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Learning to Contend 
with Opposition

Luke 6.27-36



“This section of scripture is the 
best known, least understood, 

and least likely to be practiced.” 
John Stott



Counterintuitive living
vv.27-31



Love-of-Enemies vv.27-31 
Doing Good

➢The Principle – Do Good (vv. 27–28);

➢Illustration & Implementation (v 29); 

➢Generalizing the Principle of Doing 
Good (v 30); 

➢The Golden Rule – Do to Others (v 31).



vv.27-30 Counterintuitive

love - enemies, 

do good – hate you, 

bless – curse you, 

pray- mistreat you, 

turn cheek – slaps you, 

don’t withhold – takes shirt, 

asks you – give, 

takes what belongs to you – don’t demand it back.  



Wa (和) is a Japanese cultural concept 
usually translated into English as 
"harmony“. The kanji character wa (和) is 
also the oldest recorded name for 
"Japan." 



Turn from evil and do good;
seek peace and pursue it. 

Psalm 34.14



Learning to Contend
vv.32-36



Contending vv.32-36

• Examining our Credit (vv. 32–34), 

•Restatement of the Principle – Do Good (v. 
35a);

• Supported by a Promise of Reward (v. 35b);

• Imitate God and thus behave like his 
Children (v. 35cd);

•Be merciful (v. 36).



What credit is that to you?  vv.32-34

For it is commendable if someone bears up under 
the pain of unjust suffering because they are 
conscious of God. But how is it to your credit if 
you receive a beating for doing wrong and 
endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and 
you endure it, this is commendable before 
God. To this you were called, because Christ 
suffered for you, leaving you an example, that 
you should follow in his steps. 1 Peter 2.19-21



Loving our enemies is a proof that 
the power of the kingdom has 
entered your life, not a payment for 
the power of the kingdom to enter 
your life.  John Piper



How do we learn to contend with 
opposition?



A. By Remembering Our Unique Purpose

Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I 
fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to 
Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which 
is the church. He is the one we proclaim, 
admonishing and teaching everyone with all 
wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully 
mature in Christ. To this end I strenuously 
contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully 
works in me. Colossians 1.24, 28-29



How do we learn to contend with 
opposition?

B. By learning to love what God loves.

`love your neighbor as yourself.' Matthew 
19.19



C. By Living Proactively not Reactively

➢Reactive people are defined by what others have 
done to them. In a sense they are “owned” by 
others who control them. Their identity in Christ 
is insecure as they subject to the whims of others.  

➢Proactive people have a secure identity, purpose 
and direction from Jesus and not the opinions or 
motivations of others. They are free to do things 
based on their love of God and not someone 
else’s agenda. They are able to “love others as 
themselves”, “die to self”, and “not return evil for 
evil”.  They can forgive.



D. Redefine Relationships 

Shift your enemies into another category. I only 
want to be an enemy of that which is God’s 
enemy. Let God decide. Sometimes we are our 
own worst enemy.

Those found in Christ Jesus have the authority 
and power to redefine relationships by 
undermining the world’s labels and categories 
We decide in Jesus’ name to undermine  
hostility and hatred by doing good.



Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good.                 

Romans 12.20


