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Pastoral Reports 

Van Minter, Pastor 

This year has been full of change, transition, and the unexpected. Change is always good if it’s moving us in the 

direction God wants us to go. The pastoral staff and elder board have sought the Lord asking for His wisdom as 

we seek to implement the Know, Grow, Go vision statement at Lake Ridge. As we continue to make our way 

through our Acts series, my prayer is that what we’re seeing take place in the early church is informing us about 

what our priorities should be at Lake Ridge today. One thing that has been a great source of comfort to me as 

your pastor is that you are a church body that genuinely wants to let the Word of God shape and form us instead 

of it being the other way around. You may ask “But isn’t that the desire of every church?” Unfortunately, you 

would be surprised by what takes place in many pulpits today. So, kudos to all of you for being like the Bereans 

in Acts 17 who “receive the message with great eagerness and examine the Scriptures every day to see if what is 

being taught is true.” This certainly is in line with the Know part of our vision statement. 

Growing has certainly been a vibrant part of what I’ve witnessed this year as we’ve had quite a number of 

young new families come into the fellowship at Lake Ridge. God has seen fit to add great people who love Him 

and want to get connected and grow in the faith and in their relationships with others. We want to see that 

continue, and I want to encourage all of you to continue to extend the hand of fellowship to all who come 

through our doors. Your kindness and hospitality are what people need in order to feel connected and loved. 

Growing also means that God sometimes moves his servants to new locations in order to be used where they’re 

needed. God saw fit to have Pastor Ben Lowery and his family accept a position in South Carolina in order to 

minister to the people there, and we fully support what God made clear. Continue to pray for the Lowery family 

as they serve. At the same time, God saw fit to bring a new worship leader to Lake Ridge, and we have been 

blessed to have Jeremy Wilkerson and his family join our church family. We are convinced that this is who God 

had in store for us when Jonathan Shotts transitioned to take a teaching position at Heritage Christian Academy. 

Jonathan served us with excellence during his time as our worship director and continues to serve as our Young 

Adult Ministry director. We also saw our longtime pastor Roger Raymer retire in December. Roger has always 

been a model of how to carry yourself as a pastor, and I’m forever grateful for his friendship and example. He 

and Judy currently serve with the Avant Ministries and still attend Lake Ridge. 

Going is the result of our Knowing and Growing together at Lake Ridge. As I write this, I’m reminded of how 

much I really miss getting to see and be with all of you. I love fellowship, and the current COVID-19 situation 

reminds me of how much we need each other. On the flip side of this, you guys have gotten super creative in 



 

figuring out how to reach out people from week to week. It seems that the gospel is going out in more ways 

than it ever has in the past. People who might never have walked through our doors are tuning in to live-streams 

and Zoom meetings. Keep up the good work and know that your labor is not in vain. My prayer is that all of this 

will serve to sharpen our focus on what really matters in the lives of people. We know we have the answer; now 

it’s time to give it away. Love you all very much! (vminter@lakeridge.org) 

 

Jeremy Wilkerson, Worship Director 

Hello, Lake Ridge family. It's truly been a blessing to be led here to serve as your worship director. As Kristin 

and I prayed and sought the Lord for where His path would lead us, there were times it felt like He was totally 

silent. Then out of nowhere He seemed to smile upon us and lead us to Lake Ridge Bible Church. In the few 

months we've been here, we have been shown time and time again that we correctly trusted His leading in 

coming here. From those of you who have supplied meals, to those who have loved on and served my girls in 

LRA, to those of you who have dropped fun "goodies" by the house, to those who have stopped by the church 

office to chat and pray with me, we have seen God's hand and affirmation that we are right where we need to be. 

Even in the midst of this unprecedented time in our culture and country, I've been blown away at how you 

continue to be the church even while we cannot physically gather together. I look forward to the future ministry 

here at LRBC, getting to know even more of you and growing with you in the Spirit. I believe the Lord has 

great things planned for the Worship Ministry, and I'm excited to see what all He has in store for us as a body 

in the coming year! Blessings and peace to you. (jwilkerson@lakeridge.org)  

 

Jonathan Shotts, Young Adult Director 

Worship Transition 

This has been a year of transition for the Worship Ministry. After accepting the position as the Spiritual 

Development Coordinator at Heritage Christian Academy in July, I stepped into an interim worship director role 

until the Lord brought us a new worship leader in January. And let me say, the church is so blessed to have 

Jeremy Wilkerson as our new Worship Director! He has done an incredible job, and the transition has been such 

a smooth one. 

I want to say a special thank you to our amazing team of volunteers in the Worship Ministry. They are fantastic 

group of men and women who serve the Lord and this church faithfully without want of praise or recognition. 
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The Worship Ministry would not be what it is without the gifts and willingness of our musicians and A/V 

teams. Lake Ridge is blessed by these people! 

I’m so grateful for my time as your worship director. You have been such a supporting church, loving me and 

walking with me as I have grown as a worship leader. We cherish Lake Ridge, and I’m so grateful that Lauren, 

Eliza, and I are still a part of the church body and still on staff in the Young Adult Ministry. I look forward to 

the years ahead as Jeremy leads us before the throne of God in worship! 

Young Adults 

Lauren and I are completing three years as leaders of the Young Adult Ministry. I mention her at the beginning 

because she is every bit a ministry partner as she is my wife. I’m beyond grateful for her. She provides wisdom 

and insight and helps to keep us going in the right direction. At the same time, we can’t do this on our own, 

which is why I also want to recognize Fred & Robin Hurst as co-leaders to the group. They provide the 

hospitality, care, and joy that we need in our group. Their humble spirits, generous hearts, and ministry 

experience are absolutely invaluable. Praise God for them! 

The short of this report is this - we love young adults! In our group, we tackle the essential and formative issues 

of our faith within the context of this crucial time of life. Our studies this year have included relationships, 

Revelation, Ephesians, wisdom, and a variety of “adulting” topics. We have met with the men’s and women’s 

groups on Wednesday nights. Several of the members of our group have taught and shared testimonies. Thanks 

to Henry Rogers for facilitating opportunities for the young adults at our church to teach. 

Our big event of the year was Collegiate Week in August, but we do several smaller events including a camping 

trip, worship nights, service activities, game nights, and more. A big thanks to all of the people in the church 

who have hosted us for events. Your hospitality has not been forgotten and is greatly appreciated. 

The coronavirus has made it challenging to stay connected during the pandemic, but we continue to meet as a 

group for Wednesday night studies through Zoom. These have been special times of worship, prayer, and Bible 

study as we’ve met with more of our college students who are home than we normally would have during the 

school year. We hope that this summer is a time to reconnect and get back to normal, and we are praying that 

the coronavirus would cease soon. Our hope is in the power and victory of Christ! (jshotts@lakeridge.org)  

 

Kyle Wisdom, Student Ministry Director 

Student Ministry always feels like a mythical quest, and this year has taken on epic proportions. We started the 

summer in a Wednesday night study entitled “Jesus is Better” and that theme has persisted through all the ups 
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and downs of our ministry journey. We studied the book of Galatians, the Sermon on the Mount (in our fall 

Discipleship Groups), and the Gospel of John. Our Junior High continued in The Gospel Project, looking at the 

story of Scripture through the Old Testament. In January, we invited several experts to a Wednesday night 

discussion series entitled “Deep Dialogue”, that looked at a Christian response to various areas of life.  

We had a packed-out year of fun events: archery tag, our first church lock-in, rock climbing at Summit Gym, 

hosting the box maze at the Harvest Festival, escape rooms, Turkey Day at Alan & Kelli Lovell’s farm, 

WhirlyBall for high school students and Jumpstreet for junior high, and Home Movie Night. We hosted several 

outreach projects: packing more than 30 Operation Christmas Child boxes, volunteering at an OCC processing 

center, and going Christmas caroling at the Brookdale Senior Living Center. We traveled to the YMCA of the 

Rockies in Colorado again and had a blast at Student Life Camp, learning about our gracious access to God in 

Christ amidst the beauty of the Rocky Mountains. We learned spiritual survival skills at Hoblitzelle Conference 

Center during our annual Fall Retreat. We performed four amazing, original musicals and studied the 

importance of the cross at the resurrected CRASH Weekend in early March. Our students are full of life, 

devoted to Christ, and active in love! 

We said goodbye to two of our faithful leaders this year: Brad & Deborah Carl, who served faithfully with us 

and have spent more than 20 total years in youth ministry in various church contexts. Praise God for their 

faithfulness! We welcomed Greg & Holly Barnes into our Student Ministry leadership to work with our high 

schoolers. They have been an awesome addition to our team. We are also thankful for our other leaders: Jad 

Dagher, Julian & Susan Fontanillas, Lance & Evie Gardner, Alyssa Masters, Billy & Ashley Todd, and Emily 

Wisdom. In particular, Jad Dagher has provided massive amounts of teaching and administrative assistance this 

year, in addition to his seminary work and recent engagement. We could not have put on the year we did 

without his sacrificial service. We look forward to celebrating with him in his wedding this summer!  

The last several weeks during the shutdown have been a challenge, but our students have consistently attended 

Zoom meetings and have interacted in so many unconventional ways to stay connected. During this trying time, 

we even managed to host an online auction for our Junior/Senior Mission Trip to Anchorage, Alaska, in July. 

We raised over $2,000! Thanks, Lake Ridge, for all of your support of the Student Ministry. We have an 

amazing group of students, we are supported by a fantastic church, and we serve a great God. We look forward 

to the year God has ahead for us. (kwisdom@lakeridge.org)  
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Elder Reports 
Minutes from the 2019 Annual Business Meeting 

LAKE RIDGE BIBLE CHURCH 

Annual Congregational Business Meeting 

Sunday, April 28, 2019, 10:30 a.m. 

The Sunday morning worship service has been established as a combined annual meeting for Lake Ridge Bible 

Church and the regular Sunday worship service. The congregation opened the meeting by singing “10,000 

Reasons”. 

The meeting was called to order by Pastor Van Minter, who led the members in reciting the LRBC Covenant of 

Membership and taught about the items included in the Covenant. He ended this section of the meeting by 

leading the congregation in prayer. 

Missions Report & Introduction of Missionaries 

Mike Pocock presented a global overview of LRBC missions. Some of the missionaries LRBC supports face 

serious consequences in the places they serve if they are overt about their faith. LRBC members were asked to 

pray for our missionaries on a consistent basis. Additionally, Mike thanked the Missions Committee members 

and invited other church members to join them. 

• He reported LRBC is supporting 37 active workers spread around the world. 

• He introduced LRBC’s two newest missionaries, Shannon Brown and Andy & Sarah Hurst, who are 

recommended for support. The LRBC Missions budget will not be increased due to some people coming 

off the field at this time. 

• Additionally, Kara LeTourneau will be helped this coming year by extra gifts that are given outside the 

main Lake Ridge budget. 

• Mike announced that the Missions Conference will be held in October, with Alvin Low acting as the 

keynote speaker. 

Mike concluded his report with prayer. 

At this time, the regular offering was collected. 

Recognition of outgoing Deacons and Elders  



 

• Van recognized the outgoing elders and deacons who have completed their terms. 

• He then introduced the newly nominated elders and deacons and gave members an opportunity to mark 

their ballots. 

• The new elders are Ken Roose and Craig Fletcher. The new deacons are Chris Allen, Matt Griffin, Chris 

Phelan, John Schumacher, and Jason Vogel. 

Treasurer’s Budget Proposal / Questions & Answers 

Randy Balch, Church Treasurer, presented the 2019-2020 proposed budget. He reported that we are behind in 

balancing our current budget. Based upon estimates for the current fiscal year through May 30, 2019, the trend 

for our giving has been down while expenses are trending up. We are reducing the 2019-2020 budget by 2.38% 

from last year’s budget. The proposed new budget is $874,047 or $16,800 per week. The proposed budget 

presents a balanced budget for this next fiscal year. Randy fielded questions from the floor to explain changes in 

the budget year over year. 

Deric Salser asked members to mark their ballots, which were then collected by the tellers. 

The congregation voted and passed in their ballots while singing “Great is Thy Faithfulness”. 

Vision Casting for May 

Ben Lowery presented some initiatives that are intended to refresh some LRBC Programs. Three church core 

values will be discussed in a sermon series in May: Know/Grow/Go. With a few more details, Ben indicated 

that Know will focus on Knowing God, Grow will focus on Growing together, and Go will focus on Going 

forth. 

Voting Results 

The tellers reported to Van, who then reported to the congregation that: 

• the proposed budget passed; 

• the new missionaries were approved; and 

• all nominated elders and deacons were elected. 

He closed with prayer for newly elected elders and deacons and gave the benediction.  

 

 



 

Craig Fletcher, Chairman, Governing Board of Elders 

Praise God for His presence and wisdom with Lake Ridge Bible Church in fiscal year 2019-2020. The 

KNOW—GROW—GO vision is an exciting vision for Lake Ridge Bible Church. It became clear an assessment 

of (1) historical financial trends that had taken place over the previous two years, (2) transitions in leadership, 

and (3) current policies and processes were necessary to energize the entire fellowship to this vision. 

Immediately, leadership began meeting with Sunday school classes as well as asking the entire church to PRAY 

for: 

• KNOW—GROW—GO  

• INDIVIDUAL AND CORPORATE REVIVAL 

• SEEK God and His perfect will for LRBC and all its members—PRAYING without ceasing! 

• LIVE life together in more dynamic ways—growing closer to each other in good and tough times—

LOVING each other! 

• ENGAGE with each other in revived PARTICIPATION in Sunday School, home teams, Bible studies, 

discipling/mentoring connections! 

• WORSHIP God together in more engaged manner, committing more of ourselves to ALL of His grace 

and power—THANKS at all times! 

• EQUIPPING our LEADERSHIP in love and support! 

• ENLARGE our REACH—advancing the gospel in MINISTRY and MISSIONAL efforts with renewed 

vigor and creativity! 

• EVALUATING and supporting our missionary units in most efficient ways! 

• EXCITE each other and communities beyond our walls for the cause of the GOSPEL! 

• FUNDING our MINISTRIES & MISSIONS—all reviving our desires and priorities for the sake of the 

gospel! 

LRBC has been and continues to be truly blessed with a marvelous fellowship and genuine spirit of ministry 

and missions! Our number one desire is to see God’s will more alive and active among all who currently attend 

and create a more appealing place for personal growth and gospel advancement for new families. LRBC saw a 

resurgence of new babies and children in the nursery and children’s department. New families not only joined 

or attended regularly, but they stepped into roles of leadership and volunteer positions immediately. New 

Sunday school classes, home teams, ministries, and fellowship activities emerged with a renewed energy and 

excitement. Wednesday night curriculums and delicious meals were offered that included entire families to 

assemble and grow. Intergenerational fellowship is so sweet. 



 

Finances (weekly giving) to operate the church were lagging for the last two fiscal years and continued to be a 

concern for leadership into fiscal year 2019-2020. Cash balances dipped to critical levels during the summer 

and early fall. Jonathan Shotts, who served so faithfully as our worship director, sought a full-time position as 

Spiritual Growth Leader at a nearby Christian school. Ben Lowery answered God’s call on his family’s life to 

move to a new pastorate in South Carolina. These and several other concerns were met with hope and prayer. 

God is faithful! A search for a new worship director ensued with a search team, and God blessed us with Jeremy 

Wilkerson and his family. The decision to currently proceed with a single pastor is largely due to a marvelously 

talented and eager staff as well as the vast number of volunteer teams.  Elders, deacons, and staff all working 

from the same vision plan, along with reshaped teams and subgroups, is a highlight of the year. Much more will 

ensue, but God is honored by the unity and creativity. Couple these highlights with the ever-present teaching 

ministries in classes, Bible studies, and home teams and God receives more of our praise!   

Budget processes required leadership to reevaluate our stewardship model. By no means were any ideologies in 

need of alteration, simply the accountability and proper use of His funds. KNOW—GROW—GO became the 

motivation for creating an allocation model of designating funding categories. The five allocation categories 

comprising the budget for 2020-2021 are MINISTRY, MISSIONS, OUTREACH, CAMPUS 

ENHANCEMENT, and OPERATIONAL COSTS. Subgroups comprised of elders, staff, deacons, and 

members-at-large in some cases, are prayerfully focusing on each element of KNOW—GROW—GO. Team 

models for leadership are developed in order that oversight, involvement, and participation will include the 

entire fellowship of LRBC. Exciting times! “God funds what He favors!”   

For years LRBC has been blessed by faithful givers. November’s Thank Offering was an outpouring of 

generosity and served to boost our operating balances. The General Fund giving on weekly offerings and 

November’s Thank Offering support our entire budget of missionary support. In order to continue boosting 

certain gospel advance functions within Missions, a MISSION EMPHASIS MONTH was devised with a 

designated OFFERING SUNDAY, similar to the one in November, solely for gospel advance cash accounts 

like Missions and Outreach. While Missions is already funded through our General Fund, these special offering 

funds are above and beyond General Fund giving. They will deposit directly into specified funds operated by 

the Missions Committee and the newly formed Outreach/Evangelism Team to help with additional missionary 

expenses, emergencies, short-term missions, etc. Praise God we are a church with such a great history of gospel 

advance locally and abroad! Stay tuned for the amended MISSION EMPHASIS SPECIAL OFFERING 

SUNDAY.   



 

Praise God for technology and support staff during these awkward shelter-in-place Sundays. An increasing 

number of members are tuning in each week and during the week. Van has brought us God’s Word faithfully. 

Kyle has stepped into an even larger role and has blessed us with his creativity and passion. Jeremy and his 

team are leading us into His presence and encouraging us weekly to lift up the name of Jesus in song and deed. 

What some may have intended for evil, God IS working for His good. HE IS ALIVE! HE IS RISEN! 

(craigf921@gmail.com) 

 

Randy Balch, Treasurer  

Fiscal Year 2019-2020 

We praise God for His provision and blessings this past year! You continue to be faithful in serving our Lord 

with your spiritual gifts, talents, and finances. We are currently meeting our budget as of the end of March. 

Getting to this point, however, was made possible by significant offerings in November and December. We 

began the first five months of the year troubled, with offerings $8,217 under budget each month and increased 

expense of $3,272 each month above budget for the same period. At the end of October, General Fund income 

was under budget $41,086 and General Fund expense was over budget $16,362. This out-of-balance condition 

was corrected due to changes in staff, reductions in operational costs, stressed importance of General Fund 

giving, and additional Thank Offering and year-end gifts. As a result of the aforementioned reductions and 

increased gifts, our General Fund giving is meeting expenses through March, thanks to YOUR support of the 

ministry at Lake Ridge Bible Church.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cash Balance 

Beginning General Fund Balance June 01, 2019  $   121,258.85  

General Fund Balance October 31,2019  $     78,487.54  

General Fund Balance December  31,2019  $   195,341.23  

Projected General Fund Cash Balance May 31, 2020  $   198,369.00  

Expenses   

Average Expense June 1, 2019 thru December 31, 2019  $     72,433.00  

Current Monthly Expense as March 31, 2020  $     57,830.25  
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Fiscal Year 2020-2021 

Our pastor and elders are proposing an unchanged budget for our new year, beginning June 1, 2020. An 

Allocation Method is proposed to simplify the budget process. General Fund will consist of 5 areas of ministry: 

Operations, Ministry, Missions, Outreach, and Campus Enhancements. Details of this model were outlined 

above in Craig Fletcher’s report. The efficiency of this model and its effectiveness are based on careful 

stewardship of God’s resources as we faithfully carry out the mission of KNOW, GROW, GO.  

Even though our budget is remaining the same, we felt it appropriate to not reduce the budget and trust God that 

our finances are in a more stable condition. Any reduction in the budget would mean lower allocation dollars 

for Ministry and Missions. Much of the reduction in expenses to the future budget is a result of two staff 

members we have decided to postpone decision to fill vacancies. However, we did leave a line item in the 

budget for a potential pastor hire in the future. (rbalch@fistmail.com)  

 

Mike Pocock, Missions 

Greetings all! And thank you for generously and prayerfully standing with global outreach through the 40 

missionaries sent out from Lake Ridge. Jesus commanded His apostles to make disciples in all the world and 

that they should teach all their disciples to do the same (Matt 28:1920). We are in line and in agreement with 

Jesus’ last great commandment with 23 workers distributed on all continents except Australia and 17 in our own 

United States. 

As a member of your Missions Committee, it’s a thrill to receive reports from these workers who not only share 

the gospel and train leaders but mobilize others to do the same. Often they are involved in strategic and needed 

ministries of mercy, especially during the coronavirus pandemic in the Middle East, Ecuador, Africa, and Latin 

America. Be sure to read Marget Stokes’ brief summaries of each worker, which are available to you on the 

church website. You can read their regular newsletters and updates when you sign up to receive our Missions 

Updates emails through Ashley Todd. (Request them by emailing Ashley at atodd@lakeridge.org.) You have a 

wonderful Missions Committee and I thank Larry & Marget Stokes, Glenn Davidson, Roger & Judy Raymer, 

Art Deleon, and new members Fred & Robin Hurst, Cecilia Fisher, and Eric Lunday. Darrell Fisher served for 

seven years and we have been blessed by his wisdom gained from teaching international students at SMU. 

We had an exciting missions conference in the fall with the theme “What’s App?”, inspired by Paul’s mention 

that even in his own day, “…all over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing.” (Col. 1:6) This spring, 

we launched a second Outreach Emphasis “20-20 Vision: Seeing Clearly Near and Far” (John 4:35). 
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Unfortunately, the coronavirus changed our plans as we had to go to live-streaming, but we were able to use 

videos of six ministries in any case. Our plan was to introduce you to some of the 19 volunteer ministries being 

undertaken by you all. We hope to continue with this plan when it’s possible to meet again in person. 

In the new fiscal year, we expect to hold a Missions Conference in October, followed by a spring conference in 

2021. The spring conference, which will be planned by our newly formed Evangelism Committee, is designed 

to motivate and mobilize us all for greater missional involvement in local communities. It will also highlight 

ways you can be involved in existing volunteer outreaches by Lake Ridge. 

Our aim is to have a balanced global outreach that prioritizes evangelism, discipleship, church planting, and 

leader training, as well as ministries of mercy and help to needy churches and communities. These ministries 

require administrative backup and several of our workers are deployed to do that. Short term visits with ministry 

alongside veteran missionaries are valuable in exposing our younger and older people to global realities and 

opportunities. We hope to facilitate or lead these short-term opportunities. Some are already planned by staff 

like Kyle Wisdom for our youth in Alaska this summer. 

Going forward, we will continue to support all the workers we presently have, but a reduced pattern of 

historically generous giving over the past year has shown a need to implement reductions in the Missions 

budget. We have reduced the support for all workers by 20%. This is hard for them, but the measures were 

unavoidable. We have proposed and seek approval for the 2020-21 Missions budget of $175,020.00. A special 

offering intended to be received during our spring Outreach Emphasis will give the committee discretionary 

funds to assist with missionary needs and respond to unanticipated opportunities. It will also help fund activities 

of the Evangelism Outreach Committee, now in formation. May God grant us all and our missionaries a return 

to health, an end to the COVID-19 pandemic, and the restoration of jobs that permit us to express the generosity 

we have always shown. Ask God to protect and use our workers who live in the middle of coronavirus- affected 

areas, many countries with far less preparation and facilities than our own nation. (mpocock@dts.edu)  

 

Children’s Ministry Reports 
Stephanie Billimek, Director of Kids Ministry and Lake Ridge Academy 

Kids Ministry 

So much has happened in our Kids Ministry in the last year! 
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We had a very successful VBS, In the Wild, in June 2019 and we had an amazing camp experience at Sabine 

Creek Ranch with our pre-teens! 

In the fall of 2019, we began implementing a new Sunday school curriculum for preschool through 2nd grade 

called “Heartshaper” by David C. Cook. Our teachers have all had very positive things to say about the new 

curriculum and continue to enjoy teaching children the truths of God’s Word using this new format. 

We continue to grow in our Nursery/Toddler program on Sunday mornings! We have had a “full house” many 

Sundays this past fall and winter! The volunteers in our Nursery/Toddler room are wonderful and continually 

love on these littles with the love of Christ. 

In the fall of 2019, we also started up our Kingdom Kids program for our 1st-6th graders on Wednesday nights. 

Girls of Grace and King’s Men met together for a time of learning God’s Word, crafts, games, and fun hands-on 

lessons. We are very excited about continuing Kingdom Kids in fall of 2020 and planning out new curriculum 

for our kids to dive into in September! 

Spring of 2020 has, of course, brought so many of our activities and plans to a halt. We miss seeing our Kids 

Ministry families each Sunday morning and Wednesday night, but God is guiding us through this time of 

“sheltering in place” and He has brought some unique opportunities of connection with our families. 

We have created a Family Resources page on our church website where families can access our Heartshaper 

materials for Sunday mornings at home (preschool – 2nd grade) and lessons for older elementary kids have been 

provided with excerpts from The Family Devotional Bible. 

Since we could not be together at church in April, we created and delivered Easter sacks for our LRBC families. 

Inside the sacks, we provided Resurrection Eggs to be opened, one each day leading up to Easter Sunday. 

Scripture reading and hands-on family activities were included in the sacks. Families really seemed to love 

having this resource to help them talk through the days leading up to Easter and Jesus’ resurrection! We have 

updated our Kids Ministry Facebook page (LRBC Children’s Ministry) and have enjoyed interacting and 

communicating with our families using this social media format. 

Our VBS leader team has been meeting and brainstorming to find an alternative way to do VBS this year since 

it does not look like we will be able to meet in a large group on campus in June. Stay tuned for more details on 

VBS 2020! 

We are scheduled to attend pre-teen camp in July at Sabine Creek Ranch, but we are waiting to hear whether or 

not they will hold pre-teen camp this summer. 

 



 

AWANA 

The AWANA program has been a part of Lake Ridge for many years. Every AWANA volunteer we have 

spoken to counts it a privilege to have been given the opportunity to serve in this ministry. We love our clubbers 

and consider it a privilege to come alongside them as they worship through music, games, and Scripture 

memory and grow in their knowledge of the Lord.  

As our current AWANA leadership team began to talk with each other after Christmas, it became apparent that 

everyone who currently has a leadership role in AWANA is needing to step down and will not be able to serve 

next fall. Everyone on our leadership team LOVES the AWANA Program. It has impacted our families and 

meant so much to each of us personally. However, the Lord is leading each of us individually to move and serve 

in new areas. Each person/couple in leadership came to this decision independently from each other and for 

different reasons, including change in ministry service, stage of family, and job situations.   

As you may remember, in February we sent out a church-wide email, bringing to the attention of our church 

family the need for four leadership positions to be filled. We also met with our current AWANA volunteers and 

sent an email out to all of our volunteers and AWANA families asking them to prayerfully consider taking on a 

leadership role next year. 

Currently, we have only had one person who has expressed an interest in a leadership role. We are continuing to 

pray and ask God’s will regarding the future of AWANA at Lake Ridge. We are praying for the Lord’s clarity 

in this process, whether He will raise up a new group of leaders to serve or whether we need to seek a new 

direction in this area of our Kids Ministry. 

If the Lord is impressing on you the possibility of taking on a leadership role in AWANA, we want you to feel 

free to contact John or Stephanie Billimek. We would love to sit down with you and answer any questions you 

have regarding AWANA and what it would look like to take on a leadership role.   

Lake Ridge Academy 

Lake Ridge Academy, our church’s weekday preschool and kindergarten, continues to reach out to our 

community, loving on and teaching children ages 12 months through 6 years. We have had 82 children 

attending our program this year on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. We teach academics through a fun 

learning environment, and we always infuse our day with teaching children about having a relationship with 

Jesus. 

The week of March 1st was the last week we were able to attend LRA due to COVID-19. We were not able to 

come back to school after Spring Break, and we have been missing our LRA families so much! We created a 



 

Lake Ridge Academy Facebook page so that our teachers could post things for their students like circle time, 

songs, stories, and fun game and craft ideas that parents could implement at home. We hope to be able to have 

some kind of awards ceremony for our preschoolers later in May as well as a Kindergarten graduation, even if it 

is in small groups and possibly outdoors. (sbillimek@lakeridge.org)  

 

Jody McDermott, KiDs Beach Club 

KiDs Beach Club is a ministry outreach to build bridges between churches and public schools to benefit our 

local community. Our neighborhood school, Kimball Elementary, is our mission field to share the gospel and 

connect the kids with Christ. By the end of the school year, every child will have their own KBC Bible. Our 

faithful LRBC volunteers work one-on-one with each child to introduce them to Jesus’s life with an emphasis 

on His love for them. Using games, songs, stories, and memory verses, we show that JESUS IS COOL AT 

SCHOOL! 

These children are mere blocks from our door but are from different faiths and backgrounds. It is our prayer to 

see God making changes in their lives, which will spread the knowledge of God to their entire family. 

Following Spring Break, our meetings were halted due to COVID-19. We have continued to set aside Monday 

afternoons at 3:00 p.m. to pray for the kids of Kimball, their families, and the teachers and staff. Several of our 

volunteers meet via Zoom and lift up these Beach Club kids during this difficult time. We delivered Easter 

Blessing Bags (with personal notes, treats, tracts, and an invitation to join our live-stream services) to each of 

the 70 kids in our Beach Club. Pray that God will continue to use His Word to remind these children of His love 

for them. 

KBC realizes that God’s power behind our ministry is achieved through prayer. We are grateful to our 

“Lifeguards” and the faithful Sunday school classes who pray for our kids, their families, and our volunteers. 

(jody@mcdermottnetworking.com)  
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