.org/


 

Lake Ridge Academy 

Lake Ridge Academy, our church’s weekday preschool and kindergarten, continues to reach out to our community, loving 

on and teaching children ages 12 months through 6 years. We have had 77 children attending our program this year on 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. We teach academics through a fun learning environment, and we always infuse 

our day with teaching children about having a relationship with Jesus. 

We have had a great year at LRA, and we are already almost completely full for the 2019-20 school year, with waiting lists 

going in several classes! We don’t advertise LRA in any way except our banner that is hung outside. We’ve found that 

word of mouth is our best advertisement! Parents continually recommend our school to others, which I believe is a 

testament to the wonderful teachers and aides we have. These ladies genuinely love each other and they love teaching 

children. They are a great support to each other in brainstorming classroom ideas, sharing creative thoughts, or in caring 

for each other when there are family health concerns. The care this staff has for one another is evident to families who 

attend our school, and they feel part of our LRA family during the years they are here. 

It is a blessing to be a part of this staff and to participate with them in serving and reaching out to families in our 

community. 

 

John Billimek, Awana Commander 

We will wrap up the 2018-19 Awana year on the evening of April 28th, and it will have been another great one! This year 

more than 100 children joined us regularly each Sunday and, as is always the case, we were also blessed with a bunch of 

great leaders - youth and adults. If you know someone who volunteers in the Awana ministry, be sure to thank them for 

building a solid biblical base in the next generation. 

As we do each year, we had a Missions Challenge each semester to encourage clubbers to support other organizations in 

the community. In the fall we collected food for Sharing Life, a local food pantry here in Mesquite. This spring we collected 

diapers and wipes for Vogel Alcove, an organization in Dallas that provides care during the day to the children of 

homeless parents. 

Every year as Awana comes to an end, I find myself thankful and grateful to Lake Ridge Bible Church for making this 

program such a large part of its outreach to the community. While a good number of our clubbers are attendees of LRBC, 

we have close to (if not right at) half of our clubbers who fellowship elsewhere – and sometimes we have clubbers who 

don't even attend church on a regular basis! It is our Awana leadership's prayer every year that He would use us to 

continue to mold and shape the next generation to love and follow Him. 

If you have any questions about Awana or would like to consider being a part of it in 2019-20 let me know. I would be 

thrilled to have you join us in this tremendous outreach. You can reach me at jbillimek91@att.net or 214-435-0635. 
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Jody McDermott, KiDs Beach Club 

KiDs Beach Club is a ministry outreach connector to build bridges between churches and public schools to benefit our 

local community. Our neighborhood school, Kimball Elementary, is our mission field to share the gospel and connect the 

kids with Christ. By the end of the school year, every child will have their own KBC Bible. These children are mere blocks 

from our door but are from different faiths and backgrounds. It is our prayer is to see God making changes in their lives. 

We have a group of faithful LRBC volunteers who build relationships with these kids individually and through games, 

songs, stories, and memory verses to show that “Jesus Is Cool at School”. It is our hope that we that we can expand this 

knowledge of Jesus from the child to their whole families. KBC realizes that God’s power behind our ministry is achieved 

through prayer. We are grateful to our “Lifeguards” and the faithful Sunday school classes who pray for our kids, their 

families, and our volunteers. 

 

Alyssa Campbell, Nursery Director 

This year we have had wonderful volunteers working with our toddler and infant combined nursery every Sunday. We 

have had many new little bundles of joy born within the last 6 months who will soon be filling our nursery, requiring us to 

separate the toddlers and infants again. Yay!   

Wednesday morning Bible study childcare has been full like the previous year, with approximately 20 children in childcare.  

We have five weekly childcare workers because of the large number of women attending with small children. The Bible 

study ended the second week of April.  

Wednesday evening Apps has two childcare workers who are kept busy with kids whose parents are attending the many 

choices of classes. They have been serving faithfully and doing such a great job with the children who attend. 

Recruitment has begun. Usually parents will fill in the gap for our faithful volunteers so they can take a break through the 

summer and come back refreshed in the fall to serve. If any Lake Ridge members or attenders are interested in serving, 

please see me to initiate a background check in order to serve. What a blessing to work with all of our children and help 

grow them into Christ-like adults! 


