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REGAINING OUR FIRST LOVE
BY DOUG BROWN, SENIOR PASTOR

Do you remember your first love?  That maddening crush when all your glands were on high alert and 
you felt intoxicated by the other person?  While it is rare that people marry those first loves, there was 
something exhilarating about the experience which causes us to idealize and romanticize that first 
love years later. The experience is imprinted on our hearts. 
 
“The worth and excellency of a soul is to be measured by the object of its love,” so wrote Henry 
Scougal over three hundred years ago (The Life of God in the Soul of Man). What is the object of 
your love?  That object will be the measure of the worth and excellency of your soul.  In Matthew 6.21 
Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” That which we passionately want 
and treasure measures our soul.  Oftentimes, however our first love for Christ gets squeezed out of 
calendars, priorities, and eventually our hearts. 
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We are a busy people.  Our Southern California lifestyles perpetuates hectic schedules with little margin.  
Our church life mimics this pattern.  Perhaps we measure our spiritually or achievements by our busy 
calendars. We are very active, but are we fruitful?
 
Steven Covey has written about keeping the main thing the main thing.  What is our main thing, our first love?  
Our mission statement captures GVBC's main thing with the following phrase that can be divided into two parts:
 

 
You have persevered and 

have endured hardships for 
my name, and have not 
grown weary.  Yet I hold 

this against you: You have 
forsaken the love you had 
at first. Consider how far 

you have fallen! 
Repent and do the things 

you did at first. 
 

Revelation 2.3-5
 
 

GVBC Nihongo ministry had a Keiro luncheon on 
September 16.  "Keiro" means "respect elders" and we 
celebrated the long life of our members who are 80 
years old and over.  Over one hundred people joined 
this lunch to bless our elder members.

Gardena Valley Baptist Church (GVBC) is a busy church.  We have more activities and 
events than larger churches around us.  Have we equated deeds with faithfulness?  Have 
we substituted obedience with deeds?  In John 21 Jesus doesn’t asked Peter, who had 
recently betrayed him three times, what he would do next, but if Peter loved the Lord.  
Jesus wanted to know if Peter had regained his first love?  Once we’ve regained our first 
love then we demonstrate it by sharing it with others. That is our main thing.  Regain your 
first love and share it by reaching one other person. Just reach one!
 
          For Christ and His kingdom,
          Pastor Doug
 
But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press 
on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus. Philippians 3.13-14
 
 
 
 

KEIRO LUNCHEON
BY EIJI OSATO, ASSOCIATE PASTOR NIHONGO

NIHONGO HIGHLIGHT

                                                      “Helping people discover Jesus” - evangelism
 
                                              “And become His fully devoted followers” – discipleship
 
When layers of events or activities are progressively added over the course of years causing a ministry or 
church to gradually lose their focus they experience “mission drift”.  Churches lose their identity because 
who they proclaim they are and what they do are two different things.



KEEP GARDENA BEAUTIFUL 2018

On Saturday, September 15, GVBC sent out over 70 volunteers 
to Keep Gardena Beautiful. This is an annual city wide event run 
in coordination with Gardena Public Works. Alongside other city 
groups, we cleaned parks, picked up trash along railroad tracks, 
examined problematic areas around our city, and, afterwards, 
we celebrated together with the Gardena City Council at Mas 
Fukai Park for lunch. Overall, we are a church that is committed 
to our city, and willing to go beyond our walls to show the great 
love of Jesus Christ.

BY JAMES CHANG, NEIGHBORHOOD PASTOR

MINISTRY



" Life with God is not immunity 
from difficulties, but peace in 

difficulties."
 

C.S. Lewis

PROFILE OF LAURA ISHIKAWA BY KATHY AISO

TRUSTING IN GOD

Through the storm tossed seas of life, Laura Ishikawa's faith grew. As a young newlywed of two years, Laura faced 
the harsh reality that her husband, Bob had a brain tumor. In time, the latest diagnosis reported the worst-- that the 
tumor was cancerous. During the following six years, Bob had numerous medical appointments, hospitalizations, 
chemotherapy, radiation, and two surgeries before going home to the LORD. Laura was alongside him each step of 
the way, eventually taking a leave of absence from work to care for Bob, along with his mother Dixie. From the 
beginning, Laura was one of many people praying for Bob's recovery. 
 
A Miracle Baby
God provided a miracle during Bob's illness. Laura and Bob had been told that most likely they would not be able to 
have children due to Bob’s radiation. Before his second surgery, the Ishikawas' little miracle--son, Marcus was born 
in April 1990! Marcus spent his first Christmas with Laura and Bob in Bob's hospital room. GVBCers'  Wayne and 
Marcia Tofukuji brought a Christmas tree, which brightened Bob's room. While in a coma his last few months, Bob 
peacefully passed away in June 1993. Laura began questioning God, wondering why He had allowed Bob to 
successfully endure 2 surgeries and a 6 month brain infection in the hospital just to have him still die anyway!.  "Why 
pray, when God is sovereign and will do what He wants?" she reasoned. For several weeks, Laura was mad at God, 
feeling hurt and disillusioned. Her faith dwindled, however, Laura kept praying and telling God how she felt. 

Koinonias minister to her
In time, Laura joined the GVBC Koinonia widows group.  Laura's faith gradually was restored, being around the widows, who positively lived out their lives, even 
though their husbands had passed on. "The widows ministered to me as their lives were a testimony of trusting in God," Laura shared.  One in particular, the late 
Jean Miyoshi, actively ministered to Laura as she heard about the senseless tragedy, which caused her husband's death. While at work, Jean's husband Joe, was 
shot and killed. Jean missed her husband, but continued to live out her faith joyously. Jean displayed no bitterness, and her love for the Lord inspired Laura. 
 
Opportunities for Ministry
Now  a single mom and breadwinner, Laura faced big challenges,-- teaching school and then coming home to care for Marcus.  Laura could identify with single mothers 
raising children alone, working, managing the home, and providing financially for the family. God provided Laura with the opportunity to minister to single moms of her 
elementary school  students. Many of these women confided in Laura because they knew she understood, sympathized, and cared. Teaching in an impoverished area, 
there were many single mothers whom Laura counseled over the years. It also gave Laura the opportunity to witness to the homeless.  It was not uncommon for Laura 
to buy food and give a Christian tract to a homeless person in the neighborhood. This past June, Laura retired from Willow Elementary School in Lakewood, having 
taught there for 30 years.  Her first four years of teaching were at a private Christian school.
 
During Marcus's teenage years, he was somewhat of a rebel, angry at God for taking his dad. Laura faithfully prayed for Marcus, even when he would go out with his 
friends. God answered, because Marcus was always safe and protected. Today, Marcus is settled and independently earning his own living. At Bob's recent 25th 
memorial service held at GVBC in June, Marcus spoke with gratefulness and thankfulness for being raised by a loving, caring, and strong Christian mom.
 
Her personal spiritual goals
Laura's personal goals for herself are to establish a good quiet time, desiring to spend more time in the WORD and prayer. She would also like her faith to grow so that 
in circumstances of uncertainty and challenge she can trust even more in God's providence. She desires to be a light and to share God’s love with others. Over the 
years, Laura has come to realize that God's love and sovereignty are equal.  Based on her experiences, Laura knows that God is a God of love, fairness, and justice. 
His character is reflected in His actions. Out of love, God allowed every circumstance in her life for her betterment and His glory. Knowing this truth today, Laura more 
readily accepts the difficult circumstances or people, which God brings into her life. One of Laura's favorite Bible verses Isaiah 41:10 reminds her that God promises that 
He will always be with her.  "Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, Surely, I will 
uphold you with My righteous right hand." Knowing that God holds her securely in His hand gives Laura a big boost of confidence to handle the challenges of life.
 
 
 
 



ANNA NOGUCHI
STUDENT

JOHN NOGUCHI

...Today I’ve decided to get baptized because I want to 
follow Jesus’ example and take another step forward in my 
walk with God. Going forward I want to continue to strengthen 
my relationship with God.
 
James 1:22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 
yourselves. Do what it says. 
 

STUDENT

...Valuing myself above everyone else has always been sinful to God 
and putting effort in providing simple things for people such as money, 
food, or even prayer are acts of selflessness that has made my life 
more consistent and healthy.  Idolizing certain things has always taken 
control of my life. But because I have chosen to put my faith and trust 
in Jesus Christ, I am slowly continuing to sacrifice these things to live a 
pure life that pleases God. 
 
Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will 
make your paths straight

BAPTISMS

 



KELSEY COTTRELL
STUDENT

...After attending summer camp, I knew God was telling me I 
had to make a change. Leaving my second family and joining 
a new [ballet] studio was the hardest decision I’ve made in my 
whole life, but I knew God was there in the middle of all of it, I 
just needed to trust him. 
 
Philippians 4:8 Whatever is true, whatever is noble, 
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is admirable, if anything is excellent or 
praiseworthy, think about such things

BAPTISMS

...I have learned the Way of the Cross, praying for my enemies, 
appreciating all of God's blessings, big and small, and 
witnessing His love and care for family and friends with health 
concerns and personal concerns.
 
Joshua 1:9 "Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for 
the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go."

PATRICIA KOBAYASHI



LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY

Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory 
FROM                                                 TO
George & Shig Hirano                         Michiko Hayase
Chizuko Kuida                                     Michiko Hayase
Kathleen Kuida & Mark Karling           Michiko Hayase
Richard & Alice Kimura                       Michiko Hayase
Bruce Uyemura                                   Michiko Hayase

FAMILY NEWS

   
 
 
 
 

FAMILY NEWS

Dear GVBC
Thank you for awarding me the Christian 
Services Scholarship. I will be using the 
scholarship to help fund the many expenses 
that come with furthering my education at 
college. Thank you for the opportunity to serve 
the children of our church. It has been such a 
blessing to be working with children's ministry 
the past few years. Thank you for everything.
Love,  Jonathan Cheng
 
GVBC Family, 
Thank you so much for the beautiful flower 
arrangement I recently received while in the 
hospital. I want to thank you for remembering 
me and to let you know how much it was 
appreciated. 
Love,  Rose Higashi
 
Dear GVBC,
Proud Mom & Dad, Aly & Caesar, wish to thank 
GVBC for the beautiful flowers to welcome our 
son, Kalewe Amancio Ribeiro.
Grateful for your love and prayers, 
Aly & Caesar Ribeiro

Dear GVBC,
We wanted to thank you for the beautiful 
flower arrangement from the church that was 
at the service of my mother, Michiko 
Hayase. My mother loved GVBC and the 
many friends she made there. Thank you, 
also, for Pastor Daniel’s presence and words 
of encouragement and comfort which we 
greatly appreciated.  Paul Hayase (For the 
family of Michiko Hayase)
 
Dear GVBC,
It’s been a couple weeks since Chase’s 
passing and we have been overwhelmed 
by the outpour of love and support we 
receive day after day. We miss Chase so 
much. But in the midst of all of our pain, we 
continue to see God’s unwavering love 
through it all.
Thank you for showing us what it means to 
be a family. Please think of him every time 
you watch a Laker game or root for the 
Dodgers. And be sure to ask a friend about 
their day…just like Chase would.  
Love,  The Sata Family 
 

Dear GVBC,
On behalf of the Gardena Human Services Food 
Pantry, we would like to thank you for your 
generous donations in July of $500 and donations 
in August for 14 bags of food items. Thank you 
for your ongoing support and assistance in 
helping our program and our community.. 
With gratitude,
Jaclyn Coppa, MSW
City of Gardena
 
Good Afternoon!
Thank you for the beautiful blue and yellow, flower 
arrangement with  a baby carriage and music box 
that said "baby boy" on it. My husband and I really 
appreciate the thought and love that you made us 
feel on the birth of our son Apostle. God bless all in 
the church for always helping people in need and 
other fellow Christians. Once again thank you and 
God Bless. 
Blessings,   Amini Aubrey
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NOVEMBER MINISTRY OUTLOOK

Nov 11        12:30 PM Annual Election Meeting
Nov 18        10am All Church Thanksgiving Service with special guest: Pastor Steve Langley
Nov 18         Samaritan's Purse Operation Christmas Child: Collection Sunday

1630 W. 158TH ST.

GARDENA, CA 90247

310-323-5683

gvbc@gvbc .net

 

 


