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REFRESHING OUR VISION
BY DOUG BROWN, SENIOR PASTOR

One year ago this month we launched our sermon series in the Gospel of Luke.  Having 
covered a considerable part of the latter chapters this past Easter, we are more than half 
way through this longest of the four gospels. Given how long we have been in this 
unique account of Jesus’ life and ministry, and the road yet to travel, it is helpful to 
remind ourselves why we are taking this journey together.  We need to refresh our vision 
for this sermon series.                                                 
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 Quite simply, we are following Jesus down this gospel road seeking to live life like Jesus 

did. Jesus’ favorite phrase and one which best captures the heart of his ministry is “the 
Kingdom of God.”  This phrase has no ethnic, linguistic, or cultural boundaries, but 
expresses the realm in which God reigns.                                                              (cont.)



Where is the Kingdom of God?
And where is this realm found? Interestingly, following the story of his Ascension in Acts 1, 
no one speaks of following Jesus into heaven. When the New Testament speaks of the 
God’s Kingdom, it never, ever, refers to heaven pure and simple.  It always refers to God’s 
Kingdom coming on earth as in heaven. God’s Kingdom is not in heaven, but heaven and 
earth are designed to overlap and interlock.  This occurs when the people of God live in 
response to the Spirit as an expression that the Kingdom in indeed coming on earth as in 
heaven. As I’ve stated elsewhere, being a follower of Jesus means we are a disciple 
 anywhere, anytime and with anyone.  Discipleship is not a program, a class, or something 
to memorize.  Rather, it is a state of being.  Being a disciple means embracing a Kingdom 
Culture.  A Kingdom Culture is an integrated pattern of knowing, believing and behaving 
that imitates the life of Jesus. Remember 1 John 4.17 says, “In this world we are like 
Jesus”. So then, the title of our Sunday series “Living the Kingdom” has been an effort to 
capture this dynamic quality of what it means to follow Jesus.

“ In this world we are like 
Jesus."

 
1 John 4.17 

The Nihongo Ministry One Day Retreat was held on 
Saturday, August 25 in the community hall.  Over 45 
members attended and spent a day together.  Our senior 
pastor, Doug Brown, challenged Nihongo members to live 
according to our church mission statement "Helping people 
discover Jesus and become His fully devoted followers".    

One Day at a Time 
 This month we are rebranding our series by using a slightly adjusted title - 
“Living the Kingdom Today!” (Thanks to Pastor Annette for the idea.) When 
Jesus says, “The kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 17.21), he is calling 
our attention to the immediate proximity of the kingdom.  And because he 
tells us in Matthew 6.34 to take one day at a time, we endeavor to focus 
our attention on the nearness of the Kingdom one single day at a time.  To 
help cultivate our daily discipleship experience beyond our Sunday 
Services, we will be distributing the sermon questions encouraging 
everyone to reflect on a different question Sunday through Thursday.  
Also, so as to engage the entire congregation and not only the Community 
Groups, these questions will be made available to everyone.   Our desire is 
to refresh our experience of Living the Kingdom Today, by recasting our 
vision, rebranding our series, reflecting on the passage throughout the 
week, and realigning the entire GVBC community in daily discipleship.
 
May we all be Living the Kingdom Today!
Pastor Doug

NIHONGO MINISTRY ONE DAY RETREAT
BY EIJI OSATO, ASSOCIATE PASTOR NIHONGO

HIGHLIGHT



YOUTH SUMMER CAMP

Summer Camp 2018 Theme was “Endless Worship” and focused on 1 
Chronicles 16:23-32 and Romans 12:1-2. 30 students, 6 staff, and 11 
cabin leaders attended this camp from July 29-August 3. We were 
challenged to face our weaknesses, step out in freedom, and learn what 
it looks like to worship God at all times and in all areas of our lives.
 
 

BY MICHELLE LAW, YOUTH DIRECTOR

MINISTRY



" Working for God on earth does 
not pay much, but His 

retirement plan is out of this 
world."

 
Anonymous

PROFILE OF SUSIE SHELLEY

The pure joy of writing captivates Susie Shelley's heart.  Beginning in January 2002 until Susie's 
retirement in August 2018, Susie enjoyed serving as GVBC SPIRIT newsletter editor.  She worked 
three days a week, using part of the time to work on the SPIRIT. She edited interesting and 
informative articles, put the SPIRIT together page-by-page, published it hardcopy and also put the 
SPIRIT on the GVBC website.  She did her ministry with TLC, excellence, and diligence. GVBC 
thanks Susie for doing a superb job as SPIRIT Editor for almost 17 years!
 
Writing for Susie is therapy
Writing helped Susie in her personal life as well. The catharsis of writing about her 17-year-old 
son's death resulted in Susie publishing three books.  The combination of writing and counsel from 
a minister, who was a Christian therapist/psychologist, helped Susie heal emotionally over time. 
"Parents are supposed to die before their children, so I was overcome with grief," Susie shared.

BY KATHY AISO

A WRITER WITH GOD'S HEART
 

She acknowledged through trials - such as what she experienced - brought her closer to the LORD. She has a daughter, Jana, who is married to Eddy as 
well as granddaughters, Rachael, age 26 and Kayla, age 23. They are a big blessing to her.
 
45mph Couch Potatoes
With a love for animals, Susie volunteers to foster retired racing greyhounds. These greyhounds have been retired from the Caliente Greyhound Racetrack 
located in Tijuana, Mexico (part of the U.S. greyhound racing circuit). These greyhounds have raced all over the U.S. Then, as their last stop before 
retirement, they race at Caliente until retirement day. Susie gets her fosters the day they come off the track and teaches them to be pets, living in a home 
with a family. Her fosters live with her for 4 to 8 weeks before they are adopted into loving homes. “We call them 45mph couch potatoes,” Susie explained, 
“because the misconception is, since they are racers, they need to keep running. However, they actually prefer to sleep on your couch.” For the past two 
years, Susie has fostered 14 greyhounds until loving homes can be found for them. She also has her own beloved rescue greyhound, Shooter (call name 
for his registered race name "Shoot the Moon").
 
A Love for Jesus Ignited
A native of Fresno, Susie and her fraternal twin sister, Nancy, were adopted at four months old. In 1951 Susie's parents, Frank & Doris Flower moved their 
family to Torrance. After an invitation from their neighbor Charlotte, Susie and Nancy along with their mother started attending Calvary Baptist Church 
(now Crossroads Church in Gardena) around 1952. Years later, Susie's father received the LORD at Calvary Baptist Church. At seven or eight years old, 
Susie, along with Nancy and a neighbor child accepted Christ as their Lord and Savior. They responded to an alter call given by Rev. Earl Kuester, during 
a Sunday morning worship service. Earlier, Susie and Nancy had been attending a weekly children's Bible study in Charlotte's home. Susie recalled a 
sweet loving woman named Mrs. Hill (whose family owns Hills Pet & Feed in Gardena) came each week to tell Bible stories to the neighborhood children, 
using a felt board with felt Bible characters. Mrs. Hill taught all the children to love Jesus. With a love for Jesus ignited from the Bible stories on the felt 
board, Susie was led to receive the LORD that Sunday morning. She grew up in the youth group with among others, our former senior pastor Steve 
Langley. She recalled back then Pastor Steve was a great friend as well as fun-loving and a real jokester.
 
God's Creation  
Susie has three favorite Bible passages which are beautifully written about all God's creatures. 
"How many are your works, LORD! In wisdom you made them all, the earth is full of your creatures." Psalm 104:24
"All creatures look to you to give them their food at the proper time." Psalm 104:27
"When you send your Spirit they are created, and you renew the face of the ground." Psalm 104:30
Through God's creature, the dog, Susie is reminded of God's unconditional love. Like God, dogs are loyal and love their masters unconditionally. They 
remind Susie that God's children are unconditionally loved by Him now and through eternity. What a blessed thought!



KEN AND DIANE KUDO
OC INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES

PHILIP AND CORENNE SMITH 

       For one special week in July,  the children of Hope Unlimited attend summer  
camp. They leave their normal routines to play games, create art, and fellowship 
together.  In every activity, they are guided to learn more about God's love for them. 
Each summer, a partnering church provides funds for camp and sends volunteers. 
Without funds and volunteers, camp could not be held.  With camp finished, please 
pray that the Bible lessons and love which the children received will resonate in their 
hearts and what they learned and experienced will not be forgotten. 
          After a very troubled home life and background, a Hope Unlimited youth, Lucas 
turned around.  As a result, Lucas  began to dream of a bright future. "When I first 
arrived at Hope, I was very angry and did not like to respect people.  But as the time 
went by, I learned to respect, to have boundaries, to cook and realize the importance of 
working," he  shared.  As Lucas transitions through graduation, he is thriving and 
working at a restaurant.  Lucas was named, "Employee of the Month three times!  
Lucas's manager said that his hardworking efforts make up for some of his limitations, 
which linger due to the earlier trauma he suffered. "Thank you for helping Lucas 
THRIVE! Your consistent monthly support helps us give children like Lucas a chance 
for a better future," write the Smiths. 
 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES

       50 years ago, Diane had a conversion through her own attempted suicide.  
"She was saved spiritually and physically--through a miraculous intervention by 
the Lord while on the floor dying."  Over the decades, Diane, who has a better  
understanding of suicidal individuals,  has been able to counsel and save suicidal 
people.  Recently as Diane was preparing for an engaged couples weekend 
ministry, she received an urgent call.  In a desperate tone of voice, a 17 year old  
cried out, "I will kill myself now."  Diane responded immediately and firmly  with, 
"No! You're not." She was able to talk to the teen and prevent the suicide from 
occurring. Hamilton and Erika have lead the Kudos' churches premarital 
preparational course for healthy Christian marriages for the last 10 years.  They 
were trained by Diane and recently held a premarital weekend retreat with eight 
participating couples.  Diane was asked to help them out, because of  a larger 
number of participating couples.  The intense discipleship-oriented course was 
held for four Sunday afternoons and one weekend.  Please pray that through this 
ministry, Hamilton and Erika can reach non-Christian couples.  Also, that the 
couples who attend will be spiritually well equipped to reach lost generations, 
who are seeking to have healthy families. 

MISSIONS

 



TOMMY MORSE
OMF INTERNATIONAL 

          "Thank you so much for your support and prayers--every time someone has 
reminded me that they're praying for me or just wanted to chat, it's been really 
encouraging and timely,"  write Tommy. 
 
          It has been four months, since Tommy arrived to do ministry in Japan.  He is 
actively involved in ministry at the school, NOAH, as a youth leader at church, and 
as a host for get togethers used for ministry at his apartment.  The students at 
NOAH range from 3rd grade through high school and currently there are 18 
students. At NOAH, Tommy leads a youth to young adult prayer meeting, plans and 
participates in outreach festivals at NOAH, and conducts a Bible Study.  On June 
17th, the school had outreach through a Father's Day Sports Festival.  Among the 
many booths, Tommy had an arm wrestling booth.  As a result of the festival, many 
of the kids expressed an interest to learn more about Jesus.  A few kids have even 
begun coming to the children's ministry.  Tommy praises GOD that two new girls 
expressed with joy that they now believe in Jesus!  This is the second festival 
Tommy has participated in and another one is planned this summer.  
 

MISSIONS

 
         Tommy utilizes his apartment for active ministry.  Three times a month, Tommy has food and Bible Study there with the youth ministry.  He 
also has Open House 2-3 Saturdays a month.  Tommy's youth leaders at GVBC, who held their own Open Houses, inspired him to start this 
ministry.  The apartment is open for anyone in the youth, college, or young adult ministries to come over, have dinner, enjoy board games, ask for 
help with English, or just hang out.  The goal is to allow students to build relationships and invite non-Christian friends, who aren't yet open to 
going to Bible Study or church. 
 
         Please pray for wisdom for Tommy and his co-workers on how to provide opportunities and encourage the youth to evangelize.  Also, pray 
for students who came back, after missing since April.  Pray that these students will link up friendships with the consistent students.  Pray for the 
planning and beginning of the gatherings at Tommy's apartment as it officially starts.  
 
 



LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY

Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory 
FROM                                        TO
June Inouye                               Sumi Kobata
Yuri Ogawa                                Mas Kushigemachi
Yuri Ogawa                                Pastoral Staff & Staff members
Richard & Keiko Imatomi           Hazel’s 100th 
 
 
 
 
 

FAMILY NEWS

Dear GVBC Family, 
         Thank you very much for the beautiful flowers that 
you sent to my mother, Michiko Hayase, when she was in 
the hospital. We also greatly appreciated Pastor Daniel 
Matsuda's visit to the hospital to visit with and pray with 
my Mom. She loved GVBC and the many friends she 
made through the church fellowship. We know that she is 
rejoicing in heaven with other GVBC'ers who have passed 
away. 
    Paul Hayase, on behalf of the family of Michiko 
Hayase
 
Dear GVBC Family, 
        Your loving goodness and faithful prayers for my 
son, Peter Sato, during his illness gave us so much 
strength and comfort. God’s presence was always near. 
We are eternally grateful for your prayers and other ways 
of support. Pete went to our God’s Eternal Place very 
peacefully on June 17, 2018. God bless you and with 
heartfelt thanks. Much love to all of you,
    Hazel Sato Endo and Family 
 
Dear GVBC Family,
          Thank you for the lovely floral arrangement for Mits’ 
Celebration of Life Service on 8/2/18. Your thoughtfulness 
and support of our family is much appreciated. Thanks to 
Pastor Annette Kakimoto who officiated the service and all 
the staff and friends who helped make it a true 
celebration. Praise God! Love,
     Marianne Fujita and Family

Dearest GVBC Family, Pastoral Staff and Friends,  
         I want to express my deepest thanks and 
appreciation to each of you for standing beside me in 
prayer and support!
Thank you so much for the beautiful floral arrangement 
from Flowers by Don. It is so pretty and reminds me of 
your love and encouragement. Each rose was tightly 
closed and fresh as were the baby orchids and 
anthuriums. It was one of the prettiest arrangements I’ve 
ever seen! The pink and orchid colors are my favorite 
and I watch this arrangement with deep gratitude. Thank 
you also for the many e-mail messages, phone calls and 
cards. They are welcomed with a smile and again, a 
reminder of your prayers for my healing. God has been 
so faithful and has been with me ever since I went 
through this stroke. The doctors were able to give me as 
injection to dissolve the blood clot with the 3 hour 
window. It’s been a miraculous answer to all of your 
faithful and amazing prayer support for me. His grace 
and mercy were with me and I am healing faster than 
anyone could believe. I still have left-sided weakness 
but I’m grateful I have only a few challenges to go 
through.   Thank you to Pastor James Chang and Brian 
Lo for your hospital visits and bringing laughter into my 
hospital room. Also, thank you to my small group for 
visiting with me:  Jessie Cararra, Beverly Mukogawa, 
Patti Hatashita, Nancy Langley, Bruce and Lillian 
Higashi. May God richly bless all of your and be 
reminded that your thoughtfulness and kindness will be 
rewarded throughout your life journeys. Much love,
      Yuri Ogawa      
 
 
 
 

FAMILY NEWS

Hi GVBC,
     Thank you so much for the Christian Service 
Scholarship! This was such a huge answer to 
prayer. I greatly appreciate the scholarship 
committee for considering me for this scholarship 
and providing additional financial assistance to go 
towards my tuition. Thank You,
     Brianna Pereira 
 
Dear GVBC family:
      WOW! This is the only word that immediately 
comes to mind when we think of our GVBC family.  
We are blown away by the love and support 
everyone has shown us over the last 3 weeks.  
Without all you we could not have pulled off 
Chase’s beautiful service in a week. We have 
already seen how the church family has witnessed 
to many of Chase’s non-believer friends.  There 
were especially impressed by the amazing dessert 
table.  ;) Thank you again for loving us so deeply. 
Love,
     Dennis, Dana, Rylie & Stanton Young, and Reed
 
Dear GVBC Family, 
       A belated but most sincere thank you for all 
your expressions of love and care following the 
death of my father.   
    Lisa Marshall and Family



 

MINISTRY OUTLOOK

Oct              Pastoral Appreciation Month
Oct 13         GVBC Men’s Conference: 8am - 5pm, Chosen Men of God, College & Up    
Oct 19-29     GVBC Pictorial Directory Photo Sessions. Signup at: bit.ly/GVBCappointment.
Oct 21         Movie Outreach: "I Could Only Imagine:" RSVP: hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com
Oct 26-28    Women’s Weekend: Save the Date!
Oct 31        Harvest Festival: Donate candies & kids clothes today! 

1630 W. 158TH ST.

GARDENA, CA 90247

310-323-5683

gvbc@gvbc .net

 

 


