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COMMITTING AN ACT OF RESISTANCE
BY DOUG BROWN, SENIOR PASTOR

A little girl was pushing the limits of her mother’s very last nerve. Mom was
nearing the end of a hectic season of cooking, cleaning, shopping, wrapping and
church activities. She was also nearing the breaking point with her little
preschooler. Finally, the little girl was bathed and ready for bed. As she knelt to
say her prayers, Mom listened as her sweet three-year-old theologian
"customized" her evening prayer, “. . . And forgive us our Christmases, as we
forgive those who Christmas against us!” Perhaps you have had or are having a
similar experience during a Christmas season. Have we so “bought into” the
culture around us that our lives are no different than our non-believing neighbors?
What can we do differently?

I want to take a moment to remind ourselves why we participate in Advent
Conspiracy. In Romans 12.2 Paul challenges us, “Do not be conformed to the
pattern of this world . . .” and in Galatians 4.9 he encourages us to not be enslaved
“to those weak and miserable forces.” In essence Paul is exhorting us to commit an
act of resistance against the slavery of the world. Specifically, we are resisting the
sin of idolatry and greed which consumerism feeds. We are countering the sin of
accumulation for accumulation sake. Perhaps it is difficult for some to view the
giving of gifts to a loved one as being problematic. However, when it is pointed out
that Americans spend 600 billion dollars a year on Christmas shopping and it would
cost a “mere” 30 billion to provide the entire world with safe access to water (http://
www.adventconspiracy.org/about/), we may gain a new perspective. We seek to
redirect our generosity at Christmas time into mission efforts which help others
throughout the year. The four commitments of Advent Conspiracy are:

Worship Fully
Because Christmas begins and ends with Jesus.

Spend Less
Feel less stress and free resources for things which matter to Jesus.

Give More
Give relationally to offer one another presence rather than merely presents.

Love All
Love the forgotten, the poor, marginalized, and sick in the ways Jesus askes
us to.

So then, as free Sons and Daughters of King Jesus we are free to commit an act
of resistance against the slavery of the world for we have become part of the story
of liberation. In Galatians 4. 4-7 Paul writes,

“But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of
a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those under the law,
that we might receive adoption to sonship 6 Because you are his
sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit
who calls out, ‘Abba, Father.’ 7 So you are no longer a slave, but
God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also
an heir.”

I invite you as an heir to commit acts of resistance against the bondages of the
world’s system. This Christmas season I encourage you, once again, to become
part of the conspiracy this Advent season by worshipping fully, spending less,
giving more, and loving all!

Pastor Doug
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Unbroken
Profile of  Gerry Shiozaki
By Kathy Aiso
"I don't know what the rest of my life will bring, but I do know that I will help
Hope Unlimited in whatever way I can with whatever I have." — Gerry Shiozaki

A native of Southern California, Gerry Shiozaki grew up
regularly attending church with his mother and two older
sisters. He affirmed, “My mother, Helen, has always been
a good Christian role model and still is!”  Helen Shiozaki
attends GVBC with Gerry and his wife, Eltheia, and two
sons, Wesley and Jason.

A LIFE-CHANGING DECISION

After graduating from Long Beach State University with a
B.A. in Business, he worked at his father's nursery in the
South Bay. At GVBC, Gerry enjoys serving in guest
relations, ushering and cleanup. Two years ago, Corenne
Smith from Hope Unlimited in Brazil passionately shared
about the hopeless situation for the Brazilian teenagers.
Her stories touched Gerry’s heart and compelled him to
apply for the Brazil Mission Team. It was a life-changing
decision.

At Hope Unlimited the children are provided with shelter,
food, clothing and Christian love in a safe, family–type
setting. A daytime program enables the older youth and
others to attend vocational workshops where they learn
skills for future employment.

BRAZILIAN YOUTH WERE MOVED TO TEARS

"There were tears in the audience," shared Gerry. As part
of the August 2017 GVBC Brazil Mission Team, Gerry
reported, “The youth of Hope Unlimited were moved to
tears after hearing Pastor James Chang preach in both
Campinas and Vitoria.” After the sermon, the children felt
hope, which Christ brings, amid their chaotic, dangerous,
and unstable backgrounds. Many left homes filled with
domestic violence, drugs and alcohol abuse and were
living off the streets before coming to Hope Unlimited. On
the streets many of the children were exploited. Some of
them were abandoned by their parents.

Fifteen year old Charles was one of those children. After
his father died and his mother abandoned him, he grew up
on the streets as a gang member and drug trafficker. After
being shot and almost dying, he was brought to Hope
Unlimited. Today, he is a loving, caring, mature teen who
would fit in with our youth. A redeemed life, Praise the
Lord!!

THE TESTING OF YOU FAITH PRODUCES ENDURANCE

God used Pastor James to preach a wonderful sermon
from James 1:2-4:

Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you
encounter various trials, knowing that the
testing of your faith produces endurance.
And let endurance have its perfect result,
that you may be perfect and complete,
lacking in nothing. — James 1:2 - 4

Pastor James related
trials and perseverance
to everyone's life and
confirmed, many have
had broken lives.
Using the example of
the Japanese art form, Kintsugi, a broken vase, which
would normally be discarded, is pieced back together and
sealed with gold. It becomes an object of beauty and
usefulness. Like the vase, Pastor James related, God can
take broken lives and transform them into rare treasures of
beauty, living useful and fulfilling lives.

The sermon was so inspiring a Kintsugi vase along with
the James 1:2-4 verses with the title “Unbroken” was
painted on the walls in the main walkway of Hope
Mountain.

FELLOWSHIPPING WITH THE BRAZILIAN YOUTH AND STAFF

During their ten-day mission trip, Michelle Law, Stephanie
Nakayama, Lindsay Yoshiba, Michelle Koga, James
Chang and Gerry fellowshipped with the youth and staff,
visiting both Campinas and Vitoria. At Vitoria, they
undertook work projects, attended a special birthday
outing, ministered at a girls’ prison, visited the vocational
workshops, and encouraged and trained some staff as
requested.

Gerry is deeply concerned because Hope Unlimited is not
able to meet some of their basic needs due to lack of
finances. While he was there, there was not enough
money to pay the important house parents who have
sacrificed much, yet, who take care of the children. Gerry
hopes to encourage others to support Hope Unlimited.
Even gifts of $5-$10 a month would be wonderful. Gerry is
thankful for Philip & Corenne Smith whose dedication and
tireless efforts on behalf of the children is a vibrant witness
for the Lord. The youth affectionately call Corenne & Philip,
Mom and Dad.

THIS IS NOT OPITIONAL

With a desire to make a difference, Gerry is reminded of a
quote by former President Jimmy Carter, who is a stalwart
Christian.  "My faith demands — this is not optional — my
faith demands that I do whatever I can, wherever I am,
whenever I can for as long as I can with whatever I have to
try and make a difference."

Gerry lives by the words of President Carter as he, too,
tries to make a difference for Christ in the community and
world.

Gerry Shiozaki and his son Wesley
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If you would like to become a member and/or be baptized
sign up on your Connection form and check the
appropriate boxes or call the office. Registration flyers
also available in the Narthex. Drop your form in the box
on the Information counter. Taught by our GVBC Pastoral
Staff, this is a 4-meeting course which will touch on:

*  What do you believe?
*  Membership
*  How has God shaped me?
*  How do I activate my faith?

2018 GVBC CLASSES

CHRISTMAS SUNDAY SERVICES
December 24, 8:45 AM or 10:45 AM in the Community Hall.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
Our 6 PM candle light service in the Community Hall will include a Christmas story for the children.
NOTE: No 11 PM service this year.

OFFICE CLOSED
Christmas Holiday Monday & Tuesday, December 25 & 26

“Do You Hear
What I Hear?”

Advent Conspiracy 2017
40% Brazil
25% Thailand
20%        Japan
15%        Mexico

Collection Day is: December 24
Let Christmas Ring!

Advent Conspiracy Collection Day is Christmas
Sunday morning services on December 24 during
both worship services. Don’t forget to bring your
envelopes. Cash or checks only. No coins, please!
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
BY JULIET SCHURR

It was a blessing to see our church again contribute toward sending gift-
filled shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child, a ministry of
Samaritan’s Purse.

Our church donated a total of 585 boxes this past November!  This year
our boxes are being sent to Davao, Philippines and “a hard to reach
area” — a country where it is difficult to share the gospel and the name
of the country cannot be named.

Our boxes have also reached children in Peru and Panama in recent
years. Reports have been shared of children and their families coming
to faith in Christ because of Operation Christmas Child.

Thank you for your faithfulness in helping to spread the Gospel around
the world through these special shoeboxes. Let’s pray for the 585
children touched by our boxes!

Thank you!
Juliet Schurr

GVBC volunteers who helped box up all of the shoeboxes, ready to be
taken to the processing center.
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FAMILY NEWS

OUR PRAYERS TO THOSE WHO HAVE LOST LOVED ONES
Our condolences to the family of Shizuye Okura (Miyake), who passed away on October 27, 2017. A celebration of her
life was held at Venice-Santa Monica Free Methodist Church.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY
The family of the late Paul Masuzumi would like to thank you for your kindness and support. Your thoughtfulness,
generosity and love are much appreciated by the entire family. Sincerely, The Masuzumi Family

Dear GVBC Family, We are very grateful for your kindness and support at the passing of Leon Dilpare. It was such a
blessing to have so many people from GVBC attend his funeral on October 22. We also thank you for the beautiful floral
wreath. Sachiko Dilpare and Family

Dear GVBC, I received a very beautiful bouquet of roses and orchids from GVBC. Thank you soooo much!  I continue on
a pain-free recovery. I have to walk as much as possible and sitting for longer than 30 minutes is hard. Please tell
everyone thank you for praying for me and thank you for the flowers that brightened my day. Happy Thanksgiving to all.
Blessings Vivian Butt

Dear GVBC Family, I am so blessed to be surrounded and supported by all of you. Thank you for the beautiful floral
bouquet I received during my recovery from back surgery. I am making good progress and pray I will be back soon.
Blessings, Vivianne Butt

Dear GVBC Family, Thank you so much for the kind and thoughtful gift!  We were blown away to receive a gift for Micah!
We are so blessed to be a part of this wonderful church family. We love you guys! Love, Lauren, Matt, Makenzie & Micah
Butt

To my GVBC Family and Friends, I want to thank Masao Kushigemachi and the Helping Hands Ministry that assists the
elderly and widowed women of our church family. Mas came to my house on his own initiative and built a beautiful white
fence for my backyard. It is beautiful!  My old backyard fence was vandalized, possibly by wild coyotes, raccoons and
other animals. According to Mas, “I needed protection.” Mas worked so hard to place each measured slat in its place and
as he worked, he said this was done in the name of Jesus!  His smile and testimony spoke highly of his love for Jesus
Christ. Sincerely and with deep gratitude, Yuri Ogawa

We’re collecting for the City of Gardena’s
Food Pantry

During the months of November & December

The Gardena Ministerial Association, in conjunction with the City of Gardena, sponsors a Food
Pantry to assist needy families and individuals. Please help keep the Pantry supplied with food
by bringing your donations and placing them in the brown box in the Narthex. Please remember
to check expiration dates on your donations.

We are also accepting checks/cash for the pantry. Make checks payable to GVBC with “food
pantry” in the memo

Please see suggested
needs listed on the back of the flyer
In the Narthex information counter.
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FYI Calendar of  Events

Primetimers’ 2018 Tours
Mark your calendars. More info to follow

 March 8 (Thursday) – Taping of Wheel of Fortune
 April 17 (Tuesday) – Ronald Reagan Presidential

Library
 May 1-8 (Tuesday – Tuesday) – Canyon, Cavern &

Aliens Tour (New Mexico, Nevada & Arizona). See
more info below.

 June 5 (Tuesday) – Saddle Up Solvang
 September 18-22 (Tuesday – Saturday) – New York
 October 17 (Wednesday) – Cooking on Campus

Primetimers’ New Mexico, Nevada, &
Arizona Highlights:
• Guided tram tour through Zion National Park

• Experience Carlsbad Caverns, including the famous

Bat Flight at Dusk

• Visit the UFO Museum in Roswell, New Mexico

• Tour spectacular Peek-A-Boo Slot Canyon aboard
guided SUVs

• Sunset ride aboard the Sandia Peak Tramway with
dinner at the top of the tram

• A full day of touring in Santa Fe, New Mexico, including
the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum, the Cathedral Basilica of
St. Francis and San Miguel Mission

• Chuckwagon cookout at the Little Hollywood Movie Set
Museum

• Spend a night in Las Vegas

• Visit Tombstone including a guided tour of the
Courthouse

Double: $2,230 per person

Single: $2,705 per person

Tour includes all gratuities for the driver and tour
director.

Final payment is due by March 18, 2018.
No refunds after March 18, 2018.

Make checks payable to: GVBC

Tour departs at 9:00am from the New Gardena Hotel at
1641 W. Redondo Beach Boulevard in Gardena.

The return time is scheduled for 6:30pm.

WORK DAY
Saturday, December 30, starting at 8 AM. We’re having
our Work Day at the end of the month because the
Christmas decorations need to be taken down.

OFFICE CLOSED
New Year’s Day, Monday, January 1
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

2018 VOLUNTEERS FOR PASTORAL STAFF:
PRAYER WARRIORS, PRAYER CHAIN E-MAIL/PHONE TREE, AND TUESDAY OFFICE HELP

A one-year commitment, January—December 2018:

·Pastoral Staff Prayer Warriors: pray for our pastoral staff (you will receive a monthly praise & prayer report).
·Prayer Chain: pray for the immediate needs of our congregation (by email or by phone call).
·Tuesday Office Help (on a rotating basis, starting at 9:30 a.m. for about 2 hours): answer phones, take messages
and light office work while the staff is in a meeting.

If you were signed up for 2017, please sign up again for the 2018 year.

To sign up please email gvbc@gvbc.net [Office volunteer in the subject line].

IMPORTANT END-OF-YEAR INFORMATION

2017 tax donations
To receive tax credit for 2017, all donations must be postmarked by Sunday, December 31 or dropped off at the church
office by noon on Saturday, December 30.

2018 offering envelopes will be available for pick up on Sunday, December 17
Please save us postage by remembering to pick up your numbered offering envelopes, available in the back of the
Community Hall. If you do not have a numbered box and would like one, please contact Wendy Nakano in the church
office, ext. 672 or email her at: wendy@gvbc.net.

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, December 20 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, 17.

NOTE: CHANGE TO THE PUBLICATION OF THE SPIRIT

Beginning in January 2018, the Spirit will no longer be published bi-monthly. We will be
publishing the newsletter online and some in print only monthly.

FRIDAY FOOD MINISTRY
BY GERALD MAYEWAKI
On November 17th, we had a busy kitchen
as we were joined by the FOR Clippers
basketball team and their parents along with
our awesome ministry volunteers.

Harvey Ujimori led the kitchen. We cooked
hamburger/cream of mushroom mix over
rice, green salad, corn, garlic bread, fruit
cocktail w/bananas, cake & cookies, and
punch.

Jean Urabe shared her homemade spinach
dip with all of the volunteers and Terry
Weber led the dinner music with his ukulele
team. I was able to share a little about the
GVBC Thailand mission trip that I was
blessed to be a part of. Scripture for the day
came from Joshua 1:9. “…for the Lord your
God will be with you wherever you go.”
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GVBC Pastoral Staff

DOUG BROWN Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor

BRAD TOY College-age Director

LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 682

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator

EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

Do You Hear What I Hear

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10
Second Sunday of Advent
Pastor Doug Brown ~ Hearing in Obedience, Luke 1:26-38

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17
Third Sunday of Advent
Pastor Doug Brown

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24
Fourth Sunday of Advent/Community Hall
Christmas Sunday Services 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Advent Conspiracy Collection ~ bring your envelopes

Christmas Eve Service 6:00 p.m.
[NOTE: no 11:00 p.m. service
Pastor Doug Brown

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31/NEW YEAR’S EVE
First Service back in the Sanctuary
Second Service in the Community Hall
Pastor Chris Koga speaking

Advent


