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Don Alan Riggs, preacher, 518-410-8687
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Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes    10 A.M.
Sun. Worship             11 A.M.
Wed. Bible Classes    6:30 P.M.
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September 4, 2022

THE DEVIL’S SINKHOLE

Joel Shelton
Commerce church of Christ

Commerce, TX

In 1983 the residents of a Florida apartment building awoke to a terrifying sight outside their win-
dows. The ground beneath the street in front of their apartment building had literally collapsed, creat-
ing a massive depression that Floridians call a sinkhole. Tumbling into the ever-deepening pit were 
automobiles, sidewalks, and lawn furniture. The apartment building was obviously the next thing to 
go. Geologists tell us that sinkholes occur when the under ground rock and sediment is drained away 
by the forces of erosion. When this happens, the crust of the earth no longer has a supporting struc-
ture. When the external forces exceed the limits of the underneath support, the ground collapses and 
a sinkhole is formed. Anything that happens to be on the surface when the ground collapses is swal-
lowed up in sudden destruction, houses, cars, factories, highways, livestock, pets, and people.

In Rock Springs, Texas, there is a place called The Devil’s Sinkhole. It is named this because it 
is the proverbial “bottomless pit.” If you look in, all you will see is about 400 feet of straight down, 
deep and utter darkness. It has a long, narrow shaft at the surface that leads to a large lower chamber 
at the bottom. Each night, as the sun sets, millions of bats swarm out of the chamber and up through 
the narrow opening at the surface in an ominous black cloud of beating wings and shrill cries that 
twists and turns like a tornado as these nocturnal residents leave to hunt for food.

But there is a diff erent kind of Devil’s Sinkhole that is far more ominous, for it constantly threat-
ens to open underneath your feet. The Devil is at work, right now, in an attempt to erode the founda-
tions of your heart, your mind, your character, your integrity, your resolve, your purpose, and your 
very soul. At the same time, he is working to apply pressure on the surface of your life by trying to 
overwhelm your time, your energy, your fi nances, your family, your friendships, your health, and 
your job. His goal is to cause as much pain, sorrow, and despair as possible. He wants to destroy your 
faith in God because he wants you to surrender.

So, while the Devil is trying to create sinkholes in your life, remember these words of encourage-
ment from Ephesians 6:10-11, “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. Put on 
the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.”



2022 WVBS Interactive 
Bible Reading Plan

SOTW: None
Sept. 4 1 Chr. 11-13 Ps. 65 
Sept. 5 1 Chr. 14-16 Ps. 66 
Sept. 6 1 Chr. 17-19 Ps. 67 
Sept. 7 1 Chr. 20-22 Ps. 68 
Sept. 8 1 Chr. 23-25 Ps. 69 
Sept. 9 1 Chr. 26-29 Ps. 70 
Sept. 10 2 Chr. 1-3 Ps. 71 
SUPP: None

     website: video.wvbs.org
Other Resources
sermonlines.com
theabidingword.com

Today:9/4

       
Mark Your Calendar

9/5, Christopher Crump, Jr.’s birthday
9/8. Rose Hart’s birthday in Christ
9/19, Garth Hogan’s birthday
9/30, Ralph Garrow’s birthday in Christ

Sundae Toppings
Today:Men’s Prayer Breakfast , MLM
9/11, Ladies’ Time
9/18, Family Meeting
9/25, Fellowship Meal

Bible Class 12
        Morning Worship              23

Wed. Bible Class             9
Contribution:      $1,830.00
Weekly Ave. Needed               $700.00

Welcome to Worship 
Welcome to the Plattsburgh Church of Christ. 

We are so glad to have you here with us today. 
We have been praying that God would allow us 
to meet you today and worship together. If you 
are visiting from the area, we would love to have 
you as part of our family!

Doug’s Devotional From Afar

Mission Moment
•Please pray for all our mission works. 

Announcements: Don
Opening Pray: Don
Song Leader: John
#695 “None of Self and All of Thee”
#501 “Though Your Sins Be as Scarlet”
#1033 “Can He Still Feel the Nails?”
Talk/Prayer-bread: Carl
Prayer-fruit of the vine: Jim
Prayer-collection: Alfred
# 837 “I Need Thee Every Hour”
Scripture Reading: Chris- Joel 1:1-4
Lesson:  Don Alan “An Invasion of Locusts”
# 674 “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”
#490 “It Is Well with My Soul”
Closing Prayer: Chris

Next Sunday: 9/11

JulyAugust Averages; 1 Year Ago 
Sun. Bible Class Ave.    1719;  16
Sun. AM Worship Ave.  2827; 25
Wed. Bible Class Ave.   9 10; 13
Weekly Contribution   $619.64968.50; 754.25
Yearly Contribution Ave. (52weeks) $742.88

Announcements: Chris
Opening Pray: Chris
Song Leader: Garth
Talk/Prayer-bread: Howard
Prayer-fruit of the vine: Carl
Prayer-collection: Jim
Scripture Reading: Alfred -Amos 1:1-2
Lesson:  Don Alan “The Lord Roars From Zion”
Closing Prayer: John

  

For The Congregation .... 
As our young people and school staff  start to 

school this week, let’s keep them in pray.
Please remember that the college students are 

back in class now so be alert when traveling on 
Rugar Street.  We also should be praying for the 
students and teachers there also.

According to the budget accepted last week 
our weekly goal for contrubutiions is now $784.  
Prayfully consider how you can contribute to this 
increase.

“And as they were speaking to the people, 
the priests and the Sadducees came upon them, 
greatly annoyed because they were teaching the 
people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection 
from the dead” Acts 4:1-2.  

Those who were in power were supposed to 
be the people’s advocates before God, but they 
had long left that for their own power, position, 
and politics.  They had become the world; and the 
world was annoyed because they proclaimed the 
gospel.  How dare they—out in the streets, day 
after day, and from house to house!  Unlike today 
where a college campus might provide a small 
“free speech zone” in an out-of-the-way for ideas 
some fi nd off ensive or promoting it as irrelevant, 
cancel culture has driven the gospel into the walls 
of our church buildings, Christians and their mes-
sage in the 1st century were stamped out as they 
threatened the world’s power base.  Instead of 
buckling under the pressure, however, their zeal 
born from belief in the risen Savior and what He 
meant for mankind intensifi ed, “for we cannot but 
speak of what we have seen and heard,” which, of 
course, further annoyed the world.  

How’s your zeal born from belief?  Are you 
annoying the world?            

Munchie Moments
Fellowship Meal: Our next fellowship meal is 
9/25.
Men’s Prayer Breakfast: Our next breakfast is 
10/2 at 8am followed by the MLM.
Ladies’ Time:  Our next meeting  is next Sunday. 
Ladies, please plan to stay.

A Little Humor

August 28, 2022

What kind of school do you go to if you’re...
an ice cream man?  Sundae school.…
a giant? High school.…
a surfer? Boarding school.…
King Arthur? Knight school. 

Mom: What did you do at school today?
Mark: We did a guessing game.
Mom: But I thought you were having a math exam.
Mark: That’s right!


