Simply Loved Elementary, Holiday Year 1, Christmas Week 2

We Celebrate Jesus
Christmas Week 2: Magi Search for the Messiah (Matthew 2:1-12)

Bible Point: We celebrate Jesus…because he’s the King of kings.
[bookmark: _Hlk27728810]“For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son.” (John 3:16)

Purpose 
If you were to poll the kids in your class about their perception of kings, what would they say? Perhaps they’d mention biblical kings like David or Solomon. Maybe they’d talk about kings in movies or ones they’d heard about in history class. 

Monarchs aren’t exactly a part of kids’ everyday lives—especially kids who’ve grown up in a democracy. So what does it really mean that Jesus is the King of kings? Why does it matter? 

Kids may not serve a king, but they are used to having people in charge. They’ve heard “Because I said so.” Some kids may even long for someone to look up to and who will take care of them. Through this lesson, you’ll point kids to Jesus. He’s in charge of everything, yet he chose to come to earth as a baby and make a way to be our friend. Now that’s a king worth serving! 

Prayer 
God, thank you for sharing your Son, Jesus, with us. Please help me lead kids to celebrate Jesus every day. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Prep

Opening Options

· Option Cards*
· Balloon Unwrap: balloons, streamers, tape
· Fit for a King: chenille wires, pony beads, scissors 
· 
Sing & Play

· countdown video*
· Music Video DVD*
· Buddy Video DVD*
· Olivia Bible Memory Buddy poster*
· media player
· Bible (bookmark John 3:16)

Bible Discovery & Friendship Finale

· “Magi Search for the Messiah” Bible Story poster
· Olivia Bible Memory Buddy stickers* (1 per child)
· Bible (bookmark Matthew 2:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 9-11, 12)
· Take-It-Home Flyers* (Christmas, Week 2) (1 per child)
· smartphones or flashlights (1 per Crew)
· wrapped gift with treats inside for everyone

Apply-It Options

· Explore More: Bibles, paper, markers 
· Game: balloons

*  in your Simply Loved Kit

Opening Options

[bookmark: _Hlk21958884]Set up one—or both—of these intro activities to start your time together. Each activity connects kids to the Bible Point and to each other. Cut apart these Option Cards, and place one by each of the activities you choose. Crew Guides will follow the directions and build friendships with kids as they make discoveries together!

Balloon Unwrap

Supplies: balloons, streamers, tape

Completely wrap an inflated balloon with several layers of streamers, taping streamers to the balloon as necessary. Then everyone wraps tape around the fingers on both hands as if wearing mittens! 

Next, play an unwrapping game. Each person has 10 seconds to unwrap as much of the balloon as possible before giving it to the next person to try. The person who removes the last streamer from the balloon wins.
  
[?] Tell about a gift you couldn’t wait to unwrap.

It’s fun to give gifts at Christmas. In our Bible story, we’ll discover the gifts that special visitors brought as a way to [POINT] celebrate Jesus.

Fit for a King

Supplies: chenille wires, pony beads, scissors 

Create a chenille wire wristband to give to a friend or family member. 

[?] Tell us about the person you’ll give your wristband to. 
[?] Tell about a special gift someone has given you.

God gave all people an amazing gift—Jesus! Christmas is all about [POINT] celebrating Jesus and sharing his love with others. 

[bookmark: _Hlk34308411]Now’s a great time for Opening Options. Choose one—or both—to introduce today’s Bible discoveries. 
[bookmark: _Hlk23149419]
Play countdown video. 

TIP:
Help kids transition, clean up the activities, and sit with Connect Crews. A Connect Crew 

[bookmark: _Hlk22656712]Sing & Play
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Supplies
Bible
media player
Music Video DVD
· “What Child Is This?” music video
“Joy to the World!” music video
Buddy Video DVD
· Olivia Bible Memory Buddy video (Week 2)
Olivia Bible Memory Buddy poster

Hello, friends. It’s Christmastime! Hmm. What’s so special about this baby we’re celebrating? Let’s sing a song and find out! 

“What Child Is This?” music video 

Bible Point

Jesus is Christ the king. Shepherds and angels celebrated, and we can, too. If you’re ready to hear our Bible Point today, pat your lap like a drumroll. Pause for a reaction. Okay! Our Bible Point today is [POINT] we celebrate Jesus! So every time you hear someone say, [POINT] “We celebrate Jesus,” I want you to respond in a certain way. Do what I do!
 
· Make fists, then pop hands open like fireworks and say, “Hooray, Jesus!”
· Repeat several times. 

TIP:
Repetition cements learning, so be sure to say today’s Bible Point A LOT. Have fun with 

[POINT] We celebrate Jesus. (Hooray, Jesus!) Jesus came to show God’s love to all people: rich or poor, young or old. Jesus is a gift for everyone! 

Bible Memory Buddy & Verse

Let’s check in with our Bible Memory Buddy. It’s Olivia the barn owl! Show the Bible Memory Buddy poster. Owls are very interesting and unique creatures. Let’s see what you know—or don’t know—about these beautiful birds with a This-or-That Challenge! You’ll hear two fun facts about barn owls. It’s up to you to decide which is true—this fact or that!
· [?] Does a barn owl screech (imitate a screech) or hoot (imitate a hoot)? 
· Have everyone screeeech to vote for this (screech) or hooooot to vote for that (hoot). 
· Make a drumroll sound by patting your thighs or the floor.
· Dramatically give the answer: Barn owls screech—they don’t hoot.  
· If you’re ready to watch our Bible Memory Buddy video, bob your head like an owl! 
· Watch today’s Bible Memory Buddy video about Olivia.

Show Olivia Bible Memory Buddy video (Week 2). 

Show the Bible. The Bible is God’s true story of love, written for us! The Bible has two main sections: the Old Testament, which promises Jesus, and the New Testament, which tells about after Jesus came. Our Bible Memory Verse is John 3:16. Let’s say the verse together. I’ll say a line, and then you repeat after me.

[bookmark: _Hlk34811998][bookmark: _Hlk26446556]“For this is how God loved the world: (make a heart shape with hands)
He gave his one and only Son.” (extend arm and hold up pointer finger)
(John 3:16) 
 
Our bobbing and screeching friend Olivia the barn owl is a great reminder that [POINT] we celebrate Jesus. (Hooray, Jesus!) Jesus is king over everything, and yet he wants to be our friend. Let’s sing another song to celebrate we’re friends with a King!   

“Joy to the World!” music video 

Bible Discovery 

Supplies
Bible
“Magi Search for the Messiah” Bible Story poster
smartphones or flashlights (1 per Crew)
wrapped gift with treats inside for everyone 

TIP:
We call helpers Crew Guides. If you lead a small class, you can be the Crew Guide. Simply circle up with the kids. If you have helpers, form smaller groups so each child can be known—and so kids can befriend your helpers, too!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Circle Up & Connect

Let’s circle up and spend a little time simply getting to know each other in smaller groups called Connect Crews. 
· Arrange kids into Connect Crews, with one helper—or Crew Guide—per group.
· Invite kids to sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Connect Crews. 
· Have kids give their Crew Guides an elbow bump. 
· Ask kids to take turns saying their names and answering this question. Crew Guides go first. 
· [?] If you could travel somewhere far away, where would you go? Why?

Experience the Bible Story

Beforehand, wrap a box in decorative paper.

Look what I have! Hold up the wrapped gift for kids to see. Give it a little shake and invite everyone to guess what’s inside. Guess what? This present is for all of you! Pause for delighted responses. But we must wait to open it. Place the gift out of the way but where kids can still see it. 

Now it’s time to journey into a story from the Bible. But I’ll need your help, okay?

Today we’ll discover when Jesus—God’s Son—was born on earth. Just imagine—the King of the universe, born in a very humble place. Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah had a vision. He told people that the Messiah, or Rescuer, would be born in the small town of Bethlehem. People waited for hundreds of years. Let’s talk in our Crews again. 
· [?] Tell about a time you had to wait for something. Encourage Crew Guides to go first. 
· Have Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared. 

Imagine waiting for so many years that your grandparents and their grandparents and even their grandparents had also been waiting. That’s a loooong time. But then (pause dramatically) something happened.

Read aloud Matthew 2:1-2.

These wise men had traveled from far, far away. They remembered what Isaiah had said hundreds of years ago and finally saw a sign that Jesus would be born. 
· Ensure each Crew has a flashlight. 
· Turn off the lights, and have Crew Guides shine smartphone lights or flashlights on the ceiling.  

The sign was a star. Look up! The wise men followed the star, knowing it would eventually lead them to baby Jesus, the new king of the Jews. Let’s follow the star.
· Have Crews link hands or arms and follow the path of the star as their Crew Guide shines it on the ceiling. 
· Randomly have Crews stop to rest, pretend to eat, toss an imaginary football, or do other things kids might do at a rest stop when on a long journey. 
· Have Crew Guides use the lights to guide their Crews back to their seats. 

Whew! What a journey! The wise men traveled far to find Jesus, and without a car or an airplane. But it was worth it—they wanted to celebrate the newborn king. [POINT] We celebrate Jesus. (Hooray, Jesus!) These wise men were pretty important and respected people. 
 
But there was one king who wasn’t very happy about Jesus’ birth: King Herod. He was a mean king, a jealous king, and he didn’t like the idea of his people getting all excited about another king. Show me your meanest, most jealous faces. Pause to make a face along with the kids. Let’s read what King Herod did. 

Read aloud Matthew 2:3-4.

Herod really wanted to find Jesus. So he called together a group of smart people to help him figure out where Jesus was. These smart people told King Herod what Isaiah had said a long, long time ago.

Read aloud Matthew 2:5-6.

Let’s say this part together. And, just for fun, use your best old-man-Isaiah voices. Have children repeat with you. “In Bethlehem in Judea, for this is what the prophet wrote.” Nice! 

But that’s a little like saying “in that town over there.” Point far away. Invite kids to point in different directions and say, “Over there!” The instructions weren’t very specific.

King Herod wasn’t happy. Make your grumpy Herod faces again. Pause. He wanted to know exactly where he could find the baby, so he told the wise men to meet with him. He wanted to get information from them about Jesus. Let’s practice trying to get information from your Crew Guides. 

Crew Guides, think of your favorite food, but don’t reveal it. Crews, go around the circle asking one question at a time of your Crew Guide to see if together you can figure out the favorite food. Allow a couple of minutes. Have Crews raise their hands if they’re successful.

[?] What was it like to try to find out your Crew Guide’s favorite food? Invite answers from the whole group. 

TIP:
Invite several responses from the whole group. Repeat back what you hear kids say to make sure you understand and everyone else can hear, too. 

Finding out information isn’t always easy. But Herod was a powerful king, and the wise men knew they had to take him seriously. So the wise men talked with Herod. 

King Herod told them to search carefully for the baby King. He told them that when they found the baby, they should come back and tell him where he was. He said he wanted to worship the baby, too. Who believes Herod really wants to worship the new King? When I count to three, show a thumbs-up for yes or a thumbs-down for no. One, two, three! Pause. After talking to Herod, the wise men were on their way again. Let’s follow a star again.  
· This time, shine one light on the ceiling, and lead everyone to another part of your room. 
· Have every sit together in the new area. 
· Let’s read what the wise men found in Bethlehem. 

Read aloud Matthew 2:9-11.

The wise men were filled with joy. Just think; people had been waiting for hundreds of years for the Rescuer to be born. And here he was! So they gave him gifts—gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

· Show the Bible Story poster. 
· Point out baby Jesus, the wise men, and the gifts. 
· [?] Important people like the wise men were so excited to find Jesus. What does that tell you about Jesus? Invite responses from the whole group. 

Let’s talk in our Connect Crews again. 
· Have Crews sit in knee-to-knee circles. 
· [?] When have you been filled with joy like the wise men? 
· Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared. 

There’s reason for joy! Jesus, the King of the universe, came to earth to be our friend. He’s more powerful than Herod or any other king or leader in our world. And he loves you. Wow! 

When they left, the wise men had an important choice to make. Would they go back and tell King Herod where Jesus was? Or would they quietly return to their homeland and avoid Herod altogether?

Let’s find out what they chose.

Read aloud Matthew 2:12.

The wise men wisely chose to leave without stopping at Herod’s palace. God had warned them in a dream not to return to Herod. 

Just like the wise men who traveled from far away bringing gifts, [POINT] we celebrate Jesus. (Hooray, Jesus!) Jesus is the King of all kings—far greater than Herod or any other leader who’s ever lived. 

Today we give gifts to one another at Christmas as [POINT] we celebrate Jesus. (Hooray, Jesus!) 


The Heart of the Matter

In our Bible story, the wise men traveled a long distance to bring special gifts to baby Jesus. People were very excited about Jesus’ birth. 

[?] How do you decide what gifts to give people you love? Invite responses from the whole group. 

We might think about what the person likes or needs. God knew exactly what we needed when he gave us the amazing gift of Jesus. [POINT] We celebrate Jesus! (Hooray, Jesus!)

And I think I know what you all will like. So, drumroll please! Have everyone make a drumroll sound by patting their thighs or the floor. As they do, hold the wrapped present again. 

Let’s unwrap this gift! Ask a willing child whose birthday is closest to today to unwrap the gift and show everyone what’s inside. Then distribute the treats, and enjoy them together! 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk23152671]TIP:
Now’s a great time for Apply-It Options. Choose one—or both—of the following 

Apply-It Options

Choose one—or both—of these activities to support kids’ learning after Bible Discovery.   
[bookmark: _Hlk36634739]
Explore More  

Supplies: Bibles, paper, markers 

When Jesus was born, the wise men traveled from far away to see him and deliver gifts. They knew Jesus’ birth was something special. Let’s read again about their time with Jesus.  

Distribute Bibles, and help kids find and read Matthew 2:9-11 together. 

Give everyone a piece of paper and markers, and have each person draw a line down the center of the paper to create two sides.

The wise men brought gifts to Jesus. We can, too! 

[?] What are three things you’re good at? List them on one side of the paper.  

Those things are gifts God has given you. You can use these gifts to serve the King of kings—Jesus—and show him that you love him, too. 

[?] How can you give those gifts, or things you’re good at, to Jesus this week? Write or draw your ideas beside each gift. 
· Give time to think and create, then encourage everyone to share their list with a partner. 

We may not have gold or myrrh to give, but we can give Jesus gifts from our hearts. It’s a great way that [POINT] we can celebrate Jesus. (Hooray, Jesus!) 
Game

Supplies: balloons

· Have kids stand in a circle. 
· Explain that one person will hold the balloon and pretend it’s a gift. That person can tell one thing that brings them joy, then pass the balloon in a creative way (like bouncing, bopping, or blowing it) to the next person in the circle. 
· Once everyone has shared, say the Bible Point together. Then play again as time allows. 

Passing the balloon in a creative way was fun and made us laugh. Jesus brings us joy that’s greater than any other gift we’ll ever experience! That’s why [POINT] we celebrate Jesus. (Hooray, Jesus!) 

Friendship Finale 

Invite kids to sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Connect Crews. 

Jesus’ birth is the greatest celebration on earth! [POINT] We celebrate Jesus! (Hooray, Jesus!) Jesus shows us how much God loves us. His death on the cross took care of our sin problem. And since he came back to life, we can have new, forever life with him—both now and in heaven someday. Now that’s something to celebrate! 
· Have Crews make their firework “Hooray, Jesus!” hands around their circles, then end with one big “Hooray, Jesus!” 

[POINT] We celebrate Jesus (Hooray, Jesus!) He is the King of kings! And Olivia the barn owl can remind us of why we celebrate Jesus. See? Her face looks like a heart. You’ll each receive an Olivia sticker to help you remember to celebrate Jesus’ love throughout your week. You can wear it now or maybe give it to someone you love! Crew Guides will give each person a sticker like this.
· Demonstrate the following actions with a Connect Crew. 
· Each Crew sits in a circle. Kids take turns stepping into the center of the circle to receive a sticker. Crew Guides will cup the sticker in their closed hands and then open their hands to reveal the sticker like a surprise.
· As they give each child a Bible Memory Buddy sticker in the same way, Crew Guides say, “[Child’s name], [POINT] celebrate Jesus!” 

TIP:
Saying each child’s name in a loving way helps kids simply experience Jesus’ love through you!

Close your eyes and think about a gift you were hoping to receive. One that you’ve already opened and love! Pause. Hold out your hands like you’re holding that gift. Now listen while I read something about our friend Jesus. As you listen, keep pretending to hold that gift. 

· Read the first section of the Christmas, Week 2 Take-It-Home Flyer.
· Now I’ll give you one of these flyers to help you talk about Jesus’ love in your Connect Crews and at home, too.  
· Distribute Take-It-Home Flyers to Crew Guides, and have them share about their own friendship with Jesus as they discuss the “Talk Starter” question.
· Kids share prayer requests and pray together in Connect Crews.
· Crew Guides distribute Take-It-Home Flyers and follow the directions to help kids fold the paper to “fly” home.
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