Simply Loved Elementary, Holiday Year 2, Christmas Week 1
Jesus Is Good News
Christmas Week 1: Mary and Joseph Travel to Bethlehem (Luke 2:1-7)

Bible Point: Jesus is good news…for people who feel like nobodies.  

“But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in him you will have life by the power of his name.” (John 20:31)

Purpose 
Elementary kids know who’s who. They keep track of the biggest names in sports, music, and online. So they may feel unimportant or like their lives pale in comparison to the “somebodies” they see on screens. Perhaps you feel that way sometimes, too. This lesson will tell them—and you—the good news: Jesus shows God’s love to everyone. To God, nobody is a nobody.

Think about it: Mary and Joseph weren’t royalty. They weren’t important political figures. They didn’t have high status or wealth. They were just ordinary people, sent on a long, hard journey for a census so they could pay taxes. But they were a special part of God’s big plan. 

Guess what! God has a plan for your time with kids today. As their leader, you’re a “somebody” to them. You play a crucial, loving role in kids’ lives, and Jesus, our Immanuel, is with you each step of the way. 

Prayer 
Jesus, thank you for giving up your place in heaven to humble yourself as a tiny baby here on earth. Thank you that you became like a nobody to make me a somebody who can share your love with others. In your name, amen.

Prep

[bookmark: _Hlk22545525]Opening Options 

· Option Cards*
· Christmas Ribbons: gift bows, ribbon, child-safe scissors
· Crumpled Paper Christmas: construction paper, tissue paper, tape, glue sticks

Sing & Play 

· countdown video*
· Music Video DVD*
· Buddy Video DVD*
· Ramsey Bible Memory Buddy poster*
· media player 
· Bible (bookmark John 20:31)

Bible Discovery & Friendship Finale 

· “Mary and Joseph Travel to Bethlehem” Bible Story poster*
· Ramsey Bible Memory Buddy stickers* (1 per child)
· Take-It-Home Flyers* (Week 1) (1 per child)
· [bookmark: _Hlk22904549]Bible (bookmark Luke 2:1, 6-7)
· paper
· pens

Apply-It Options 

· Explore More: Bibles, Christmas tree ornaments, Christmas garland 
· Game: gift bow

* in your Simply Loved Kit

Opening Options 

[bookmark: _Hlk21958884]Set up one—or both—of these intro activities to start your time together. Each activity connects kids to the Bible Point and to each other. Cut apart these Option Cards, and place one by each activity you choose. Crew Guides will follow the directions and build friendships with kids as they make discoveries together!

Christmas Ribbons

Supplies: gift bows, ribbon, child-safe scissors

[bookmark: _Hlk34049531]Use gift bows and ribbon to create the shape of a Christmas-themed item. Let other people guess what you made!

[?] What’s your favorite thing about Christmas?

There are so many exciting things to celebrate at Christmas. And the most exciting thing to celebrate is Jesus’ birth! Today we’ll discover why [POINT] Jesus is good news.

Crumpled Paper Christmas

Supplies: construction paper, tissue paper, tape, glue sticks

Tear small pieces of tissue paper and crumple them. Then glue the pieces onto construction paper to make a Christmas tree.

[?] Tell about Christmas decorations in your house.

We usually crumple paper to throw it away. In today’s Bible story, we’ll see how people who felt unimportant—like crumpled paper—turned out to be really important! That’s because [POINT] Jesus is good news, even when we feel like nobodies.

Now’s a great time for Opening Options. Choose one—or both—to introduce today’s Bible discoveries. 

Play countdown video (1 minute).

TIP
Help kids transition, clean up the activities, and sit with Connect Crews. A Connect Crew is a small group of kids with one Crew Guide.

Sing & Play

[bookmark: _Hlk22628886][bookmark: _Hlk27043294]Supplies
Bible
media player
Music Video DVD
· “Here Is Our King” music video
· “O Little Town of Bethlehem” music video
· “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” music video
Buddy Video DVD
· Ramsey Bible Memory Buddy video (Week 1)
Ramsey Bible Memory Buddy poster

[bookmark: _Hlk24102166]Merry Christmas, everyone! I’m so glad you’re here with me today to celebrate Jesus’ birth. Jesus was no ordinary baby. Jesus is our king! 

Play “Here Is Our King” music video.

Bible Point

Christmas is an exciting time. There are so many pretty decorations, presents, and fun things to do!

[bookmark: _Hlk20138134]But the best part of Christmas is Jesus! [POINT] Jesus is good news! That’s our Bible Point today. Every time you hear the words [POINT] “Jesus is good news,” cup your hands in front of your mouth like a megaphone (demonstrate) and say, “Celebrate Jesus!” Let’s try that together.

· Hold your hands like a megaphone as you say, “Celebrate Jesus!”
· Repeat several times.

TIP
Repetition cements learning, so be sure to say today’s Bible Point A LOT. Have fun with it! Kids will love listening for it and responding with “Celebrate Jesus!”

Have you ever needed good news? Maybe you were worried about a test score or a friend who was in trouble. Or perhaps your mom needed a new job, or your dad needed a good report from the doctor. Take a moment and think—when have you needed good news? Pause for a few moments, then ask if anyone would like to share about the hard time they were thinking about. 

Hard times make us feel all sorts of things. Hope, fear, worry. But even as we wait and wonder, there’s good news. Jesus is with us. The good news of Jesus may not make everything okay right away, but it does mean we’re never alone. That’s why [POINT] Jesus is good news. (Celebrate Jesus!)

Let’s pray and talk with Jesus about these times. Dear Jesus, you know all about us and the hard times we face. Thank you that we are never alone and that you love us and are with us. Amen.  

The good news about Jesus was first shared many of years ago outside a town called Bethlehem. That’s where Jesus was born—so let’s sing about it!

Play “O Little Town of Bethlehem” music video.

Bible Memory Buddy & Verse

Ramsey is our Bible Memory Buddy! Show the Bible Memory Buddy poster. Ramsey is a bighorn sheep, which makes me wonder what his horns are used for. Let’s find out with a This-or-That Challenge! You’ll hear two fun facts about big-horned sheep. It’s up to you to decide which is true—this fact or that!
· [?] Do big-horned sheep use their horns to dig in the dirt for food or to defend their homes? 
· Have everyone get on all fours to vote for this (dig in the dirt) or stand up tall with your arms up like horns to vote for that (defend their homes). 
· Make a drumroll sound by patting your thighs or the floor.
· Dramatically give the answer: And the answer is…defend their homes! Let’s find out more from Ramsey.  
· [bookmark: _Hlk25744736]Watch the Bible Memory Buddy video.

Show Ramsey Bible Memory Buddy video (Week 1).

Wow! I hope Ramsey learns how to welcome new friends better. The Bible helps us see how God welcomes everyone who believes in Jesus. 

Show the Bible. The Bible is God’s true story of love! Even though God inspired people to write the Bible a long time ago, it still matters for us today.

Our Bible Memory Verse is John 20:31. Let’s say the verse together. I’ll say a line, and then you repeat it after me. 

“But these are written (hold hands like an open book)
so that you may continue to believe (place hands over heart) 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, (point middle finger into each palm for “Jesus”)
and that by believing in him (place hands over heart) 
you will have life by the power of his name.” (sweep arms overhead and back down)
(John 20:31)

TIP
As you teach sign language for “Jesus,” tell kids that the sign reminds us of the nails put in Jesus’ hands when he died on the cross to show God’s great love for all people—including you and me!

[POINT] Jesus is good news. (Celebrate Jesus!) Let’s sing and tell the good news that Jesus Christ is born!

Play “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” music video.

Bible Discovery

Supplies
Bible
“Mary and Joseph Travel to Bethlehem” Bible Story poster
paper
pens

TIP
We call helpers Crew Guides. If you lead a small class, you can be the Crew Guide. Simply circle up with the kids. If you have helpers, form smaller groups so each child can be known—and so kids can befriend your helpers, too!

Circle Up & Connect

Let’s circle up and spend a little time simply getting to know each other in smaller groups called Connect Crews. 
· Arrange kids into Connect Crews with one helper—or Crew Guide—per group.
· Invite kids to sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Connect Crews. 
· Have kids give their Crew Guides a big wave.
· Have kids take turns saying their names and answering this question. Crew Guides go first. 
· [?] Tell about a long trip you went on. Why did you go there?

TIP
Taking the time to notice and get to know kids is important because friendship is a channel through which we can simply share Jesus’ love.

Experience the Bible Story 

In our Bible story today, a couple named Mary and Joseph had to go on a long trip to be part of a census. A census is when the government counts how many people are from different places. Let’s see who wanted this census.   

Read aloud Luke 2:1.

The Roman emperor was in charge of God’s people at the time. Let’s imagine that I’m a Roman census taker. I work for the emperor, Augustus. He’s a big deal. His empire is huge! Everyone knows the name Augustus. And I work for him. 

Let’s imagine you all are God’s people living in the Roman empire. The Romans took over a while ago. You wish you could have your own kingdom again, and you hope someday God will send someone who’ll lead you out of Roman rule. But for now, you live normal, quiet lives and try not to make too much trouble. 

Your normal days may go like this. Have everyone quietly and lethargically wake up, pretend to eat breakfast, go to work, eat dinner, then go to bed. 

But one day, the decree comes to your town. Clear your throat dramatically. 

Hear ye, hear ye! I hereby interrupt your normal, boring lives to tell you that you need to get moving. Get ready to be counted in the census. No ifs, ands, or buts—just go!

Well, you heard me, travelers! Listen carefully to my instructions and do what I say. 

If you were born somewhere outside of our state, hop to that corner. Point to a corner, then wait. 

For our census, I need to count how many people here were born somewhere else. Will you help me count? Lead everyone in counting how many people are in the corner.

Okay, head back to your Crew to get ready for another census!

Repeat having people travel to a corner and counting for each of the following:
· Skip to the corner if you like pepperoni on your pizza.
· Run to the corner if you have at least one brother.
· Hop on one foot to the corner if you have at least one sister.
· Side-step quickly to the corner if at least four people live in your house.

What a great census! We found out a lot about each other.

But the point of the real Roman census isn’t just to learn about friends. The point is to collect money! That’s right, we’re taking this census so we can collect more tax money! 

So for every time you went to the corner, you owe me a dollar! Pay up! Pause for reaction.

Whoa now, don’t get mad at me. I’m just a census taker. Emperor Augustus is the big shot who’s getting all the money! I’m just doing my job. But I guess I’ll let you owe me for now. Have everyone let out a sigh of relief. 

Clear your throat again. Hear ye, hear ye, here’s one final command. Everyone in the Roman empire has to go to the town where they were born. For you all, that’s Bethlehem. You’d better get up and get going again! 

Have everyone get up and travel around the room two or three times. Place paper and pens on a table, and have everyone write their names on the paper before they sit with Crews again.  

Gather the papers and quickly count the names. Okay. Welcome to Bethlehem. Emperor Augustus has me stationed here to do the census. I’ve counted a lot of people. Some looked tired from a long journey. Are any of you tired, too? Pause for responses.

I saw one couple who had traveled about 90 miles! They couldn’t hop on a plane or travel by car. Nope! They had to travel on foot or maybe on a donkey.

They weren’t special or anything. I only remember them because the woman, named Mary, was pregnant. Really pregnant. I did my job and double checked their names—Mary and Joseph. I couldn’t help but feel a little bad for them having to travel so far while she was pregnant.

It was definitely obvious they didn’t have much money. They weren’t wearing clothes that showed they had important jobs. 

In fact, when I wrote down Joseph’s occupation for my census, he said he was a carpenter. That’s not hard. I’m sure you all can hammer a nail, right? Have everyone pretend to hammer a nail. 

See? Not very special. I wouldn’t really say that being a carpenter is an important job.

And Mary seemed normal, too. And yet they’re the talk of the town today. The news around town is that their baby was born last night. Those poor people couldn’t even find a decent place to stay. I heard the baby was born where the barn animals live. Gross. Can you imagine? 

Have everyone make cow, sheep, and donkey noises. 
Animals aren’t just noisy; they’re smelly, too. Have everyone hold their noses. 

It wasn’t classy or cool or even clean! But let me read to you what I heard about the birth.

Read aloud Luke 2:6-7.

Sometimes animals are kept in a room in a house or in a cave. Maybe it looked something like this. Show the Bible Story poster.

You see what I mean? Nothing special. Not a baby prince born in a palace. Just a nobody couple having a nobody baby they named Jesus.

Only…if they’re nobodies, why are people talking about this baby? I think I heard some shepherds saying that this [POINT] Jesus is good news! (Celebrate Jesus!) 

I don’t know. But what I do know is, they better come back so I can add their baby to my census count. Then we can collect more tax money! 

Have everyone applaud as you take a bow and announce that you’re back to being yourself.

The Heart of the Matter

You know, God is the greatest, most amazing, most powerful one ever! So God’s only Son, Jesus, could have been born into a royal family, or he could have just appeared as a grown-up king and built his own palace and kingdom. That would have been news for sure! 

But the way Jesus came is important. Humbly. Quietly. And in just the way and the place God planned. God didn’t come to the world to show his love only to famous or important people. God came to show how much he loves all people—including you and me. That’s good news. In fact, [POINT] Jesus is good news! (Celebrate Jesus!) Especially for people who feel unseen, unheard, and unloved. 

Have you ever felt like that? Let’s explore what that’s like. 
· The person wearing the most blue in each Crew steps aside.
· The rest of the Crew stands shoulder to shoulder in a tight circle.
· The person wearing the most blue tries to break through and get inside the circle.
· Everyone else tries to keep that person out.
· After a minute or so, switch so someone else is the one trying to get into the circle.

Let’s talk about this in Connect Crews.
· [?] How did you feel as you tried to get in the circle?
· Allow time for discussion, then ask the next question.
· [?] Tell about a time you didn’t feel very important. Invite Crew Guides to share first.
· Give Connect Crews several minutes to discuss.

Now for those of you who were in the circle, I have a question for you. 

[?] How did you feel keeping someone out? Invite responses from the whole group. 

In our world, there are some people who seem really important. They’re the “in” crowd. Whether it’s celebrities and athletes or the popular kids at school, there are some people who just seem to matter more. And sometimes that can make you feel like a nobody! 

But guess what! No matter who you are, everyone who believes in Jesus is “in” with God. Jesus made a way for all people to be forever friends with God. So even when you feel like a nobody, [POINT] Jesus is good news! (Celebrate Jesus!) The good news from Jesus is that you belong. 

Let’s include everyone in a closing prayer! Have everyone gather in one big huddle for this closing prayer. 

Dear God, when it comes to your love for people, no one is left out. Thank you. Jesus, you’ve made a way for us to be close to God forever, so we never have to be alone and without hope. Thank you. In your name, amen. 

TIP
[bookmark: _Hlk66693926]Now’s a great time for Apply-It Options. Choose one—or both—of the following reinforcement activities to support today’s Bible discoveries before the Friendship Finale. 

Apply-It Options

Choose one—or both—of these activities to support kids’ learning after the Bible Discovery.   

Explore More  

Supplies: Bibles, Christmas tree ornaments, Christmas garland

It’s Christmas! So let’s decorate Christmas trees! Hmm. We don’t have trees. So let’s decorate a person instead! 

· The youngest person in each Crew is the Christmas Tree.
· Everyone else will decorate their “tree” with garland and ornaments.

There are so many pretty decorations at Christmas. They remind me of Jesus’ light and the beauty of heaven! Let’s read something about Jesus.

Distribute Bibles, and help kids find and read Philippians 2:5-7 together. 

[?] What did Jesus give up to become a baby on earth?

Since Jesus gave up his divine privileges and the awesomeness of heaven, let’s undecorate our “trees.” Take away all the garland and ornaments so your tree looks like an ordinary person again.

[POINT] Jesus is good news! (Celebrate Jesus!) Jesus gave up being in heaven to come here and make a way for everyone to belong in God’s family. 

Game

Supplies: gift bow

Let’s play a game to see if you can figure out who has the bow!

· Connect Crews sit in a circle, with one person in the middle.
· Everyone passes a bow behind their backs.
· Even when people don’t have the bow, they’ll pretend to be passing it.
· The person in the middle will try to guess who has the bow.
· Play several rounds, switching who is in the middle.

[?] What clues did you use to figure out who had the gift bow?
[?] What clues make you think someone is important?

Sometimes we feel like nobodies. Like we’re not very important. But even then, [POINT] Jesus is good news! (Celebrate Jesus!) To Jesus, we’re all important!

Friendship Finale 

Supplies
Ramsey Bible Memory Buddy stickers (1 per child) 
Take-It-Home Flyers (Week 1) (1 per child)

Have kids sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Connect Crews.

Ramsey, our Bible Memory Buddy, can help us remember that [POINT] Jesus is good news! (Celebrate Jesus!) You’ll each receive a Ramsey sticker to help you remember to celebrate the good news of Jesus throughout your week. You can wear it now or take it home with you. 

· Demonstrate how to cup your hands and pretend to cradle a tiny baby.
· Kids will also cup their hands and cradle a tiny baby.
· Crew Guides put the stickers in kids’ hands and say, “[Child’s name], [POINT] Jesus is good news for you!”
· Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has received a sticker.

TIP
Saying each child’s name in a loving way helps kids simply experience the love of Jesus through you!

Do you ever feel like a nobody? Or just really ordinary? Good news! Jesus came to live an ordinary life, and even though he is king of the universe, he knows just what it’s like to be an ordinary human.

Since Jesus came as a baby who couldn’t even sit up, lie down quietly. Pause while kids curl up and get cozy. Now close your eyes and listen while I read something about our friend Jesus.

· Read the first section of the Week 1 Take-It-Home Flyer.
· Now I’ll give you one of these flyers to help you talk about the good news of Jesus in your Connect Crews and at home, too. Think of this as a practice time for talking about Jesus with your family at home.  
· Distribute Take-It-Home Flyers to Crew Guides, and have them share about their own friendship with Jesus as they discuss the “Talk Starter” question with their Crews.  
· Kids share prayer requests—things they’d like to tell Jesus—in their Connect Crews. 
· Connect Crews pray together.
· Crew Guides distribute Take-It-Home Flyers and follow the directions to help kids fold the paper to “fly” home.

###
