[bookmark: _Hlk19103229]Jesus Is Good News! 
[bookmark: _Hlk61861762]Christmas Week 1: Mary and Joseph Travel to Bethlehem (Luke 2:1-7)

Bible Point: Jesus is good news!

“But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in him you will have life by the power of his name.” (John 20:31)

Purpose 
Mary and Joseph were facing a long journey. The Roman emperor had decided it was time for a census, and they had to travel to Joseph’s ancestral home to be counted. This meant a long trip of around 90 miles, likely on foot or the back of a donkey. After decades of chaos among the people of Judah and resentment for heavy-handed Roman rule, Mary and Joseph’s travel circumstances would have been challenging no matter what. But on top of it, Mary was pregnant. 

Their journey ended in Bethlehem…where there was no place to stay. But God provided sanctuary with a stable of animals, where Mary gave birth to the King of the world. Jesus, the answer to every difficult journey we’ll ever have, came to earth in the humblest of circumstances. And his birth was—and is—great news for everyone!

This week, let children’s anticipation, excitement, and happiness wash over you, too, as you celebrate the good news: God gave us Jesus!

Prayer 
Dear God, thank you for being with me as I journey with kids through this lesson. May the good news I share help kids grow to know and love you more. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Prep

Opening Options

· Option Cards*
· Jingle Bell Journey: jingle bells, chenille wires
· Starry Path: paper plates, star stickers, crayons 

Sing & Play 

· Music CD* 
· Music Video DVD*
· Buddy Video DVD*
· Ramsey Bible Memory Buddy poster* 
· media player
· Bible (bookmark John 20:31) 

[bookmark: _Hlk22646746]Bible Discovery & Goodbye Circle

· “Mary and Joseph Travel to Bethlehem” Bible Story poster*
· Music CD*
· Ramsey Bible Memory Buddy stickers* (1 per child)
· media player
· Bible (bookmark Luke 2:4-7)
· chenille wires
· jingle bells 

Apply-It Options

· Game: no supplies
· Food-n-Friendship: snack, napkins, hand cleanser, Music CD*, media player
· Coloring Creation: “Mary and Joseph Travel to Bethlehem” Coloring Creation pages* (1 per child), crayons, yellow yarn, child-safe scissors, glue sticks, Music CD*, media player

* in your Simply Loved Kit

Opening Options

[bookmark: _Hlk22024085][bookmark: _Hlk22024069]Set up one—or both—of these intro activities to start your time together. Each activity connects kids to the Bible Point and to each other. Cut apart these Option Cards, and place one by each activity you choose. Crew Guides will follow the directions and build friendships with kids as they make discoveries together!

Jingle Bell Journey

Supplies: jingle bells, chenille wires

Thread a jingle bell onto a chenille wire, then secure it around your ankle. Can you walk quietly without making the jingle bell jingle?

[?] When have you had to be very quiet?

No one threw a big, noisy party for Jesus when he was born. Instead, he came quietly and without a lot of fuss. Even though God gave us Jesus in a quiet way, [POINT] Jesus is good news! 

Starry Path

Supplies: paper plates, star stickers, crayons

Draw a path on the paper plate and add star stickers. Then walk your fingers along the starry path.

[?] Where’s a place you like to go?

In our Bible story today, a couple whose names were Mary and Joseph had to go on a trip to a town called Bethlehem. When they got there, there was good news. Jesus was born! [POINT] Jesus is good news! 

Now’s a great time for Opening Options. Choose one—or both—to introduce today’s Bible discoveries. 

Play “The Cleanup Song” (Music CD track 1).

TIP
Help kids transition by cleaning up before sitting with their Connect Crews. A Connect Crew is a smaller group of kids with one Crew Guide.

Sing & Play
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[bookmark: _Hlk20138080]Supplies 
Bible
Music CD
· “Hello, My Friends”
Music Video DVD
· “Go, Tell It On the Mountain” music video 
· “O Little Town of Bethlehem” music video
Buddy Video DVD
· Ramsey Bible Memory Buddy video (Week 1) 
media player 
Ramsey Bible Memory Buddy poster

[bookmark: _Hlk48296181]Welcome

Hello, friends! Merry Christmas! I’m glad you’re here to celebrate Jesus’ birthday with us. Let’s start by singing our welcome song. 

Play “Hello, My Friends” (Music CD track 2).

[bookmark: _Hlk22633082]Let’s say hello and Merry Christmas to our Crew Guides. They’re our go-to friends who are here to have fun and learn along with us. 
· Kids give their Crew Guides double high-fives.

Bible Point

[bookmark: _Hlk20138134]Have I got news for you! At Christmas, we celebrate Jesus’ birth. [POINT] Jesus is good news! That’s our Bible Point today. So every time you hear the words [POINT] “Jesus is good news,” cup your hands around your mouth and say, “Celebrate Jesus!” Let’s try that together.

[bookmark: _Hlk20138152]TIP
Repetition cements learning, so be sure to say today’s Bible Point A LOT. Have fun with it! Kids will love listening for it and responding, “Celebrate Jesus!”

God loves all people so much. So God gave us the best gift ever—his special Son, Jesus. [POINT] Jesus is good news! (Celebrate Jesus!) 

Let’s cheer for baby Jesus and welcome him to our world! Do this with me. 
· Wave one arm in the air. 
· Wave the other arm in the air. 
· Wave both arms in the air. 
· Say, “Welcome, Jesus!” 
· Wave one foot in the air. 
· Wave the other foot in the air. 
· Hop up and down a few times. 
· Say, “Welcome, Jesus!”

[POINT] Jesus is good news! (Celebrate Jesus!) Now let’s sing the good news. Jesus Christ is born! 

[bookmark: _Hlk20138182]Play “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” music video.

[bookmark: _Hlk22540086]Bible Memory Buddy & Verse

It’s time to talk to our friend Buzzly Bee. Buzzly will introduce us to a special Bible Memory Buddy friend. Let’s call for Buzzly. Do what I do!
· Flap hands quickly like a bee.
· Make buzzing sounds. 

Show Ramsey Bible Memory Buddy video (Week 1).

[bookmark: _Hlk20138203]Wow! Ramsey the bighorn sheep reminds us that [POINT] Jesus is good news. (Celebrate Jesus!) 
· [bookmark: _Hlk20138225]Show the Bible Memory Buddy poster, noting Ramsey’s horns. 
· Look! Ramsey has big, tough horns on his head! 
· Have kids hold arms above their heads like rams’ horns, then turn to their Crew Guide and say, “Baaa! [POINT] Jesus is good news!” Crew Guides reply, “Celebrate Jesus!” 

We can read the Christmas story in the Bible. Show the Bible. The Bible is God’s true story of love! Our Bible Memory Verse comes from the Bible. Let’s say it together. I’ll say a line, and then you repeat after me. 

“But these are written (hold hands like an open book)
so that you may continue to believe (place hands over heart)
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, (point middle finger into each palm to show sign language for “Jesus”)
and that by believing in him (place hands over heart)
you will have life by the power of his name.” (sweep arms overhead and back down)
(John 20:31)

[bookmark: _Hlk67928003]TIP
For younger children, consider shortening the verse just a bit: “But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God.” 

[bookmark: _Hlk69834072]TIP
As you teach sign language for “Jesus,” tell kids that the sign reminds us of the nails put in Jesus’ hands when he died on the cross to show God’s great love for all people—including you and me!

[bookmark: _Hlk20138288][POINT] Jesus is good news! (Celebrate Jesus!) Jesus was born in a little town called Bethlehem. Let’s sing about that special birthday. 

Play “O Little Town of Bethlehem” music video.



Bible Discovery 

Supplies 
Bible
“Mary and Joseph Travel to Bethlehem” Bible Story poster
chenille wires
jingle bells 

TIP
We call helpers Crew Guides. If you lead a small class, you can be the Crew Guide. Simply gather kids in a cozy circle around you. If you have helpers, form smaller groups so each child can be known—and so kids can befriend your helpers, too! 

Beforehand, string several jingle bells onto a chenille wire and twist the ends to secure. You’ll jingle these bells as a sound effect throughout the story. 

[bookmark: _Hlk20138358][POINT] Jesus is good news! (Celebrate Jesus!) Hold up a Bible. In our Bible story today, people had to take a long trip. And at the end of the trip, there was good news: Jesus was born! 
· [bookmark: _Hlk20138761]Have everyone get comfy and sit in knee-to-knee circles with Connect Crews.
· [bookmark: _Hlk20139867][bookmark: _Hlk20138425][?] When have you gone on a long trip? What did you do when you got there? Invite Crew Guides to share first. 
· Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared. 

Looong trips are most fun when they’re over! For Mary and Joseph, there was a very special present at the end of their travels. And that present is for everyone! Jesus is all people’s special gift from God. That’s because [POINT] Jesus is good news! (Celebrate Jesus!)

You can help me tell the Christmas story in the Bible. Listen carefully throughout the story for these good news jingle bells! 
· Shake the jingle bells. 
· Explain that when they hear the bells, everyone will raise their hands and wiggle their fingers in celebration. 
· Practice a few times. 

God had special plans for Mary and Joseph and their family. That’s good news! 
· Jingle the bells.
· Pause for everyone to wiggle fingers. 

Mary was going to have a baby!
· Jingle the bells.
· Pause for everyone to wiggle fingers. 

God told Mary that the baby would be extra special because the baby was God’s Son, Jesus. [POINT] Jesus is good news! (Celebrate Jesus!)
· Jingle the bells. 
· Pause for everyone to wiggle fingers. 

Mary was going to have a special baby. But first she and Joseph needed to go to Bethlehem. 

You see, the leader in charge back then said everyone had to travel to their hometowns to be counted. A hometown is the town you were born in. Tell everyone the name of your hometown as an example. Bethlehem was Joseph’s hometown. So he had to go there with Mary. Let’s read about their travels. 

Read aloud Luke 2:4-5. 

TIP
Read the verses from the Bible. You’re showing kids that God’s Word is special. And don’t worry; we’ve kept the verses short for young attention spans.

Such a long trip would be hard, especially for Mary. I wonder how they would get there. Do this with me!
· Have everyone stand if they’re able. 
· [?] When you go places, what do you ride on to get there? 
· Have kids call out answers, then act out each mode of travel, like airplanes, buses, cars, scooters, and bicycles. 

Those are great ways to travel! But here’s the bad news: For Mary and Joseph’s big trip, there wasn’t a plane, a bus, a car, or a bicycle. Not even a scooter! 

But there was good news!
· Jingle the bells. 
· Pause for everyone to wiggle fingers. 

Back then, people could travel…
· by riding in a chariot, (have kids pretend to ride a chariot)
· by riding on a donkey, (have kids pretend to ride a donkey)
· or by walking! (have kids walk in a circle, then sit down)

Mary and Joseph weren’t important people like kings, queens, or soldiers. So they didn’t ride a chariot. They probably walked, and maybe they had a donkey to ride sometimes. Let’s walk with Mary and Joseph. Do what I do! 

Walk in place as you sing to the tune of “Sally the Camel.” 
Mary and Joseph walked (clap) really far.
Mary and Joseph walked (clap) really far.
Mary and Joseph walked (clap) really far.
They went to Bethlehem! 

TIP
Not very musical? That’s okay! Simply say the words of the song and invite kids to clap along.

Have everyone sit with Connect Crews. Whew! Mary and Joseph finally made it to Bethlehem. That’s good news!
· Jingle the bells. 
· Pause for everyone to wiggle fingers. 

Mary and Joseph saw lots of other people there, too. And because there were so many people, there was nowhere for Mary and Joseph to stay. Shake your head sadly. That’s not good news. Imagine being on a long trip, and when you get there, there’s no place for you to stay. How disappointing! Let’s talk about disappointments in our Connect Crews.  
· [?] When have you been disappointed about something? 
· Have Crew Guides share first. 
· Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared. 

Mary and Joseph went to different places in Bethlehem to see if there was room. How disappointing! Let’s look for a place to stay with Mary and Joseph. Crew Guides, you’ll be the innkeepers. They’re the people who usually have rooms people can stay in. Do this with me! 
· Have kids pretend to knock on a door and say, “Knock, knock! We need a place to stay!” 
· Have Connect Guides shake their heads and say, “There’s no room here. Please go away!” 
· Move to different parts of the room several times, and repeat the rhyme each time.  

But finally…there was good news! 
· Jingle the bells. 
· Pause for everyone to wiggle fingers. 

Mary and Joseph found a place…where animals slept! It wasn’t a fancy hotel, but it was safe and warm. Plus, there were lots of animal friends there.

[?] What kinds of animals do you think might have been there? Invite answers from the whole group, and make each animal’s noise together. 

TIP
Welcome a few responses. Be sure to summarize what kids say so everyone can hear.

It may have been a noisy place for a baby, but don’t worry, here comes the best news of all.
· Jingle the bells. 
· Pause for everyone to wiggle fingers. 
 
There, near the animals, God’s special Son, Jesus, was born. Let’s read about it. 

Read aloud Luke 2:6-7. Show the Bible Story poster.

When baby Jesus was born, there was no crib or cradle to put him in. But here’s the good news! 
· Jingle the bells. 
· Pause for everyone to wiggle fingers. 

There was a box called a manger for the animal’s food. Mary wrapped baby Jesus in cloths and put him in the manger to sleep. 
· Jingle the bells. 
· Pause for everyone to wiggle fingers. 

There was good news in that manger because [POINT] Jesus is good news! (Celebrate Jesus!) God gave the world a special friend—Jesus! And the really good news? Jesus wants to be our friend, too. 

There is so much good news in this story! Let’s all stand up and tell it again. Get ready to wiggle your fingers and celebrate because [POINT] Jesus is good news! (Celebrate Jesus!) [POINT] Jesus is good news! (Celebrate Jesus!) 

TIP
Now’s a great time for Apply-It Options. Choose one or more that fit your time frame to support today’s Bible discoveries before the closing Goodbye Circle. 

Apply-It Options

Choose one—or all—of these activities to support kids’ learning after Bible Discovery. 

Game

Play this version of Red Light, Green Light. 
· Have children line up along one side of your room. 
· Have a leader stand at the other side. 
· When the leader calls out, “Green light to Bethlehem!” and spreads his or her arms wide, children walk toward the leader.
· When the leader calls out, “Red light, no room!” and closes his or her arms, children must freeze.
· The first child to reach the leader becomes the new leader.

Whether we’re going or stopping, [POINT] Jesus is good news (Celebrate Jesus!) because Jesus is a friend who’s always with us.

Food-n-Friendship

Supplies: snack, napkins, hand cleanser, Music CD, media player 

· Give a napkin to a friend and say, [POINT] “Jesus is good news!” (Celebrate Jesus!) 
· Play “God, You Are So Good” (Music CD track 3).
· Eat snack together.
· [?] When we pray, we talk with Jesus. Who has something we can talk with Jesus about? 
· Pray together.

[POINT] Jesus is good news! (Celebrate Jesus!) Let’s share that good news as we clean up our snack. Have kids say “Jesus is good news” as they each throw away their trash. Be sure to respond each time with “Celebrate Jesus!” 

Coloring Creation

Supplies: “Mary and Joseph Travel to Bethlehem” Coloring Creation pages (1 per child), crayons, yellow yarn, child-safe scissors, glue sticks, Music CD, media player

[POINT] Jesus is good news! (Celebrate Jesus!)  
· Point out Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, the animals, and the star. Talk about how Mary and Joseph took a long journey before baby Jesus was born. 
· Color the picture.
· Help children glue on yellow yarn as straw in the manger.  
· Play music as kids create.
· [bookmark: _Hlk67928571]Play “That You May Believe” (John 20:31) (Music CD track 5).



[bookmark: _Hlk20140931]Goodbye Circle 

Supplies 
Music CD 
· “Goodbye, My Friends”
· “That You May Believe” (John 20:31) 
media player
Ramsey Bible Memory Buddy stickers (1 per child)
jingle bells on chenille wires (from Bible Discovery) 

It’s almost time to say goodbye! Let’s sing our goodbye song as we join hands and make one big circle. 

Play “Goodbye, My Friends” (Music CD track 4).

Jingle the bells. It’s good news! Jesus is with us everywhere we go. 

At Christmastime you may hear people use a special name for Jesus—Immanuel. Emmanuel means “God with us.” Because of our friend Jesus, God is with us everywhere we go. That’s why [POINT] Jesus is good news! (Celebrate Jesus!)

· [bookmark: _Hlk20141342]Show the Bible Memory Buddy poster, and remind kids that Ramsey helps us remember [POINT] Jesus is good news! (Celebrate Jesus!) 
· Invite Crew Guides to give each child a Ramsey sticker to wear or take home. Have a child come forward and stand up tall like a bighorn sheep, then take a sticker from the Crew Guide, who says, “[Child’s name], Jesus is good news for you!” 
· [bookmark: _Hlk67991721]Play “That You May Believe” (John 20:31) (Music CD track 5).
· Do Bible Memory Verse motions and move to the music! 

TIP
Saying each child’s name in a loving way helps kids simply experience God’s love through you!

###
