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Advent Conspiracy

We will be collecting this offering on
Sunday morning, December 24

Both worship services

CHRISTMAS SUNDAY SERVICES
December 24,

8:45 AM & 10:45 AM
Pastor Doug Brown

Do You Hear What I Hear?
Hearing in Motion

Luke 2:8-20

Special snacks after each worship service

CHRISTMAS EVE

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
Sunday, December 24

One service at 6:00 p.m.
Community Hal

Includes a children’s Christmas story

What was the Lord saying to you through your life’s situations, relationships and
experiences in 2017?  Before you leap into 2018, come review 2017 at…

A YEAR-END REFLECTION RETREAT

Sunday, December 31, 2017 — 12:15 — 3:30 PM in Room 218
Cost:  $5.00 for lunch; registration necessary

Retreat Hosts: Scott Kushigemachi and Annette Kakimoto

One year catapults us to the next. What can we learn from the past before
launching into the future?  How did we sense God’s presence or His silence this
year?  This mini-retreat affords us some quiet space and time to look back at 2017
and to prayerfully discover what God was trying to say to us through our joys, pain
& struggles.  Guided, extended times of prayer alone with God, reflection exercises,
noticing His ways & words to us, and debriefings are in this retreat.

Please bring a Bible, your 2017 journal (optional),
& your 2017 personal calendar/schedule.

Registration Deadline:  Wednesday, December 27
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Big Rocks
By Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor,

In the middle of a seminar on time management, recalls Stephen Covey in his book
First Things First, the lecturer said, “Okay, it’s time for a quiz.”  Reaching under the
table, he pulled out a widemouthed gallon jar and set it on the table next to a platter
covered with fist-sized rocks.  “How many of these rocks do you think we can get in
the jar?” he asked the audience.

After the students made their guesses, the seminar leader said, “Okay, let’s find out.”
He put one rock in the jar, then another, then another — until no more rocks would fit.
Then he asked, “Is the jar full?”

Everybody could see that not one more of the rocks would fit so they said, “Yes.”

“Not so fast,” he cautioned. From under the table he lifted out a bucket of gravel, dumped it in
the jar, and shook it. The gravel slid into all the little spaces left by the big rocks. Grinning, the seminar
leader asked once more, “Is the jar full?”

A little wiser by now, the students responded, “Probably not.”

“Good,” the teacher said. Then he reached under the table to bring up a bucket of sand. He
started dumping the sand in the jar. While the students watched, the sand filled in the little spaces left
by the rocks and gravel. Once more he looked at the class and said, “Now, is the jar full?”

“No,” everyone shouted back.

“Good!” said the seminar leader, who then grabbed a pitcher of water and began to pour it into
the jar. He got something like a quart of water into the jar before he said, “Ladies and gentlemen, the jar
is now full. Can anybody tell me the lesson you can learn from this?  What’s my point?”

An eager participant spoke up:  “Well, there are gaps in your schedule. And if you really work at
it, you can always fit more into your life.”

“No,” the leader said.  “That’s not the point. The point is this:  if I hadn’t put those big rocks in
first, I would never have gotten them in.”

Does your jar always seem full?  You have so many things going on which you feel stretched to
the limit. You’re so busy you can barely take time to breathe and relax. Your physical and spiritual tank
is running on empty. You get so focused on things which are urgent, you lose sight of things that are
important. Your jar is filled to the brim with gravel, sand, and water. But then you reflect on your own
relationship with God and you realize you’ve left out the big rocks. You’re not spending quality time in
God’s Word or in prayer. You’re not connecting with God’s people in a community group. You’re not
investing in God’s work by serving others in love. You know deep down those are the big rocks . . . but
they just don’t fit into your jar.

This Christmas, remember that God wasn’t too busy for you. You didn’t get a leftover gift, you
got His greatest gift. Jesus, the pre-existing Son of God and Lord of all Creation who was with God and
was God from the very beginning of time. Jesus, the Savior of the World who came to restore you to a
right relationship with God. Jesus, the Wonderful Counselor who gave you the Holy Spirit so you might
bring God’s hope and healing to the world.

This Christmas, consider giving God an intentional sacrifice of your time, your energy, or your
commitment in a fresh way. Spend time with God, asking Him to reveal the “big rocks” you’ve been
leaving out of the jar. You may need to make some big changes in order to ensure you put the big rocks
in first. But that’s what “Living the Kingdom” is all about. It’s not making God fit around your priorities,
but it’s making your life fit around God’s priorities. Let your response to God be the best gift you give
this Christmas!

His servant,
Daniel Matsuda
Associate Pastor, Community Life
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Dear GVBC Family,

As I complete my 3-year term as Church Moderator, I would like to thank each and every one of you for your
support of the Board of Deacons. To all members who have served on the Board — past, present, and future
— a huge “Thank You,” for serving God and His Church.

It has been a challenging yet wonderful experience to serve with eleven other members of the Board every
year.

The past three years has been most challenging due to Pastor Steve’s retirement and how the focus of the transition
process was to preserve our church Body with peace and comfort. Faith in our Lord God was evident in every aspect of
the hiring of Pastor Doug Brown.

It is amazing to see how God works through individuals and groups of people for His will. Witness the selection of the
nominating committee which then selected the Pastoral Search Committee led by Paul Hirano and allowed God to guide
us through a process we initially thought was going to take years to accomplish. Although we spent many long evenings
together, the committee completed its task in about a year. Pastor Doug was introduced to the Board and the rest as
they say, is history.

We are thankful and grateful to God for leading Pastor Doug to GVBC and accepting our call.

I would like to acknowledge the Pastoral Staff and Office Staff who have kept our church bonded tightly as we
transitioned from Pastor Steve to Pastor Doug.  Also, to all the many ministry leaders of our church body.

GVBC is in position to continue our spiritual growth with Pastor Doug’s shepherding.

This has been an amazing journey and I appreciate the opportunity to have served you.

God Bless our Body of Christ at GVBC,
Jim
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$1,100,000
$1,150,000
$1,200,000
$1,250,000
$1,300,000
$1,350,000
$1,400,000

Nehemiah 5 - cumulative
  thru October 2017

Straightline
Goal
Received

Donations and Flowers given
in honor or loving memory

FROM TO

Kathy Aiso Bitsy Mukaihata’s
90th birthday

Yuri Ogawa Honor of Mas Kushigemachi
Bruce Kaji Helen Erickson
Merrick Yoshida, and Maurice Ishimoto
Jodie, Voltaire & Julie Rivera
Ueda Memorial Fund Edith Matsumura
Emiko Sherman Kenichi Watanabe
Yuri Ogawa Bruce Kaji

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones
support College Scholarship Fund, unless specified.

A LETTER FROM OUR

OUT-GOING MODERATOR
BY JIM KAWASHIMA, MODERATOR
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Christmas Potluck
Food, Fellowship and Fun

Over 300 GVBCers of all ages joined together for the
annual Christmas Potluck on Sunday, December 3.
As always, we enjoyed a wide variety of delicious
food and yummy desserts (James Choung entered
the dessert room and commented he could smell the
sugar).

Michelle Dresser, Shoki Hioki and Charles Schneider,
our Masters of Ceremonies (MCs), kicked off the
evening and Traci Yorizane and Michelle Law
spearheaded the wild and crazy games. Awkward
Family Christmas Photos and oven mitts filled the
Community Hall. Wendy Katagi and Kenichi Okada
led us in singing Christmas carols in joyful celebration
of Jesus’ birth.

Many thanks to all our volunteers, especially the
Hospitality Team who set up, served and cleaned up
behind the scenes.

MCs Shoki Hioki, Charles Schneider
and Michelle Dresser

Wendy Katagi and Kenichi Okada leading us
in singing Christmas favorites

Winning Awkward Family

Runner up Awkward
Family Photo

Don’t we all have
photos like this in our
family albums?

Good food!

Will she be able to
open that gift???
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OUR PRAYERS TO THOSE WHO HAVE LOST LOVED ONES
Condolences to Alan & Shanie Asato and family in the passing of their mother, Mae Asato..
The memorial service will be on Friday, December 29 at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Pastor
Steve Langley will officiate.

BABY ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulations to Dave & Dawn Robinson in the birth of their third grandchild. Zachary David
Motoyasu was born on Saturday, December 2. He weighed 8.3 lbs. and was 19” long. Proud
parents are Weston & (their daughter) Lisa Motoyasu. Zachary has two older sisters, Brynn &
Kamryn.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY
Thank you for the beautiful flowers that everyone was admiring. All your prayers have been
answered and I am recovering quickly and back to baking again. God is good! Thankfully,
Denko Hirose

Dear Gardena Valley Baptist Church, On behalf of the Gardena Human Services Food Pantry,
we would like to thank you for your generous donation of $780 [from our LOVE Fund] in the
month of November. The church also donated a total of 21 bags and 11 cases of food for
November. Your continued generosity allows us to provide food and other items to our
residents in Gardena that are in need this holiday. Thank you so much for your support and
assistance in helping our residents and our community. With Gratitude, Jaclyn Coppa, MSW
Community Service Counselor, Human Services Department

SHORT-TERM MISSION APPLICATIONS BY LINDA HAYASHI
GVBC Short-term Mission applications will be available in January for 2018 teams to
Brazil (June 8-19) and Japan (July 11-25). Applications for the Thailand team (January
2019) will have a separate application available in April 2018. For more information
contact Linda Hayashi, Mission Committee at lindahayashi@gmail.com or via the office.

KEN AND DIANE KUDO
"To God be the Glory!  Merry Christmas," the Kudos' wrote in their Christmas

newsletter. A photo features them with their younger grandchildren, their son, Kevan and
his wife, and Mickey Mouse. The Kudos express their JOY in serving the LORD and gave
some personal examples. A few years ago a woman accepted Christ and was baptized.
She was engaged to be married. A physical exam revealed she had contracted a
venereal disease as a teen. Praise the Lord she was prayed over and her body healed.
As a result, she can have children. Today, she is happily married. At her baptism, she
shared a personal testimony of God's mercy in healing her.

At Polytechnic School of the University of Sao Paulo (which Ken referred to as the
"Stanford Engineering school of Brazil"), some have come in contact with the Gospel in a
personal way. A son of a divorcee asked his father for forgiveness, because in the past,
he had a bitter spirit toward his dad. A daughter of a widow was just reborn into God's
Kingdom. A daughter of a famous doctor attends the university whom Ken led to the Lord
33 years ago.

A loving Christian couple, Carlos & Lucy, have a huge Christ-centered home which
they built for welcoming Christians for fellowship. The university students meet in Carlos
& Lucy's home and engage in the love of Christ.

The Kudos request prayer that they continue to bring the lost in Brazil to Christ. Also,
among those who are saved, some would commit to serving as missionaries in Asia.

OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEW 28:19

FAMILY NEWS
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FYI Calendar of  Events

Primetimers’ 2018 Tours
Mark your calendars. More info to follow

 March 8 (Thursday) – Taping of Wheel of Fortune
 April 17 (Tuesday) – Ronald Reagan Presidential

Library
 May 1-8 (Tuesday – Tuesday) – Canyon, Cavern &

Aliens Tour (New Mexico, Nevada & Arizona). See
more info below.

 June 5 (Tuesday) – Saddle Up Solvang
 September 18-22 (Tuesday – Saturday) – New York
 October 17 (Wednesday) – Cooking on Campus

Primetimers’ New Mexico, Nevada, &
Arizona Highlights:
• Guided tram tour through Zion National Park

• Experience Carlsbad Caverns, including the famous

Bat Flight at Dusk

• Visit the UFO Museum in Roswell, New Mexico

• Tour spectacular Peek-A-Boo Slot Canyon aboard
guided SUVs

• Sunset ride aboard the Sandia Peak Tramway with
dinner at the top of the tram

• A full day of touring in Santa Fe, New Mexico, including
the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum, the Cathedral Basilica of
St. Francis and San Miguel Mission

• Chuckwagon cookout at the Little Hollywood Movie Set
Museum

• Spend a night in Las Vegas

• Visit Tombstone including a guided tour of the
Courthouse

Double: $2,230 per person

Single: $2,705 per person

Tour includes all gratuities for the driver and tour
director.

Final payment is due by March 18, 2018.
No refunds after March 18, 2018.

Make checks payable to: GVBC

Tour departs at 9:00am from the New Gardena Hotel at
1641 W. Redondo Beach Boulevard in Gardena.

The return time is scheduled for 6:30pm.

WORK DAY
Saturday, December 30, starting at 8 AM. We’re having our
Work Day at the end of the month because the Christmas
decorations need to be taken down. Join us!

KIDZONE
No KidZone the Fridays of December 22 & 29

OFFICE CLOSED
Christmas Holiday Monday & Tuesday, December 25 & 26
and New Year’s Day, Monday, January 1

If you would like to become a member and/or be
baptized sign up on your Connection form and
check the appropriate boxes or call the office.
Registration flyers also available in the Narthex.
Drop your form in the box on the Information
counter. Taught by our GVBC Pastoral Staff, this
is a 4-meeting course which will touch on:

*  What do you believe?
*  Membership
*  How has God shaped me?
*  How do I activate my faith?

DEADLINE to register is Sunday, December 31

CHRISTMAS SUNDAY COOKIES
AND FINGER FOODS
For December 24 Worship Services

We will be having special snacks for after services on
December 24. Please bring your cookies, finger
desserts/foods to the kitchen by 8:00 or 10:00 a.m.

We will also have a, “Happy Birthday, Jesus” cake which,
along with the snacks you bring, will be shared in room 113
after both services.

Thank you!



The SPIRIT is copyrighted © 2017 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, (310) 323-5683,
Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Doug Brown (310)323-5683, ext. 0, Editor: Susan J. Shelley, ext. 673, susie@gvbc.net.
Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm. The Spirit is published bi-monthly to keep members and friends informed of news and events about GVBC and
its people. Announcements and letters are welcome. Articles are subject to editing and/or postponement. 7

ANNOUNCEMENTS

2018 VOLUNTEERS FOR PASTORAL STAFF:
PRAYER WARRIORS, PRAYER CHAIN E-MAIL/PHONE TREE, AND TUESDAY OFFICE HELP

A one-year commitment, January—December 2018:

·Pastoral Staff Prayer Warriors: pray for our pastoral staff (you will receive a monthly praise & prayer report).
·Prayer Chain: pray for the immediate needs of our congregation (by email or by phone call).
·Tuesday Office Help (on a rotating basis, starting at 9:30 a.m. for about 2 hours): answer phones, take messages
and light office work while the staff is in a meeting.

If you were signed up for 2017, please sign up again for the 2018 year. Deadline is Sunday, December 24.

To sign up please email gvbc@gvbc.net [Office volunteer in the subject line].

IMPORTANT END-OF-YEAR INFORMATION

2017 tax donations
To receive tax credit for 2017, all donations must be postmarked by Sunday, December 31 or dropped off at the church
office by noon on Saturday, December 30.

2018 offering envelopes are available for pick up
Please save us postage by remembering to pick up your numbered offering envelopes, available in the back of the
Community Hall. If you would like a numbered box, please contact Wendy Nakano in the church office, ext. 672 or
email her at: wendy@gvbc.net.

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, January 10, 2018 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies
available in the Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by
December 31, 2017.

NOTE: CHANGE TO THE PUBLICATION OF THE SPIRIT
Beginning in January 2018, the Spirit will no longer be published bi-monthly. We will
be publishing the newsletter online and some in print on a monthly basis.
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GVBC Pastoral Staff

DOUG BROWN Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor

BRAD TOY College-age Director

LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 682

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator

EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

Do You Hear What I Hear

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24
Fourth Sunday of Advent/Community Hall
Christmas Sunday Services 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Advent Conspiracy Collection ~ bring your envelopes
Pastor Doug Brown

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 6:00 p.m.
Pastor Doug Brown

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31
8:45 a.m. First Service back in the Sanctuary
10:45 a.m. Second Service in the Community Hall
Pastor Chris Koga speaking

~ 2018 ~
SUNDAY, JANUARY 7
Come Forward Prayer & Communion Service
Both Services


