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Abandoning our Plans to Follow 
Jesus      vv.51-55 

Abandoning our Lives to Follow  
Jesus     vv.56-62 



Abandoning our Plans to Follow Jesus 
vv.51-55 

 
Many are the plans in a person's heart, 

but it is the LORD's purpose that 
prevails. Proverbs 19.21 

 



Am I now trying to win the approval of 
human beings, or of God? Or am I 

trying to please people? If I were still 
trying to please people, I would not    

be a servant of Christ.  
Galatians 1.10 

 



 
Abandoning our Lives  to Follow Jesus 

vv.56-62 
 

For me to live is Christ, to die is gain.” 
Philippians 1.21 

 



First is a Volunteer 
He has knowledge and education, but 
lacks personal experience and thereby 

the challenges of discipleship. 



Until Jesus conquers us we remain in a 
position of defeat.  
The degree to which we are 
surrendered is the degree to which we 
are empowered because our greatness 
in the Kingdom is measured by our 
submission to Christ.  
 
 



Second is a Recruit 
There is something else that is “first”. 

 



“He has right to interrupt your life. He 
is Lord. When you accepted Him as 

Lord, you gave Him, the right to help 
Himself to your life anytime He wants.”   

Henry Blackaby, Experiencing God 



Third is a Volunteer 
There is something else that is “first”. 

 
 



If we don’t live by the praises of men 
we won’t die by their criticisms. 

Fear of man is a replacement or a 
counterfeit for the fear of the Lord.  



Following with Abandon 
Following His Plan  

v.60 proclaim the kingdom of God 
 

Following His Life 
v.62 fit for service in the kingdom of 

God  
 



“Lord, whatever you want, wherever 
you want it, and whenever you want it, 

that's what I want.” 
 Richard Baxter 



Father, I want to know you, but my coward 
heart fears to give up its toys. I cannot part 

with them without inward bleeding, and I do 
not try to hide from you the terror of the 
parting. I come trembling, but I do come.  



 
 

Please root from my heart all those things 
which I have cherished so long and which 

have become a very part of my living self, so 
that you may enter and dwell there without a 
rival. Then will my heart have no need of the 
sun to shine in it, for you yourself will be the 
light of it, and there shall be no night there. 

In Jesus Name, Amen. 

 


