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David Uratsu, nominee for Vice Moderator on the
Board of Deacons, has attended GVBC for more
than 30 years. He is married to Edna (since 1987)
and they have three children:  Nicole (28), Ryan
(24) and Erik (20).

He has served GVBC in the High School Ministry,
the College Ministry, as Treasurer and Member-at-
Large of the Board of Deacons, on the Finance
Committee, on the Personnel Committee, in the

Men's Ministry and as a mentor and discipler of young men.

Dave is currently serving in the Men's Ministry and the College Ministry under Brad
Toy and with his wife, Edna. Professionally, he has a bachelor's degree in
Accounting, a Master's of Business Administration, and is a CPA (Certified Public
Accountant).

He currently works as a part-time chief financial officer for three main clients in the
advertising industry. He also provides financial consulting services to businesses and
individuals on a pro-bono basis.

DAVID URATSU
NOMINEE FOR VICE MODERATOR

Annual Business Meeting
Sunday, February 25

12:30 p.m.
Community Hall

We will be voting for a Vice Moderator to replace Wes
Harada (who is now our Moderator), voting on the Gen-
eral Reserve Fund distribution, appreciating outgoing
Board members, and reviewing the Annual Report.

Bring your own lunch, or purchase lunch for $5, which
includes a Giuliano’s junior torpedo sandwich and chips.
Flyers for lunch sign-ups are on the Narthex counter.
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Happy New Year!  For many, January 1 symbolizes a new beginning. It means a new start,
a clean slate, a fresh kick-off to life, and a free do-over/reset. It brings about new promises,
personal resolutions, a forgetting of mistakes over the past year, and updated goals and
vision for the next 365 days. However, as Director of the College-age Ministry, I find my
encouragement in January to the college-aged students is quite different. It isn’t based
around an idea of starting anew, but it is an exhortation to finish well.

ACADEMIC CRUISE CONTROL
For college students, the long academic calendar — which started back in August and September —
hits the midway point on January 1. The diligent and often tortuous hour-upon-hour of homework,
reading, studying, writing papers, problem solving, individual and group projects, midterms and finals
have already been taking its toll for months. After a much deserved two-week holiday break spent with
friends and family, enjoying leisure entertainment and sleeping in, it is easy to look forward to the next
vacation which looms just over the horizon, starting in June.

Students can get tempted into feeling jaded, lacking motivation, discouraged, and burnt-out by
the hard work the next academic quarter or semester will inevitably bring. Often times, this can
result in putting the students in a type of “academic cruise control” over the next few months as
they await the highly anticipated summer break. The desire to adopt a minimalist attitude
knocks at the door and tugs at the students’ hearts as they do whatever is necessary to “just
get by” and survive one last quarter or semester. My encouragement to the college students in
this season is to finish well with full effort and excellence!

SPIRITUAL CRUISE CONTROL
Unfortunately, there are many parallels to this student mindset and our everyday Christian lives. We,
too, are tempted to enter into a “spiritual cruise control” as we go about our days as professing
believers, sometimes lacking motivation to love Christ more intimately, vigilantly fight off sin, and worship
God more deeply. It is easy for us to rest on the hope we have in Christ for future reward in heaven
while sitting back with a minimalist attitude. This is the inclination of the sinful flesh we all have. And, just
as I encourage our college students to finish the academic year off well and with excellence, the Bible
calls and exhorts us to finish well in life.

In Philippians 3:7-14, Paul emphatically states he, himself has the mindset of “forgetting what is behind”
both good AND bad, and “straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for
which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” The author of Hebrews encourages his readers
to “lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus.” (Hebrews 12:1-2). Again, in
1Thessalonians 4:1, Paul exhorts the believers in Thessalonica to “excel still more” in the way they
“walk and please God.” It was at the end of his earthly life when Paul could confidently say in his
letter to Timothy, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the
faith” (2Timothy 3:7). God promises in His Word the reward for doing so is far greater, far more
joyful, far more satisfying, far outweighing anything we can ever experience in this life.

NEVER GO ON VACATION FROM GOD
As a college student, I clearly remember my discipler telling me before I went on winter break, “You will
go on vacation from school, but you never go on vacation from God.”

The mindset to place ourselves in spiritual “cruise-control” while waiting for the joys of heaven is
unintelligible to the New Testament authors. In fact, for the most part, God calls us to be content and
satisfied in just about every aspect of life including finances, hardships and difficult circumstances,
spiritual gifting, persecution, etc. But the only area of life God calls believers to be dissatisfied, is with
their level of intimacy with Christ and the level of reflecting Christ-like behavior.

This is a holy dissatisfaction all believers are called to have. This is a dissatisfaction which pleases and
honors God. Therefore, just as the encouragement to students in the college-age ministry is to finish the
academic year well, the call to all of us as believers running in the race of life is to finish well. God wants
us thundering across the finish line rather than coasting leisurely when he calls each and every one of
us home.

FINISHING WELL
FROM OUR COLLEGE-AGE MINISTRY
BY BRAD TOY, COLLEGE – AGE DIRECTOR

God wants us
thundering across
the finish line
rather than
coasting leisurely.

The desire to adopt a
minimalist attitude
knocks at the door and
tugs at the students’
hearts
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ABIDING IN THE WORD

PROFILE OF TOMMY MORSE
BY KATHY AISO

Since becoming a Christian, Tommy Morse has had a thirst for the Word. Then,
one day it dawned on him. He believed Jesus was God after attending the GVBC
high school youth group meetings for a few months.

STAYING IN THE WORD
Hearing the Gospel in youth ministry, he received the Lord. Immediately, the Holy
Spirit implanted in Tommy a hunger for studying the Bible. He began taking his
Bible with him and throughout college was reading it in the library. He has
continued to feel the importance of daily Bible reading and daily devotions. "If we
don't stay in the Bible, our own ideas start taking over in our minds instead of what
God has intended for us," Tommy shared.

GOD REDIRECTED HIS CAREER GOALS
God moved Tommy from his initial goal of becoming a nurse to becoming a long-term missionary.
Through working with the high school ministry, his part-time work at the ESL Institute in Torrance,
Sunday school teaching, ministry as a GVBC Rifu, Japan mission trip member (2013, 2014, 2015,
2017), and studying the Bible, Tommy felt called as a missionary to Japan. "I love the Japanese people,”
Tommy said, “and working with youth here at GVBC, teaching the Bible, and discipleship."

After graduating from Torrance High School in 2009, Tommy attended El Camino College where he took
Japanese. He also began attending the Nichigo Sunday morning services to learn more Japanese. He
transferred to Biola University (BU) to pursue his major and get some in-depth study of the Bible. In May
2017, he graduated from BU, receiving a B.S. in Human Biology with a minor in Biblical Studies.

TOMMY’S JOURNEY BEGINS
On March 19 of this year, Tommy departs for Yokohama, Japan with Overseas
Missionary Fellowship (OMF) for one year. He will serve at the Hongodai Christ
Church (HCC). He will teach English and lead Bible studies at the international school
at HCC for half the week. The other half of the week, he will minister with HCC's youth
evangelism and also engage in discipleship. "I am excited about my future ministry,"
he shared.

JESUS IS GOD
Born in Glendale, Tommy, his parents, and younger sister eventually moved to the South Bay. While in
middle school, Josh Amano invited Tommy and about five of his friends to the GVBC youth group
meetings. It took Tommy awhile to respond to Josh's invitation, but by high school he started attending.
During one of the worship times, he started crying, but didn't know why. This led him to continue
regularly attending the youth meetings to satisfy his curiosity about God. As time passed, he realized he
believed Jesus was God which led him to receive the Lord.

In 2012, he began serving with the youth ministry. He became a high school youth group leader, serving
under the leadership of Pastor Daniel Matsuda and recently, Layne Wakuta. Tommy learned three
important leadership aspects from Pastor Daniel which he will take to the mission field:  1) The
importance of being organized. 2)  Be proactive. 3) Be communicative.

SERVING THE LORD
A Bible verse, which spoke to Tommy recently was Romans 12:11, “. . . not lagging behind in diligence,
fervent in spirit, serving the LORD.” It reminded him, it is only through God's empowerment he is able to
serve on the mission field. "God has to be working through me for anything to be effective,” he affirmed.
“By the Holy Spirit's strength, I can do anything He’s called me to do.”

Tommy is still raising financial and prayer support as he serves in Yokohama, Japan with OMF. He will
serve from March 19, 2018 to March 2019. You can find more details on how to give financially or pray
for him in his support letter located in the GVBC Narthex. Prayerfully consider partnering with him.

Donations on Tommy’s behalf can be given through GVBC (http://www.gvbc.net/donate) or place in the
offering on Sunday mornings and designate it for Tommy Morse.

"The common theme of my
life is that I'm always studying

the Bible."
— Tommy Morse
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Board Report
By Hermann Schurr, Church Clerk

As 2017 transitioned into 2018, your Board met twice for its monthly meetings: the year-end
Board/Core dinner meeting on December 5, 2017 where newly elected Board members were
welcomed to the Board and outgoing members were thanked for their service, and the start-of
-the-year Board/Core Advance on January 20, 2018. Both meetings were joint meetings with
the Board members and Core Ministry leaders (which includes most of the pastoral staff, as
well).

REV. DR. SAM CHETTI JOINED THE DECEMBER MEETING
At the December meeting, we were blessed to hear the 2017 highlights of the different Core
Ministries as shared by the Core Ministry Leaders. Rev. Dr. Sam Chetti, who retired as
Executive Minister of the American Baptist Churches of Los Angeles, Southwest and Hawaii
(ABCOFLASH) on December 31, 2017, also visited us at the December meeting. Rev. Dr.
Chetti presented GVBC with a copy of the book Triumphs of Faith – Stories of Japanese-
American Christians During World War II which is a record of the testimonies of several
Christians living in the internment camps. Rev. Dr. Chetti also presented to GVBC, from
ABCOFLASH, an original copy of the 1942 poster “Instructions to All Persons of Japanese
Ancestry” which ordered the evacuation of anyone with Japanese ancestry to a relocation
camp. This poster was one of three which ABCOFLASH held, the other two being gifted to
Evergreen Baptist Church Los Angeles and Evergreen Baptist Church San Gabriel Valley.

THE DECEMBER MEETING
Routine business at the December meeting included review of the finances, preparing for
activities which occur at the start of 2018 (such as the Come Forward Communion and Board-
Core Advance), and addressing administrative items related to the start of the year to having
new members on the Board.

THE JANUARY MEETING
At the January meeting, extra time was set aside to allow Board members and Core Ministry
Leaders to get to know each other better. After this time, Pastor Doug led us through a series
of exercises on understanding generational differences within our GVBC body and reaching
across those generational lines. The goal is to purposefully recognize, develop and embrace
the calling, gifts, and enthusiasm of all individuals in our congregation who desire to honor
and serve the Lord.

Routine business at the January meeting included review of the finances, approval of
members to serve on the Personnel Committee, and approving a new Target Ministry:
Friends and Family Fellowship. The Friends and Family Fellowship, led by Joanne Morimoto
and Faith Ishibashi, will organize and provide opportunities for people — both from our church
family and those not yet part of our church family — to spend time together at outings and
other social activities.

CHURCH FINANCES FOR 2017
Finally, a note on the church finances for the year 2017. As was the case at the end of 2016,
we again stand amazed at the goodness and faithfulness of our Lord as manifested through
the generous and prayerful giving of our church family. Despite heading into December with a
good-sized deficit, giving to the General Fund, Nehemiah V, and Advent Conspiracy were all
significant. Preliminary numbers indicate the General Fund will end the year 2017 with a small
surplus of about $13,000. Final recommendations on how to disposition this surplus will be
made at the February Board meeting where the full 2017 financial report will be discussed.
More details will be shared at the Annual Business Meeting on Sunday February 25.

Your Board continues to thank each of you for your prayers and support!
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OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES TO
The family of Jackie Irvine (a shut-in member) who passed away on Friday, January 19. There will be no service.

To Emi Hino and family in the passing of her beloved husband, Frank Hino. The service will be at GVBC on Friday,
February 16 at 10:30 a.m.

To Perry & Faith Ishibashi in the passing of Faith’s beloved mother, May Takahashi. The service will be held on
Saturday, February 24, 10:00 a.m. at the Anaheim Free Methodist Church.

NEW BABY ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulations to Scott & Amy Kushigemachi in the birth of their second child, baby boy, John
Haruki, born Saturday, February 3. He was 7 lbs. 10 oz. and 19.3” long. Family members are big
sister Claire, grandparents Masao & Peggy Kushigemachi and Miyako Phillips, and uncle Todd
Kushigemachi.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY
Dear GVBC, This donation is in loving memory of Ernie & Ruth Ono and their dear friend Tami Hirashiki by the Ono
Family. It’s hard to believe that Ernie passed away 10 years ago in January and Ruth 5+ years. Blessings to all, Margie
Ono Jones

Gardena Valley Baptist Church, Thank you for your heartwarming expression of sympathy and words of encouragement
upon the passing of our mom, Mae Asato. Thank you for the beautiful floral spray at her memorial service. Our Mom
loved her Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and treasured the many relationships and friendships developed at GVBC.
Thank you for being an important part of her life. Donna, Carl & Family, Alan & Family

Dear GVBC Family, On behalf of my Dad & Mom, we thank you so much for the beautiful floral arrangements that
greeted both of them on their return home from transitional care. They appreciated your thoughtfulness and caring heart.
We thank you for your prayers too as they felt your love. With grateful hearts, The Boyer and Robinson Families

Dear Pastor Doug and members of GVBC, Thank you very much for your generous gift. Thank you for blessing my
retirement event with your presence. I have fond memories of our ministry together since 1976. Many years of laboring
among your college students at USC & UCLA. May our Lord continue to bless and thrive you in His Body. With gratitude,
Sam S. Chetti

FAMILY NEWS

OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEW 28:19

2018 SHORT-TERM MISSION APPLICATIONS BY LINDA HAYASHI
Applications for Thailand (January 2019) will be available in April 2018. Separate
applications for the Mexico mission trips which take place several times a year in
conjunction with Mexico Outreach Mission will be posted when available.

ELIZABETH FIGURACION, UC IRVINE NAVIGATORS
Elizabeth Figuracion is a GVBC-short-term missionary this school year who is serving

on the campus of UC Irvine with The Navigators. She is part of a staff whose focus is on
evangelism and discipleship on their college campus. She builds relationships with
students so she can share the Gospel and then helps new believers grow in their faith.

This past fall Elizabeth participated in the large Navigators Fall Conference at Forest
Home with many students coming from Southern California and Arizona campuses. She
was able to make connections with students from her campus and has continued to
disciple and be a spiritual mentor to young women.

Please pray for Elizabeth’s ministry at UC Irvine this year. She does have financial
need and is trusting for additional supporters. Donations on Elizabeth’s behalf can be
given through GVBC (http://www.gvbc.net/donate) or placed in the offering on Sunday
mornings and designated for Elizabeth Figuracion. More information on her ministry is
available at https://www.navigators.org/staff/23830765/ .
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FYI Calendar of  Events
Primetimers’ 2018 Tours
Mark your calendars. More info to follow

 March 8 (Thursday) – Taping of Wheel of Fortune
 April 17 (Tuesday) – Ronald Reagan Presidential

Library
 May 1-8 (Tuesday – Tuesday) – Canyon, Cavern &

Aliens Tour (New Mexico, Nevada & Arizona). See
more info below.

 June 5 (Tuesday) – Saddle Up Solvang
 September 18-22 (Tuesday – Saturday) – New York
 October 17 (Wednesday) – Cooking on Campus

Newcomers’ Welcome
First Sunday of the month after each worship service in
Room 113 next to the kitchen. All newcomers welcome.
Come and meet our senior pastor, Doug Brown, pastoral
staff, and Board Members.

Young Adult After-Service Fellowship
Sundays, 12:45 p.m., Room 220. Sermon discussion.
Lunch provided. Children welcome. Young Adult After-
Service Fellowship Leaders are Michelle Law & Nikki Ueda.

No Cross Training Meeting
Wednesday, February 14 Valentine’s Day.

Annual Business Meeting
Sunday, February 25, 12:30p.m. [see page 1]

Women’s Breakfast
Saturday, March 10, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., cost is $5 per
person. Speaker is Pastor Annette Kakimoto. Registration
from Sunday February 18 to March 4 after the worship
services.

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, March 10, 9:00 a.m.

Time Change
Sunday, March 11. Daylight Savings Time Begins. Spring
forward 1 hour.

City of Gardena Appreciation
Monday, March 12 to Friday, March 16

Baby Dedication
Sunday, March 18. Contact Susan Wakuta ext. 689,
susan@gvbc.net

GVBC Men’s Conference
Saturday, October 13 at GVBC (replaces Men’s Retreat)

T.V. TAPING AT SONY PICTURE STUDIOS AND
LUNCH AT

GEORGE PETRELLI’S STEAKHOUSE
THURSDAY, MARCH 8, 2018

* Afternoon Taping of “Wheel of Fortune” at Sony Picture
Studios
* Roundtrip transportation via deluxe motorcoach

This exciting day begins with a stop in Culver City for
lunch at George Petrelli’s Steak House. This restaurant
has been serving Southern California customers for more
than 40 years. After lunch, you’re off to Sony Picture
Studios where you’ll take a seat for the afternoon taping
of “Wheel of Fortune!” The show, starring Pat Sajak and
Vanna White, is the second longest running game show
in history!  Experience the thrill of television as you
become part of the studio audience to cheer on the
contestants.

~ Menu ~
Lunch at George Petrelli’s Steakhouse includes:
Each g uest’s choice of entrée:
Roast beef with roasted potatoes
Roasted chicken with rice pilaf
Fried Shrimp with rice pilaf
All entrees are servied wit:
Vegetables
Dessert
Beverage

Tour price: $112 per person. Price includes a gratuity for
the driver. Final payment is due by February 11. Sorry,
no refunds after February 11. Make checks payable to:
GVBC [Wheel in memo]

Tour departs at 11:45am GVBChurch The return time is
scheduled for 6:45pm. for further information and
reservations, please contact :

G.V.B.C. Primetimers
Richard & Keiko Imatomi
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FINANCIAL REPORT

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, March 14 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in
the Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday,
March 11.

$120,000

$140,000
$160,000
$180,000
$200,000
$220,000

General Fund - December

Income
received
Expenses

$1,300,000

$1,350,000

$1,400,000

$1,450,000

$1,500,000

General Fund - Jan-Dec 2017

Adopted
budget
Income
received
Expenses

$1,200,000
$1,250,000
$1,300,000
$1,350,000
$1,400,000
$1,450,000
$1,500,000

Nehemiah 5 - cumulative
  thru December 2017

Straightline
Goal
Received

Donations and Flowers given
in honor or loving memory

FROM TO
Joy Kobashi Nancy Kim
Diane Nagamine Richard & Gladys Tsuji

Building Fund & Japan
Jean Nojima Lyman Nojima

Building Fund
Kushigemachi Family Ayako Shiga

Building Fund
Brian & Joyce Gohata Tom & Jan Gohata
Margie Ono Jones Ernie & Ruth Ono and

Tami Hirashiki
Reiko & Harold Kobata Wes Brown

(Pastor Doug’s father)

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones
support College Scholarship Fund, unless specified.
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GVBC Pastoral Staff

DOUG BROWN Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor

BRAD TOY College-age Director

LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 682

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator

EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 11
Pastor James Chang ~ Luke 7:18-35
Help My Unbelief

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18
Pastor Doug Brown ~ Luke 7:36-50

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25
Young Adult Service

SUNDAY, MARCH 4/COMMUNION
Speaker: James Choung

SUNDAY, MARCH 11
Pastor Doug Brown ~ Luke 8:26-39


