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Doing What the Father is Doing 

Luke 7.1-17 



“Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing 
by himself; he can do only what he sees his 
Father doing, because whatever the Father 
does the Son also does.  For the Father loves 
the Son and shows him all he does.”                  
     John 5.19-20 
 



“Centurion connection”  

Luke 7 and Acts 10 are pivotal chapters as 
they introduce the mission to the 

Gentiles.  



What the Father is Doing with the Centurion 



“My Father is always at his work to this very 
day, and I too am working.” John 5.17 

“ . . . I seek not to please myself but him who 
sent me.” John 5.30 

 



I do not deserve . . . v.6 

 valued someone lower than himself  v.2 

 loved foreigner   v.5 

 invested in an alien place of worship  v.5 

 cross-culturally sensitive  v.6 

 sense of unworthiness in the presence of Holiness  v.7 

 understood authority  v.8 



Say the word  . . . v.7  

 ‘Say the word means . . . . I don’t need God to work on 
my terms 

 God is not defined by my understanding 

 I understand God is not confine nor define by time and 
space 

 I have no need to try and control God 

 I am not the center of God’s universe (request for his 
servant) 

 



Authority is the right to use the power given. 
Servanthood, suffering, sovereignty are all part of 
God’s definition of authority.  

Authority is given and can never be taken – it is 
given – first by Christ and then by His people.  
 



“For I have come down from heaven not 
to do my will but to do the will of him 

who sent me.” John 6.38  



“The one who sent me is with me; he has 
not left me alone, for I always do 

what pleases him.” John 8.29 



What the Father is Doing with the Widow 



“So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to 
say.” John 12.50 

“These words you hear are not my own; they belong to 
the Father who sent me.”  John 14.24 



 
 

Doing What the Father is Doing  
 
 

 Jesus’ was aware of His Father’s world first.  
 Jesus’ schedule was set by the Father.  
 Jesus’ priorities were set by the Father. 
 Jesus’ decisions were set by the Father 
 Jesus’ relationships were set by the Father. 


