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Mark 9 

24 Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed,  

 

“I do believe;  
help me overcome my unbelief!” 

 



Faith Doubt 



Faith 

Doubt 



Your greatest doubts can transform  
into your deepest faith. 



“Doubt is a good servant, but a poor master.” 

Leslie Newbigin 



John the Baptist 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight. 
5 Every valley shall be filled, 
    and every mountain and hill shall be made 
low, and the crooked shall become straight, 
    and the rough places shall become level ways, 
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

Isaiah 40:4-6 



Luke 3:7-9 

7 He said therefore to the crowds that came out to 
be baptized by him,  
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come?8 Bear fruits in keeping 
with repentance. And do not begin to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I 
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 
children for Abraham. 9 Even now the axe is laid to 
the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does 
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire.” 

John the Baptist 



Luke 7 
18 John’s disciples told him about all these things. 
Calling two of them,19 he sent them to the Lord to 
ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or should 
we expect someone else?” 
20 When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John 
the Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one 
who is to come, or should we expect someone 
else?’” 

 Luke 3-7 



Lukan Sandwhich 

 

Luke 7:1-10 Healing Roman Centurion’s servant 

Luke 7:11-17 Raising Widow’s Dead Son 

Luke 7:18-35 Jesus and John the Baptist  

Luke 7:36-50 Anointing by a Sinful Woman 



John the Baptist 

18 John’s disciples told him about all these 
things. Calling two of them,19 he sent them to 
the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to 
come, or should we expect someone else?” 
20 When the men came to Jesus, they said, 
“John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are 
you the one who is to come, or should we 
expect someone else?’” 
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True Opposite of Faith 

29 (All the people, even the tax collectors, when 
they heard Jesus’ words, acknowledged that 
God’s way was right, because they had been 
baptized by John. But the Pharisees and the 
experts in the law rejected God’s purpose for 
themselves because they had not been baptized 
by John.) C
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True Opposite of Faith 
31 Jesus went on to say, “To what, then, can I 
compare the people of this generation? What are 
they like? 32 They are like children sitting in the 
marketplace and calling out to each other: 
 “‘We played the pipe for you, 
     and you did not dance; 
 we sang a dirge, 
     and you did not cry.’ 
33 For John the Baptist came neither eating bread 
nor drinking wine, and you say, ‘He has a 
demon.’ 34 The Son of Man came eating and 
drinking, and you say, ‘Here is a glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’  



Pride—not doubt—is the opposite of faith. 

Martin Luther 



Trusts in God 

 

Psalm 51:17 
My sacrifice, O God, is a 

broken spirit; 
    a broken and contrite heart 
    you, God, will not despise. 

 

Repentant Heart 
 

Faith              vs              Pride 

Trusts in Itself 

 

Proverbs 6:16-17 
…Seven that are  

detestable to Him: 
haughty eyes 

 

 
Blindness 

 



Sight for the Blind 
21 At that very time Jesus cured many who had 
diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave 
sight to many who were blind. 22 So he replied 
to the messengers, “Go back and report to John 
what you have seen and heard: The blind 
receive sight, the lame walk, those who have 
leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the 
poor. 



Faith 

Doubt 

John the Baptist 



Faith Pride 

Doubt Doubt 

John the Baptist Pharisees 



Jesus Answers Doubt 

 21 In that hour he healed many people of 
diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on 
many who were blind he bestowed sight. 

Kingdom of God 



1 Corinthians 15 

42 So will it be with the resurrection of the 
dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is 
raised imperishable; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is 
raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised 
in power; 44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised 
a spiritual body. 
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