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PALM SUNDAY / ON THE WAY
For the first and only time in Jesus’ ministry He allows and even facilitates the praise
of the crowds as He enters Jerusalem. His unflinching commitment to fulfill His
Father’s purposes explains this exception as well as the subsequent cleansing of the
temple. Jesus is on the way, following a course of events filled with meaning.
Sunday, March 25, Worship Services at 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. in the GVBC
Community Hall
Pastor Daniel Matsuda

MAUNDY THURSDAY / EVERY STEP OF THE WAY
Gathered around the Passover meal Jesus celebrates the “feast of freedom”
chronicled in the Book of Exodus. Through this most intimate of occasions with His
disciples, Jesus ensures He is traveling with them every step of the way.
Potluck dinner, Thursday, March 29, 6:00 — 7:30 p.m. in the GVBC Community Hall
Brad Toy, College-age Director and the College Ministry

GOOD FRIDAY / OUT OF THE WAY
From the perspective of the High Priesthood and ruling elite, Jesus is in the way and
needs to be dealt with. The events of Jesus’ final night on the earth reveal a
concerted effort to get Jesus out of the way.
Friday, March 30, 7:00 — 8:30 p.m., in the GVBC Sanctuary
KidZone will run concurrently for Elementary-age.
Please reserve Nursery through Kindergarten childcare: gvbc@gvbc.net or
call the office.

EASTER SUNDAY / THE ONLY WAY
The pain and grief of Good Friday lasts through the Sabbath only to give way to a
startling discovery on Sunday morning. Jesus’ prior declaration that no one comes to
the Father except through Him (John 14:6) is better understood. We are left
astounded as we have followed along the way the journey has led us to the joy of the
only way.
Sunday, April 1, Worship Services at 8:45 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. in the GVBC
Community Hall
Pastor Doug Brown
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Is it time for you to have a DTR talk with God?  A DTR talk is the official talk
which takes place at some point in a romantic relationship to determine the
level of commitment. It stands for Define The Relationship. We have these
talks because we want to see where things stand and find out if what you have
is real. Kyle Idleman’s book Not A Fan, draws the distinction between those
who are admirers of someone and those who have committed their life to
someone. Fans of Jesus casually evaluate their commitment based on
comparisons of those around them, while followers make sacrifices for the
relationship and persevere despite the obstacles.

As we approach the excruciatingly painful and yet, wondrously liberating week of Christ’s
Passion we may find ourselves in need of a DTR talk with God. In the face of a nefarious
betrayal, a torturous trial, and a blood-soaked cross, the very category of “fan” seems
ludicrous. In response to Christ’s sacrifice on the cross the only way forward is one of a
follower who exhibits relentless resolve. Jesus himself demonstrated this when in Luke 9.51
he “resolutely set out for Jerusalem” and for the next ten chapters he is in constant motion
until chapter 19.28 which says, “Jesus was going up to Jerusalem . . .”  Suddenly we find
ourselves in Jerusalem and propelled into Holy Week well along the way. You are invited to
join the journey as together, we travel along the way. — Pastor Doug

HOLY WEEK 2018 / FOLLOWING THE WAY
BY DOUG BROWN, SENIOR PASTOR

Layne Wakuta felt God leading him to step away from Youth Ministry
so resigned his position as Youth Director. Layne has dedicated over
30 years of his life in youth ministry, first as a volunteer and the last 9
years on pastoral staff. As he takes some time away, let’s pray with
him that God will guide him in his next steps as he continues to spread
the joy of the Lord beyond the walls of GVBC. “The joy of the Lord is
your strength.” Nehemiah 8:10.

After much prayer and consulting with the Board and those formerly
and currently in Youth Ministry leadership, Pastor Doug offered
Michelle Law the full-time position as Youth Director. Michelle was
raised in GVBC’s Youth Ministry and subsequently has been part of
the leadership team for some years, leading student evangelism effort
called the “The Wave” as well as the Long Beach Mission this past
summer. She has shown unwavering commitment and care for the
youth of GVBC. She is nearing the end of her Master of Divinity
program at Talbot Seminary and because she is still in school full-
time, she will be serving as Youth Director part-time until the end of
May.

Please pray for the youth and their families during this time of
transition as well as Layne, Michelle, and GVBC’s youth leaders as we
make this transition.

TRANSITIONS ON THE GVBC STAFF
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A PASSION TO SERVE

PROFILE OF TRACI YORIZANE
BY KATHY AISO

TRACI YORIZANE is passionate about helping her students. Traci derives deep joy as she teaches
English at Leuzinger High School (LHS) in Lawndale. LHS qualifies as a Title 1 school.

TRACI GUIDES AND INSPIRES HER STUDENTS
Many of the students come from homes headed by single-family parents who are working more than two
jobs to provide for their families. Several of Traci’s own students would come to school hungry and dirty
if it were not for the free meal plans and family-school support center. "I know I am not just teaching
English, but I am fighting to help restore, inspire, and empower forgotten communities and their
children,” Traci shared as she helps guide students, many of whom will be the first in their families to
attend college.

Traci was one of three recent student teachers interviewed for the L.A. Times California Sunday Magazine. The question
posed to her and the two other teachers was, "How do you manage high schoolers when you're still in school yourself?"
Two years ago at age 23, Traci was walking down the halls of West Adams High School (where she student taught) with
her co-teacher. Both were mistaken for high school students by security.  "Ladies, you need to get to class right now!"
the security guard reminded them. The article, which appeared in one of the December 2017 issues, describes Traci's
challenge to present herself as a professional to her students despite her youthful appearance.

EACH DAY IS A WELCOME CHALLENGE
Traci is part of UCLA's Graduate School of Education and Information Studies which
prepares aspiring teachers to become Social Justice Educators in urban settings. The
program places their graduate students (such as Traci) in low-income, low performing
schools in California — and Los Angeles in particular — and trains the novice
teachers to be guided by a social justice agenda in their commitment and coursework.
The UCLA graduate program was the only one which Traci applied since she knew
she wanted to work in urban communities. She was drawn to the unique commitment UCLA has to serve communities of
marginalized groups in ways which foster diverse, caring, anti-racist, and socially-responsible learning environments.
This June, Traci will receive a Masters Degree in Secondary Education from UCLA. A rigorous program, she teaches
during the day and attends graduate classes one night a week on top of her online classes. During the day, she teaches
10th grade English, ELD (English Language Development), and AVID — a college preparatory course. She shared,
“Each school day is a welcomed challenge in which I am able to learn more about the perfect, relentless, sacrificial love
of God as I draw from His power to see and love my students the way Christ does.”

MEETING AND MINISTERING WITH HER HUSBAND
Traci and her husband, Craig, met in 2012 on the GVBC Mexico Mission Trip and became close friends while serving
together in the GVBC High School Ministry in 2014. This past July, Pastor Daniel Matsuda married Traci [nee
Matsushima] and Craig Yorizane at GVBC. Traci admires Craig for being humble, wise, and always willing to serve. One
of her greatest joys as a newlywed is being able to witness God’s faithfulness in refining Craig to be more and more like
Christ as they serve alongside each other. Traci is also a member of the church Board of Deacons, serving as a Member
-at-Large. She appreciates the diversity of ages and backgrounds represented on the Board.

ENCOURAGEMENT AND GUIDANCE FROM A BELOVED GRANDMOTHER
A native of Gardena, Traci and her family attended GVBC through the encouragement of her late grandmother, Sue
Matsushima. She describes her grandmother as a faithful woman of God, being very loving, caring, gentle-spirited,
thoughtful, and hospitable. After Sue passed away, it became difficult for the family to continue attending church
together. A few years later, as a middle-school student, Traci returned to GVBC through the invitation of a friend and got
plugged in to the Greenhouse Youth Ministry.

Traci attended the youth groups and made numerous connections with friends and leaders while growing spiritually
through Bible study and a small group. She remembers asking a lot of questions and seeking a lot of guidance from
youth leaders such as Priscilla, Alina, Steph, and Pastor Daniel Matsuda (former High School Youth Pastor). At age 15,
Traci accepted Christ.

SO MUCH MORE TO LOOK FORWARD TO
While at the 2007 Alpine Summer Camp, Traci felt God's presence at a nightly worship service.  "I felt the presence of
God and kept saying to myself, 'God is so real'".  God represents hope as she ponders on one of her favorite verses,
James 1:12: Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of
life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

“Not only can we rejoice in knowing God desires to refine us in this life,” Traci affirms, “but we have so much more to
look forward to, knowing we'll one day be united with our Heavenly Father and enjoy His glory forever.”

"GOD HAS GIVEN ME A MIND THAT
IS CURIOUS AND A HEART THAT IS
PASSIONATE. HOW DO I USE WHAT
I HAVE TO GLORIFY GOD?"
— TRACI MATSUSHIMA YORIZANE
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Board Report
By Wes Harada, Moderator

It's hard to believe we are near the end of the first quarter of 2018. Time marches on and our
God continues to bless GVBC. Your Board of Deacons was involved with two meetings during
the month of February, the regular Board meeting held on February 6 and the Annual
Business Meeting held on February 25.

THE FEBRUARY BOARD MEETING

At the February meeting, Silvio Carrara shared passages from James 1:19-25 and Colossians
3:2: Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. Silvio followed his
devotional with the Treasurer's Report. We discussed making a recommendation at the
Annual Business Meeting for the use of the 2017 General Fund surplus.

The Board had the pleasure of reviewing and approving the applications of eleven new
members to the GVBC family. A Hula Ministry craft boutique was approved as a fundraiser.
Pastor Eiji Osato requested a name change which was approved by the Board. The Japanese
-speaking congregation will be referred as "Nihongo" instead of "Nichigo". The term Nichigo is
outdated and Nihongo would be more appropriate. The Board was also notified of Layne
Wakuta's resignation from the Pastoral Staff.

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING

The meeting was opened in prayer by Aki Abe. The minutes of the Annual Election Meeting
held on November 12, 2017 were approved by the membership. Words of appreciation were
shared to outgoing Board Members: Jim Kawashima (Moderator), David Cheng, Amy
Kushigemachi and Clyde Noguchi (Members-at-Large). Special words of appreciation were
presented by Linda Hayashi to Sanaye Nagami as she is stepping down as Missions Core
Ministry Chairperson after many years of service.

The 2017 GVBC Annual Report was presented by Assistant Treasurer Rex Hayashi and
approved by the membership. Questions concerning projected expenses for the year and
2017 expenses which exceeded the budget under the categories of Staffing and Board of
Deacons were addressed. The transfer of funds from the General Reserve Fund as follows:
$25,000 back to the Rental Property Management Fund, $5,277 back to the Major Repair
Fund and $85,000 to the Debt Retirement Fund was approved.

Nominee David Uratsu was elected by the membership to complete a two-year term as Vice
Moderator. An update of the Nehemiah 5 Campaign was presented by Hermann Schurr and
TJ Yee. TJ encouraged us as we are on the final leg of the race and we are "Running
Through the Tape."

The meeting was closed as we honored Layne Wakuta for his 19 years of service in ministry
at GVBC.

THE MARCH MEETING

A devotional was shared by Kate Bun from Oswald Chamber's My Utmost for His Highest.
After the approval of the minutes from the February Board meeting, Silvio Carrara went over
the January financial statement and February receipts. Year-to-date revenue through the end
of February was $196,048 — an increase of 0.78% from last year. Receipts for Nehemiah 5
were $22,439 for February. Pastor Doug reviewed the schedule for Holy Week.

Finally, Pastor Doug shared information from the leadership conference attended by some of
the staff on building a pipeline of future leaders. Questions: What are our roles and
responsibilities as leaders at GVBC? What is our strategy on developing others to become
leaders?

In closing, I would like to thank you for your prayers as we begin 2018. We are truly blessed
by what God has given us at GVBC. It is my commitment to be a good steward of God's
house. Our God and King deserves to have nothing less than our best.

In service of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior,

Wes Harada
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OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES TO
Rex & Linda Hayashi and family on the passing of Rex's 94-year-old mother on Thursday, March 1 in San Jose. A
private graveside service will be held on March 17 at Rose Hills.

To the family of Carol Allen who passed away on Saturday, March 3. The funeral service will be held at GVBC on
Saturday, March 17 at 11:00 a.m. with a reception following. Pastors Doug Brown & Stephen Langley will co-officiate.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY
Dear GVBC, We can’t thank you enough for being such loving church family to our mom, Jackie Irvine. At 90, your small
group led by Florence Hayashi showed her such love and a renewed purpose for her life!  Thank you! Love in Christ,
Diane Baker, Kimberly Baker-Gotchalian, Sharon & Olivia Alvarez, Angie Nelson and family

Dear Gardena Valley Baptist Church, On behalf of the Gardena Human Services Food Pantry, we would like to thank
you for your generous donation of $500 [from our LOVE Fund] in the month of February. Your continued generosity
allows us to provide food and other items to our residents in Gardena who are in need. Thank you so much for your
support and assistance in helping our residents and our community. With Gratitude, Jaclyn Coppa, MSW, Community
Service Counselor, Human Services Department

FAMILY NEWS

I am one of the co-directors of the Nehemiah 5 debt retirement campaign along with my
wife, Krisi, and Aki Abe from the Nihongo Ministry.

17 years ago our first Nehemiah campaign began and we started an exciting chapter in
the life of Gardena Valley Baptist Church. Construction began in 2004 and was complet-
ed in 2008. The result? The beautiful building we occupy today. Through Sunday ser-
vices, Nihongo Ministry, Harvest Festivals, Youth Ministry, Vacation Bible School, Sports
Ministry, funerals, weddings and more, God has faithfully used us and this building for His
purposes.

When Nehemiah 5 began three years ago, we had two loans and our remaining debt was
$1.8 million. As April approaches and the three-year term of Nehemiah 5 reaches its
close, this $10.6 million project, through your consistent sacrifice and generous giving,
will have a single loan with less than $220,000 of debt. We are 98% of the way there!

Now I want to take this opportunity to express how amazed I am at the generosity of this
church body. Sacrificing for 17 years, giving to the Nehemiah capital stewardship cam-
paigns while maintaining and expanding the General Fund operating budget here at
GVBC has been an amazing experience for me to witness first hand. You managed to
continue giving to Nehemiah AND finish off 2017 with a General Fund surplus despite the
original deficit budget!

God is faithful. I am blown away by your sacrifice and generosity. Based on your past
track record, I feel proud to say that you are determined to finish this thing off. So here we
are at the final portion of Nehemiah 5; “Running through the tape,” our last leg of finishing
the race. Final loan payoff is within reach and we are encouraging you all to run through
the tape.

If we continue our current levels of giving or even increase them by just a bit, we can
make our final payment this year. We will be encouraging the congregation to continue
their giving beyond April along with inviting any new GVBCers to join us so that we can
run through the tape together. Any contribution to Nehemiah Campaign should be noted
“Nehemiah 5”.

I’ve served on a few committees and different ministries here at GVBC. This one in partic-
ular has made me especially proud to be part of such an awesome and generous church
family.

Let’s run through the tape together!

Nehemiah 5: Running Through the Tape
By TJ Yee, Nehemiah 5 Co-Director
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FYI Calendar of  Events

Primetimers’ 2018 Tours
Mark your calendars. More info to follow

Ronald Reagan Presidential Library & Genghis Khan
Exhibit, April 17 (Tuesday) – $125 per person. Price
includes a gratuity for the driver. Admission to the
special Genghis Khan exhibit. Guided tour of the Reagan
Library. Specially catered buffet lunch at the
Reagan Library. Roundtrip deluxe motorcoach
transportation.
Final payment is due by April 1. Sorry, no refunds

after April 1. Make checks payable to: GVBC Tour
departs at 8:30 a.m. from GVBC. The return time is
scheduled for 4:30 p.m.
 May 1-8 (Tuesday – Tuesday) – Canyon, Cavern &

Aliens Tour (New Mexico, Nevada & Arizona).
 June 5 (Tuesday) – Saddle Up Solvang
 September 18-22 (Tuesday – Saturday) – New York,

$2,985 per person double occupancy includes:
Orchestra seats for a Broadway show. Up Close and
Personal experience with a Broadway actor. Visit
Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty. Backstage
Tour at Radio City Music Hall. Admission to the
National 9/11 Museum and Memorial. Carriage ride
in Central Park. Tour Cathedral St John’s the Devine
and more. Final balance due Sunday, July 8

 October 17 (Wednesday) – Cooking on Campus

Contact Keiko Imatomi or the office for more into or to
sign up.

Newcomers’ Welcome
First Sunday of the month after each worship service.
All newcomers welcome. Come and meet our senior
pastor, Doug Brown, pastoral staff, and Board
Members.

Early Childhood Easter Celebration
Saturday, March 24, 9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.,
Community Hall. For: Nursery through Kindergarten
(older
siblings are invited too) Please join us for a tasty
breakfast followed by special activities in our
celebration of Jesus’ resurrection. This event is free.
Invite your family and friends. Registration flyers are
in the Early Childhood Sunday school classes or
email Tammy Hernandez at tammy@gvbc.net to
RSVP by Saturday, March 17.

Right Hand of Fellowship
Sunday, March 25 during both worship services.
Come and welcome our new members to our GVBC
family.

EASTER DECORATING/WORK DAY
Saturday, March 31, starting at 8:00 a.m. with wake-
up coffee and donuts. Join us as we decorate the
Community Hall with flowers and weed, clean and
work on light repairs.

OFFICE IS CLOSED, MONDAY, APRIL 2

SAVE THE DATE:
“ROLLING RIVER RAMPAGE” VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Monday, July 16 to Friday, July 20, 9:00 a.m. to
12:15 p.m. Finished Preschool to finished 5th grade.
Experience the Ride of a Lifetime with God!
Early registration for GVBC children begins on
Sunday, April 15.
Public registration begins on Sunday, May 20.

PATHWAY COURSES
Sundays of May 20 & 27, June 3 & 10, 12:30 — 3:30
p.m. in Rooms 218 & 220. Mark your Communication
slip or call the office.

JEMS Special Camp Volunteers needed
Sunday, July 1 to Saturday, July 7, Mt Herman
Special Camp. Volunteers need to help individuals
with developmental disabilities, primarily of Asian
Pacific American decent. This is comparable to a
short-term mission. No experience needed and
training will be provided. You will help a camp
counselor and you may also make a monetary
donation toward scholarships to assist campers and
volunteers. To sign up contact JEMS at:
director@jemsspecialcamp.org by April 14.

GVBC Men’s Conference
Saturday, October 13 at GVBC (replaces Men’s
Retreat)
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FINANCIAL REPORT

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, April 11 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, April 8.

GVBC’s Christian Service Scholarships
This scholarship is given as an encouragement to GVBC college students (or those who will be in college this fall) who
volunteer in Christian service. Up to $750 will be awarded to applicants. See application in the Narthex for requirements.
Application & recommendation DEADLINE is June 20.  For info contact Wendy Nakano, ext. 672, wendy@gvbc.net.

$75,000

$85,000

$95,000

$105,000

$115,000

General Fund - January

Income
received
Expenses

$1,200,000
$1,250,000
$1,300,000
$1,350,000
$1,400,000
$1,450,000
$1,500,000

Nehemiah 5 - cumulative
  thru January 2018

Straightline Goal
Received

Donations and Flowers given
in honor or loving memory

FROM TO
George & Shig Hirano 68th Wedding Anniversary

Nehemiah Bldg fund
Merrick Yoshida and

Jodie, Voltaire & Julie Rivera Mrs. Ichiko Yoshida
Ueda Memorial Fund John Matsumura

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones
support College Scholarship Fund, unless specified.

On February 16th, the GVBC Friday Food Ministry
headed out to St John’s for another outing to serve
the homeless and needy in our community. We
served chili and rice, a green salad, corn, garlic
bread, fruit cocktail w/bananas, cookies, and
punch. We had our annual visit from high school
students from Japan who joined us in service. We
also had Gardena Juvenile Justice Intervention
Program students coming out to help. What a
blessing it is to have students join us! Our praise
team was awesome and our scripture for the day
was from Mark 9:14-29. “Everything is possible for
one who believes.”

FRIDAY FOOD MINISTRY
BY GERALD MAYEWAKI
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GVBC Pastoral Staff

DOUG BROWN Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor

BRAD TOY College-age Director

MICHELLE LAW Youth Director

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator

EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Nihongo Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, MARCH 18
Pastor Doug Brown ~ Taking Turf ~ Luke 8:26-39

SUNDAY, MARCH 25/PALM SUNDAY
Both services in the Community Hall
Pastor Daniel Matsuda ~ Luke 19:28-48

SUNDAY, APRIL 1/EASTER SERVICES
8:45 & 11:00 a.m. both services in the Community Hall
Pastor Doug Brown ~ Luke 24

SUNDAY, APRIL 8
Pastor Doug Brown ~ Luke 8:40-56

SUNDAY, APRIL 15
Pastor Doug Brown ~ Luke 9: 1-9

HOLY WEEK
SUNDAY, MARCH 25

TO
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 1


