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September 18, 2022

IS THIS WHY AMERICA IS IN TROUBLE?

Kerry Duke
West End church of Christ

Livingston, TN

Why did God overthrow governments in the Old Testament? Was it because of idolatry? Bloodshed? Oppres-
sion of the poor? Sexual sins and perversion? These sins stand out as reasons for the downfall of nations. But 
one evil was beneath these sins, and it often goes unnoticed as the cause of the demise of civilizations.

As the prophets of God warned of the doom of empires, they cited this sin as a reason for the outpouring of 
God’s wrath:

Babylon: “I will cause the arrogance of the proud to cease” (Isa. 13:11).
Moab: “We have heard of the pride of Moab; he is very proud” (Isa. 16:6).
Tyre: “Thine heart was lifted up…I will cast thee to the ground” (Ezek. 28:17).
Judah: “I will mar the pride of Judah, and the great pride of Jerusalem” (Jer. 13:9).
Israel: “And the pride of Israel doth testify to his face: therefore shall Israel and Ephraim fall in their iniq-

uity” (Hos. 5:5).
Ponder these verses in light of our national situation. We have seen the worst blow to our economy since 

the Great Depression. We have watched as unemployment soared and savings accounts dwindled. We have for 
the fi rst time in many years seen empty shelves in grocery stores. But where is humility before God? Where is 
repentance and confession of sin? We are dangerously close to the spiritual condition of Israel after God had 
depleted their natural resources numerous times: “I have given you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, and want 
of bread in all your places: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the Lord” (Amos 4:6). Maybe we need to 
have our teeth cleaned by God. Would that bring our attitude down?

Our politicians are full of pride because few things will inflate a person’s ego like power. They boast of 
things they have done and things they will never actually do. Nikita Khrushchev said politicians are the same 
everywhere—they promise to build bridges where there is no water. But even when politicians are successful we 
must not give them too much credit and they shouldn’t brag like they did it by themselves.Their lives and ours 
are in the hand of God (Ecc. 9:1; Acts 17:25). Only by His gracious will do we even breathe, much less accom-
plish things We are eager to do (James 4:13-17). Nebuchadnezzar, a ruler who boasted that he had built the most 
wealthy and powerful nation on earth, learned the hard way that God is able to bring down arrogant looks in a 
moment (Dan. 4:37). What will it take for our public offi  cials to realize this?

No man can truly succeed who is not humble. He may get his way. He may get attention. He may appear 
to have everything under his control. But eventually the house he built will come crashing down. The same is 
true with a country. We can have a strong military, a robust economy, and effi  cient education, but if we fail to 
acknowledge God we will fall. We can keep saying, “We’ll get through this,” “We’re in this together,” “Let’s put 
America back on the map again” and other hackneyed expressions, but unless we stop being so independent and 
start admitting our utter dependence on God we will continue to feel the heavy hand of God upon our country.



2022 WVBS Interactive 
Bible Reading Plan

SOTW: Ezra, Neh., and Esther 
Sept. 18 2 Chr. 25-27 Ps. 79 
Sept. 19 2 Chr. 28-30 Ps. 80 
Sept. 20 2 Chr. 31-33 Ps. 81 
Sept. 21 2 Chr. 34-36 Ps. 82 
Sept. 22 Ezra 1-3 Ps. 83 
Sept. 23 Ezra 4-6 Ps. 84 
Sept. 24 Ezra 7-10 Ps. 85 
SUPP: Hezekiah’s Tunnel 
website: video.wvbs.org
Other Resources
sermonlines.com
theabidingword.com

Today:9/18

       
Mark Your Calendar

9/19, Garth Hogan’s birthday
9/30, Ralph Garrow’s birthday in Christ
10/2, Fall Sing in Burlington
10/16.Kayden Thoimpson’s birthday and
          Tara Hogan’s birthday
10/17, Aowen Hart’s birthday
  

Sundae Toppings
Today: Family Meeting
9/25, Fellowship Meal
10/2, Men’s Prayer Breakfast, MLM
         Fall Sing in Burlington
10/9, Ladies Time

Bible Class 12
        Morning Worship              27

Wed. Bible Class             10
Contribution:      $650.00
Weekly Ave. Needed               $784.00

Welcome to Worship 
Welcome to the Plattsburgh Church of Christ. We 

are so glad to have you here with us today. We have 
been praying that God would allow us to meet you to-
day and worship together. If you are visiting from the 
area, we would love to have you as part of our family!

Doug’s Devotional From Afar

Mission Moment
•Please pray for all our mission works. 

Announcements: John
Opening Pray: John
Song Leaders: Tim
#Red 851 “Blue Skies and Rainbows”
#395 “Folow Me”
#349 “Ten Thousand Angels”
Talk/Prayer-bread: Howard
Prayer-fruit of the vine: Carl
Prayer-collection: Jim
#1009 “Battle Hymn of Republic”
Scripture Reading:  Howard-Amos 3:8-10
Lesson:  Don Alan  -“The Lion Has Roared”
#912 “Burdens Are Lifted at Calvary”
#853 “When We All Get to Heaven”
Closing Prayer: Howard

Next Sunday: 9/25
Announcements: Alfred
Opening Pray: Alfred
Song Leader: Jim
Talk/Prayer-bread: John
Prayer-fruit of the vine: Howard
Prayer-collection: Chris
Scripture Reading: Garth-Amos 4:8-10
Lesson:  Don Alan “The Lion Has Roared”
Closing Prayer: Garth

  

For The Congregation .... 
Please stay for the family meeting today. There are a 

lot of items on the agenda.
The Oasis Project beings this week on Tuesday and 

Thursday afternoons from 3-5 in the afternoons.  Reme-
ber unless you have been veted for the project, please 
don’t come to the building during these times.

On October 2 we have the Fall Sing in the South 
Burlington church from 3-5 in the afternoon with sup-
per provided about 5:30. We will be liveaving the build-
ing about 1:30 totravel to Burlington. If you didn’t sign 

“And those who know your name put their trust 
in you, for you, O LORD, have not forsaken those 
who seek you” Psalm 9:10.  

Perhaps you’ve heard that someone’s nephew’s 
friend’s roommate’s cousin’s teacher once shook 
hands with a celebrity, then you probably under-
stand “Six Degrees of Separation” popularized by 
a 1990 play by that name that says that everyone 
in the world is connected by six or fewer hand-
shakes. Not that you could get that celebrity to 
make an appearance at your kid’s birthday party, 
however!  Though the Creator of all things sits on 
His throne with concerns greater than we have, 
He is a “stronghold for the oppressed … in times 
of trouble.”  He’s intimately concerned about us 
and intensely involved in our lives.  He invites us 
to His throne through His Son, through whom all 
things were made, who promises to do all things 
that we ask in His Name.  There is no longer any 
separation between us as our mediator is both 
fully God and fully man.  So, we can put our trust 
fully in Him, for He has promised to those who 
know His name—and not the friend’s friend who 
happens to go to church—that He will not forsake 
those who seek Him.  

How great that we can know God!

Munchie Moments
Fellowship Meal: Our next fellowship meal is 9/25.
Men’s Prayer Breakfast: Our next breakfast is 
10/2 at 8am followed by the MLM.
Ladies’ Time:  Our next meeting is 10/9 , Ladies 
please stay with us after service, Also bring a pen with 
you.for our new project.

A Little Humor

September 11, 2022

9
Special Times

There are times when we let favors go unmentioned.
When we leave a warm and loving word unsaid,
There are times when we forget our kind intentions,
When we’re wrapped up in our private world instead–

But though we often fail to show our feelings,
We hope the ones we love will somehow know–
And that’s why there are days meant for revealing
The love we feel but may not always show.

Mary Dawson Hughes

A young man volunteer to babysit so his mom 
could have an evening out. At bedtime he sent the 
kids to bed and sat down to watch a basketball 
game. One kid kept creeping down the stairs, but 
the young man sent him back. At 9 p.m. the door-
bell rang. “ls my son here?” asked the neighbor. 
The young man replied briskly, “No!” A small voice 
from the top of the stairs called, “l’m here, Mom. 
He won’t let me go home.”


