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Vacation Bible School
July 16 — 20

9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.

For children finishing pre-school (must be 5 years old by December 2)
through finishing 5th grade.

Registration fee: $20 for each child

Registration starts: May 20

Volunteer signups start: May 20

Experience the Ride of a Lifetime with God!

Rafting Ready Verse: When you pass through the waters, I will be with you.
Isaiah 43:2

Come join the fun of VBS with Bible stories, rapid reminder themes, music
and songs, snacks, and games.
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BAPTISM TESTIMONIES
SUNDAY, APRIL 29

Karis Toy Hi, my name is Karis Toy and I am 10 years old. I had known of Jesus for almost all my life.
My parents were already Christians and had been taking me to church ever since I had opened my eyes.
But I didn’t really know Jesus. Before I accepted Jesus into my life, I would get physical and boss people
around in preschool. I especially remember this one time when I lied to my mom. I felt so guilty. It
bothered me for a very long time. How could I treat my friends and family this way?  Even though I was
really young, I knew I was sinful and was running away from God. And, I knew I didn’t want to live like
this anymore.

When I was four, I learned more about Jesus from my parents and my teachers in Sunday school. I was
shocked, surprised, and grateful at the fact that Jesus died on the cross so I could be saved!  God loves me even when I
sin. My dad had asked me if I wanted to become God’s child and follow Jesus. I said, “YES!”  So on that day, I held
hands with my family and prayed on my couch for Jesus to come into my heart.

After I accepted Jesus into my life, I felt He helped me decipher what was right and what was wrong. But sometimes I
wondered, who exactly is this man who said He would always be my Savior and hope?  Well, my question was
answered one day in fourth grade. I worried a lot back then, especially about my asthma. I still do. One day I was
walking when all of a sudden I fell to the ground because I had trouble breathing!  My mom rushed me to the hospital. I
didn’t ever think I was going to get through this situation and I wasn’t coming home. I prayed to God. Then God
answered my prayers!  He healed me and allowed me to be comforted through friends and family. Suddenly, I felt a
strange amount of respect for God.

Over time, I am learning to become a better person and connect my choices to what God would want me to do. I really
try to live by my favorite Bible verse which says, “I have been crucified with Christ and it is no longer I who live but Christ
lives in me. And the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the son of God who loved me and gave himself up
for me.” — Galatians 2:20. There are many choices in my life. And I always want to choose to live for Christ. My parents,
my brother, my friends, relatives, and people who care helped me along the way. They still are. I know to follow God.
Each day is an opportunity to honor Him and show others His love.

Isaiah Choung Hi, my name is Isaiah and I am 10 years old. Jesus has been in my life as long as I can
remember. But even though Jesus has been in my life, I have an anger problem and I know Jesus could
help me with that. Because of anger and sin, I am separated from God. I learned that without Jesus, we
would all die for “the wages of sin is death.” But when Jesus died to pay the penalty of sins instead of us,
even though, He never sinned, He forgave our wrongdoings. He broke the power of sin and death by
rising from the dead. That is why I need Jesus to save me from my sins and to help me live by His
teachings.

During Winter Camp of 2016, I learned even more about Jesus and how He cares for us. He watches
over us and even knows how many hairs are on my head. God put every star in the sky!  He is King, my rock. I
dedicated my life to Him at camp because who wouldn't want to follow a caring king like that?

To me, having Jesus in my life means I know Jesus is there for me and He will guide me away from sin because He
loves me. Now that I have Jesus, I try to love others as much as I can because Jesus loves us and I try to do what’s
right, following His ideals. He leads me through hard times. Jesus’ love for me is so great even when I do sin, He won’t
stop loving me and He will forgive me when I confess.

My favorite verse is Hebrews 11:1. It goes like this:

“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.”

This is my favorite verse because it is about faith. This applies to my life because without faith in God, how would we
believe He is there?  I wouldn’t think an invisible God leads my life because you usually don’t trust what you can’t see.
Faith is how we know there is one true God, the one we believe in. This is why this is my verse and this is my testimony.

Kyler Yee Hi, my name is Kyler Yee and I’m 9 years old. My life before Jesus was like I followed my own
rules and did what I wanted. And that’s when I needed Jesus, my Lord and Savior. I needed Jesus because I
personally felt it was just the right thing to do.

I received Jesus as my Lord and Savior in the second grade in my room by myself. My life with Jesus is
awesome because whenever I need Him I just pray and He is there. Lastly, He has blessed me with an
awesome house, food, parents, and brother.

My favorite Bible verses are Ephesians 6:10-11 which says:

“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that
you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.”
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LOVING KINDNESS

PROFILE OF ELIZABETH FIGURACION
BY KATHY AISO

College students hold a special place in Elizabeth Figuracion's heart. In addition to currently
ministering with students at University of California Irvine (UCI) through the Christian non-profit
organization NAVIGATORS, Elizabeth has the desire to go back to school, earn an advanced degree in
counseling and work professionally as a college counsellor. The NAVIGATORS ministry has reinforced
her passion for working with collegiates as Elizabeth loves ministering one-on-one with students,
leading Bible study, and helping at Navigator events.

Wanting to give back

Elizabeth was inspired to join the NAVIGATORS staff at UCI after her
own life was touched by a NAVIGATOR. One member, Kylie, showed

her through her example, Christ-like love, support, and wisdom. In wanting to "give back"
for all she received through NAVIGATORS and Kylie, Elizabeth applied and joined the
NAVIGATOR staff fulltime, following graduation from UCI in 2017. At UCI, she earned a
B.A. in Sociology.

Struggling with anxiety

As a UCI college student, she struggled with anxiety for a year. She became anxious about many things, including her
future. Kylie lent a supportive listening ear, prayed, counseled, and gave Elizabeth the comforting Bible passage of
Psalm 33:12-22 which concludes with verses 20, 21, and 22, giving hope to the believer:

"Our soul waits for the LORD;
He is our help and shield.
For our heart rejoices in Him,
Because we trust in his Holy name.
Let Thy lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us,
According as we have hoped in Thee."

God freed her from her burdens

As Elizabeth meditated on the Psalm 33:12-22 passage over a period of time and sought the Lord in prayer, she began
releasing her anxieties to GOD. She also put her hope and trust in Him. God blessed her as she became free from her
former burdens. She came to realize God had richly blessed her life with solid relationships which include, most
importantly, family and friends.

"Through anxieties and struggles, GOD brought something beautiful," Elizabeth shared.

A passion for God’s music

Music is one of Elizabeth's passions and talents. She enjoys playing the keyboard for the second worship services on
Sunday mornings. "Through music, I can express my worship to God," she beamed.

A native of Torrance, Elizabeth grew up in a strong Christian home with her parents, Mike & Cathy Figuracion and
younger brother, Christopher. She attended GVBC all her life and accepted Christ in January 2013 at the GVBC college
winter retreat at Big Bear. She received formal Christian education, being a student at Christ Lutheran School in Palos
Verdes from preschool to the 8th grade then transferred to North High School where she graduated. Before attending
UCI, Elizabeth was enrolled at El Camino College.

Confidence and hope in following God

As Elizabeth reflects on her life, she realizes the lovingkindness of the LORD in blessing her with good Christian parents
and friends, her church, and the solid Christian education and training which she received. Seeking God's will for her
future gives Elizabeth confidence and hope, knowing she is following GOD.

Teach this triple truth to all:
A generous heart, kind

speech, and a life of service
and compassion."

— Anonymous
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TOMMY DYO, EPIC CAMPUS CRUSADE FOR CHRIST
Tommy empathizes with those who are dealing with or have loved ones with major health
challenges. One of these people is Tommy's older brother, Dan. In January, Dan celebrated his
65th birthday. As of today, he can receive chemotherapy even though there are now no signs
of pancreatic cancer. Dan's latest health report was an answer to prayer. Please join Tommy in
prayer as he prays for you and your loved ones with deep challenges as well as Dan and his
family. Union Church (UC) of L.A. had their 100 year celebration. Tommy was part of the
celebration, preaching on "Sovereign Foundations of Faith." Jenni (Nakamura) Kuga, an Epic

alumni, produced a short documentary about UC. In January, Tommy and his family joined with over 400 students and
staff for four days at the West Coast Epic Conference. Moved by the Holy Spirit, seven people accepted Christ. Tommy
is partnering with Dr. Ben Shin at Biola Univ./Talbot Seminary to help teach classes for his undergraduate and DMin
program. His area of teaching is evangelism methods in the Asian American context. Part of each class involves visiting
campuses with Epic teams for some field testing and training. Tommy has also spent some time with Japan Campus
Crusade for Christ (JCCC), talking about potential partnerships to send more workers to Japan. Please be in prayer that
JCCC will continue to lead the charge abroad and make great strides in their ministry. Also, pray for Summer Missions
2018 that students be encouraged and motivated to serve a summer with Epic. "As you can see, the start to 2018 has
been filled with amazing opportunities in both the community, within Epic, and for my family. I am extremely thankful for
your prayers and financial partnership and I could not serve in ministry without your support," writes Tommy.

KEN & DIANE KUDO SEPAL SAO PAULO, BRAZIL
Takeyo and Elizabeth (pictured in the Kudo's April newsletter) became Christians through their
daughter and son-in-law. The positive changes they saw in the younger couple led them to
explore Christianity and eventually accept Christ themselves. Through Takeyo and Elizabeth's
conversion and changed lives, relatives and friends are curious to know more about Christianity.
Because of extreme corruption in the Brazilian government as well as the corporate elite, there
is a more open environment to hear the Gospel. It has given Ken and Diane "many incredible
opportunities" to share and convert people. "Please pray that many more will come to
repentance and conversion to the Lordship of Jesus," writes Ken.

BRAZIL TEAM 2018
Dear GVBC Family, In June 2018, GVBC will be sending a team to Brazil for 11 days. We
will again be partnering with long-term American Baptist missionaries Philip and Corenne
Smith and helping to serve their ministry, Hope Unlimited for Children. We believe that short
-term missions is most effective when we can support the long-term workers and follow their
lead.  We want to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s leading as we prepare to minister with the
Smiths. This is the second year that GVBC is sending a team to Brazil, and our aims are: 1)
to strengthen our relationship with Philip and Corenne Smith through serving alongside
them at Hope Unlimited; 2) to support the Hope Unlimited residents (ages 8-18) and staff by
providing services such as staff seminars, campus beautification, classes for English and
first aid; and 3) to pray and survey potential areas for future ministry opportunities with the
Smiths and Hope Unlimited. We are thankful for your generosity through Advent Conspiracy
2017 that has provided funding for this trip. We are excited to see the ways that God is

working in Brazil, and ask for your continued prayer support for us as we make final preparations and for our time in Brazil this
June. Blessings, GVBC Brazil Team 2018

Fast Facts
Location: Brazil (Campinas and Vitoria)
Date of Trip: June 8—19, 2018
Language: Brazilian Portuguese
Partnering Organization: Hope Unlimited — rescuing street children and providing them with a home, education, and spiritual
care. hopeunlimited.org

Prayer Points
- That God would be glorified and that His love would be shown through all of our interactions
- For humility, flexibility, good health, and the ongoing deepening of unity and fellowship with the team
- For the team’s adjustment to Brazilian culture and good connection with residents and staff at Hope Unlimited
- For Gerry, whose life has recently been very challenging in many areas.  Please pray against discouragement and taking his
eyes off the mission, and for clarity and wisdom as he navigates this trip and a challenging season.
- For Kyle, that he listens to what God is leading him to learn on the trip, so that he may be an advocate for Hope Unlimited and
for how God is at work in Brazil.
- For Michelle, that she would be led by the Holy Spirit, wisely lead the team, and find practical ways to encourage the Smiths.
 For Stephanie, that she would be open to the Holy Spirit’s guidance and discernment as she ministers, and that there would

be health and safety for her family members, especially during the Brazil trip.

Our Missions Field

Gerry, Michelle, Stephanie, Kyle
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FAMILY NEWS

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO

Rodney & Coco Kagawa and family in the passing of Coco’s beloved mother, Belen
Valenzuela. The funeral service was held on Wednesday, May 2 at the Sacred Heart
Church in Los Angeles.

To the family of Dorothy Oda who passed away on Wednesday, April 11. Her funeral
service will be on Tuesday, May 15 at 10:00 a.m. at GVBC. Pastor Rick Hata will
officiate.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY

Dear GVBC Family, thank you for all your thoughts and prayers during my recent ten-day
hospital stay and for your continued love as I recover at home now from pneumonia and
asthma. Thank you so much Pastor Daniel [Matsuda] for your visit and prayer. Your
thoughtfulness is very heartwarming and healing my recovery. God bless. Love, Kristine
Kohama

GVBC, Thank you staff and friends for your prayers, cards, calls and visits during my
recent fall. I am making good progress and will be seeing you soon. How wonderful it is
to be part of God’s family at GVBC. God is Good! Gratefully, George Y. Hirano

100TH MEXICO MISSION TRIP TO SAN TELMO
Friday night, May 25 at 10:00 p.m.and Sunday Night, May 27 at 9:00 p.m. Meet at Bread
of Life Church

NEED:  A VALID PASSPORT or apply for a Mexican VISA online to speed boarder
crossing at: www.inm.gob.mx/fmme/publico/en/solicitud.html

Bring a sleeping bag, dress code: no black, dark blue, grey color clothing.

Fee: $140 per person payable by May 20 (make checks payable to Bread of Life Church,
memo: San Telmo Trip).

DEADLINE to sign up is May 20 (if space available).

Email: guillermolao@yahoo.com or BILLLIU2000@aol.com

Theme of the mission trip is “Finishing Well” 2 Timothy 4:7

General Meeting is on May 10 at 7:30 p.m. at Bread of Life Church.

Youth Ministry Training is on Sunday, May 20, 3:30 to 6:00 p.m.

Special Spiritual preparation and training with four Christ young missionaries for all goes
is Sunday, May 20 at 2:00 to 3:30 p.m.

Mexico Outreach Missions 100th Mission Trip and 20th Anniversary Celebration: Sunday,
May 20 at 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. at Bread of Life Church. Come for dinner, fellowship and
celebration.

Applications available on the Narthex Counter. Place completed application in the
Missions Committee mail box in the office.
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FYI Calendar of  Events

Newcomers’ Welcome
First Sunday of the month after each worship service. All newcomers welcome. Come and meet
our senior pastor, Doug Brown, pastoral staff, and Board Members.

Pathway Courses
Sundays of May 20 & 27, June 3 & 10, 12:30 — 3:30 p.m. in Rooms 218 & 220. If you would like
to become a member and/or be baptized sign up on your Connection form and check the
appropriate boxes or call the office. Registration flyers also available in the Narthex. Drop your
form in the box on the Information counter. Taught by our GVBC Pastoral Staff, this is a 4-
meeting course which will touch on:

*  What do you believe?

*  Membership

*  How has God shaped me?

*  How do I activate my faith?

Women’s Breakfast
Saturday, May 19, 9:30 am — 12:00 pm, Community Hall. Cost is $5.00. Our speaker is Michi
Matsuda who will give a devotional on “Pursuing Patience” from 1 Corinthians 13:4-5. Register
this Sunday May 13 in the Courtyard after first worship service and the front of the Community
Hall after the second worship service.

Office Closed
Monday, May 28 Memorial Day

Primetimers’ 2018 Tours
Mark your calendars. More info to follow

 September 18-22 (Tuesday – Saturday) – New York City, $2,985 per person double
occupancy ($3,580 single) includes: Orchestra seats for a Broadway show. Up Close and
Personal experience with a Broadway actor. Visit Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty.
Backstage Tour at Radio City Music Hall. Admission to the National 9/11 Museum and
Memorial. Carriage ride in Central Park. Tour Cathedral St John’s the Devine and more.
DEADLINE: Final balance due Sunday, July 8

 October 17 (Wednesday) – Cooking on Campus, $111 per person. Price includes gratuity for
the driver. DEADLINE: Final payment due by Sunday, September 23. No refunds after
September 23. Tour departs at 8:30 a.m. from GVBC. Returns approximately by 4:30 p.m.
You will visit the Kellogg House purchased by W.K. Kellogg with 377 acres in Pomona for his
Arabian house ranch and winter home. He later donated it to Cal Poly Pomona. Lunch at the
School of Hotel & Restaurant Management’s own restaurant at the Kellogg Ranch. Visit the
Farm Store at the Kellogg Ranch. See the beautiful Arabian Horse Equestrian Center. Watch
the Cal Poly students work with the horses.

Make checks out to GVBC with Primetimes’ and your tour name in memo line. Contact Keiko
Imatomi or the office for more into or to sign up.
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FINANCIAL REPORT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, June 13 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, June 10.

GVBC’S CHRISTIAN SERVICE SCHOLARSHIPS
This scholarship is given as an encouragement to GVBC college students (or those who will be in college this fall) who
volunteer in Christian service. Up to $750 will be awarded to applicants. See application in the Narthex for requirements.
Application & recommendation DEADLINE is June 20. For info contact Wendy Nakano, ext. 672, wendy@gvbc.net.

$75,000
$85,000
$95,000

$105,000
$115,000
$125,000

General Fund - March

Income
received
Expenses

$200,000

$250,000

$300,000

$350,000

$400,000

General Fund - Jan-Mar 2018

Adopted
budget
Income
received
Expenses

$1,300,000
$1,350,000
$1,400,000
$1,450,000
$1,500,000
$1,550,000
$1,600,000

Nehemiah 5 - cumulative
  thru March 2018

Straightline
Goal
Received

Donations and Flowers given
in honor or loving memory

FROM TO
Henry & Sanaye Nagami Rex Hayashi’s mother

Nehemiah Bldg fund
Donna Matsumoto Uncle Wayne Chinen
Merrick Yoshida, & Jodie,
Voltaire & Julie Rivera Mrs. Kazuko Ishimoto

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved
ones support College Scholarship Fund, unless specified.

HULA YARD SALE BY VERA CHENG
For those of you cleaning out your garages and houses, our Hula Ministry’s yard sale is coming up earlier this year . . .
last Saturday in JUNE! Hula members will start accepting donations in mid-June.

As always, a tax receipt is available for your taxes from our church. We are hoping to raise funds to purchase new fabric
and flowers. We have already used some of our current funds to help three members toward their mission trip this
summer to Japan to work with Rifu chapel as they continue to support victims of the past tsunami which are still living in
government housing areas. Thank you for your support!
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GVBC Pastoral Staff

DOUG BROWN Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

BRAD TOY College-age Director

MICHELLE LAW Youth Director

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator

EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Nihongo Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, MAY 13/MOTHER’S DAY
Brad Toy ~ Luke 9:43—50

SUNDAY, MAY 20
Pastor Doug Brown ~ Luke 9:51-62

SUNDAY, MAY 27
Pastor Doug Brown ~ Luke 10:1-16

SUNDAY, JUNE 3/COMMUNION
Pastor Doug Brown ~ Luke 10:17-24

MEMORIAL DAY
MAY 28


