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Pastoral Reports 

Van Minter, Lead Pastor 

It’s hard to believe it’s almost been a year since I started as lead pastor. It’s been a pleasure to serve you along with the 

rest of our staff, and I’m looking forward to what the Lord has in store for us in the years ahead. I pray that our first study 

together in The Life of Joseph series and our recent study through 1 Corinthians has been something the Lord will use to 

mature us as the body of Christ. I’ve always had the deep conviction that when we work our way through the full breadth 

of what God’s word is teaching us, we can’t help being affected by it, assuming we are submitting ourselves to it. I want to 

commend you all because I’ve always sensed your desire to want to dive in and be faithful to Scripture. In fact, this is the 

main reason new families that have come to Lake Ridge this year have said they want to be a part of our church family. It 

reminds me of what we see in the second chapter of Acts when the Lord added to the number within the church because 

of the church members’ faithfulness to be about the business of those things that truly matter. My prayer is that as we 

move forward, the Lord would move us to be increasingly faithful to the things that actually count in His eyes. I believe we 

are poised to do this in light of the men and women on staff that serve with me as well as our deacon and elder boards. I 

am extremely grateful for all the men and women who have faithfully served in various capacities/ministries. You all have 

truly been a picture of what Paul writes about in 1 Corinthians 12, where each part does its work. My prayer for each of 

you is that you will not grow weary in doing good, but that you would find increasing joy in the Lord as you continue to 

serve. 

The spiritual climate of today’s society seems to try to pressure the church into moving farther and farther away from what 

the Lord has called His church to be, and with that comes a decision every church must make. Will we stand firm and 

unapologetically continue to teach the word of God faithfully, living out what it teaches us, or will we cower to the demands 

of a lost world in an attempt to be liked and left alone? God forbid that Lake Ridge Bible Church ever lean toward the latter 

option. In James 3, we are warned that not many should desire to teach because those who do will be judged more 

strictly. In light of that warning, I would ask that each of you be faithful to pray for those of us who have been given the 

charge to teach. Faithfulness is not for wimps; it is the key to seeing good fruit being produced. 

I have two desires for the year ahead. First, that we understand the significance of belonging to the local church - not just 

by attending but through active involvement as members, with each person using his or her gifts as we grow toward 

spiritual maturity. Second, that we would experience personal and corporate revival. When a statement like that is made, 

the question that often comes up is “So how are we going to make that happen?” This implies that we need to create 

something in order to pull it off, but is that really what is required for a fresh revival of the heart? I believe there are things 

that can help facilitate this, but primarily it's faithfulness in the teaching ministry of the church and a yieldedness to the 

Spirit’s work and conviction that sets the stage for revival. When revival takes place, it changes our outlook on everything 

and we live with a stronger sense of meaning and purpose. Imagine what God will do with a church where the Spirit of 

God is fanning into flame the desire of the people to love God with all their heart, soul, mind, and strength and to love their 

neighbor as themselves. It’s a privilege to be your pastor and I love you all. 

 



 

Ben Lowery, Associate Pastor of Family Ministry 

This marks the completion of our first year in Family Ministry at LRBC. We couldn’t be happier with the church’s 

enthusiastic reception of the family ministry emphasis and your faithful participation throughout the year. Though we were 

moving into uncharted ministry waters, we had several ministry goals for the year we knew we wanted to prioritize. First, 

we wanted to start building bridges between individual ministry “silos.” Children’s, student, young adult, men’s, women’s, 

and senior adult ministries together comprise the full Family Ministry team. Family Ministry is my personal focus, but each 

of these ministries and their leaders has contributed in vital ways to LRBC’s ministry to families over the course of the 

year. Continued inter-ministry cooperation and input will be an ongoing priority this year.  

Second, we started the year with the goal of developing more intergenerational contexts throughout our church’s life. The 

Family First Sunday initiative, when we invite our smaller children to take part in the worship service with us, is an 

example of such an intergenerational focus. It’s been wonderful to see families worshiping together and to watch our 

children take part in the monthly Children’s Sermon time. Wednesday Night Meals are another good example of an 

intergenerational opportunity for whole families to be together in fellowship regularly. Thanks to our Hospitality Team led 

by Pam Fletcher, Matt Griffin, Karen Pfeifer, Julie Thomas, and many more, these meals and other group events have 

been a huge success. We are grateful for the ministry of the Hospitality Team as they serve our church body faithfully. 

Truly, their influence on LRBC life is significant and their ministry is vital. Additionally, the church’s participation in family 

softball nights, the annual Freedom Fest, February Family Night, the Easter picnic, Advent worship season, Christmas 

caroling, and other intergenerational ministry contexts has our whole Family Ministry team excited for what the Lord will do 

this coming year.  

Third, we began the year with the goal of driving faith into the home. Through the teaching and preaching on Sunday 

mornings and the App Store classes on Wednesday nights, the entire ministry staff has put the family in focus. During 

Advent season, we developed and distributed family “Advent-ure Packets” to augment our families’ holiday season with 

opportunities for weekly devotions and at-home, faith-centered activities. In the upcoming year, be on the lookout for more 

creative opportunities to integrate faith into your family life.  

Family Ministry is eager for input from our LRBC families. If there’s something you’d love to see in the coming year, let us 

know! We are blessed to have this opportunity to strive alongside each and every LRBC family as we all seek to walk 

faithfully as followers of our Lord Jesus. 

Roger Raymer, Associate Pastor of Senior Adults and Missions 

Senior Adults 

The first thing Judy and I did in our new role, which began June 2017, was to form a new senior adult group. Our over-50 

population is scattered through our adult Sunday school classes as well as in our traditional senior adult class, the 

Ambassadors. Our first event was in August, a dinner and square dance at the Fletchers’ barn. It was attended by more 

than 60 senior adults. That evening the name Encore was selected for this new group. 



 

Since Judy and I were on sabbatical for three months in the fall, we did not have another Encore event until February, 

when we hosted a catered Valentine dinner and karaoke in the Family Room. A good time was enjoyed by the more than 

50 in attendance. 

Encore plans yet to be finalized include a luncheon at the Arboretum and an overnight trip to Glen Rose for golfing, 

antiquing, touring the Creation Museum, and attending the Passion Play. 

When we returned from our sabbatical, we took over the regular teaching responsibilities in the Ambassador Class. We 

attend and help organize all the class activities and outings. We are enjoying the class very much. 

Since most of the men who attend the Men’s Bible Study on Wednesday nights are over 50, continuing as the Bible 

teacher for that group was a natural fit in my new job description. The group averages about a dozen men each week. 

Larry Stokes is the coordinator. 

Alfie & Karen Pfeifer came to the Elders with a vision and passion for a ministry to widows and other senior unmarried 

women in our fellowship. The Board enthusiastically agreed to their proposal, and this ministry also naturally fit in my area 

of responsibility. The first Sunday in March, Judy and I, along with Alfie and Karen, hosted a Single Sister Luncheon to 

kick off this new ministry with 16 women in attendance. After lunch, Alfie presented the purposes and goals of this 

ministry, which was well received by the ladies. 

Though I am available for the entire church family, my focus is pastoral care for seniors. Judy and I also regularly visit 

those who are ill or hospitalized. 

Missions 

Our missions responsibilities began with our sabbatical, where we spent three months Antigua, Guatemala, in intensive 

Spanish study. We achieved our goal of becoming functional in Spanish. The ability to speak Spanish is not only useful in 

Spanish-speaking countries but very helpful in our ministry here at Lake Ridge. The United States is the second largest 

Spanish-speaking country in the world. 

After returning from Guatemala, Judy and I became regular members of the Missions Committee. We had the opportunity 

to present a Missions Moment in church this past February. 

Promoting missions through adult mission trips is another one of our responsibilities. In June, we will take a group of 

adults from Lake Ridge on a mission trip to Honduras. Brian & Jennifer Masters will co-host this trip, which will allow those 

who attend to witness firsthand the results of Camino Global’s historic ministry in Honduras as well as the modern impacts 

of the ministry of HOPE Coffee.    

As pastor of missions, I am also charged with providing pastoral care for our supported missionaries. In May, Judy and I 

will visit Scott & Leona Way in Germany and David & Jeanni Shepherd, Ryan & Jen Nolterieke, and Anna DeLuna in 

Budapest, Hungary. In the fall, we plan to visit Jeff & Sheny Walker in Mexico. 

We will be involved with planning, organizing, and participating in this year’s Missions Conference in October. 

As our role develops, Judy and I look forward to regularly contacting all our Lake Ridge missionaries through email, 

Skype, and occasional visits to proactively provide pastoral care. 



 

We count it a great privilege to be a part of the pastoral staff of Lake Ridge Bible Church in this role as Associate Pastor 

of Senior Adults and Missions. 

Jonathan Shotts, Worship Director 

Worship Ministry 

My focus this year has been on reminding us of the incredible privilege we have each Sunday to gather for worship. 

Psalm 100:4 says “Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise!” What an awesome opportunity we have 

to participate in worshiping the Lord of heaven and earth! We get to join in with the chorus of angels who are thunderously 

and continuously singing before His throne. At the same time, this privilege means that He meets us even in our darkest 

moments when we feel like we have nothing to offer Him but questions and pain. We may echo the prayer of the psalmist, 

“Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and afflicted. Relieve the troubles of my heart and free me from my 

anguish. Look on my affliction and my distress and take away all my sins.” (Ps 25:16-18) In all our highs and lows, God is 

the God who doesn’t change. He remains the same good, loving, sovereign, beautiful God. And we get to worship Him. 

Wow! 

The opportunity to recall significant worship events of Lake Ridge over the past year is a great privilege. First, the summer 

kicked off with a wonderful VBS! I had the privilege of coordinating the music for the third time. We had a great team of 

students who really grew in their musical and leadership skills. As the summer ended, we had our third annual Hymn 

Sing. It was a special night, singing some of the favorite hymns of our congregation. October rolled around, signaling 

another successful Missions Conference. In November, the Pie & Praise gathering - my favorite event at Lake Ridge - 

was a sweet time of fellowship and thanksgiving. The Advent season was a special time of remembrance of our Savior’s 

birth and His incarnation. I loved the time of celebration on Christmas Eve morning as we all placed our gifts at the foot of 

the manger, offering our lives and all we have to the One who offered Himself for us. I was also given the privilege to 

preach on New Year’s Eve Sunday, an opportunity for which I was very grateful! Finally, this March, we were blessed to 

host the Liberty University Wind Symphony for an incredible concert. 

I am thankful to be able to work with a great team of volunteers. We added several new volunteers this January and 

expanded what we do as a worship ministry. These men and women are the people who selflessly help lead the 

congregation in worship. I absolutely cannot do my job without them, and I am so grateful for all they do. We have 

volunteers who lead as musicians, sound engineers, camera operators, computer operators, and members of the creative 

team. We are constantly exploring how we can better improve our talents and equipment and how we use all that God has 

given us to provide you with the best opportunity to worship God on Sunday mornings. If you feel like God is calling you to 

help volunteer with us, please don’t hesitate to set up an appointment with me! 

Young Adult Ministry 

In June, Lauren and I began leading the Young Adult Ministry. I mention her at the beginning because she is every bit a 

ministry partner as she is my wife. I’m beyond grateful for her. She provides wisdom and insight and helps keep us going 

in the right direction. At the same time, we knew we couldn’t do this on our own, so we approached Fred and Robin Hurst 

to help us lead this group. They graciously accepted and have provided the hospitality, care, and joy that we needed in 

our group. Their humble spirit, generous hearts, and ministry experience is invaluable.  



 

We changed the name of the group from College & Career to Young Adult Ministry because of our emphasis on this group 

as adults within our church. We are tackling the essential and formative issues of our faith within the context of this crucial 

time of life. Our studies have included the Sermon on the Mount and the book of Romans, as well as topics of 

stewardship, wisdom, gender, race, business, missions, evangelism, and adulting. Our big event of the year is Collegiate 

Week in August, but we’ve done several smaller events, including a camping trip, game nights, Whirlyball, mini-golf, and 

others. A big thanks to all the people in the church who have hosted us for events. Your hospitality has not been forgotten 

and is greatly appreciated. 

This summer we are looking forward to those who are away at school coming back and enhancing the already great 

group we have throughout the year. We look forward to continuing to build up our group and pressing forward to all that 

Christ has for our group next year. We have found such joy in ministering to our young adults at LRBC. 

I hope that this report encourages you as we look back at all the Lord has done over the past year. I am looking forward to 

what He will do in our midst next year. May God bless Lake Ridge, and may we worship and serve passionately and in the 

truth of God’s word. 

Kyle Wisdom, Youth Director 

The Student Ministry has gone through several notable changes over the last year, and God has been faithful through all 

these things to bring about continued growth in our students and glory for His name.  

In June 2017, I took over as Youth Director, following Ben Lowery’s long, faithful tenure in the position. Also beginning in 

leadership was Brandon Rodriguez, moving from the college ministry to serve as Junior High Director. Brandon has 

proved invaluable to this ministry and has a gift for connecting with the students. We were joined by a wonderful crew of 

adult leaders. Some have been with us for a while (Billy & Ashley Todd and Alyssa Masters) while others valiantly signed 

on with us for the first time (Caleb & LeAnn Tolleson, Brad & Deborah Carl, Lance & Evie Gardner, and Robin Rodriguez). 

All these leaders have made generous contributions of their time, effort, and affections for the students in this ministry. 

Without them we would truly not have the ministry we have today.  

This year our events also mingled some of the old and some of the new. Camp was a new experience, as we journeyed to 

Estes Park, CO, for Student Life Camp at the YMCA of the Rockies. The Lord brought us through a number of difficulties, 

including two trips to the emergency room, while still allowing us to have a wonderful time at camp under the capable 

Bible teaching of Timothy Ateek. We will be returning to Estes Park this summer, though hopefully avoiding some of the 

injuries.  

We returned to Camp Hoblitzelle in Midlothian, TX, for our annual Fall Retreat, a great time of bonding and spiritual 

renewal for the students. We examined instances of the arrival of God at various points in Scripture and saw that when 

God shows up, it changes everything. Brandon and I handled the teaching and Thomas Bowe led in worship for the 

weekend.  

We also went through our second RISE Weekend this spring. This event, which was first launched last year as the 

replacement for CRASH, centers on a full day-long ministry project that the students create themselves. This gives our 

students the ability to Relate, Inspire, Serve, and Engage people in their community with the gospel in order to instill a 



 

lifelong skill set and vision for ministry. This year the junior high did yard work and relational ministry for a veteran woman 

and for Bob & Pearl Lightner. The 9th-10th graders painted fences, cleaned out stalls, and performed other tasks for two 

horse therapy camps for kids with special needs. The 11th-12th graders partnered with Our Calling, a local homeless 

ministry, to sort through donations at their Dallas headquarters and then distributed their own “care packs” to homeless 

people in the city that afternoon. 

On Sunday mornings, we have been walking through the book of Acts all year, looking at the way Jesus continued to work 

in His apostles through the power of the Holy Spirit to bring His church from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth, 

overcoming social boundaries, physical distances, and persecution. On Wednesday nights, the students are broken up 

into discipleship groups in order to allow them time to discuss and interact with the material. In the summer, we studied 

The Beatitudes from Matthew 5. In the fall, we looked at great prayers from the Bible in order to build a better theology 

and practice of prayer in our lives. This spring, we began with a four-week evangelism training we called “The Gospel 

Workshop”; we are finishing out the semester with “Encounters with Jesus”, a study based on Timothy Keller’s book that 

looks at how Jesus interacted with different people throughout the Gospel of John to meet their different needs and point 

them to Himself. The senior class has also stepped up in big ways as functional leaders within the group. They have 

planned several events and are currently leading monthly studies through the book of James on Sunday mornings.  

What the Lord has reminded me this year is that He will build His church. Time and time again, God has put the right 

people in the right place at the right time in order to make our ministry work. That includes the students, who continually 

help me see new ways to know and love Jesus. We are also continually thankful for the support we receive from our 

parents and are always looking for ways to better involve them in our ministry and equip them to be ministers to their 

students at home. 

Elder Reports 

Minutes from the 2017 Annual Business Meeting 

LAKE RIDGE BIBLE CHURCH 

Annual Congregational Business Meeting 

Sunday, April 23, 2017 

The Annual Business Meeting of Lake Ridge Bible Church was held on Sunday, April 23, 2017. The meeting was called to 

order at 6:33 p.m. by Ken Roose, Chairman of the Board of Elders.  

Henry Rogers opened the meeting with prayer and led the assembly in verbal affirmation of the Covenant of Membership. 

Old Business 

Rich Thomas, Elder Board Secretary, read the minutes from the 2016 Annual Meeting held on April 17, 2015. Rich made 

the motion to accept the minutes as read, with a second from Joshua Wisdom. The motion carried unanimously.  

Pastor Roger Raymer called Larry Stokes and Henry Rogers forward to thank them for their completed service as elders. 

The congregation applauded to demonstrate their appreciation.  



 

Dan McEvilly, Elder Board Vice Chair, thanked Fred Blundell, Mark Eggert, Dan Hollowell, Rick Weaver, and Jonathan 

Royle for their service as deacons. The congregation thanked them with hearty applause.  

New Business 

Ken Roose led a discussion with the assistance of a projected organizational chart showing the LRBC leadership 

structure. His presentation included the following charts: 

• Pastoral Leadership 

• Lead Pastor 

• Family Ministry Pastor 

• Missions & Senior Adult Pastor 

• Elder Board 

• Elder/Pastor Ministry Matrix 

• Deacon Board 

Pastor Van Minter discussed the Pastoral Leadership chart, Pastor Ben Lowery presented the Family Ministry chart, and 

Pastor Roger Raymer presented the Missions & Senior Adult Pastor chart. Ken Roose discussed the Elder Board chart 

and the Elder/Pastor Ministry Matrix chart as well as the Deacon Board chart. 

Pastor Ben Lowery elaborated on the focus and intentions of the Family Ministry emphasis at LRBC. Specifically, he 

presented the biblical calling as well as the cultural importance of strong family ministry efforts. Contemporary family life in 

America is at a point of crisis. Additionally, he summarized his vision of the needs of Christian families in our society with 

a special emphasis on LRBC families.  

A time was provided for questions and comments from the members assembled for the LRBC Annual Business Meeting.   

Those present were asked to vote on Fred Blundell, Dan Hollowell, Gary Lindsey, Rick Weaver, and Caleb Tolleson to 

serve as tellers for the meeting. 

The tellers distributed signature cards for members to sign to establish a quorum. The required quorum of 40% of the total 

church membership was established as present or as having previously cast an absentee ballot. Signature cards were 

completed and ballots containing the items for membership votes were distributed. 

• Craig Fletcher presented the Treasurer’s Report. He commented specifically on the budget for the current fiscal 

year with a strong possibility of ending the fiscal year on May 31 with a surplus. He thanked God for His 

bountiful supply and he also thanked the members for their faithful giving.   

• Craig commented on the new budget of $902,985.19 for the fiscal year of June 1, 2017-May 31, 2018. This 

represents a 1.32% increase over last year’s budget. The new budget includes funding for the new Family 

Ministry program and more funds for Pastoral Ministries. 

• Craig also explained that LRBC’s financial plan has a Facility Reserve line item for expenditures for physical 

plant repair and replacement when necessary.  

• Members were asked to mark their ballots in favor of or opposed to the budget as presented. 



 

• Ken Roose asked members to vote for the two Elder candidates: Mike Pocock and Mike Wisdom. He asked the 

five Deacon nominees (Art De Leon, Bill Hinkley, Fred Hurst, Alfie Pfeifer, and Jared Schwertner) to stand and 

asked members to cast their ballots.  

• Ken invited Larry Stokes, Chair of LRBC’s Missions Committee, to present the Missions Report and highlight 

items of interest from the LRBC Missions program. Larry presented the report, highlighting items of special 

interest from the LRBC Missions program with updates on several missionary families. He completed his report 

with a call to vote for two new missionary units approved by the Missions Committee and presented to LRBC’s 

membership for approval: Anna DeLuna and Roger & Judy Raymer. Larry reminded those present that adding 

these two new missionary units would increase the total of missionary units to 40. 

• Additionally, Larry briefly summarized the upcoming Annual Missions Conference for the fall (September 29th - 

October 8, 2017). 

• Ken called for those present to complete their ballots and to include five candidates to serve on the next LRBC 

Nominating Committee. 

• Pastor Roger adjourned the LRBC Annual Business Meeting with prayer at 8:31 p.m. 

• During a social time immediately after adjournment, the tellers reported that all items had passed. 

Ken Roose, Chairman, Governing Board of Elders 

The past year at LRBC has seen a tremendous amount of change. Almost every one of our staff leadership positions has 

been filled with a new face. In June 2017, Pastor Van became our Lead Pastor, Pastor Roger became our Pastor of 

Senior Adults & Missions, Pastor Ben stepped into the role of our Pastor of Family Ministry, Kyle Wisdom took the reins of 

our youth program, and Brandon Rodriguez became the director for our junior high ministry. This much change could 

have been very scary (after all, who likes change?); however, it is obvious that the Lord moves His church ever forward. 

As Jesus said to Peter in Matthew 16:18, “Upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower 

it”. Comforting words. Exciting words!   

As I have watched our staff settle into their new roles, I have been convicted of how generous and gracious our Lord truly 

is. He is always faithful to place men and women into positions of leadership at just the right time to serve Him and 

minister to His people. This has again been proven true at LRBC. I am SO grateful that the Lord has given us leaders 

such as these who dedicate themselves to preaching and teaching His word in truth and with conviction.   

With the new year came new ministries and changes at LRBC. We saw the rise of RISE Weekend. We celebrated family 

as our children joined the congregation for worship each month for Family First Sunday. (Don’t you love seeing our kids in 

the service, and don’t you just love seeing them participate during the newly added Children’s Sermon?) We witnessed 

men and women graciously donating time and money to provide a new playground for our kids, the beautiful stone for our 

sanctuary, and new flooring for our pulpit area. Also, the Lord has placed a desire on the hearts of some to start a new 

ministry for our widows and senior single sisters. The list goes on and on with the Lord providing for LRBC financially, His 

provision of godly Sunday school teachers, the tireless work of our deacons, the dedicated prayers of His people, and Him 

continually moving us toward spiritual maturity. What a blessing!    



 

Today we live in an age described in Judges 21:25 where “everyone did what was right in his own eyes”. I am grateful that 

God’s light of truth continues to shine brightly at LRBC. 

Dan McEvilly, Treasurer 

Fiscal Year 2017-18 

Praise God for His provisions and blessings this past year! The Lake Ridge Bible Church body continues to inspire me to 

serve our Lord beyond my comfort zone. We will come to the end of our 2017-2018 fiscal budget year at the end of May, 

and our giving is on track to meet our planned budget and possibly exceed it. A brief look at our 2017-2018 fiscal year 

looks like it is trending as follows:  

 

 Annual Weekly 

2017-2018 Budget  $902,985.19   $17,365.10  

Giving Annualized  $918,775.70   $17,668.76  

Expenses Annualized  $915,217.72   $17,600.34  

Ending General Fund Cash    $186,028.22   

Ending Total Cash  $287,470.49   

 

Our giving may exceed the planned budget, but our expenses are trending with that increase. Again, our faithful weekly 

giving is sustaining our budget needs. However, if it wasn’t for our Thank Offering and year-end giving, we might be 

reporting a different picture.  
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Fiscal Year 2018-19 

The elders and pastors are presenting a budget of a slight .85% decrease: $895,364.09 for Fiscal Year 2018-19. This 

decrease of $7,621.10 is a result of adjusting funding to actual ministry needs and standardizing staff benefits without 

affecting their compensation.  

This has been the first full year after all the pastoral transitions to their new roles and responsibilities, and the roots of 

those ministries are healthy and ready to grow. The Missions Committee presented a very modest increase, yet keeping 

the Missions emphasis at 24.3% of the total budget. Ministry leaders, working with their teams and designated pastor 

leaders, presented their budgets, allowing for needs and austerity. To paraphrase last year’s Treasurer (Craig Fletcher), 

“It is constantly a challenge to maintain austerity with regard to Fixed Expense items: Compensation, Utilities, Insurance, 

Office, and Facility costs. Great care and governance, prayerful stewardship, and continual faithful giving will allow us to 

operate efficiently” for 2018-19. It was deemed to be good stewards to move forward into next year with great 

expectations and prioritize wisely where God is directing our funding efforts.  

The following 2018-19 proposed budget is presented unanimously by the Elder Board to the church membership for 

approval and sacrificial commitment to be offered to God’s ministries locally and globally. 

 



 

Mike Pocock, Missions 

Vision and Responsibility 

The Missions Committee’s purpose is to develop and oversee the Missions program of the church. Missions generally 

relates to outreach activities beyond the church walls. We seek to channel the missionary concern of the congregation 

through gifted, called, and responsible individuals and families who serve outside the church and abroad. We seek to 

keep the congregation aware of these ministries and missionaries, stimulating prayer, interaction, and understanding of 

the missionary enterprise committed to us by the Lord Jesus. This committee responds to the Governing Board and to the 

congregation. 

I am grateful to the Lord for the generosity and global awareness of Lake Ridge and for co-workers serving on the 

committee, namely Larry & Marget Stokes; Darrell Fisher; Glenn Davidson; Roger & Judy Raymer, joining as Missions 

Pastor; and Chris Allen as Deacon representative, now succeeded by Art De Leon. Mike Pocock is the Elder and Chair of 

the committee. 

What We Do 

One of our aims is to have representative ministry presence on all continents, believing that this not only responds to 

Christ’s mandate to make disciples of all nations but also helps the congregation to be globally aware of God’s work. 

To these ends, we currently have 40 missionary units, including three indigenous church planters and several projects 

distributed as follows: Asia (11), Middle East (2), Europe (7), Africa (1), Latin America (3), and North America (12 in 

evangelism and discipleship, 4 mission administration). Many missionaries wear two or three hats, so the 23 units doing 

primarily evangelism and church planting may also be involved in training programs, the four in administration also 

evangelize, eight are pastoral leadership trainers, and two are in humanitarian services. It’s exciting to get reports of 

progress and response to the gospel from these workers. Some face great challenges among unreached peoples and 

hostile environments.  

What We Anticipate 

Short-term missions:  

• construction team to Bonaire (Contact: Craig Fletcher, craigf921@gmail.com)  

• Honduras Mission Trip, June 25-30 (Contact: Roger Raymer, rraymer@lakeridge.org) 

• Juarez, Mexico, June 16-23, through DTS (Contact: Mike Pocock, mpocock@dts.edu) 

• other summer workers: Brent Buhler, Word of Life, northeast USA; Brandon Rodriguez, Criswell College, Israel; 

Shannon Brown, World Race 

We are working on assigning three to four of our missionaries to each home team to better keep our body informed of our 

workers and families. The missionaries will be from three world areas. A home team member will be the contact point for 

correspondence and prayer for a limited number of missionaries. Larry Stokes is working with home team leaders to 

facilitate this. 

We plan to purchase an LC video screen to be placed downstairs, looping all missionaries, location maps, and ministry 

emphasis/highlights. 



 

What We Give 

Lake Ridge is a very generous church. Our missions budget this year, approved by the Board for recommendation to the 

congregation, is $213,800. This is slightly less than last year, but two missionary units – Aaron & Carrie Kraft and Julie 

Anne Walker - will not be included in this year’s budget. We have been able to supplement the support needs of a number 

of our missionaries and add Aaron & Megan (Dewey) Stamper for ministry in Asia. This is an addition to be approved at 

this meeting. 

During the year, the committee receives non-budgeted funds from donors, which we use for specific projects or needs that 

were unanticipated. We have been able to help with hurricane relief, member care visits, and unanticipated missionary 

ministry or family needs from these funds. 

Our next big missions event is the annual Missions Conference, Sept 28-Oct 7. LRBC missionaries Mark Henzler 

(Greece) and Murray Greenwood (Ecuador) will be plenary speakers. We anticipate the possibility of splitting the 

conference in the future to two long weekends about six months apart. 

What You Can Do 

Read through the short missionary summaries below. The full missionary reports are available to download in PDF form 

from the Missions page on our website (www.lakeridge.org/missions). (Thanks, Marget, for gathering them.) You can also 

visit the Missions page on the Lake Ridge Bible Church website (www.lakeridge.org/missions) to find basic missions 

information, a link to our LRBC Missionaries page, and details about our upcoming Honduras Mission Trip. 

Pray for or correspond with our missionaries. Contact Mike Pocock (mpocock@dts.edu) about contact information for 

specific missionaries. 

Visit the Missions Committee! We meet on the first Thursday each month from 7:00-9:00 p.m. in B111. It’s exciting and a 

great way to learn about and advance the cause of global missions from Lake Ridge! You might even like to join the 

committee. 

Missionary Report Highlights 

Joe & Lindsey Anderson: InFaith Ministries, USA 

Lindsey and I greatly appreciate Lake Ridge Bible Church's support of our family and our ministries with InFaith. We have 

experienced growth - deep and wide - in our lives and ministries this year. God challenges us every day to be obedient to 

His call on our lives in the opportunities He gives us to reach the lost, disciple new believers, teach adults, encourage, and 

partner with local public school campuses, churches, staff, missionaries, leaders, pastors, and community organizations. 

We are grateful at the end of every day, week, and month how God has provided for us and answered prayers, especially 

in our inadequacies. 

Pray for our wisdom and discernment on the best ways to lead, shepherd, correct, work with, hold accountable, and serve 

the people (young and old) with whom we interact daily. I am consistently challenged with how to continually balance 

between advancing and resting, speaking up and listening, contentment and challenge. 

http://www.lakeridge.org/missions
http://www.lakeridge.org/missions
mailto:mpocock@dts.edu


 

Gary & Susan Bauer: Europartners Ministries Corporation 

As Communications Department directors, we serve the strategic Europartners/CBMC movement to reach marketplace 

leaders for Christ and equip mature disciples. Our ministry combines teaching, connecting people, consulting, and video 

production. Recently, the Lord has called us to serve in many areas: 

• Ukraine (3 weeks): We taught how to create videos with cell phones and shot video for several ministries.  

• Israel (3 weeks): We acted as the production crew for Zola Levitt Presents (messianic Jewish TV series). 

• Philippines (4 weeks): We taught a Humanities class at Faith Academy, spoke/networked with Christian 

businessmen/women in Manila, and consulted with Great Commission TV. 

• USA: In March, we taught biblical business wisdom at an institute near Dallas and shared long-term business 

experience with two classes of young adults. 

Future plans: Belfast, Northern Ireland: We will be serving through video at the Lord Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast and at 

Europartners/CBMC International’s conference (“Declare EXTRA-ordinary Hope”) for Christians in the workplace. 

Pray for lasting fruit from www.Belfast2018.co.uk as well as safe travel for 1,800 people expected worldwide. 

Bob & Sharla Buhler: Camino Global, TX 

Serving Camino Global Teams: One of the year’s highlights was visiting our Camino teams in Mexico and speaking at a 

regional missions conference. I also traveled to Colombia in January 2017.  

Resourcing Country Facilitators and Team Leaders: Another privilege in serving with Camino is the opportunity to help 

equip our leaders in their ministry to their teammates. I help to coordinate these meetings in June and October to help 

train and equip our team leaders.  

Representing Our Ministry: In September, Sharla and I participated in two missions conferences of supporting 

churches: one in Indiana and the other at LRBC. 

Pray for wisdom for the launching of new teams to Colombia, Angola, Philippines, and possibly Cuba over the next couple 

years. Pray for Kaylyn, Kathryn, and Brent as they adjust to young adult life. 

John Buynitzky: Camino Global, Texas 

My most essential ministry with Camino Global is the online counseling with Global Media Outreach. I do this daily by 

email, responding to inquirers who have first been exposed to the gospel on one of their websites.  

In another daily anchor work supporting the accounting department, I receive and process all donations mailed in to the 

mission.  

In connection with the Write-Way Prison Ministry, each week I correct the Bible study test booklets submitted by Texas 

prison inmates and offer my personal concern and encouragements.  

As my heart interest is for the Latin people, I tutor Spanish speakers in English with my own textbooks and instructional 

materials and attend their Sunday services for fellowship    

http://www.belfast2018.co.uk/


 

Pray for the online counseling ministry to be inspired of God and fruitful in the lives of needy, hurting people in Latin 

America.  

Anna DeLuna: TeachBeyond, Budapest 

In the fall, I began teaching English to 180 students in grades 8-12 in a public Hungarian high school. Though my focus is 

teaching and being effective in my role there, ministry has always been my main goal. In the fall, I started an after-school 

English Club primarily for 8th graders. I started in November with four students; it has grown to 10-13 attending 

consistently. Because I knew there needed to be further opportunities for ministry, I started Coffee House Hangouts on 

Friday nights for 10th-12th graders. We meet in the city and have coffee, talk, and play games. It has grown from six 

students to more than 25. Last month I also started an English Club in an elementary school in Budapest, hosting two 

clubs after school with around 45 students each week! My ministry goal is to interact with all these students, leading to 

deeper topics. 

Pray for the students who attend these English Clubs.  

Steve & Adria Ger: Sojourner Ministries, USA 

Sojourner Ministries had another year filled with fresh activities and surprising new opportunities to explore the Jewish 

heart of Christianity, including many church and conference speaking visits and intercultural Jewish/Christian Bible 

studies. 

Sojourner continues to financially underwrite my participation at messianic congregational plant, Beth Sar Shalom. Our 

annual Christ in the Passover Seder and Christ in the Feast of Hanukkah presentations were both memorable and 

meaningful.  

I began a DMin in Messianic Jewish Studies program last February, which I am having to put on hold again because our 

expanding outreach and responsibilities have necessitated increased personal administrative involvement on my part for 

our ministry to remain effective.  

Pray for guidance regarding continuing the above-mentioned DMin program, continued growth of Beth Sar Shalom’s local 

outreach, the ministry’s global outreach to Jews and Gentiles, and a possible immediate need to relocate our messianic 

congregation from its current campus.  

Gary & Sandy Glahn: East West Ministries, East Africa 

• Our focus in 2017 for travel was on strengthening the body of Christ in two areas in Kenya: Mt. Elgon and the 

Turkana. We trained the two leadership teams (76 trainees total) in spiritual growth and leadership.  

• In Tanzania, I have been tracking implementations of two trainings in the previous year with our primary national 

partner.  

• Ethiopia reports for 2017: 44,817 heard the gospel; 3,179 people trusted Christ; 22 churches were planted; and 

5,966 people were trained. 



 

• 2017 was a hard year for our Pokot national partners. Even with an extended drought killing livestock and people, 

661 heard the Gospel, 103 professed faith, 8 were trained. 

• The Church-Planting-Movement (CPM) on Mt. Elgon continues to expand into Uganda and beyond the mountain 

area. 

• Our at-risk child sponsorship program in Kitale, Kenya, gained six greatly needed new sponsors. 

Please pray the Tanzania field will develop, our Pokot partners will engage unbelievers, the Turkana will get deeper into 

the interior with the gospel, and the Mt. Elgon CPM will become more organized. 

 

Murray & Sheryl Greenwood: Serving in Mission (SIM), Ecuador 

Projects:  

• Impact the World (preparing young believers interested in missionary service) 

• First Job (employing and mentoring students, integrating faith and work, for six months of career experience) 

• Adolescent Ministry (guiding university students to plan, prepare, and lead high school students – a great 

example of multiplication, our primary focus from the beginning of our time in Ecuador) 

• Equipping home Bible study leaders 

• Crown Financial Ministries 

• Young Adults Sunday School 

• Alpha to Omege (leader training for young adults) 

• Two weekly “Life of Christ” Bible studies 

• Murray’s pediatric patients and the Kairos course he facilitates 

• Sheryl’s work as facilitator for trauma healing courses 

• Local believers in the small town of Cariamanga (future training initiatives) 

Pray for the Lord’s clear leading every day in what to prioritize and in whom to invest as we face many opportunities. 

Mark & Diane Henzler: ABWE, Central/Eastern Europe and the Mediterranean region 

We teach leadership training through various venues in Greece and abroad and serve as consultant to Hellenic Ministries 

for a church planting strategy/training center in Greece. 

Egypt: We spent the month of Ramadan (June) in Cairo and learned much more about the Muslim religion, culture, and 

people.  

Greece: We participated in the 10th Operation Joshua in the Thessaloniki region. Diane was the registrar; Mark was one of 

the main speakers for the week and a driver/team leader.  

Nicaragua: We returned to Nicaragua and participated in two missions conferences. It is so wonderful to see the Institute 

of Church Planters continue the vision to saturate Nicaragua with church plants.  



 

Refugees in Athens: We taught the second course at the Farsi Discipleship Training Center to train MBB refugees so they 

can become teachers for a future Persian Bible Institute. 

Pray that we can establish residency in Greece through our ABWE team in Italy, which is seeking to procure religious visa 

for both of us. Schengen visas will allow us to travel without limits to European Schengen countries. 

John & Maria Lawrance—Children’s Relief International, India 

Our outreach events include an after-school program, free tutoring Monday through Friday, and a Saturday Bible club for 

around 200 children in various places who learn Bible stories/verses.  

We have meetings for mothers and tell Bible stories, with around 40 women regularly attending these events. 

We reach young teens through counseling meetings, inviting specialists from different fields to talk about issues like 

“Good Touch and Bad Touch”, “The Importance of Education”, and “Youth Temptations”. These meetings provide 

opportunities to share the gospel with them. 

Last year, John taught leadership skills, church planting, and growth; Maria taught the Gospel of John and the prison 

epistles. Nine students graduated in 2017; they are serving in India, Myanmar, and China. 

We are preaching and teaching in various places. 

Our country is growing in persecution and systematically thwarting Christian organizations, meetings, and churches. 

Please pray that we will be protected, we will have courage to speak the Good News to others, and that many doors will 

be open for us. 

Alvin Low: ACTS International, Asia 

Our focus is on equipping pastors and church planters for effective ministry among the unreached peoples of Asia. 

Praises for the past year include maturation of 2nd-3rd level of leaders in various countries; additional staff 

members/associates in Nepal and Myanmar; churches planted and advancing despite persecutions/tragedies; church 

planting to the 6th generation; breakthrough among Tajpuria (Nepal), Salar (China), and Buryats (Siberia, Mongolia); 

launching of EquipAsia by a Singapore church to train trainers from Asian countries; a third training center started in 

Vietnam; construction of a new orphanage in Myanmar (many children who grew up in the orphanage have become 

church planters!); and a new book release, From Darkness to Light. 

Thank you for your prayers for ministries in Laos, Myanmar, Mongolia, Vietnam, India, Nepal, Bhutan, and China. 

Pray for protection of global faculty members; provision of the Lord, preparation of pastoral leaders/church planters; and 

personal holiness, humility, and harmonious working relationships 

Amado & Barb Lozano: Camino Global, USA 

Bible Classes: I taught Doctrine of the Holy Spirit, to be followed by “Angels, Good and Evil”, with nine students in-house 

and five online.  



 

Grapevine Outreach: There is a marked increase in adult participation, adding languages other than Spanish. Because 

of the long-term help we’ve given their children, we can invite parents to our new Spanish Bible study and prayer 

meetings on Sunday mornings.  

Cuba: Hope for Cuban discipleship appears distant, as they have not given dates for a future seminar.  

Local Church Leadership Training: We have opened a food bank; are arranging to have a Christian daycare in our 

facilities; and are partnering with the high school next door, helping in Bible study with their soccer team. YoungLife is also 

partnering with our youth minister to plan outreach events. 

Please pray that Baptist University of America will agree to a simple non-accredited certificate for free instead of charging 

$120/student per course. Pray we can fulfill he need among Cuban leaders or develop a more appealing strategy for 

discipleship training. Pray for our youth ministry and the success of our new youth ministers, Luis & Daisy Palomo. 

Brian & Jennifer Masters: Camino Global, USA 

Accomplishments: In 2017, through the ministry enterprise of HOPE Coffee, 22 shelter projects and nine water projects 

blossomed into 18 people trusting in Jesus!  

Challenges: Our team had to work through the challenges of finding the best fit for each person on our team. This took 

multiple months of meeting with each person, adjusting the structure among our leadership, and keeping the focus on 

sharing the gospel.  

2018 Goals: We want to continue to increase our church and business customer base in the US, establish HOPE Coffee 

Mexico, launch HOPE Coffee @ Sunnyvale, and begin development of a training model to launch ministry in other countries 

such as Uganda, Jamaica, and Canada.   

Pray that we would see more people trust in Jesus in Honduras and Mexico in 2018. Pray for our team as we launch 

HOPE Coffee @ Sunnyvale by December 2018. Pray for the development of the discipleship coffee shop model.  Pray for 

unity among our team as we serve God together for His glory! 

Lynn Maynard: Cru, USA 

In 2017, FLAG (Faith and Law Around the Globe®) celebrated the 10th anniversary of our ministry to lawyers, judges, law 

professors, and law students around the world. 

We continue to expand in French-speaking West Africa, expanding the program in the Congo and planning for two 

conferences: Cameroon (2017) and Ivory Coast (2018).   

The Cameroon FLAG conference was held in Yaounde in August 2017 in conjunction with the 25th anniversary celebration 

of Campus Crusade for Christ (CCC) in that country.  Fifty-two legal professionals participated.  

Our Orlando team is putting together our next Global Convocation to be held in Orlando, FL, in April 2019, planning for 

250 legal professionals from around the world.   

Another major project I am coordinating is the redesign of our FLAG website, which crashed midyear. We hope to get it 

online in April 2018.   



 

I ended the year with successful neck surgery and returned to work on January 16. Thank you for your prayers! 

Pray for the FLAG 2019 conference in Orlando. 

Carl & Claire Miller: TeachBeyond, Philippines 

The first half of 2017 was consumed by completing our fundraising and preparing for baby Leia’s arrival. By the end of 

May, we had both baby and the support we needed to return to Faith Academy.  

Once we returned to the field, we jumped back into ministry. Carl taught the Humanities class he'd been anticipating, and 

Claire accompanied the choir again.  

Humanities has stretched me greatly as a teacher. I have relished the opportunity to push students to integrate their faith 

into all of life. Once this first year is done, I’ll be infinitely more prepared for next year. 

Our biggest prayer request is for more teachers to come to Faith Academy. With nearly 1/3 of the teaching staff leaving 

(temporarily or permanently) every year, maintaining consistent standards and deep relationships with students is very 

difficult. Faith Academy is in the midst of significant changes, and we’re praying that the changes will result in many more 

disciples of Christ scattering across the globe, equipped to continue to build up the body of Christ. 

David & Carol Morgan: Young Life, USA 

I wear many hats in my role as Young Life staff: supervisor all ministry in East Dallas (DISD, Mesquite, Garland); 

volunteer as a Young Life leader in Mesquite; leader for the North Central Texas Region; and mentor several staff across 

the region. Most of my time, however, is spent leading and developing ministry to Latinos across the South-Central 

division. This role has developed over the last several years as we in Young Life have realized the rapidly changing 

demographic across the state of Texas and the entire division. In Texas alone, there are currently 5.3 million school-aged 

kids; 2.7 million of those are Hispanic, compared to1.6 million Anglo students and 700K African American students.  

Our mission statement is to introduce all adolescents to the Person of Jesus Christ and to help them grow in their faith.  

Our prayer is to follow the Lord’s direction clearly and without hesitation.  

Andrey & Kalina Muzhchil: People International, Kazakhstan 

People International: I was appointed to be a team leader in Almaty, KZ - our first experience to have a team since we 

joined PI in 2010.  

The Resurrection of Christ Church: We raised more than $100,000 for the new property’s renovation and got work 

started, with a finish date of May 2018. We added Arslan, a new associate pastor with a focus on Kazakhs. 

Teaching Ministry:  

• CALL (Central Asian Lay Leaders) Program: Teams taught Old Testament Historical Books, Christology, Christian 

Apologetics in the Context of Islam, The Gospel of Mark, and The Reformation.    



 

• GSOT (Grace School of Theology): With my ministry partner, Ali Zankabaev, I developed an undergraduate and 

graduate-level seminary, which enrolled over 50 students. In 2017, I taught Pentateuch, Research Methods, and 

Hermeneutics. 

• Eurasian Missions College at Kazan, Russia: I taught Interpersonal Communication last year.  

• Speaking and Teaching at Cru Conference: I taught Hermeneutics and The Life of Apostle Peter to staff from 

Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan. 

Ryan & Jen Nolterieke: Cru, Hungary 

Ryan has continued to lead the Institute for Biblical and Theological Studies (IBTS), the team that provides biblical and 

theological guidance for the 800 Cru staff in Eastern Europe and Russia. Most of our work involves preparing/teaching 

courses in the 20 countries of our area. We also help in the review or production of materials used.  

We participated again last summer in Speak Out, our evangelistic English camp. Jen has a huge role in training the 

Americans who serve as English tutors for five weeks. She helps them understand their role, design how to use their time 

each day, craft their testimony, and share the gospel. She also trains discipleship group leaders in how to lead their small 

groups through the Bible study weekly. Praise God for growth He brings in the lives of all the believers who help staff the 

camp and for more than 700 people who heard the gospel, with at least 59 indicating they wanted to receive Christ! 

Our main prayer request is that the Lord would raise up Eastern European staff who could join our team.  

Phil & Lori O’Day: Camino Global, USA 

During 2017, it was a special privilege to serve alongside a talented team to facilitate several global partnerships for 

Camino: Walk Through the Bible (Camino is now the Spanish-language coordinator for training in Walk Through 

seminars), Global Media Outreach (recruitment of online missionaries who provide coaching in Spanish), COMIBAM 

(global movement of missionaries from Latin America), and Hope for the Heart (pastoral care training and resources for 

missionaries and Latin church leaders). 

It was also a significant year for natural disasters impacting Camino fields: Hurricane Harvey (Hispanic churches impacted 

in the Houston area), Hurricanes Irma and Maria (Camino partners impacted in Cuba and Puerto Rico), and the back-to-

back earthquakes impacting central and southern Mexico. The need in all of these areas is still great, and Camino 

remains involved, especially with Mexico earthquake relief. 

Please pray for the sustained capacity of Camino to continue its growth in making disciples of Jesus among and with 

Spanish speakers globally and for our role in facilitating this objective.  

Roger & Judy Raymer: Camino Global, USA 

Judy and I joined Camino Global in 2016 and began to receive missionary support from LRBC in June 2017. 

From September to November, Judy and I attended language school in Antigua, Guatemala, for intensive Spanish study, 

upgrading our Spanish language skills so that we are now functional in Spanish.  



 

Recently we visited Camino missionaries in southern California, south Texas, and the Austin area. In April, we went to 

Guatemala for an annual field conference, where we met the entire Guatemala missionary team. We plan to visit 

Honduras and Mexico this year, as well as meeting Camino missionaries in Texas, Oklahoma, and Louisiana.   

As team leader, I have been working to organize our Missionary Care Team so that we can achieve the goal of providing 

proactive pastoral care for the entire Camino Global family. It is (pastoral) Missionary Care that helps keep discouraged 

and hurting missionaries on the field through encouragement, prayer, and discipleship with an understanding and listening 

heart. 

Doug & Linda Salser: Literature Ministries International, USA 

God still creatively includes tracts in the “process” of hearing the gospel and coming to faith in Christ! 

A 42-year-old commuter found a copy of What Every Catholic Should Know on his train seat. He read for the first time 

about “saving faith in Christ alone and by God’s grace alone.” He, his wife, and his children trusted Christ! 

A young girl responded to Christ’s offer of salvation when our granddaughter Alex used a tract to explain the gospel 

during an LRBC youth group outreach.  

Muslims in a NYC neighborhood heard the gospel as young people from DFW shared For My Muslim Friend.  

A Sudanese (refugee) pastor read the newest Muslim tract created for RAU, Who Do You Think Is The Most Amazing 

Person Who Ever Lived?, and shared 8,600 copies in Sudanese refugee camps. 

The Secret to Life’s Meaning was translated, redesigned, and published in Romania. 

A British friend ordered a supply of If We Never Meet Again - not for Brits but to share during a trip to Israel! 

Pray for success in creating more “Muslim” translations and more partnership projects.  

David & Jeanni Shepherd: Ministry Essentials, Hungary 

Our work with Ministry Essentials is to join Christian leaders in their journey, challenge their assumptions about life and 

God, and inspire a deeper trust and love in Him as they work cross-culturally for the Kingdom. 

Why leave Thailand? In a word, need. Budapest stands as the way station for workers in Russia, Moldova, Macedonia, 

Kosovo, Slovenia, Hungary, the Czech Republic, and the other 20 countries that make up the Eastern Block. Only four 

couples are available to help this huge area. 

We are preparing a “soul care center” in Budapest, the Garden House.  

Pray for the launch of the Garden House. Pray for the teachers who will come, for effective marketing, short-term workers 

to help with forums, and for the global workers who need to come to a place to lay down their burdens and find rest. 

Travis & Aimee Smith: WorldVenture, Thailand 

In May 2018, we will finish our second year in Bangkok. Since arriving here, we have spent significant time learning Thai, 

which we’re now starting to use to share the gospel with the Thai people.  



 

Aimee has enjoyed a fruitful music ministry at the Evangelical Church of Bangkok, where I have begun to serve as an 

elder. I have been completing my coursework towards a Master in Professional Counseling degree from Liberty 

University. My ultimate goal will be to provide mental health counseling services to missionaries in Asia as well as to Thai 

people. I have also taken on a regional leadership role with WorldVenture for Thailand, Myanmar, and Cambodia. 

Please pray that God would guide us to the Thai people that He is drawing to Himself and that He would use us to 

introduce them to Jesus. 

Ken & Cindy Spaugh: Camino Global, Guatemala 

In June of 2017, a need for help developed at Las Buenas Nuevas, CAM Guatemala’s Retreat Center. Last December, 

we decided to accept the job and move more permanently to LBN. Last year, we improved the electrical service; this year 

we will expand our duties to get booking online/improving the operation and to work on the water system. I‘ve been 

helping with construction and financial books. 

Alfa y Omega continues to be a major focus of what we do; I have been the pastor for over six years.  

The Kakchiquel Radio continues to move forward. 

We both served again on the committee for the annual Intermission Conference here in Guatemala. Throughout the year, 

we continue to hand out tracts to many at the hotel as well as in the town of Panajachel. 

Pray that God would give us wisdom and discernment in the move to LBN and finding spiritual people fill leadership 

positions in Patzún. Please pray that some younger people will begin to learn and take over some of the leadership 

positions with the radio project. 

Andrew & Lori Spurgeon: ACA, Singapore 

Andrew and Lori serve at East Asia School of Theology, a seminary dedicated to training Asian nationals - students from 

China, Mongolia, Myanmar, India, Malaysia, Korea, Japan, Cambodia, USA, and Singapore.  

Andrew teaches Bible and Greek classes; lay-leaders from local churches audit his evening Bible classes. Sundays he 

team teaches with his pastor at Crossroads International Church. He also writes and edits commentaries and serves as 

Chairman for Publications of the accrediting agency, Asia Theological Association. 

Lori teaches English to students who want to study at seminary but aren’t fluent in language. She also serves as project 

manager of a team that evaluates and selects a Student Information System. At their local church, she teaches English as 

a tool to draw non-Christians to the fellowship. One such Chinese student accepted the Lord last year.  

Their home often welcomes weary travelers passing through Singapore and is the gathering place for many friends.  

Pray that they serve the Lord faithfully wherever He keeps them and that He’ll watch over their sons and draw them closer 

to him. 

 

 



 

Eric & Janet Thimell: Cadence International, USA 

Eric finished the two-year teaching journey through Matthew at our En Gedi Bible study as well as the Evantell evangelism 

series. Janet enjoyed teaching Hebrews at the base chapel women’s Bible study. 

This past year, Eric led the chapel baptism classes with 10 recent believers. He remains the contingency preacher for the 

chapel. 

We led the annual VBS program, reaching about 80-100 military kids. We are also involved in the AWANA program. Our 

mentoring/discipleship relationships continue during the week.   

We now have a completely new chapel staff. Once again, they are all men of God who truly see their duties as a God-

given ministry. It has been a real joy working with them in the ministry here at Mountain Home Air Force Base.   

Please pray regarding a new Air Force-wide chapel ministry policy that moves resources out of the chapel into the work 

units. This could be a great outreach tool. Pray that this would be effective.   

Jeff & Sheny Walker: Fellowship International Mission (FIM), Mexico 

In January 2017, we initiated a third church plant in Aguascalientes, assisting our daughter Julie in her kids’ ministry in 

one of the worst areas of town. We work with parents as well as with the kids. 

We started out in January with giving an intense Evangelism Training Course for young people for 35 hours in four days, 

each day practicing evangelism in the neighborhood. Two guys attended all four days - new believers Nacho and Juan. 

During the next several weeks, they volunteered almost daily helping the kids’ clubs and the new church plant get 

started.    

We are reaching several moms through craft/Bible study meetings. More than 100 kids participated in clubs and activities 

last year. We were also able to have several day camps for kids at our camp, and many prayed to receive Christ as 

Savior.   

Pray for the kids’ ministry to continue strong despite Julie’s absence. 

Julie Anne Walker: Fellowship International Mission (FIM), Mexico 

Our vision at Club Dorcas is to see a generation of Mexican children grow up to be the hands and feet of Jesus. We do 

this through an after-school program in which we share the Bible with children through story-telling, crafts, and games.  

Club Dorcas has been open for over a year. Now children are learning books of the Bible, recognizing heroes of the Bible, 

and memorizing verses so they can own their own Bible.   

As we started last year, we were struggling to get parents in the doors, many of them skeptical because we aren’t 

Catholic. Now, because of the Holy Spirit’s work, parents are more open and have thanked us for what we are teaching 

the children.  



 

Please keep Club Dorcas in your prayers. We work in a neighborhood where parents have little spiritual interest, making it 

difficult but possible through prayer and trust in God’s work. I will be getting married in August and moving to California to 

serve the Lord there. Please pray for more people to serve in Club Dorcas.  

Jarod & Cassandra Walston: Rural Home Missionary Association (RHMA), Nebraska 

We have been at Chesterfield Bible Church in Chesterfield, Illinois, since mid-August 2017. Chesterfield Bible is a small 

rural church nestled in a village with a population of 250 or less and an average attendance on Sunday mornings of 40. All 

age groups, young families to retired couples, are represented in the congregation. 

Some positive changes that have occurred since we’ve been at Chesterfield include consistent expository biblical 

preaching every Sunday; seven baptisms; a Christmas Eve candlelight service; DTS Christmas devotionals for all 

families; new hymnals; a digital piano for live music; and necessary parsonage improvements. 

Some areas that need addressing are God’s direction and a clear vision; improving worship music; growing church 

leadership and discipling men; new AWANA training; organizing a church budget; a clear missions view; and regular use 

of the new multi-purpose building. 

Pray for unity within the church that demonstrates submission to God and love for one another for God’s glory. 

Scott & Leona Way: Kontaktmission, Germany 

When we look back over the last year, we are thankful to the Lord for your participation in the gospel with us as we work 

here in Germany at the Rhineland School of Theology (TSR). 

A few months ago, Leona completed the biblical counseling course she’s been working on. This has strengthened her 

ability to counsel students, especially young women.  

Scott was recently in the former East German city of Freital leading a team of students on a short-term evangelistic 

ministry, helping a small local church conduct an evangelistic campaign in conjunction with ProChrist. These yearly short-

term trips are part of his responsibility as a teacher at TSR. The value of theology for daily Christian life continues to be 

one of his main emphases, whether in his role as lecturer for Systematic Theology (his “main” job) or as Dean of 

Students, a position he’s now had for one full year and is still fleshing out. 

Thanks for helping us extend your influence to this part of the world for the glory of Christ. 

Ron & Pam Weinzapfel: Cru Military, Ft. Hood, TX 

Through Bible study and MOPS mentoring, Pam has had the privilege to meet new and even unbelieving young wives 

and mothers. Ron is currently facilitating an Art of Marriage class for seven couples in our on-post chapel and the 

Tuesday night PTSD group. He is currently working toward opening a new Coffee/Conversation Bar at the Warrior 

Transition Unit on Ft. Hood.  

We also lead the Ft. Hood Cru Military group with two other couples and several volunteers. Our newest opportunity will 

be to show the movie We Are Stronger, which combines the efforts of several PTSD organizations and touches the 

deepest part of the heart and life that has experienced trauma.  



 

Please pray for our PTSD efforts and for added ways the Lord seems to open daily. Pray for our upcoming Weekend to 

Remember (June 8-10), sponsored by Cru Family Life, for reaching couples who need to be there, the finances to get 

them there, and child care that will undoubtedly be needed.   

Brian & Erin White: Cru, Texas A&M   

Each year comes with a new freshman class, and our student leaders have done well at reaching the class of 2021. Lots 

of our time is spent building into our staff and students.  

This year a highlight for us has been sending a new one-year team to South Asia. In November, Erin and I visited them 

and our teams in East Asia. It was encouraging to see them reaching students in challenging places. I will be back with 

them next week to help navigate next steps for the ministry there. We love getting to see our students impacting the 

students of the world! 

Please join us in praying for students at Texas A&M to respond to the gospel and become disciples of Jesus. Pray that 

many students would leave here walking with Jesus, equipped and motivated to impact the world wherever they go. 

Dan & Sue Wicher: Camino Global, Spain 

Three verbs can summarize Dan and Sue’s ministry in Spain: care, teach and share. 

Care: The Wichers’ primary ministry is to provide pastoral care and logistics for Latin American missionaries serving in 

hard places - Spain, North Africa, and the Middle East. In 2014, Casa Filemón (Philemon House) was established to serve 

as an oasis for workers who often arrive weary, burdened, and sometimes discouraged.  

Teach: Teaching Bible and theology and mentoring church planters is a priority for the Wichers. Dan recently finished a 

four-week series on prayer. He team-taught a course on eschatology at the Malaga extension of IBSTE seminary and is 

preparing to teach Theology Proper in September at that same venue. 

Share: The Wichers continue to share life and Christ’s love with contacts they have been nurturing for several years.. 

Beginning mid-October, Dan and Sue will be stateside for a six-month home assignment. Please pray for God to provide 

renters for their home in Madrid and for wisdom as they plan the itinerary and logistics of home assignment. 

Children’s Ministry Reports 

Stephanie Billimek, Children’s Director and Lake Ridge Academy Director 

Children’s Ministry 

Our transition this year to having Family First Sunday has been a great success! On the first Sunday of each month, all 

elementary-aged children join their families in the worship service. Family First Sunday is a key way that we can help 

elementary-aged students learn how to participate in the worship service with other children and with adults of all ages. 

This is truly a learned discipline, and I think the kids have done a beautiful job! 



 

As we begin to think about summer, we definitely need volunteers for all age groups in both the 9:00 and 10:30 hours. It 

takes about 20-25 people each Sunday morning to volunteer in our preschool and elementary Sunday School classes for 

both hours. Month after month and season after season, we are blessed with volunteers who love children and want to 

serve at Lake Ridge by teaching them about the love of Christ and what it means to have a relationship with Him. We love 

that our teachers are creative in how they teach and always make Sunday School a fun, loving place to be. Summer can 

be a great time to give our regular teachers and helpers a break so they come back refreshed for the fall. We are very 

flexible with summer schedules! If you’ve never served in Children’s Ministry, come chat with us about it and consider 

serving with kids this summer! 

VBS is June 11-15! This year’s theme is GAME ON! – and we’re ready to “Gear Up and Get Ready”! You can sign up as a 

volunteer (and sign up your kids too!) at www.lakeridge.org starting in May. It takes around 130 volunteers for us to put on 

such an amazing VBS! We are looking so forward to reaching out to our community this summer with this theme that is all 

about the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Our elementary students will once again attend pre-teen camp at Sabine Creek Ranch in Royse City from July 5-8. The 

theme this year also happens to be GAME ON! Pre-teen camp is for those students are exiting grades 3-6. This camp is 

always an amazing time for our pre-teen group! 

Lake Ridge Academy 

Lake Ridge Academy, our church’s weekday preschool and kindergarten, continues to reach out to our community, loving 

on and teaching children ages 12 months through 6 years. We have 76 children attending our program this year on 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. We teach academics through a fun learning environment, and we always infuse 

our day with teaching children about having a relationship with Jesus. 

We don’t advertise LRA in any way except our banner that is hung outside. We’ve found that word of mouth is our best 

advertisement! Parents continually recommend our school to others, which I believe is a testament to the wonderful 

teachers and aides we have. These ladies genuinely love each other and they love teaching children. They are a great 

support to each other in brainstorming classroom ideas, sharing creative thoughts, or in caring for each other when there 

are family health concerns. The care this staff has for one another is evident to families who attend our school, and they 

feel part of our LRA family during the years they are here. 

We have had a great year at LRA, and we are already almost completely full for the 2018-19 school year, with waiting lists 

going in several classes! 

It is a blessing to be a part of this staff and to participate with them in serving and reaching out to families in our 

community. 

John Billimek, Awana Commander 

The 2017-18 Awana year is nearing an end, and it has been another great one! This year we have more than 120 children 

joining us each Sunday. We also are blessed with a bunch of great leaders - youth and adults - who make this ministry 

possible. If you know someone who volunteers in the Awana ministry, be sure to thank them for building a solid biblical 

base in the next generation. 

http://www.lakeridge.org/


 

In the fall, we raised money for Samaritan's Purse to help our neighbors on the Texas Gulf Coast who are still recovering 

from the effects of Hurricane Harvey. This spring we collected food again for Sharing Life, right here in Mesquite.   

During one club last year, our Awana missionary visited and said we had the most exciting opening of any club he had 

seen so far. His exact quote was, "Lake Ridge Awana has it going ON!" This is due to our fabulous youth band, who gets 

things going every week, and the other volunteers - both youth and adults - who give up their Sunday evenings to pour 

into the lives of Cubbies, Sparkies, and T&Ters.   

I've been involved with Awana for more than 10 years, and I think it is a great ministry opportunity if you are looking for 

somewhere to serve. If you’d like information on how to do that, please feel free to contact me at jbillimek91@att.net or 

214-435-0635. 

Jody McDermott, KiDs Beach Club 

KiDs Beach Club is a ministry outreach connector that builds bridges between churches and public schools to benefit our 

local community. Our neighborhood school, Kimball Elementary, is our mission field to share the gospel and make 

disciples of the kids by putting Bibles in their hands and connecting them to Christ. By the end of the school year, every 

child will have a KBC Bible of their own. What a joy to put God’s greatest treasure into the hands of a child who may not 

even have a Bible in their home! These children are mere blocks from our doors but are from different faiths and 

backgrounds. As we build relationships with these kids and their families, most of whom are unchurched, our hope is to 

see God making changes in their lives, and a harvest of new believers will be born again! 

We have a group of about 25 faithful LRBC volunteers who spend Monday afternoons for 12 weeks per semester to make 

“Jesus Cool at School” for kids in K-6th grade. Through games, songs, stories, and memory verses, our biggest impact 

comes from building relationships with these kids individually. You live out your love for God as you love kids in Jesus’ 

name. It is our hope that we can expand this knowledge of Christ from the child to their whole family. We have welcomed 

some to our Harvest Festival and VBS. We pray for the blessings of welcoming them to attend LRBC one day! 

KBC realizes that God’s power behind our ministry is achieved through prayer. We are grateful to our prayer “Lifeguards” 

and the Sunday school classes who faithfully pray for our kids, their families, our volunteers, and the Kimball staff. You lift 

us up to complete this work! 

Alyssa Campbell, Nursery Director 

My first full year as the nursery director was busy and full of excitement. We have an average of 7-9 kids in our toddler 

and infant combined nursery every Sunday. With a few new babies coming soon, our infant nursery will be full again in the 

fall.  

Wednesday morning Bible study childcare was full like the previous year, with approximately 20 children in childcare. We 

had five childcare workers every week because of the large number of women attending with small children. The Bible 

study finished at the end of March. 

For Wednesday evenings, we have two childcare workers who are kept busy with kids whose parents are attending the 

numerous App Store classes. They have been serving faithfully and doing a great job with the children who attend. 



 

Recruitment for summer has begun. Usually parents will fill in the gap for our faithful volunteers so that they can take a 

break through the summer and come back refreshed to serve in the fall. If you are interested in serving, please see me to 

fill out a background check to be able to serve. What a blessing to work with all our children and help grow them into 

Christ-like adults! 


