
Helping People
Discover Jesus

by
Pastor Doug Brown

2

Profile of
Erik Uratsu

by Kathy Aiso
3

Our Mission Field 4

Family News 5

FYI Events Calendar 6

KidZone Calendar 6

Announcements 7

Inside this issue

Issue 4
April 4, 2017

Blessings in Children’s Ministry!
“…The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.” Galatians 5:6

We want to share how God has touched the lives of children.

Sweetheart’s Snack, February 11
Children’s Ministry appreciated 31
special widows who attended this
multigenerational brunch. Church
families made delicious foods. The
Elementary Sunday School children
made nice Valentine’s Day cards and
crafts. And the 4th and 5th graders
spent time serving and talking to these
women. Two first-time widows
expressed how special and loved they felt. We honored Miss Carol Allen (passed
away on March 3) who always poured her heart organizing this event and made sure
each widow received a rose.

Jr. Winter Camp at Forest Home, February 16-18
Fifteen children and 4 counselors went to camp. It
was a great opportunity for the children to be up in
the majestic mountains learning about God and
building relationships with their counselors, each
other, and children from other churches. The
theme was “Pathfinders:  Seeking after God’s
heart and navigating a clearer path according to
His will.”  Praise God because 2 boys accepted
Jesus as their Lord and Savior and 5 girls and 3
boys rededicated their lives to Jesus.

Early Childhood Easter Celebration, March 10
There were 93 guests (43 children) and
about 21 volunteers who attended our
celebration. Many families invited their
friends who do not attend our church and
appreciated this event. There were also
several Nihongo and Nursery families who
came as well. They participated in activities
which coincided with the events taking place
during Holy Week. We pray everyone walked
away with a deeper understanding of the true

meaning of Easter. We also pray for the families who were introduced to Jesus and
will start coming to our church.

Child Dedications, March 18
We praise God for a very special celebration as
Roy Parisio (4 years old) and Chris-Jayden
Pariso (7 years old) were dedicated to God. Our
church family along with their mother and journey
companions also committed to raising Roy and
CJ with Christ as the center and for the boys to
one day have a personal relationship with Jesus.

We give God the glory for the great things He has
done!

Emily Noguchi, Nursery Coordinator; Tamara Hernandez, Early Childhood
Coordinator, and Susan Wakuta, Elementary Director
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It was wonderful for Sue and I to celebrate our
first Holy Week with the GVBC Family!  Pastor
Daniel Matsuda launched the week with his
Palm Sunday sermon on Defining The
Relationship (DTR) Talk. We need to have this
talk with God as we headed into the most
significant week in the Christian calendar.

A variety of college group members lead us through Maundy Thursday
as we shared a meal together followed by the Lord’s Supper. Kent
Hirano then did a superb job of speaking out of Luke 22, highlighting the
three meals found in the chapter.

The next evening brought our Good Friday service in which Ryan Uratsu,
Michelle Law, and Brandon Tasaki delivered reflections out of Luke 23
which were both Biblically based and, at the same time, personal. These
talks were punctuated by heartfelt worship led by Ben Lee and the
worship team.

Our week climaxed in the triumph of Easter morning. We declared
together, “He is Risen!”  Numerous family and first-time visitors were
welcomed and thanks to our marvelous hospitality team, well fed.

There were so many who contributed to this significant week. Russell
Nagata did an excellent and speedy job transforming pieces of wood into
an ancient and distressed cross which so powerfully symbolized Christ
sacrifice. Stephanie Nagami and team did an incredible job — seemingly
all week — keeping us well fed and making GVBC feel like a home.
Susan Wakuta and her volunteers ministered to our children in a variety
of ways, but especially with the retelling of the important Biblical
accounts of this Holy Week. The AV teams kept the sound and lights
going, Gerald Mayewaki and his guys kept the facility looking great as
did Coco, Jai, and Amini. And there are so many more to thank.

Why did we expend all this time and energy?  We are “helping people
discover Jesus and become his fully devoted followers.” Those who
either recommitted their lives to Christ or did so for the first time did so in
a setting in which you helped to create by God’s Spirit. For this, I give
God and all of you great thanks for spreading the Good News!

He is Risen!
Pastor Doug

HELPING PEOPLE DISCOVER JESUS
BY DOUG BROWN, SENIOR PASTOR

PHOTOS BY SILVIO CARRARA
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GOD’S WELCOMING OPEN DOOR

PROFILE OF ERIK URATSU
BY KATHY AISO

During and immediately following high school, Erik Uratsu lost two important people to him.
During each instance, he was devastated, yet, God eventually opened the door for new,
enriching Christian friendships. It ultimately led to Erik's calling to the mission field. In Erik's
Sophomore year, his grandmother, Shizuko Kurashima, passed away. Erik and his
grandmother were extremely close so he took her passing very hard. He became bitter
about his grandmother's passing, but the influence of other Christians at GVBC turned him
toward seeing God as loving and sovereign. By his senior year, he began to see God's hand
in his life. This led him to receive the Lord.

After high school, Erik lost his best friend due to a big miscommunication. He became
upset, but acknowledged he had leaned more on his best friend than God.

CHRISTIAN OUTWARD APPEARENCE

After Erik started college, he became involved with the Korean American Student
Association (KASA) and Nikkei Student Union (NSU) at Cal Poly Pomona (CPP). Both
groups focused on socializing by partying and drinking. On Sundays, he attended GVBC
and went through the motions of being a Christian outwardly, but inwardly was distant
from the Lord. When he eventually realized he needed to get his relationship with God back on track, he
stopped attending KASA and NST parties. He began earnestly seeking the LORD, desiring to be
obedient to God. He became thirsty for God's Word and began reading it in earnest.

EPIC CORE FRIENDS

God was faithful and within a month began adding EPIC (the Asian American Christian Fellowship of
Campus Crusade, CRU) Christians in his life. These became Erik's core friends at CPP, providing
tremendous blessing in his life. Today, he is active in EPIC, being a part of their core ministry.

In summer 2017, Erik was part of the GVBC Rifu Japan Mission team. Erik, along with Violet Dresser,
Marsha Yoshiba, Tommy Morse, Tommy Park, Chris Ishimatsu, and Reed Sata ministered in Rifu,
Japan from late June to early July for two weeks. He had a heart for the Japanese people who fondly
reminded him of his late grandmother.

GOD’S PERFECT PLAN FOR HIS LIFE

A month after the missions trip, Erik struggled for a final time with the issue of God's sovereignty.
Thoughts reoccurred as how God would allow him to lose both his grandmother and best friend.
Through his struggle, he came to realize God had allowed these events to happen because He loved
him and had a perfect plan for his life. As he resolved this issue, God implanted in his heart a strong
desire to become a long-term missionary.

"For the first time in my life, I am excited about the future. I am passionate about becoming a long–term
missionary," Erik beamed. He plans to transfer to Biola University, graduate, and enter the mission field
as a long-term missionary.

HIS HUMAN UNDERSTANDING IS LIMITED

One of Erik's favorite Bible passages, Habakkuk 3:17-19, remind him that his human understanding is
limited and through all circumstances — good or bad — God has his best in mind.

"Though the fig tree should not blossom, And there be no fruit on the vines, Though the yield of the olive
should fail, And the fields produce no food, Though the flock should be cut off from the fold, And there
be no cattle in the stalls, Yet, I will exalt in the LORD, I will rejoice in the GOD of my salvation. The Lord
GOD is my strength, And He has made my feet like hinds' feet, And makes me walk on my high places."

Each day, Erik's joy in the God of His salvation grows deeper as he actively seeks the LORD.

When God gives you a new
beginning, it starts with a
closed door. Be thankful
for closed doors. They

often lead to the right one.
— Ernesto Cortazar
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2018 SHORT-TERM MISSION APPLICATIONS BY LINDA HAYASHI
Applications for Thailand (January 2019) will be available in April 2018. Separate applications for the Mexico mission
trips which take place several times a year in conjunction with Mexico Outreach Mission will be posted when available.

BRAZIL UPDATE BY STEPHANIE NAKAYAMA
Six months have passed since the 2017 GVBC Brazil Team left Hope Mountain in Vitoria. Some of the house parents we
met left and new ones were hired. For Christmas, the boys received new pairs of shoes which were donated by a church
in the United States. Alex, an 18-year-old graduate from Hope Mountain, was reunited with his family. God is healing his
relationship with his mom. The Smiths have had plumbing problems in their house and no drinkable water. Corenne
Smith made a make-shift kitchen faucet by running an outside water hose through a window. Buildings at Hope Mountain
had leaks which resulted in flooding during the rainy winter months.

In spite of these challenges the Smiths and boys have remained thankful for what God has provided. I am also thankful
for the opportunity to go back to Brazil with the 2018 GVBC Brazil Team this June. I am looking forward to meeting the
new house parents and seeing the boys in their new shoes. I am also looking forward to hearing their testimonies of
God’s lovingkindness and grace. God has given me a directive this year: give generously. I pray God will empower me
by His Holy Spirit to give generously and love deeply as an ambassador for Christ.

Please pray for the Smiths (Philip, Corenne, Marc, and Isabella) and for the children and staff at Hope Unlimited. Also
pray for the GVBC 2018 Brazil Team (Michelle Law, Gerry Shiozaki, Kyle York, and Stephanie Nakayama) as we
prepare for our trip from June 8-19, 2018.

PHILIP & CORENNE SMITH, HOPE UNLIMITED VITORIA, BRAZIL
Fabio was one of Hope Mountain's first residents. As a child, Fabio was horribly tortured, mutilated, and
later dumped at the side of the road before coming to Hope Mountain. Today, Philip rejoices as he
shared about Fabio. "Fabio is a vibrant Christian who is active at his church. He came to mind today
because I just got a wedding invitation. Fabio is getting married!"

Hundreds of Valentine cards arrived in the mail in February for the children of Hope Mountain. It was a
challenge given to ministry partners to write personalized Valentine cards to the children and they responded!  "It may
seem like a small thing, but for a newer kid, getting a personalized card for the first time in their lives is a big deal. And
our veterans love adding to their previous collections!" write the Smiths.

Philip, who is CEO of Hope Unlimited in Brazil, is excited because beginning this year, Laura-Becker-Lewke is the new
Executive Director of U.S. operations. Philip shared, “Laura leads by example. She is one of Hope Unlimited major
financial supporters.” Laura is an attorney and her resume includes, she was admitted to the U.S. Supreme Court serving
as Chief Counsel and Head of Administration for an international shipping company. Laura is a long-time member of
Menlo Church in Menlo Park, CA. which is one of Hope's longest supporting churches. One of Laura's main loves is
providing others with opportunities to wisely steward their resources. "We are grateful to God to have her on our team!"

PETE & SHERYL SILZER, WYCLIFFE BIBLE TRANSLATOR
"We pray you continue to grow in your knowledge of God's love and grace in your lives as you begin
the New Year. Your prayers and support are greatly appreciated," write the Silzers.

The Silzers are thankful for continued good health, God's protection, and joy in their work. Pete was
recently honored for 10 years of service as a promoter and encourager of the Monterey Peninsula
Gospel Community Choir. He continues to be challenged by students coming to learn the Indonesian
language and works with a team of native Indonesian teachers. In his free time, Pete enjoys creating
art, having sold several paintings and photos at his studio.

In 2017, Sheryl's travels took her to Thailand (January), New Zealand (July-August) and Colombia (November) where
she facilitated multicultural training. A highlight was attending a mission training class run by Colombians. Sheryl also
trained the Mennonite Brethren in Thailand and with Serve Globally workers in Chicago. She was energized by the
participant's responses as they discovered how their own cultural backgrounds shaped their responses to cultural
differences. Also in 2017, she attended and presented at different conferences in the U.S. and around the world. Sheryl
is part of an SIL team adapting a tool to measure relationships in Asia which was tested in Hong Kong in January.
Thailand will also serve as a testing site in March. In 2018, she also looks forward to teaching the Asian issue course at
Talbot in the spring and the Doctor of Ministry cohort in the summer.

The Silzer Clan is well and productive!  A major change was Pete and Sheryl's younger son, Jeff, his wife, Caryn, and
three young children moved from the LA area to an area north of Seattle in Mount Vernon, WA. Jeff is working in a
computer support job which allows him to work from home. The Silzers were able to visit Jeff and his family over the
Thanksgiving holiday. Older son, Michael, wife, Rachelle, and two daughters live in Southern California. Michael is
Athletic Director at Troy High School and is also active in club soccer. The Silzers are thankful for the time they get to
also spend with Michael and his family.

Our Missions Field
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FAMILY NEWS

NEW BABY ANNOUNCEMENT
God’s blessings and congratulations to Rodney & Coco Kagawa in the birth of
their new grandson, Robert Samuel Kagawa. Little Robert was born on Thursday,
March 29. He weighed 8 lbs. 9 oz. and he was 19 inches long. His father is (their
son) Samuel and mother Rachel and older siblings are Jacob & Hailey.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY
We deeply appreciate your sympathy and support. Thank
you for keeping us in your thoughts and prayers. Love, The
Family of Carol Elaine Allen

Thank you GVBC family to ALL the many people who
helped in the Celebration of Carol Allen’s Life this past
Saturday, March 17. The outpouring was both
overwhelming and touching and the funeral and reception
would never have happened without your love and
support. You guys are truly amazing!  Your time, skill,

efforts, and many donations (cookies, food, artistic, and monetary) are so very
much appreciated. We are humbled. Love, the Allen Family and the Mayeda
Sisters

Dear GVBC, Thank you so much for the lovely floral arrangement you sent during
my recent hospital stay. It brought cheer to every day. Thank you all for all your
prayers. In Christ, Alice Moriya

Dear Church Family, Thank you for your prayers, visits, love, and
encouragement . God is answering your prayers and I’m very encouraged for
complete recovering. Thank you Pastor Doug and Pastor Annette for your
prayers before the surgery. God is great. I thank Him for his grace, kindness and
faithfulness in showing me the power of prayer. Praise Jesus!  God bless you all.
Much Love, Jean Urabe

On behalf of the Shiozaki family, we would like to thank our beloved church and
its wonderful pastoral staff for supporting us through Wesley’s 7 day stay in the
hospital a month ago as well as the untimely passing of Eltheia’s father. Your
visitations and flowers have made us feel loved and supported through this  very
difficult time. Thank you. Eltheia, Gerry, Wesley and Jason Shiozaki

Dear GVBC Family, Thank you for the many expressions of sympathy in the
recent loss of my mother. The floral arrangement was just beautiful. Your care
and support has brought comfort and encouragement. Sincerely, Rex Hayashi
and family

Dear GVBC Family, Many, many thanks for the beautiful flower arrangement
given to Mits. He’s doing quite well, using his walker to do his exercises. We
thank you for the many prayers toward his recovery. God has been good and we
do appreciate friends and family!  Love, Marianne Fujita

Dear Gardena Valley Baptist Church, On behalf of the Gardena Human Services
Food Pantry, we would like to thank you for your generous donation of $500
[from our LOVE fund] in the month of March. Your continued generosity allows us
to provide food and other items to our residents in Gardena that are in need.
Thank you so much for your support and assistance in helping our residents and
our community. With Gratitude, Jaclyn Coppa, MSW, Community Service
Counselor, Human Services Department
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FYI Calendar of  Events
Primetimers’ 2018 Tours
Mark your calendars. More info to follow

 June 5 (Tuesday) – Saddle Up Solvang $130 per
person. Price includes a gratuity for the driver. Final
payment is due by April 29. Sorry, no refunds after
April 29. Make checks payable to: GVBC [Solvang tour
in the memo line]. Tour departs at 7:30am from GVBC.
Return approximately by 5:30pm. Tour The Flag Is Up
Farms — home of Monty Roberts, the Horse Whisperer
and Solvang the picture-perfect village which features
dozens of import shops and boutiques, Danish bakeries,
museums and a historic mission. Spend the afternoon
however you please. Lunch at A.J. Spurs Steakhouse &
Saloon.

 September 18-22 (Tuesday – Saturday) – New York,
$2,985 per person double occupancy includes:
Orchestra seats for a Broadway show. Up Close and
Personal experience with a Broadway actor. Visit Ellis
Island and the Statue of Liberty. Backstage Tour at
Radio City Music Hall. Admission to the National 9/11
Museum and Memorial. Carriage ride in Central Park.
Tour Cathedral St John’s the Devine and more. Final
balance due Sunday, July 8

 October 17 (Wednesday) – Cooking on Campus

Contact Keiko Imatomi or the office for more into or to sign
up.

Newcomers’ Welcome
First Sunday of the month after each worship service.
All newcomers welcome. Come and meet our senior
pastor, Doug Brown, pastoral staff, and Board
Members.

FREE One-on-One Financial Planning
Session
Saturday, May 5 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at
GVBC. Little Tokyo Service Center (LTSC), in
conjunction with GVBC’s Neighborhood Ministry, will
host a free workshop for seniors, their families and
caregivers. LTSC is working with the Foundation for
Financial Planning to offer free one-on-one sessions
with professionals from the Financial Planning
Association.

The individual sessions will cover a wide range of
personal finance topics such as budgeting, credit and
debt, retirement, taxes, estate planning, small
business and more. Japanese interpretation will be
provided if needed.

There are a limited number of 30-minute sessions so
pre-registration is required. To register, please call
LTSC at 213-473-3035.

ABOUT LTSC
LTSC is a social service and community
development organization which has been creating
positive change for the people and places in
Southern California for more than 37 years.

Pathway Courses
Sundays of May 20 & 27, June 3 & 10, 12:30 — 3:30
p.m. in Rooms 218 & 220. If you would like to
become a member and/or be baptized sign up on
your Connection form and check the appropriate
boxes or call the office. Registration flyers also
available in the Narthex. Drop your form in the box on
the Information counter. Taught by our GVBC
Pastoral Staff, this is a 4-meeting course which will
touch on:

*  What do you believe?
*  Membership
*  How has God shaped me?
*  How do I activate my faith?
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, May 9 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, May 6.

GVBC’S CHRISTIAN SERVICE SCHOLARSHIPS
This scholarship is given as an encouragement to GVBC college students (or those who will be in college this fall) who
volunteer in Christian service. Up to $750 will be awarded to applicants. See application in the Narthex for requirements.
Application & recommendation DEADLINE is June 20. For info contact Wendy Nakano, ext. 672, wendy@gvbc.net.

UNITE BY MICHELLE DRESSER

Unite was an event for high school students in the South Bay to come together and meet
one another. The purpose of the night was to provide space for the youth to get to know
new people and remind them that the family of God is not limited to their home church.
We wanted students to have a comfortable space to talk, play, and have fellowship, while
also using the night to remind them of the importance and urgency of the Gospel. There
were games, food, activities, devotional, and worship. Around 70+ students attended the
event and each committed to praying daily for one person who they felt God has been
calling them to reach out to and share the Gospel with.

To see a video go to: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CttjwW-uxlM&feature=youtu.be

GARDENA FOOD PANTRY
During the month of April we will be collection for the Emergency Food Pantry. Place your
items in the brown wooden box in the Narthex. Please watch the expiration dates. A list of
needed items is on the information counter in the Narthex.
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GVBC Pastoral Staff

DOUG BROWN Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

BRAD TOY College-age Director

MICHELLE LAW Youth Director

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator

EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Nihongo Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, APRIL 15
Pastor Doug Brown ~ Luke 9: 1-9

SUNDAY, APRIL 22
Pastor Doug Brown ~ Luke 9:10-17

SUNDAY, APRIL 29/BAPTISM
Pastor Doug Brown ~ Luke 9:18-27

SUNDAY, MAY 6/COMMUNION
Pastor Doug Brown ~ Luke 9:28-43


