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Wednesdays from January 24 to March 21

7:00 — 9:00 p.m

Two classes:

 Cross Training in room 218 with Pastors Doug Brown
and Annette Kakimoto

 Discovering Jesus in room 220 with Cyril Nishimoto

Equip for a lifetime skills and spiritual practices for following,
loving and sharing God.

Establish biblical foundations and truths from the Bible.

Encourage authentic spiritual transformation of your heart to
reflect more of Christ’s character through you.

Empower you to pass on what you learn and experience to
others.
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Setting Goals
By Doug Brown, Senior Pastor,

What are your goals for 2018?

Irish poet, playwright and cynic Oscar Wilde once quipped, “Good
resolutions are simply checks which men draw on a bank where they
have no account.” The skeptical nature of this quote has unfortunately
been shown to be true more often than not.

Nevertheless, we all get at least a bit reflective at the turn of a new year and are
tempted to make resolutions. Perhaps you’ve done an informal review of the past
year and had some vague thoughts about 2018?  The most helpful tool for forming
our thinking and planning for the future is the Bible. As followers of Jesus our thinking
and praying could include:

1. Our relationship with God

2. Our church family relationships

3. Our family relationships

4. Our relationships with the world

Paul’s letter to the Ephesians is instructive here. In the first two chapters of this
incredible letter, Paul describes our relationship with God. The apostle states, we are
spiritual children adopted by our heavenly Father because of the Gospel. Though
dead in our sin we are born again by grace through faith and all of this is for a
purpose. God’s long-held plan was for us to do good works thus extending the
Kingdom of God and fulfilling the reason we exist.

What practical goals will you set for 2018 in terms of deepening your relationship with
God?

Reading further into Ephesians 3 and 4, Paul widens the description of our
relationship with God to include other followers of Jesus. Our brothers and sisters in
Christ represent for us the integral relationships which must grow alongside of and
because of our relationship with Jesus. Connections within this new family must be
marked by unity because our new identity and purpose are irreversibly woven
together by the Spirit of the Church. A description of the roles and nature of this new
community is elaborated due to its complete uniqueness in the scope of human
history.

What “new thing” in ministry might God want you to embark on in 2018?

Then, in chapter 5 Paul addresses personal relationships at home lest anyone should
think we live a compartmentalized faith. Our relationship with Jesus and His people is
also reflected in how we live at home. Discipleship is comprehensive and without
borders. How a husband and wife treat each other as well as how they parent their
children is absolutely connected with our life in Christ.

What are your specific discipleship goals pertaining to your home and family in 2018?

Finally, while having touched on the topic throughout the letter, Paul speaks to our
relationship with the world in chapter 6. In this chapter, Paul employees much
aggressive language to describe both the battle and the resources we have to meet
this battle. For many, the better part of their waking hours is spent in this arena where
often it is difficult to find Christ. Yet, we are the ones who must “bring Jesus” into this
part of our world.

What specific prayers will you make and then, actions will you take to make 2018 a
year worth celebrating?

I invite you to consider how we as a church family might help you form and fulfill these
goals in 2018!

Happy New Year!

Pastor Doug

“GOOD RESOLUTIONS

ARE SIMPLY CHECKS

WHICH MEN DRAW ON A

BANK WHERE THEY

HAVE NO ACCOUNT.”
— OSCAR WILDE



affirmed. “She loves God and loves
people." They are parents to three
children, ten-year-old Isaiah, eight-year-
old Nathan, and three-year-old Jamie,
all of whom James describes as
awesome.

MOVED TO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Eventually, James and his family moved to Southern
California. In 2008, he earned his Doctor of Ministry
degree from Fuller Seminary. In 2012, he became an
ordained minister. At U.C. San Diego, he served as IV’s co
-team leader while Jinhee was enrolled in a Ph.D. program
there. Later, he became IV’s Divisional Director in charge
of overseeing all the college campus work in San Diego
County.

I LOVE MY JOB

After moving to Southern California, James became IV’s
National Director of Asian American Ministries and later,
National Director of Evangelism. Beginning in 2017, he
served as IV’s National Vice President of Strategy and
Innovation. He oversees the divisions of evangelism,
chapter planting, discipleship, chapter building, missions,
multi-ethic initiatives, ministry in digital spaces, and
campus engagement. He leads in a movement of 1,600
staff on 700 college campuses in the U.S.  "I love my job
and get to work with some of the most creative and
talented people," James acknowledged. His job takes him
all over the U.S.

AN AUTHOR AND SPEAKER

An an author, James has also written two books. True
Story, a 2008 book about evangelism and a new way to
share the Gospel. The Christian magazine Christianity
Today did an interview with James which helped the sale
of the book. In 2012, he wrote Real Life which is a book
about discipleship. He has a passion for writing and is
currently working on his third book.

In addition to speaking nationally, James has spoken
internationally. Last summer, he spoke at a conference in
Japan which 1,200 pastors and ministry leaders attended.
He is looking forward to speaking at another international
conference to pastors in Singapore this summer.

MY JOY COMES FROM THE LORD

One of James' favorite Bible verses, Nehemiah 8:10,
reminds him of his joy, which radiates throughout his life,
comes from the Lord. An abundant joy, he is able to give it
away to others as well.  "The joy of the Lord is my
strength."

Knowing God is the provider of his joy, James stays
humble, grounded, and continually joyful in the Lord.
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NEVER ENDING JOY

PROFILE OF JAMES CHOUNG
BY KATHY AISO

"Joy is a big part of my life. The Lord has given me a
lot of joy to give others." — James Choung

 James Choung radiates joy. With decades of ministry in
different positions at InterVarsity Fellowship (IV), fellow co-
workers, friends, and family have affirmed James' joy time-
and-time again. Rev. Dr. James Choung has been
engaged in ministry with IV, beginning in his college days
at M.I.T.

Born in Chicago, James and his family moved to Seattle,
when he was five. He grew up in a strong Christian home
with his parents, Peter & Linda Choung, and his younger
brother, Gerald. They attended the Korean Immigrant,
suburban Church in Seattle. His parents were basically
refugees from North Korea who were able to escape to
South Korea. Eventually, they immigrated to the U.S.

A SERIOUS COMMENTMENT TO FOLLOW CHRIST

During James’s freshman year, he made a serious
commitment to follow Christ at a Christian retreat. At the
Seattle-area retreat, God spoke to him saying "You've
been far from me."  God's words convicted him to put God
first in his life. He then recommitted his life to Christ.

During his sophomore year, he started a Bible study in his
multiethnic fraternity as a newly-committed Christian. He
was the only Christian in the house. God blessed it: by the
time he graduated, one third of the fraternity had become
Christians.

SET HIS SIGHTS ON SEMINARY

Although James started out as an electrical engineering
major (following his dad’s educational path), when he
received his call to ministry, he changed his major. He
wanted a major which would more closely tie in with the
seminary education he set his sights on, following
graduation. With this goal, James graduated from M.I.T.
with a Bachelor of Science in Management Science in
1995.

Following graduation, he became a seminary student at
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in Boston. During
this time, he also served as a team leader for IV at MIT,
was a church planter, and worked part-time for a year as a
cashier for Banana Republic. After graduating from
seminary in June 1999, he took a leave of absence and
served as pastoral intern for six months at a megachurch,
Onnuri Community Church (OCC). OCC was one of the
most influential churches in South Korea. He served in
youth, college and expat ministries, and the youth group
grew from 250 to 450 students during his internship.

MEETING JINHEE, HIS FUTURE WIFE

It was also at OCC when James met his future wife,
Jinhee, an investment banker at the time. They
immediately hit it off and within six months were engaged.
In October 2000, he and Jinhee were married in Lexington
(near Boston).  "Jinhee is strong and joyful,” James
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2018 SHORT-TERM MISSION APPLICATIONS BY LINDA HAYASHI
Applications for Brazil (June 2018) and Japan (July 2018) short-term mission teams are now available in the Narthex
and online at http://www.gvbc.net/ministries. DEADLINE for Brazil and Japan is Sunday, February 4. Applications for
Thailand (January 2019) will be available in April 2018. Separate applications for the Mexico mission trips which take
place several times a year in conjunction with Mexico Outreach Mission will be posted when available.

TOMMY DYO, CAMPUS CRUSADE FOR CHRIST
"I am fatigued but exhilarated . . . it has been a great year!" writes Tommy. Between Tommy,

and his wife, Melissa, it has been balancing travels, speaking engagements, and raising their
two children. On a recent trip to San Francisco, Psalm 46 came to Tommy's mind as he
reflected on God's graciousness and nearness in the midst of challenging times.

In early October, Tommy led an excursion with several members of Grace First Presbyterian
Church in Long Beach with their new pastor to the Japanese American Museum in Little Tokyo.
Unique to this tour was the specific history of L.A. Union Church and Japanese Presbyterian
history. An EPIC alumni, Jenni Kuga released a documentary about Union Church which
features Tommy in three segments.

In late October, Tommy brought and joined several U.S. executives and business leaders to speak on several
prominent campuses in East Asia. Although security was high, the executives, leaders, and Tommy were able to lecture
and meet with hundreds of students. Derek Huang and Tommy led one graduate student to Christ. While Tommy was in
East Asia, Melissa was the main speaker for the Southern Cal. EPIC Movement Fall Retreat.

About a week after returning from East Asia, Tommy went to Orlando, FL. to welcome the 7th Cohort of CRU'S Senior
Leadership Initiative. Tommy spent much of the time presenting material to increase CRU's cultural competency and
coaching emerging leaders who represent the new generation of future executive CRU leaders.

"Please know that I am extremely thankful for your prayers and financial partnership!  I could not serve in ministry
without your support!!!" writes Tommy. In order to be at full support, Tommy needs to raise an additional $1,400 a month.

JIM & LETA VAN METER, PARCLET MISSION GROUP, COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO
"Dear GVBC, we are so grateful for the 30 years you cared for and supported us in prayer and

finances. Thank you so much. We hope that you will continue to pray for us.  We were so blessed
to be a part of the GVBC family," write Jim and Leta.

When the Van Meters began their missionary journey in Indonesia, little did they know
Indonesia would not be a stopping point, but would prepare them for the next phase of their
ministry. The Van Meters spent 10 years in Indonesia, ministering alongside Indonesian pastors
and their wives. The pastors and their wives also shepherded the Van Meters. The Van Meters'

years in Indonesia prepared them for their next six years of ministry in the Philippines. The Van Meters teamed up with
Dr. Met Castillo and they passed on what they had learned in Indonesia to the Philippines. They encouraged Filipino
Christians to begin sending out their own missionaries in response to God's call to disciple other nations. This strategic
ministry initiative resulted with thousands of Filipinos now serving around the world.

For the past 20+ years, the Lord used the Van Meters to minister pastorally to the global missions community. They
are a source of encouragement as they tend to the care of the missionary's soul. "It is our replenished and restored soul
that will impact our family and draw the nations to the Savior," the Van Meters affirm. The Van Meters and their ministry
are headquartered in Colorado Springs.

FREN & JANE TANAKA,CHILD EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP (CEF), JAPAN
CEF of Japan, as well as other Christian organizations or even individuals, held Christmas parties in

various parts of Japan in December. The Christmas story was presented at each party with an invitation
at the end for the children to receive the Lord. It was impossible for some of the children, who were invited
to come, because parents and other relatives set up barriers to block their children's attendance.

On December 12, Fred gave the worship service message in Saitama Prefecture. It was at the church
where one of the CEF of Japan is a board member. Masaki Konno, CEF of Japan Board Chairman, also
gave a CEF of Japan promotion.

In addition to praying for their ministry in Japan, please pray for Fred and Jane's health issues. About six years ago,
Fred had surgery to relieve him of pain from the abnormal growth of the scar which resulted from right hip joint surgery.
Jane describes the abnormal growth looking like a giant slug. Fred has no pain at present, but is dealing with slight pain
in his left leg (which is a mystery). In December, Fred saw the doctor twice — to have his stitches removed and on
another date to have some radiation treatment on the scar. Jane has issues with her mouth and has had laser treatment.

OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEW 28:19
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WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulation to Kei & Aubrey [Kaneshiro] Nishikawa who were married at GVBC on Saturday, January 6. Pastor
Daniel Matsuda officiated. Kei’s sisters Lynn and Mai welcome a new sister and Aubrey’s proud family, parents Curtis &
Naomi Kaneshiro and sister Lauren Kaneshiro welcome a new son and brother-in-law.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY
Dear Gardena Valley Baptist church,

On behalf of the 2017 Helping Hands Committee, we would like to thank you for your recent donation and making so
many families holiday bigger and brighter!  Your generous donation of $500 [from our LOVE Fund] helped put toys under
the tree and gifted food vouchers for families to celebrate the holiday season. Your willingness to donate and participate
in the Helping Hand’s Program helped our children and families living in Gardena.

We served 317 families (1,192 individuals) and 451 children (ages 0-12) this Christmas!  The best part was watching the
children's faces light up when our local firefighters handed out toys and they got to take a picture with Santa. The
children and parents expressed their gratitude and excitement for the toys, books, and sports equipment they received!

We couldn’t have had such a successful toy and food drive without your donation. Thank you for making this year a
memorable one for our residents of Gardena and the community. Looking forward to 2018. Happy New Year!

With Gratitude,

Jaclyn Coppa, MSW, Community Service Counselor, Human Services Department and Kelly Fujio, Director, Recreation,
Human Services, Parks & Facilities Department

FAMILY NEWS

David Uratsu, nominee for Vice Moderator on the Board of Deacons,
has attended GVBC for more than 30 years. He is married to Edna
(since 1987) and they have three children:  Nicole (28), Ryan (24)
and Erik (20).

He has served GVBC in the High School Ministry, the College
Ministry, as Treasurer and Member-at-Large of the Board of
Deacons, on the Finance Committee, on the Personnel Committee,
in the Men's Ministry and as a mentor and discipler of young men.

Dave currently is working in the Men's Ministry and the College
Ministry under Brad Toy and with his wife, Edna. Professionally, he
has a bachelor's degree in Accounting, a Master's of Business
Administration, and is a CPA (Certified Public Accountant).

He currently works as a part-time CFO (Chief Financial Officer) for
three main clients in the advertising industry. He also provides
financial consulting services to businesses and individuals on a pro-
bono basis.

DAVID URATSU NOMINEE

FOR VICE MODERATOR
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FYI Calendar of  Events

Primetimers’ 2018 Tours
Mark your calendars. More info to follow

 March 8 (Thursday) – Taping of Wheel of Fortune
 April 17 (Tuesday) – Ronald Reagan Presidential

Library
 May 1-8 (Tuesday – Tuesday) – Canyon, Cavern &

Aliens Tour (New Mexico, Nevada & Arizona). See
more info below.

 June 5 (Tuesday) – Saddle Up Solvang
 September 18-22 (Tuesday – Saturday) – New York
 October 17 (Wednesday) – Cooking on Campus

Primetimers’ New Mexico, Nevada, &
Arizona Highlights:
• Guided tram tour through Zion National Park

• Experience Carlsbad Caverns, including the famous

Bat Flight at Dusk

• Visit the UFO Museum in Roswell, New Mexico

• Tour spectacular Peek-A-Boo Slot Canyon aboard
guided SUVs

• Sunset ride aboard the Sandia Peak Tramway with
dinner at the top of the tram

• A full day of touring in Santa Fe, New Mexico, including
the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum, the Cathedral Basilica of
St. Francis and San Miguel Mission

• Chuckwagon cookout at the Little Hollywood Movie Set
Museum

• Spend a night in Las Vegas

• Visit Tombstone including a guided tour of the
Courthouse

Double: $2,230 per person

Single: $2,705 per person

Tour includes all gratuities for the driver and tour
director.

Final payment is due by March 18, 2018.
No refunds after March 18, 2018.

Make checks payable to: GVBC

Tour departs at 9:00am from the New Gardena Hotel at
1641 W. Redondo Beach Boulevard in Gardena.

The return time is scheduled for 6:30pm.

Newcomers’ Welcome
Sunday, January 14 after each worship service in Room
113 next to the kitchen. All newcomers welcome. Come
and meet our senior pastor, Doug Brown, pastoral staff,
and Board Members.

Young Adult After-Service Fellowship
Sundays, 12:45 p.m., Room 220. Sermon discussion.
Lunch provided. Young Adult After-Service Fellowship
Leaders are Michelle Law & Nikki Ueda.

Youth Winter Camp
Friday, February 2 to Sunday, February 4, Oak Glenn

Women’s Breakfast
Saturday, February 24. Speaker is Pastor Annette
Kakimoto. More info to follow.

Annual Business Meeting
Sunday, February 25, 12:30p.m.

GVBC Men’s Conference
Saturday, October 13 at GVBC (replaces Men’s Retreat)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

2018 OFFERING ENVELOPES

2018 offering envelopes are available for pick up
Please save us postage by remembering to pick up your numbered
offering envelopes, available in the Narthex. If you would like a
numbered box, please contact Wendy Nakano in the church office,
ext. 672 or email her at: wendy@gvbc.net.

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, February 7 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available
in the Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday,
February 4.

SAVE THE DATES
Speakers are:  Pastor Ron Matsuda and
Pastor Doug & Sue Brown

Whether you are single, dating, engaged, recently married, or married for decades, I would like to invite you to join us for
GVBC's 3rd Annual Marriage Conference, "Healthy Root, Healthy Fruit."  We all want to experience the "healthy fruit" of
marriage — love and respect, good communication, effective conflict resolution, and deeper connection with one
another. But a branch can't bear healthy fruit unless it has a "healthy root."  Only when we are firmly rooted in our true
identity in Christ can we begin to taste the healthy fruit of marriage!
Here are some of the conference details:

Time:  Friday, February 9, 7:00-9:00pm and Saturday, February 10, 8:00-3:00pm
Place:  GVBC Main Sanctuary & Community Hall
Full conference:  $45 per couple or $30 per individual (includes lunch on Saturday)
Friday only:  $15 per couple or $10 per individual
Scholarships available if needed
Deadline: Sunday, February 4
Main session speakers: Pastor Ron Matsuda (2 messages), Pastor Doug Brown & his wife Sue (1 message)
Lunch on Saturday will have a surprise theme (last year's lunch theme was "picnic").
Childcare will be offered on both Friday and Saturday.

Registration forms available online, in the Narthex, and in the office.
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GVBC Pastoral Staff

DOUG BROWN Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor

BRAD TOY College-age Director

LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 682

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator

EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, JANUARY 14
Pastor Doug Brown ~ Luke 6:12-26

SUNDAY, JANUARY 21
Pastor Doug Brown ~ Luke 6:27-36

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28
Pastor Doug Brown ~ Luke 6: 37-49


