Simply Loved, Elementary, Holiday Year 3, Christmas Week 1
Jesus Gives Hope
Love Is Born 
John 3:16; Luke 2:1-7

Bible Point: Be glad! Jesus gives hope.
“So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness.” (John 1:14)

Purpose 
When Christmas comes around, how do you feel? Joyful? Stressed? Perhaps you feel sad or nostalgic as you think of loved ones you’ve lost.

Christmas stirs up a lot of emotion for us today. And just imagine the wide range of emotions Mary and Joseph felt as they made that difficult journey to Bethlehem while very pregnant, then struggled to find lodging. Yet in the midst of this stress and worry, love was born. Jesus brought the hope of heaven to earth. 

Elementary kids may feel all the emotions at Christmas, too. Sugar-induced enthusiasm meets way-past-bedtime grumpies. Excitement mixes with the stress they pick up from grown-ups. It’s a lot! With this lesson, you’ll help them feel hopeful and loved, too, as you tell about the best Christmas gift ever: Jesus! 

Prayer 
Dear God, thanks for creating us to feel. This Christmas, as we experience highs and lows that come with the holiday season, may we feel your love and accept your gift of hope. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

Prep

[bookmark: _Hlk22545525]Opening Options 

· Option Cards*
· Pretty Paper Gift Bags: paper bags, markers, washable ink pads, wet wipes
· Cup Catchers: plastic cups, cotton balls

Sing & Play 

· countdown video*
· Music Video DVD*
· Buddy Video DVD*
· Hope Bible Memory Buddy poster*
· media player 
· Bible (bookmark John 1:14)

Bible Discovery & Friendship Finale 

· “Love Is Born” Bible Story poster*
· Music Video DVD* (optional)
· Hope Bible Memory Buddy stickers* (1 per child)
· Take-It-Home Flyers* (Christmas Week 1) (1 per child)
· [bookmark: _Hlk22904549]Bible (bookmark John 3:16; Luke 2:1-7)
· chenille wires (1 pack per Crew)
· child-safe scissors
· media player

Apply-It Options 

· Explore More: Bibles, balloon
· Game: pompoms, cup

* in your Simply Loved Kit

Opening Options 

[bookmark: _Hlk21958884]Set up one—or both—of these intro activities to start your time together. Each activity connects kids to the Bible Point and to each other. Cut apart these Option Cards, and place one by each activity you choose. Crew Guides will follow the directions and build friendships with kids as they make discoveries together!

Pretty Paper Gift Bags

[bookmark: _Hlk34049531]Supplies: paper bags, markers, washable ink pads, wet wipes

Make fun and colorful Christmas gift bags. Use the markers to draw and ink to decorate with fingerprints.

[?] What’s a gift you’re excited about giving this Christmas?

At Christmas, we give gifts to people we love. Today we’ll hear about a gift Jesus gives us! [POINT] Jesus gives hope.

Cup Catchers

Supplies: plastic cups, cotton balls

Hold a cup on your head, and have a friend throw cotton balls toward you. How many can you catch?

[?] What’s something that makes you happy?

You were glad when you caught the cotton balls in your cup. And here’s something else to be glad about: [POINT] Jesus gives hope.

Now’s a great time for Opening Options. Choose one—or both—to introduce today’s Bible discoveries. 

Play countdown video (1 minute).

TIP
Help kids transition, clean up the activities, and sit with Connect Crews. A Connect Crew is a small group of kids with one Crew Guide.

Sing & Play

[bookmark: _Hlk22628886][bookmark: _Hlk27043294]Supplies
Bible
media player
Music Video DVD
· “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” music video
· “O Come, All Ye Faithful” music video
Buddy Video DVD
· Hope Bible Memory Buddy video (Christmas Week 1)
Hope Bible Memory Buddy poster

[bookmark: _Hlk24102166]Merry Christmas! I’m so ready to celebrate Christmas with you today. Let’s get started with a song. 

Play “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” music video.

Jesus is that newborn king. We praise and give glory to Jesus—the king of everything! 

Bible Point

[bookmark: _Hlk101172256][bookmark: _Hlk101181895][bookmark: _Hlk60931533][bookmark: _Hlk20138134]We praise him because [POINT] Jesus gives hope. That’s our Bible Point today. Every time you hear the words [POINT] “Jesus gives hope,” clap quickly like this (demonstrate clapping quickly for a second or two) and say, “Wow! Thank you!” Let’s try that together. 

· Say, “Jesus gives hope.”
· [bookmark: _Hlk101172278]Quickly clap as everyone responds with “Wow! Thank you!”
· Repeat several times.

TIP
[bookmark: _Hlk101172288]Repetition cements learning, so be sure to say today’s Bible Point A LOT. Have fun with it! Kids will love listening for it and responding with “Wow! Thank you!” 

When we hope, we look forward to good things. And we trust that even in hard or dark times, Jesus will make all things right. 

You know, it was a sad and dark time for God’s people before Jesus was born. God’s people hadn’t heard from God in hundreds of years. They were living in a country where they were treated horribly and overtaxed. They were waiting for God to send a Savior. Maybe things seemed hopeless.

And then people could be glad! Jesus came, bringing hope to people back then and people who’ve lived ever since. 

Bible Memory Buddy & Verse

Speaking of hope…Hope is the name of our Bible Memory Buddy. Show the Bible Memory Buddy poster. 

Hope is a jaguar. How much do you know about jaguars? Let’s find out with a This-or-That Challenge! You’ll hear two fun facts about jaguars. It’s up to you to decide which is true—this fact or that!
· [?] Are jaguars native to Africa or South America? 
· Have everyone stand up to vote for this (Africa) or crouch down to vote for that (South America). 
· Make a drumroll sound by patting your thighs or the floor.
· Dramatically give the answer: Jaguars live in…South America! They’re one of the few big cats that don’t live in Africa. Let’s see what else we can find out from Hope.  
· [bookmark: _Hlk25744736]Watch the Bible Memory Buddy video.

Show Hope Bible Memory Buddy video (Christmas Week 1).

Baby jaguars are soooo cute! I wonder if Jesus was a cute baby, too. Today we’ll read about his birth in the Bible.

Show the Bible. The Bible is God’s true story of love. It’s one big book that’s filled with a bunch of little books. Our Bible Memory Verse is John 1:14. Let’s say the verse together. I’ll say a line, and then you repeat it after me. 

“So the Word became human (sign language for Jesus)
and made his home among us. (make roof over head)
He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. (put hands on heart one at a time)
And we have seen his glory, (circle arms around head)
the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.” (point up)
(John 1:14)

“The Word” is another name for Jesus! Jesus came from heaven to live as a person like you and me. [POINT] Jesus gives hope. (Wow! Thank you!) And he arrived in a town called Bethlehem. Let’s sing the story through another Christmas song! 

Play “O Come, All Ye Faithful” music video.

Bible Discovery

Supplies
Bible
“Love Is Born” Bible Story poster
Music Video DVD (optional)
chenille wires (1 pack per Crew)
child-safe scissors 
media player

TIP
We call helpers Crew Guides. If you lead a small class, you can be the Crew Guide. Simply circle up with the kids. If you have helpers, form smaller groups so each child can be known—and so kids can befriend your helpers, too!

Circle Up & Connect

Let’s circle up and spend a little time simply getting to know each other in smaller groups called Connect Crews. 
· Arrange kids into Connect Crews with one helper—or Crew Guide—per group.
· Have kids give their Crew Guides high-fives while jumping.
· Invite kids to sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Connect Crews. 
· Have kids take turns saying their names and answering this question. Crew Guides go first. 
· [?] What’s one thing you hope to get for Christmas this year?
· Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared. 

The Heart of the Matter

It’s fun to hope and dream about exciting Christmas presents, isn’t it?

When we hope, we look forward to good things. Jesus gives us hope so we can look forward to a forever friendship with him. 

You see, before Jesus came, the world God made was messed up by sin. It was hopeless! There was nothing good to look forward to. But God had a plan to bring hope and love to the world. Listen as I read the plan. 

Read aloud John 3:16.

God loves the world—and that includes each of you. 

And God loves the people you love! In a minute, I’m going to give you a fuzzy wire to shape into a heart. As you do, think about someone you love a lot. 

Give a chenille wire to each person to shape into a heart. 

Let’s talk in Connect Crews. 
· [?] Tell about the person you thought of. Why do you love that person so much? Invite Crew Guides to share first.
· Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared. 

We all have people we love, and God loves them, too! Listen as I read God’s plan again. Notice who it says God loves. 

Read aloud John 3:16.

God loves the world. Show the Bible Story poster, pointing to the globe to represent the world God loves.

That’s why God sent his one and only Son, Jesus. God saw that sin was hurting all people. It’s a sad and hopeless situation. But we can be glad because [POINT] Jesus gives hope. (Wow! Thank you!)

Through Jesus, God shows his love to all people, everywhere, throughout history and today! God’s love is so much bigger than our own! Let’s use our small hearts to shape one big heart to represent all the people God loves. 

Have Crews straighten the wires and then connect them to make one big heart per Crew. 

[?] Why does knowing that God loves all people make you glad? Invite responses from the whole group. 

TIP
Welcome several responses, making sure to repeat each answer given. Your recap will allow kids to know they’re understood, and it’ll help everyone else hear quiet voices.

Jesus isn’t a gift for only a few people. Everyone can enjoy God’s give of love. And that makes us glad! Have everyone clap and cheer as a thank-you gift back to God. 

TIP
Rather than making one heart per Crew, consider making one big heart with all kids and Crew Guides in your group. 

Experience the Bible Story

Let’s dive into our Bible story. I’ll need your help to tell the story. Listen while I read how the story begins. 

Read aloud Luke 2:1-3.

At this time, the Roman Empire was in charge of the place where God’s people lived. And the Roman leaders wanted to charge people more taxes. Have everyone give a thumbs-down to show displeasure. 

God’s people didn’t have a choice but to obey. It seemed hopeless! But remember, [POINT] Jesus gives hope. (Wow! Thank you!) Speaking of giving, I have something to give to you all!

Give a pile of chenille wires and child-safe scissors to each Crew.

We used fuzzy wires to show God’s great love. Now let’s use more to tell today’s Bible story and see how God’s love was born. We’ll shape them into characters from the Christmas story in Luke, chapter 2. Listen to see who we’ll make first. 

Read aloud Luke 2:4-5.

Let’s make a Joseph and a Mary! Allow time for each person to cut and twist wires into two stick figure people. 

Joseph and Mary went to Bethlehem to be counted in a census. Let’s make our figures travel two times around our Crew circles. Allow time for kids to crawl around in a circle and make their figures “walk.” Then have Crews sit in knee-to-knee circles again. 

Time for the census! Let’s count how many wire people we’ve made. Have kids hold up their people, then lead everyone in counting them all. 

Great! Now let’s see what happened while Mary and Joseph were in Bethlehem.

Read aloud Luke 2:6-7. Show the Bible Story poster again. 

That baby was Jesus! Let’s make a little bitty baby Jesus. Allow time for each person to cut and twist wires into a small stick figure baby. Sing a Christmas song like “Away in a Manger” as everyone creates, moving on after the songs ends. 

Since Mary and Joseph wrapped the baby in cloth, let’s do the same! Have each person wrap a small piece of wire around the “baby” figure. 

Babies are so small and sweet. Lots of people love babies! Let’s talk in our Connect Crews.
· [?] Tell about a baby you know. Invite Crew Guides to share first.
· Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared.

This baby was extra special because baby Jesus was fully God and fully human. God had arrived on earth to give hope and bring good things like love and joy to the world. [POINT] Jesus gives hope. (Wow! Thank you!)

Mary and Joseph placed their baby in a manger. A manger is a box that holds animals’ food. Let’s make wire mangers. Be creative and make one however you want! You’ll have one minute—go! Play the countdown video as kids make mangers. 

Now lay your baby Jesus in the manger, and place it near Mary and Joseph. Allow time. 

Since there was a manger, there were probably animals around! Let’s make some animals with the remaining wires. 

[?] Shout out your favorite animal. Invite responses from the whole group as they create. 

You’ve made a nativity scene! Nativity means birth. The figures you made will help you remember and tell about Jesus’ birth. This special story has been told over and over, reminding us that [POINT] Jesus gives hope. (Wow! Thank you!) 

In fact, let’s tell the story again! Together with your Connect Crew, tell the story and have your figures act it out. Allow time. If you’d like, play a Christmas music video from the Music Video DVD in the background. 

Without Jesus, we’d be hopeless. There would be no way for us to be friends with God forever—here on earth now and someday in heaven, too! We can be glad because [POINT] Jesus gives hope. (Wow! Thank you!) Jesus makes a way when there seems to be no way.

Let’s talk about this in Connect Crews.
· [?] What’s something in your own life that feels hopeless? Share a brief, age-appropriate example from your own life to begin. Then invite Crew Guides to begin each Crew conversation. 

TIP
You go first! Kids might not have a quick answer to this question. Sharing your own story will give them an example and a little extra time to think.

When life feels hopeless, let’s remember God’s love for us. Let’s remember that Jesus knows what it’s like to be a human like we are, and let’s trust that [POINT] Jesus gives hope. (Wow! Thank you!)

In fact, let’s pray about these hopeless things right now. Let’s close our eyes so we see only darkness. 

Dear God, thank you for loving the whole world—including us. You know all about the hopeless situations we talked about today. Please open our eyes to see your love is still there for us, even when things feel dark and difficult. Have everyone open their eyes. Thanks for these friends who’ve shown us your love today. We love you, too. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

TIP
Now’s a great time for Apply-It Options. Choose one—or both—of the following reinforcement activities to support today’s Bible discoveries before the Friendship Finale. 

Apply-It Options

Choose one—or both—of these activities to support kids’ learning after Bible Discovery. 
  
Explore More  

Supplies: Bibles, balloon

Distribute Bibles, and help kids find and read John 1:14 and John 3:16 together.

God the Father sent Jesus the Son into the world. 

Inflate a balloon. I’ve filled this balloon with my very own breath. It’s like I’m putting a part of myself into it! It’s risky—if I send it to you, you might pop it. You might stomp on it. It’s a risky thing to share it with you.

When the balloon is full, tie it off and bat it to the kids for everyone to bat around.

[?] What were the risks of Jesus coming to earth?

God loved us so much that he sent his only Son, Jesus, to live among us and eventually give up his life so we can be forgiven and forever friends with God. So be glad! [POINT] Jesus gives hope. (Wow! Thank you!) 

Game

[bookmark: _Hlk101267919]Supplies: pompoms, cup

Mary and Joseph had to travel to Bethlehem for a census. Let’s take a cotton ball census!

· Crews line up along one wall.
· Crew Guides stand opposite from their Crews, holding a bunch of cotton balls.
· One at a time, kids run to their Crew Guide, who drops a random number of cotton balls on the floor.
· Kids count the cotton balls, announce the number, hand them back to the Crew Guide, then run back to tag the next person.
· Crew Guides drop a different number of cotton balls each time.

The census Mary and Joseph went to Bethlehem for didn’t happen because they mattered to the government. The government just wanted to collect more taxes! But Jesus has a different way of counting people. He came to bring hope for everyone. Everyone counts to him. We can be glad! [POINT] Jesus gives hope. (Wow! Thank you!) 

[?] Tell about a time you felt like you mattered.

Friendship Finale 

Supplies
Hope Bible Memory Buddy stickers (1 per child) 
Take-It-Home Flyers (Christmas Week 1) (1 per child)

Have kids sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Connect Crews.

Hope, our Bible Memory Buddy, can help us remember that [POINT] Jesus gives hope. (Wow! Thank you!) You’ll each receive a Hope sticker to remind you to find hope in Jesus throughout your week. You can wear it now or take it home with you. 

· Demonstrate how to cradle a sticker in your hands, like a baby.
· Crew Guides give a sticker to each child and say, “[Child’s name], [POINT] Jesus gives you hope.”
· Kids cradle their stickers.
· Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has received a sticker.

TIP
Saying each child’s name in a loving way helps kids simply experience the love of Jesus through you!

You might think that Jesus was created when he was born on earth. After all, you were created as a baby!

But Jesus wasn’t created. Jesus is God, and he has always existed! Not always as a baby on earth—but as God’s Son. In fact, Jesus helped create our world!

That makes Jesus’ birth even more special to think about. Jesus gave up being in heaven—where it’s perfect—to be here. Our powerful God became a sweet and helpless little baby. 

Jesus did that because he loves you! And he loves everyone you’ll ever meet. Look at someone near you. Think about how much Jesus loves that person as I read more about our friend Jesus.

· Read the first section of the Christmas Week 1 Take-It-Home Flyer.
· Now I’ll give you one of these flyers to help you talk about Jesus’ hope in your Connect Crews and at home, too. Think of this as a practice time for talking about Jesus with your family at home.
· Distribute Take-It-Home Flyers to Crew Guides, and have them share about their own friendship with Jesus as they discuss the “Talk Starter” question with their Crews.
· Kids share prayer requests—things they’d like to tell Jesus—in their Connect Crews. 
· Connect Crews pray together.
· Crew Guides distribute Take-It-Home Flyers and follow the directions to help kids fold the paper to “fly” home.
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