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FISH AND FAITH
BY PASTOR DANIEL MATSUDA

Two men went fishing. One man was an experienced fisherman, the other wasn’t.
Every time the experienced fisherman caught a big fish, he put it in his ice chest
to keep it fresh. Whenever the inexperienced fisherman caught a big fish, he
threw it back. The experienced fisherman watched this go on all day and finally
got tired of seeing this man waste good fish. “Why do you keep throwing back all
the big fish you catch?” he asked. The inexperienced fisherman replied, “I only
have a small frying pan.”

Sometimes, like this fisherman, we throw back the big plans, big dreams, big
opportunities God gives us. Instead of responding with big faith, how easy it is for
us to be paralyzed by past tradition, present circumstances, and future
uncertainties!  We laugh at the fisherman who didn’t figure out all he needed was
a bigger frying pan, but how ready are we to increase the size of our faith?

When Pastor Steve officially retired at the end of January, he graciously chose to
stay on as a part-time Executive Pastor until the end of June to help with the
transition. I think a good number of us didn't have the confidence that we'd find a
new senior pastor by the end of June, especially given that other churches have
sometimes taken a year or more to identify their next senior pastor. I myself was
pretty sure we'd need to go with an interim pastor, just like we did for several
years before we hired Pastor Steve. Turns out my frying pan was too small.

This past Sunday we heard amazing news — we have a senior pastor candidate!
Through a series of amazing circumstances, God led the Pastoral Search
Committee to Pastor Doug Brown and each member of this committee has come
to firmly believe Pastor Doug will be the right fit as the next senior pastor of
GVBC. Last Tuesday, our church Board unanimously decided to recommend
Pastor Doug to the GVBC congregation. During the week of April 23-30, Pastor
Doug will be spending a lot of time here at GVBC to meet us, to answer our
questions, and to show us his heart for ministry. On Sunday, April 30, Pastor
Doug will preach in both English services and give a short devotional in Nichigo.
Immediately following the services, voting members at a Special Church Business
Meeting at 12:30 p.m. will then have an opportunity to decide whether Pastor
Brown is to be called as GVBC's next senior pastor.

Whatever happens in the coming weeks will involve uncertainty and change. It's in
these times our concerns and fears find their way to the surface. Like me, you
may find your frying pan of faith is still quite small. It's quite a challenge for us to
seek God’s direction and trust His leading, regardless of whether all of our
questions are answered or all our fears are allayed. We need to keep in mind that
faith is not being confident in our knowledge or control over a situation, but rather
placing our confidence in God’s knowledge and control.

We need to start with prayer. So, the Sunday after Easter, we'll be starting a 6-
week sermon series on prayer. We'll walk through the Lord's prayer and see what
it means to grow our faith during this season of change. It's time for a bigger frying
pan!

With confidence in Christ,
Daniel Matsuda
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SPECIAL CHURCH BUSINESS MEETING

Special Church Business Meeting
On the Calling of a Senior Pastor

The Pastoral Search Committee and the Board of Deacons have approved to recommend to the congregation Pastor
Doug Brown to be GVBC’s next senior pastor. We are holding a Special Church Business Meeting for members of
GVBC to approve Pastor Brown’s calling:

GVBC’s community hall
Sunday, April 30 at 12:30 PM

According to GVBC’s Constitution, a quorum of 25% voting members, and a 2/3 majority is required for Pastor Brown to
become GVBC’s next senior pastor.

Business Meeting Lunch Sign ups

For this meeting, you can bring your own lunch, or purchase a salmon/chicken bento from California Rice Kitchen for $7.
Deadline to order your bento is Sunday, April 23. See Jan in the narthex after 1st service or before 2nd service to sign
up and pay.

Biographical Sketch of Pastor Doug Brown
Coming from a rich heritage of ministers and missionaries, the son and grandson of American
Baptist missionaries, Pastor Doug was raised in Belgium, the Democratic Republic of Congo and
Israel. This legacy of being raised in multiple cultures and languages has gifted him to serve Christ
in diverse, cross-cultural contexts. His eight years in Israel were spent doing undergraduate and
graduate work at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, and he later served as the Academic Dean of
a Bible College in Tel Aviv.

His years in the United States were spent completing graduate work at Fuller Seminary and later
teaching at Azusa Pacific University. Pastor Doug also spent 14 years leading two churches in
Southern California that were active in church planting and mission efforts. It was during his last
pastorate in California that Pastor Doug responded to a call to serve at an international church in

Nairobi, Kenya. In addition to his pastoral duties, Pastor Doug launched a leadership training program that now functions
in two African nations, as well as initiating a microfinance/business training program as a means of alleviating poverty.
The Browns returned to California in 2016 where they currently serve with American Baptist Churches.

Doug is married to Sue and they enjoy serving Christ through His church. Sue has a bookkeeping/accounting business
and has served churches through various administrative roles, facilitating finance courses and discipleship programs.
The Browns are the parents of four children, and have seven grandchildren with number eight on the way.

Meet and Greet Town Hall Meeting/Potluck
Saturday, April 29, 4:30—7:30, GVBC community hall

Come meet Pastor Doug and Sue Brown. He will be sharing his personal testimony, how God called him to GVBC, and
you will have the opportunity to ask questions. Please bring a main dish AND a side dish/dessert. Singles can bring a
main dish OR side dish/dessert, OR pay $5. Deadline to pay is Sunday, April 23. See Jan in the narthex after 1st service
or before 2nd service to sign up and pay.
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HIS LOVE NEVER FAILS
PROFILE OF KRISTEN DRESSER
“FOR THE LORD IS GOOD. HIS UNFAILING LOVE CONTINUES FOREVER.” — PSALM 100:5 (NLT)

God’s unfailing love and unparalleled grace brought
healing, hope, and renewal to Kristen Dresser.

FROM THE OUTSIDE LOOKING IN
Kristen grew up in a Christian home under the
provision and guidance of her believing parents,
William and Violet Dresser. She is the eldest
daughter and the second of her parent’s three
children. From the outside looking in, she had all
the reason and support in the world to cultivate a
healthy love and relationship with the Lord.
However, at age 18, feelings of doubt and uncertainty,
which were left unaddressed, started to surface. Though
she attended church regularly throughout her childhood
and adolescence, she never truly understood or followed
Jesus until the age of 20.

DECISION:  I’M LEAVING THE CHRISTIAN FAITH
Kristen distinctly recalls the moment she decided to leave
the Christian faith. She was listening to a message on
Friday night at GVBC’s youth group on Revelation 3:16 on
the lukewarm Christian. Feeling as though her faith was
neither hot nor cold, she singularly made the decision to
disassociate herself from the Christian faith and to turn
away from the grace God had given her. She had stopped
going to church and sought happiness and fulfillment in the
things of this world. From this point on, nothing was off
limits.

Kristen began living in the world and chose things she
thought would make her happy. She engaged in a lifestyle
which included excessive drinking, smoking, and drugs on
the weekends while battling self-image issues with bulimia.
She remembers the drinking got so bad, it reached the
point where she drank so much she needed the aid of her
brother to get back home. The picture of her brother
carrying her into the house — to her parents’ dismay — still
stays with her to this day. It’s a reminder of how, when
selfishness and sin take root in our hearts, we not only
affect and destroy ourselves, but we do so to the others we
love.

That night, a huge fight ensued between her father and
brother over what exactly happened to her. Some
misunderstandings led to anger; anger led to yelling; and
yelling led to a broken and beaten-down family. When
Kristen awoke the next day she knew, although her self-
esteem had gotten so low because she didn’t care about
herself, she had to make changes for her family.

HER PAST LED TO HER FUTURE
A little while later, God used someone from Kristen’s past
to redirect her to Himself. This person was her now-fiancé,
Kyle York. Kyle was a friend and leader first before
anything else. He was a good listener, but he was also
someone who genuinely had care and concern for people.
Kyle heard about the night through a mutual friend and
connected with Kristen shortly after. After meeting with her,
Kyle did something for her which she’ll never forget. He

prayed for her. She remembers this prayer stood
out so much to her because it was the first time a
guy had done something so loving for her and didn’t
expect anything in return.

From there, Kyle and Kristen continued to talk. God
was using Kyle to show her what she wanted in her
life. She wanted peace. She wanted selflessness.
She wanted a relationship with the Lord again.

BROKEN AND NEEDING CHRIST
It was a gradual process of returning to the Lord, as Kristen
pondered and sought out answers about her faith over the
ensuing months. At age 20, she wisely realized for the first
time, she was broken and needed Christ as her redeemer
and Savior. She stopped hanging around her friends whose
only social motivation was to go out and drink. It was an
answer to her parents’ prayers. In seeking the Lord, she
began attending the GVBC college group. Under Assistant
Pastor Chris Koga’s preaching, Bible study with Kyle and
later participation in a community group, one-on-one
meetings with Edna Uratsu, and worship service, Kristen
began further growing in the Lord.

On her 21st birthday, she served as a counselor during
camp at Alpine. “It was a wonderful way to celebrate my
21st birthday,” Kristen shared, “being at Alpine serving the
Lord and being with other Christians.” She reflected on
what a sharp contrast Alpine was with her former partying
lifestyle. The partying was empty while serving the Lord
was richly fulfilling.

SHARING HER EXPERIENCES AT RIFU, JAPAN
This past summer, Kristen was part of the Rifu, Japan short
-term mission team. She shared her testimony in Rifu
Church, relating from personal experience how she found
the ways of the world temporal and unsatisfying. She also
affirmed that a personal and growing relationship with the
Lord was the answer to a fulfilled life. Her bold and honest
testimony, which included her alternative lifestyle, captured
the attention and hearts of those who heard it.

HER FUTURE PLANNED BY GOD
Last year, she took care of her late paternal grandmother,
Dorothy Dresser, during the last two months of her life. She
gained inspiration for taking care of Dorothy after seeing
how her aunt Daisy Kato retired early from work to take
care of both Kristen’s maternal grandparents for a number
of years. God blessed her for her dedication and duty to
her grandmother. After Dorothy went home to the Lord,
God provided her with her first career job about a month
later.

Kristen and Kyle look forward to getting married in the
coming year. Both work in the health care field. After
receiving her B.S. in Health Care Administration from
California State University, Long Beach in May 2016 and
taking care of her grandmother, Dorothy, she then went to

4)
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OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEW 28:19

MISSIONS OUTREACH TO MEXICO (M.O.M.)
Requirements: A valid passport is mandatory. Spanish speaking is not mandatory but helpful. A smile goes a long way.
Must have a flexible attitude as things on the mission field often change without notice; a willing heart to serve the Lord in
an international setting; a clear criminal record; be 18 years or older, however, if under 18 years, must be accompanied
by one parent. Must have a signed consent for each trip (you will receive this in an email before departure after
registering).

Future mission trip opportunities:
 Saturday, May 27 to Sunday, May 28 — 2-day trip to San Telmo and Ensenada Jail, cost $130.
 Saturday, October 14 — 1-day trip to Tijuana, cost is $40.
 Friday, December 15 to Sunday, December 17, Christmas Outreach, 3-day trip to San Telmo and Ensenada Jail,

cost is $150.
Cost: Make checks payable to Bread of Life Church. Cost covers roundtrip bus transportation to Mexico and some meals
during the trip. Scholarships, depending upon need, are available through an application to the GVBC Missions
Committee.
First timers:  It’s advisable to attend the orientation meeting (date/location will be emailed prior to each trip); and to
speak with someone who has gone on the Mexico missions trip for helpful tips.
For more info, contact Sanaye Nagami via the church office. Registration forms and information available on the Narthex
Counter.

BOB & TERESA MATSUSHIMA’S SHORT-TERM MISSION TO JAPAN
Teresa wrote from her blog:

“We leave Sunday [March 26]. We are actually feeling very apprehensive. Looking
forward to traveling the first three weeks — up-and-down Japan from Nagasaki to
Sendai/Rifu. Then, two months at J Lodge [a café in Kanagawa, Japan] working with
David and Yuka Mills, JEMS missionaries. Not sure how it will go. Or maybe, how we
will go/be. Will we be able to interact with the college students [at the Tokai University]?
Will we represent Christ well?  Will I be able to make an excellent cup of joe [providing
conversational English and coffee to the students at J Lodge]?  But we go because we
are called to go. Christ will be with us and that is enough. We also go hopeful and excited. Don’t expect too many posts
until after April 18. That is when we start at J Lodge. Then, please visit this [blog] site often [at https://
matsushimablog.wordpress.com]. We covet your prayers. Thank you, Bob and Teresa”

KEN & DIANE KUDO, OVERSEAS CRUSADES SEPAL SAO PAULO, BRAZIL
In the March newsletter, there is a photo of Ken holding his newest grandchild. The fifth
grandchild, Ethan Masaaki Jinyong Kudo was born in December. The Kudos feel blessed
with Ethan’s safe arrival. “There are many blessings — indeed multi-fold blessings,” Ken
wrote, “to remind Diane and me of the following:
1) The Lord Jesus transported us from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light.
2) His mercy is renewed every day and from generation to generation (Ethan is a sign of

his grace and mercy.”
3) His blessing is for the chosen ones to come to the foot of the Cross of Christ Jesus.

They need the Gospel INCARNATE (missionaries).”
The entire Kudo Clan — composed of daughter, Kimi, and her family, son, Kevan and his
family — and the Kudos themselves praise God for His promises which are unfailing.

work a month later for Advanced Orthopedic Solutions
(AOS) — a medical device manufacturing company in
Torrance. Through a recruiter, she learned about the job.
Little did she know when she heard about AOS that it was
located across the street from where her dad worked.

TRIBULATIONS BRINGS PERSEVERANCE
Kristen identifies with one of her favorite Bible passages,
Romans 5:1-5:

“Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ through whom

(Profile of Kristen Dresser 3) also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this
grace in which we stand, and we exult in hope of the
glory of God. And not only this, but we also exult in our
tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about
perseverance; and perseverance proven character, and
proved character, hope; and hope does not disappoint,
because the love of God has been poured out within our
hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”

“This passage reflects a lot of my testimony and where I
was,” Kristen shared. With the Lord, He has given Kristen
hope in knowing what she terms as her “depravity and sins”
are forgiven and paid for.
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES TO THOSE WHO HAVE LOST LOVED ONE
Chris Bishop and family in the passing of his grandmother who passed away on Monday, March 27. Chris asks prayer for
his mom and family through this desperate time.

Florence Hayashi and family in the passing of her father who passed away on Sunday, April 2. There will be a private
family service.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY
Dear Pastors Steve, Daniel, James, Annette, Layne, and Staff and the entire family of GVBC, Thank you, church body,
for the beautiful wreath for James’ Celebration of Life service. Thank you to Pastor Steve for your words of comfort. I
believe your message was a real testimony of God’s love and faithfulness. There was such an outpouring of love
expressed by our GVBC family. We believe God has used His children to pour out His love and support to fill our hearts.
We have also felt God’s gentle spirit through His peace that surpasses all understanding and His presence in our lives.
Thank you so much for all your loving support, prayers, meals, cards, and email messages that were sent to James and
me. Our family has been sustained by your generosity and TLC and has been deeply moved by your compassion. James
is now in the loving care and arms of our Lord Jesus Christ which gives us such reassurance and peace. God has filed
our hearts with hope “until we meet again” and our joy is truly complete in Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. Sincerely, Yuri Ogawa and family

Dear GVBC family, Thank you for the beautiful spring bouquet flowers, prayers and concerns. Physical therapy is next.
Gratefully, Sawako Imatomi

Dear GVBC, On behalf of the Gardena Human Services Food Pantry, we would like to thank you for your generous
March 2017 donation of $500 [from our LOVE fund] along with 18 bags and 8 boxes of food. Your continued generosity
will enable us to provide food and other goods to needy Gardena residents this year. Thank you for your support and
assistance in helping the needy in our community. Sincerely, Kelly Fujio, Director, by Katherine Kaskanyan

CONGRATULATIONS TO
Our GVBCer and new City of Gardena Councilman Rodney Tanaka [pictured below]!  Rodney won the election on March
7 and was sworn in on Tuesday, March 28. Rodney was also pictured in the Thursday, March 30, 2017 Gardena Valley
News on the front page along with newly elected mayor Tasha Cerda and councilman Art Kaskanian. The article was
titled: Tasha Cerda is New Gardena Mayor: Tanaka and Kaskanian claim open council seats. Congratulations Rodney!

Rodney is second from left
STEPPING DOWN FROM GVBC STAFF

Dear Sisters and Brothers of GVBC,

After a substantial amount of prayer, seeking Christ-centered counsel, thinking, and at times, laboring over
what I believe is God’s calling, I have stepped down as GVBC staff (but continue as a member). Know my
heart overflows with appreciation for the support this church has expressed as I complete my Masters in
Divinity at Fuller Theological Seminary. A special word of thanks to Pastor Steve Langley and Pastor James
Chang for their guidance throughout this journey.

Even though I am departing from the staff role, I will continue with the MAHALO (Mercy, Affirmation, Healing,
Accountability, Love, and Overcoming) ministry which includes the support group, crisis intervention, referrals
and linkage, training, and technical assistance. Please contact me any time through the church office or

dianeuji@gmail.com.

I submit this with humility and great gratitude, keeping GVBC in daily prayers. May courageous and fierce grace grow in
new and profound ways.

Just Love,
Diane Ujiiye



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR
EASTER DECORATING
Saturday, April 15, 8:00 a.m. Help us decorate our campus
with beautiful Easter flowers. Come when you can, leave
when you must.

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, April 17 after the Easter service

DISCOVERING JESUS CLASS
Sundays, April 23-June 18, 10:45 a.m. to 12 noon, Room
214. Come and meet Jesus in a way you’ve never met Him
before. Through the re-imagined stories of people from the
Bible who met Him for the first time, you can get to know
Jesus and be changed by Him forever. Sign up at the Guest
Center or contact Cindy Matsuda at via the office or by
email: hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com.

MEET AND GREET TOWN HALL MEETING/POTLUCK
Saturday, April 29, 4:30—7:30, GVBC Community Hall.
[See article on page 2]

SPECIAL CHURCH BUSINESS MEETING
Sunday, April 30, 12:30 p.m., Community Hall. [See article
on page 2]

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
Thursday, May 4. More info to follow.

MOTHER’S DAY
Sunday, May 14

OFFICE CLOSED MEMORIAL DAY
Monday, May 29

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Monday, July 10 to Friday, July 14. Our VBS theme this
year is “Hero Central: Discover Your Strength in God.” Our
all-volunteer meeting will be held on Sunday, June 11. VBS
set-up will be on Sunday, July 9. Registration begins
Sunday, May 21.

GVBC PRIMETIMERS’ TOURS
Note: The Primetimers’ Tours are for all adults, not just for
seniors
 New Nixon Library:

Thursday, June 15, departing at 10:30 a.m., return
approximately 5:00 p.m., [NOTE price change] $117
per person includes:  bus ride (with gratuity for the bus
driver); guided tour of the Nixon Library & lunch at the
Knott’s Chicken Dinner Restaurant. The library has been
closed for a year while undergoing an 15 million dollar
renovation. Everything is new with interactive displays
and upgraded technology. Also, you can step aboard
Marine One, the presidential helicopter for Presidents
Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, and Ford. DEADLINE: Final
payment due on May 21.

 “THE SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS”:
Thursday, December 7, departing at 10:00 a.m., returns
approx. 5:00 p.m., $134 per person includes motorcoach
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transportation, a sit-down, served lunch, the show,
gratuity for your servers. The Candlelight Pavilion in
Claremont blends the elegance of décor and dinning
with the excitement of professional music production of
“Sounds of Christmas.” DEADLINE: Final payment is
due November 5. No refunds after final payment is
made.

To make reservations, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi
after the worship services or through the church office.
Make checks out to GVBC with your trip title in subject
line.

SAVE THE DATE

Pastor Steve will be leading a 10-day tour of Germany &
the Holy Land with Rev. Sam Chetti through JEMS from
Monday, October 8 to Sunday, October 21. Full tour is
$4,995 per person. Most lunches & dinners included.

If you want to go to just Germany, it’s from Monday,
October 8 to Friday, October 12.

If you want to go to just the Holy Land it is from Monday,
October 12 to Sunday, October 21. Price is $3,650.

Registration and payment to be announced.
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, April 26 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, April 23.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Ordination Ceremony
You are invited to attend the ordination of

Brian H. Lo
Saturday, April 22

3:00 p.m.
Sanctuary

Light refreshments following
Come join in this wonderful time of celebrating Brian’s calling.

Business-formal attire recommended.

WE NEED FINGER FOODS FOR EASTER
We need finger foods such as fruit, cookies, desserts, sandwiches, Spam
musubi, salty snacks, etc. for both of our Easter Sunday Services on April 16.
Please bring your food to the kitchen by 8:00 a.m. or 10:00 a.m. Thank you so
much.

Car Donations
Want to donate your car to GVBC?  Call Harold’s Car Donation Service, Inc. at 800-310-5274.

More info at http://howtodonateacarincalifornia.com/

Tell them you want to donate the proceeds to Gardena Valley Baptist Church. They will pick
up your car for free, too!  Questions?  Call Wendy, ext. 672 at the church office.

GVBC’s Christian Service Scholarships
This scholarship is given as an encouragement to GVBC college students (or those who
will be in college this fall) who volunteer in Christian service. Up to $750 will be awarded
to applicants. See application in the Narthex for requirements. Application &
recommendation DEADLINE is June 20, no exceptions. For info contact Wendy
Nakano, ext. 672, wendy@gvbc.net.
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GVBC Pastoral Staff

STEVE LANGLEY EXECUTIVE Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor

BRAD TOY College-age Director

LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator

EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator

LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 14
7:00 — 8:30 p.m., Sanctuary
Brad Toy and Lee Matsunami:  Jesus Forgives Me

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 16
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Both services in the Community Hall
Featuring GVBC’s Children’s Choir
Pastor Daniel Matsuda: Jesus Makes Me New

SUNDAY, APRIL 23
New sermon series starts on Prayer
Pastor James Chang ~ In the Secret

SUNDAY, APRIL 30
Pastor Doug Brown


