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July 17, 2022

BACKSLIDING HEIFER

Louis Rushmore
S. Green St. church of Christ

Glasgow, KY

Hosea 4:16 illustrates the rebellious disposition of the northern kingdom of Israel by referring to that nation 
as a “backsliding heifer.” The Hebrew word for “backsliding” here appears in other passages as “stubborn,” 
“rebellious,” “revolters” and “withdrew.” This malignant response to a benevolent God led God to remove his 
benevolent protection from Israel, resulting in the Assyrian captivity for the survivors of the ferocious Assyrian 
horde that descended upon the nation. The image of a “backsliding heifer” is that of the animal backing away or 
withdrawing from a yoke; Israel refused to have the yoke of God on it. There is still a yoke that God intends for 
his people to bear (Matt. 11:29-30).

My own image of a “backsliding heifer” in my mind is of a young cow stuck in a mud hole. Imagine trying 
to manhandle (or woman handle) a muddy fi lthy heifer from some bog into which it has gotten itself. Pull or 
push as one might, the heifer falters and even works violently against every eff ort to rescue it.

Frankly, nothing has changed, God’s people are still like that “backsliding heifer” of which the prophet 
Hosea wrote. It is hard to keep the saved, saved! Push, pull, coax and coddle, but still wayward members often 
remained bogged down in their apostasy. It seems that for some Christians, if they make it to heaven, it will 
only be if someone has a rope around their necks, tugging and dragging them, they resisting all the way, kicking 
and screaming.

Two other Hebrew words appear in the Old Testament as “backsliding,” also having to do with apostasy. 
God said to the prophet Jeremiah, “Hast thou seen that which backsliding Israel hath done?” (Jer. 3:6). Three 
more times God indicts “backsliding Israel” for her crimes (Jer. 3:8, 11-12). God refers to his apostate people as 
“backsliding children” (Jer. 3:14; 22) and twice calls his people a “backsliding daughter” (Jer. 31:22; 49:4). God 
cites his people for “perpetual backsliding” (Jer. 8:5). Indeed, perpetual sin persists to this day.

As anciently, so now, often God’s people are “bent to backsliding from me (God)” (Hos. 11:7). Happily, 
though, God will take his backsliding people back to himself upon repentance. “I will heal their backsliding, 
I will love them freely: for mine anger is turned away from him” (Hos. 14:4). What congregation wouldn’t be 
teeming with live bodies were all the backsliding heifers rounded up? Oh, that congregational concerns were 
with providing enough seating for those present rather than trying to rope heifers!



2022 WVBS Interactive 
Bible Reading Plan

SOTW: Judges and Ruth
July 17 Jos. 16-18 Ps. 16 
July 18 Jos. 19-21 Ps. 17
July 19 Jos. 22-24 Ps. 18 
July 20 Judg. 1-3 Ps. 19 
July 21 Judg. 4-6 Ps. 20 
July 22 Judg. 7-9 Ps. 21 
July 23 Judg. 10-12 Ps. 22 
SUPP:  Bible Land Passages: Passage 8 
            Sermon: Psalm 22 

     website: video.wvbs.org
Other Resources
sermonlines.com

Today: 7/17

      
Mark Your Calendar

7/20. Rose Hart’s birthday
7/28, Jesse Thompson’s birthday
8/18, Jody Miller’s birthday
8/25, Ralph Garrow’s birthday

Sundae Toppings
Today: Family Meeting
7/24, Fellowship Meal
7/31, 5th Sunday
8/7, Men’s Prayer Breakfast, MLM

Bible Class 19
        Morning Worship              28

Wed. Bible Class             6
Contribution:      $507.00

Weekly Ave. Needed               $700.00

July 10, 2022

Welcome to Worship 
Welcome to the Plattsburgh Church of Christ. We 

are so glad to have you here with us today. We have 
been praying that God would allow us to meet you to-
day and worship together. If you are visiting from the 
area, we would love to have you as part of our family!

Doug’s Devotional From Afar

Mission Moment
•Please pray for all our mission works. 

Announcements: John
Opening Prayer: John
Song Leader: Garth
#67 “For the Beauty of the Earth”
#112 “Wonderful Grace of Jesus”
#943 “Do You Know My Jesus?”
Talk/Prayer-bread: Cartl
Prayer-fruit of the vine: Alfred
Prayer-collection: Jim
#959 “Just a Little Talk with Jesus”
Scripture Reading:Howard- Hosea 11:1-4
Lesson:  Don Alan- “God’s Love for Israel”
#947 “Jesus Is Tenderly Calling”
#988 “I’ll Be Listening”
Closing Prayer: Howard

Next Sunday: 7/24
Announcements: Alfred
Opening Prayer: Alfred
Song Leader: Chris
Talk/Prayer-bread: Howard
Prayer-fruit of the vine: Jim
Prayer-collection: Alfred
Scripture Reading: John- Jonah 1:1-3
Lesson:  Don Alan- “Stubborn Against God”
Closing Prayer: John

  

For The Congregation .... 
Our Vacation Bible School is over and we had a 

great time with the young people. Our topic of “Savior 
the Rise of Christ” led to many hearing of the birth, 
ministry and the resurrection of Jesus, and how to be-
come fi shers of men. Thank you to all who worked hard 
to make the day successful. 

Please stay for our Family meeting today to see what  
upcoming service projects are planned and how you can 
be involved.

And the Lord said, ‘Behold, they are one 
people, and they have all one language, and this is 
only the beginning of what they will do.  And noth-
ing that they propose to do will now be impossible 
for them” Genesis 11:6.  

Who knew that in a story not often covered 
outside of a kids’ Bible class, that there could 
be found a way forward for the Lord’s church to 
thrive?  Throughout Scripture we catch behind-
the-scenes glimpses of what’s going on in God’s 
governance of the world.  At the tower of Babel, 
God points to the people’s unity in nation and in 
language and purpose as giving them the ability to 
do all things.  If instead of pursuing rebellion but 
living as a coordinated body of Christ, what could 
the church do as one nation of believers, speaking 
the Word of God and seeking to do Jesus’ will, for 
the cause of Christ?  I’ve often thought of minis-
try as herding cats.  But I’ve also witnessed the 
combined force of fi ve year-olds who made me 
helpless to wrestle them. Why do we not disturb 
hornet nests?  That’s what the Christians in the 
fi rst century had and look at what they did!  

If just the local church could unite in Jesus, His 
Word, and mission, what could we accomplish as 
one for Christ?  

Munchie Moments
Fellowship Meal: Our next fellowship meal of Julyis 
next Sunday. Please plan to join us for good food and 
fellowship.
Men’s Prayer Breakfast: Our next breakfast is 
8/7 at 8am followed by the MLM.
Ladies’ Time:  Our next meeting 8/14 following 
services.

The Unerring Guide

A Little Humor

SO

An older, tired-looking dog, wandered into my yard 
one day. I could tell from his collar and well-fed belly that 
he had a home and was well taken care of.

He calmly came over to me and I gave him a few pats 
on his head. Then he followed me into my house, slowly 
walked down the hall, curled up in the corner and fell 
asleep. 

An hour later, he went to the door and I let him out.
The next day he was back… greeted me in my yard, 

walked inside, and resumed his spot in the hall, and again 
slept for about an hour. This continued off  and on for 
several weeks.

Curious, I decided to pin a note to his collar which 
read:

“I would like to fi nd out who the owner of this wonder-
ful, sweet dog is and ask if you are aware that almost 
every afternoon your dog comes to my house for a nap.”

The next day he arrived for his nap, with a diff erent 
note pinned to his collar:

“He lives in a home with 6 children, 2 under the age 
of 3, and heʼs trying to catch up on his sleep. Can I come 
with him tomorrow?”

I have a proved, unerring Guide,
Whose love I’m loth to grieve;
He brings me golden promises
My heart can scare receive;
He leaders me, and hope and cheer
Doth for my path provide,
For dreary nights and days of drought:
Have you not so sure a Guide?
Quench not the faintest whisper
That the heavenly dove may bring;
He seeks with holy love to lure
The wanderer ‘neath His wing.

Anna Shipton (1815-1901)


