Stories of Faith

God’s Vision
for Our Future

FA L L 2 0 1 8 S T E WA R D S H I P C A M PA I G N

River of Grace is a vibrant community that loves, welcomes, and values everyone. We have weekly worship and
regular service opportunities, with a place here for everyone. We stand firmly on God’s radical welcome, that
everyone has a place in our community. In just the last five years, we have accomplished so much, including:
ĀĀ Established as a new
congregation in the Metro DC
Synod of the ELCA.
ĀĀ Held fellowship and
educational events for the
community, such as Trunk or
Treats, Vacation Bible School,
Community Concerts, Easter
Egg Hunts, Financial Peace
University classes, Introduction
to Christianity Classes, and
Pancake Breakfasts.
ĀĀ Initiated service projects, such
as feeding the first responders
at Coles fire station, feeding
residents of SERV family
shelter, providing donations
for the Prince William County
animal shelter, traveling on
mission trips to Haiti, and
supporting people across
America after natural disasters.

Furthermore, we have annually
collected backpacks of school
supplies for local students
and collected gifts around
Christmas for the needy in our
community.
ĀĀ During this time, River of Grace
has faithfully contributed
$65,792 to the ELCA to support
missions in both our synod and
around the world.
ĀĀ Supported our Youth group
in preparing for, funding, and
traveling to the National Youth
Gathering in Houston in 2018
and in community outreach.
ĀĀ Enhanced our digital outreach
to impact the lives of our
homebound members, people
of our congregation who have
been traveling, people of our

community who are interested
in learning more about us, and
people as far as Florida, Maine
and Alaska who have reached
out to us in gratitude for our
online presence.
ĀĀ Changed the lives of people
who have struggled with
depression, marital difficulties,
alcoholism and other
addictions, health challenges,
faith questions, mourning and
grieving, and a host of other of
life's challenges.
ĀĀ Included people in ministry
who have discovered they are
not welcome to grow, give or
serve in other places because
of their backgrounds, their
live's stories, or their openness
to others.

Even as we give thanks for and celebrate all that we do, we seek a bigger impact. We believe God has blessed us
to be a blessing to our community, an that we are called to expand and grow this ministry and to include even
more people in our mission to share Christ’s love.
Our Stewardship drive this year is Stories of Faith, God’s Vision for Our Future. We have chosen this theme for
many reasons, including:
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ĀĀ Recognizing that God has
a vision for what role River
of Grace will play in our
community.

ĀĀ Understanding that while each
of our stories is unique, God
has led us here together, and
that we are at our best when
each of us contributes our best
to the mission, including our
financial resources.

ĀĀ Remembering that we are
a welcoming community
that values the gifts and
perspectives of each
person who is a part of our
community.

As a congregation this year, we have three tangible goals for our stewardship campaign:
1.

Fully funding all of our ministry, including: our current and enhanced educational offerings, our staffing,
being good stewards of our building, servicing our mortgage, and paying our utilities.
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2. Growing our social and outreach ministries resources so that as a congregation we can more readily offer
fellowship and service events both in our congregation and in our community.
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3. Developing more small group ministries -- including OWLs (Older Wiser Lutherans) - which will launch in
December of 2018, one for young parents, dinner groups, study and fellowship groups, and more.

ĀĀ Our building gives us a physical space to meet
for weekly worship, regular social events, and to
prepare food and supplies for outside missions.
We must care for it.

ĀĀ Our staff plan weekly worship and special
worship for holidays and special events,
communicate to all of us about what is
happening in the congregation, bridge us to the
greater community, plan for our future, envision
programs that will meet the needs of our growing
community, and provide excellent pastoral care.
We must continue to care for them.
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ĀĀ Pancake breakfasts for the community.
ĀĀ Brunches for between special services, such as
Easter morning.

ENHANCING OUR SMALL GROUP MINISTRIES
It has been said again and again that people are
especially grateful for the connections they have
made with others, and that they have made with
their faith, in our church. We want to make these
more available and accessible for people, and so we
will be enhancing our Small Group ministries.
First up will be a new ministry called the OWLS
- a group for our older adults called Older, Wiser
Lutherans. This group will be for people who will be
55+ and available during the lunch hour a couple of
times a month. We also know that Prince William
County has a growing number of of retired adults,
and we believe we need to provide time and space
for them to connect to each other, to their faith
community, and to the community around them.
We believe thiat this group can be a growing edge
for the congregation to reach the community.

We will also begin groups for families with young
children, a traditional 'small group' ministry, and
even dinner groups. We believe that the more people
share in meaningful connections with people in the
congregation and the more opportunity we have for
newcomers to become easily connected with others,
the more impactful our mission to Love God + Love
Others will be in the daily lives of people, and the
more evident it will be in our whole community.
In order to fully fund our ministry and these
initiatives, we seek to increase giving by just $1,000
per week in 2019. As we all work together towards
this goal, we can easily reach and exceed this new
level of ministry, and we are eager to do so. Join
with not only in imagining the transformation in our
church, but in making possible the transformation
in our community as we work together to make this
new beginning happen.
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ĀĀ Some Holy Grounds events after service.
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ĀĀ “How much more could I give if I really
wanted to?
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In 2019, we seek an additional $1,000 per
week in order to:
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ĀĀ Fully fund our ministry – $750 per week
ĀĀ Grow our Outreach – $150 per week
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ĀĀ Enhance our Small Group Ministry –
$100 per week
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ĀĀ “Where would I be on the chart if I
doubled my giving? Can I consider
that?”
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ĀĀ “How adequately does my giving
reflect my gratitude to God for all the
blessings I receive?”
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GROWING OUR OUTREACH MINISTRY
Our church has an active outreach ministry, that
serves us a congregation and also bridges us to the
community! While we enjoy providing food and fun
for each other, we would like to offer to the church
staff and ministers the flexibility to fund some
events. This fund will provide food for:

Look over the charts. Ask yourself these
questions:
ĀĀ “How does my giving level compare
with other ways I use my money?”
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Fully funding our staff and building will allow all of
us to consider expanding programs such as: bible
studies and outreach to the community.
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FULLY FUND OUR MINISTRY
The reality is that we have been under-funding our
ministry and it is time for us to take responsibility
for funding all we to so that we can continue the
excellent ministry that happens here
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Number of Hoped For Givers Total = 64
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Number of Current Givers Total = 62
7
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