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MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT FOR YOU
BY PASTOR EIJI OSATO, NICHIGO

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness.”
— 2 Corinthians 12:9

I attended the 9th Asia Pacific Baptist
Congress held in Yogyakarta, Indonesia, from
September 25 to 29. Over 1,100 Baptist
believers from 22 nations in Asia and Pacific
region gathered to worship together, pray
together and have a wonderful fellowship
together. In this conference I was given a
privilege to preach and lead a workshop.

One of things I really do not want to do here at
GVBC is to preach in English because my
English has a strong Japanese accent and my
vocabulary is very limited. Thank God, we
have many wonderful pastors and I do not have to
preach in English here at GVBC. But, before joined
GVBC, I was very active with the Baptist
International Ministry. I was organizing
conferences and seminars in many different
countries, I visited over 40 countries during
that time, and enjoying preaching and
teaching in English. God was using me to
encourage and empower thousands of people
through this international ministry.

Before I left for Indonesia, I was nervous
because I was asked to preach in this
conference. When I was working in Thailand, I
was not nervous to preach in English, but
after 6 years living in California, I lost
confident to preach in English. But the time had
come and when I started preaching, all my fear
and negative thoughts were gone and I really
enjoyed preaching in English. Then, many
people came to me to appreciate my way to
preach after the worship service was over.
They said “Pastor Eiji, your message was very
easy to understand. We like your way to
preach.”  Because I am not a native English
speaker, I speak very slowly and do not
(actually cannot) use difficult terms, it is easier
for English as a second language people,
majority of people attending this time
conference were from Asia and they are not
native English speakers, to listen into my
message than preachers from the US/Australia/New Zealand.

I thank God for using my weakness to help many people to hear His words. Yes it is
true that God’s grace is sufficient for us and for His power is made perfect in
weakness. I give glory back to God.

But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses so
Christ’s power may rest on me.  2 Corinthians 12:9

(L) Pastor Eiji with delegates
from Bangladesh

Pastor Eiji preaching at
the conference

Papua cultural presentation
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Board Report
By  Hermann Schurr, Church Clerk
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Your board met for its monthly meeting on October 3. While much of the meeting focused on financial items,
other business was addressed as well. Bob Matsushima started us off with a devotional before the approval
of the September board meeting minutes and the August financial report. Membership applications were
approved for Jan Law and Lois Yoshimoto. The board also approved the removal from membership of Tami Hirashiki,
who went to be with our Lord in August. The distribution of 2017 Advent Conspiracy funds, which will be collected in
December, was approved according to a recommendation from the Missions Ministry, with 40% for Brazil, 25% for
Thailand, 20% for Japan, and 15% for Mexico. A fundraiser to sell t-shirts was approved for Nichigo, with a target of
raising $1,500 to provide scholarships for the 2017 Equippers Conference, a conference that takes place in the off-years
when the Urbana Missions Conference does not occur. Finally, the board approved a retirement gift for Rev. Dr. Sam
Chetti, executive minister of the American Baptist Churches of Los Angeles, Southwest and Hawaii (ABCOFLASH) who
will be retiring at the end of December 2017.

The first financial item discussed by your board was the 2018 General Fund Budget Proposal. The ministries and staff
put significant effort into completing the budget proposal and preparing the presentation to the board. Your board is very
appreciative of the thought and prayer that is put into the proposal by many of our members and ministry leaders each
year. As in past years, the main pressure on the budget is again from the increasing costs of medical insurance for our
staff. However, making sure personnel, property and ministry needs are met resulted in a proposed budget deficit that
the board was not yet ready to approve. Several recommendations were made that might lead to a reduction in the
proposed deficit. The board will meet again before the end of October to approve the budget, after some of these
recommendations have been considered. Once approved by your board, the 2018 General Fund Budget Proposal will be
voted on by the membership at the Annual Election Meeting on Sunday, November 12, 2017.

The second financial item discussed by your board was the approaching end of Nehemiah V in April 2018. Nehemiah V,
a 3-year fundraising campaign to pay down the loan for our building project, will come to a close with a residual still
remaining to be paid on the loan. The board had some initial discussions on possible strategies and approaches to
paying off this remaining loan amount. Discussions between the Finance Committee and the board will continue, and
further announcements will be forthcoming, as we all look forward to paying off the remainder of our building loan.
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Donations and Flowers given
in honor or loving memory

FROM TO
Mits & Marianne Fujita Pat Yogi
George & Shig Hirano Pat Yogi
Richard & Keiko Imatomi Pat Yogi
Harold & Reiko Kobata Pat Yogi
Mary Maeda Pat Yogi
Grace Taba Pat Yogi
Tak & Maureen Takeuchi Pat Yogi
Martha Tanji Pat Yogi
Jean Urabe Pat Yogi
Dave & Kimi Yogi Pat Yogi
Susie Shelley Doris I. Flower

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones
support College Scholarship Fund, unless specified.
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GVBC Brazil
Team Testimonies

From August 4 — 14, GVBC sent a team of 6 to encourage and partner
with long-term missionaries Philip and Corenne Smith and the organization,
Hope Unlimited. Hope Unlimited is a ministry which serves some of the
world’s most desperate kids — the street children of Brazil. They equip
these children to live successful, productive lives as adult members of
society, breaking the cycle of poverty and enabling their own children to
live lives free from abuse and exploitation. Their focus is transformation
and they believe there is not a child too far from God’s reach. Through this
experience, we caught a glimpse of the amazing work God is doing and
discovering more practical ways GVBC can continue to support the ministry
happening in Brazil. — intro by Michelle Law

Our projects included:  painting of the boys’ dormitory hallway, teaching
English and business classes, sketching of the “Kintsugi vase” and visiting
a prospective Hope Mountain boy named Giovani.  Giovani lived with six
other siblings and his mother in an extremely small and meager home that
had holes in the roof and the walls.  His father had died and his stepfather
had deserted them, so his situation was hopeless.  He would have no
future growing up there.  Fortunately, we were able to use project funds to
repair some of the walls and purchase some bedding items to improve their
situation.  Giovani’s mother then allowed Giovani to live at Hope Mountain
during the weekdays and participate in the program.  Thank you, Lord!
— by Gerry Shiozaki

God blessed us through so many opportunities to just live life with the
children and the staff at Hope.  In Campinas we were welcomed into many
homes to hear testimonies and talk with the children and youth over meals
that they cooked for us.  Although I was not fluent in Portuguese, the
children were so patient and really enjoyed helping and teaching us.  At
Hope Mountain we were so fortunate to be able to celebrate the recent
birthdays of the boys and staff with a trip to the park, a walk along the
beach, and dinner at McDonalds.  To witness the smiles on these faces as
their God-given lives were affirmed and “celebrated” brought tears to my
eyes.  God gave us so many opportunities on bus rides, walks, and at
meals to get to know the youth.  God’s work in the hearts of these boys is
so evident through their joy, their affectionate hugs and greetings, and their
gratitude.  I have never met a more thankful people.  Our last full day at
Hope began with a bus ride and then a long, beautiful hike with the boys
and staff.  Through my eyes, this pretty rigorous hike was so symbolic of
the grit and the perseverance these boys have developed in having to
overcome and continue to face so many painful challenges, now with the
power of God.  Those hours were spent in conversation, singing and
laughing—it was the most perfect way to end our time with those precious
boys. — by Michelle Koga

[More testimonies to follow in the November 1 Issue 21 Spirit]
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OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEW 28:19

MISSIONS OUTREACH TO MEXICO (M.O.M.)
Requirements: A valid passport is mandatory. Spanish speaking is not mandatory but
helpful. A smile goes a long way. Must have a flexible attitude as things on the mission field
often change without notice; a willing heart to serve the Lord in an international setting; a
clear criminal record; be 18 years or older, however, if under 18 years, must be accompanied
by one parent. Must have a signed consent for each trip (you will receive this in an email
before departure after registering).

Future mission trip opportunities:
 Friday, December 15 to Sunday, December 17, Christmas Outreach, 3-day trip to San

Telmo and Ensenada Jail, cost is $150.

Cost: Make checks payable to Bread of Life Church. Cost covers roundtrip bus transportation
to Mexico and some meals during the trip. Scholarships, depending upon need, are
available through an application to the GVBC Missions Committee.

First timers:  It’s advisable to attend the orientation meeting (date/location will be
emailed prior to each trip); and to speak with someone who has gone on the Mexico
missions trip for helpful tips.

For more info, contact Sanaye Nagami via the church office. Registration forms and
information available on the Narthex Counter.

We will again have the opportunity to partner with
Samaritan’s Purse to share God’s love with children
overseas for this year’s Operation Christmas Child (OCC)
shoebox project at GVBC. The gift-filled boxes are
distributed through local churches and each child will also
receive a colorful Gospel booklet in their language,
making the boxes an effective outreach tool for local
churches. Many children who receive shoebox gifts will
also enroll in The Greatest Journey, a 12-lesson
discipleship program, where the children learn to faithfully
follow Christ and share their faith with others.

In 2017, the OCC goal is to reach another 12 million
children. In recent years, gift-filled shoeboxes from GVBC
have been received in Panama, the Philippines, and
Peru. The website at www.samaritanspurse.org/occ has
additional information, videos and, if desired, you can
even track the destination of your box by printing a
“Follow Your Box” label.

There are a limited number of free red/green boxes
available in the Narthex. You can also use your own
shoebox. If you would like to purchase a plastic shoebox,
the box itself turns into a useful gift afterwards. Fill the
shoeboxes with items such as small toys, school
supplies, hygiene items, and a personal note. The
brochure in the Narthex has additional suggestions.

PLEASE NOTE:  Unlike previous years, candy and
toothpaste should NOT be packed in the boxes due to
customs regulations.

2017 OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
GIFT BOXES
BY JULIET SCHURR

This is a wonderful project for
individuals, families or community
groups. After the boxes are filled,
please include a $9 per box donation
(cash, check payable to Samaritan’s
Purse or online giving) to help cover
shipping and other project expenses.
Please place a rubber band around
each filled shoebox. If you want to
giftwrap your box, wrap the lid
separately. In Summary:

1) Obtain a shoebox and a Boy or Girl
Label to attach to the shoebox.
2) Fill with toys (include one “wow”
item, such as a stuffed animal, doll or ball with pump),
school supplies, hygiene item, a personal note. Remember,
starting from this year: No candy or toothpaste!
3) Place a rubber band around the box.
4) Please include a $9 per box donation (cash, check to
Samaritan's Purse or donate online at
www.samaritanspurse.org/occ).
5) Bring your shoebox to GVBC Sunday service on
November 19.
6) Pray for the child who will receive the shoebox and an
introduction to God’s Greatest Gift of Jesus.

Let’s again bless hundreds of children with a box this
Christmas season!
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FAMILY NEWS

OUR PRAYERS & CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO THOSE WHO HAVE LOST LOVED ONES
Sachiko DilPare, Kenji & Shin and family in the passing of their husband and father, Leon. The funeral service will be
held Sunday, October 22 at 4:30 p.m. at GVBC. Pastor Daniel Matsuda will officiate.

The family of Paul Masuzumi. The funeral service will be held on Wednesday, October 25 at 11:00 a.m. at GVBC. Pastor
Daniel Matsuda will officiate.

To our Pastor Doug & Sue Brown and family in the passing of Pastor Doug’s father, Wes, who passed away on Friday,
October 13. The memorial will be held on Saturday, January 6, 2018.

NEW BABY ANNOUNCMENT
Congratulations to Matt & Lauren Butt in the birth of their baby boy, Micah Yohei, who was born on Tuesday, October 10.
Micah weighed 7lbs. 3oz. and he was 19.5” long. Big sister Makenzie is excited about her new baby brother. Proud
grandparents are Larry & Vivianne Butt and Barry & Jodell Kadowaki. Baby Micah also has many aunts and uncles.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY
Dear Gardena Valley Baptist Church, Thank you so much for collecting food and hygiene items this month. You donated
29 bags, 10 cases, and 1 box of food along with 2 bags of hygiene supplies!  So many families and individuals will be so
grateful and excited. Thank you for all your support and generosity to help the community and our residents. With
Gratitude, Jackie Coppa, Community Service Counselor

The Annual Election Meeting will be on Sunday, November 12 at 12:30 PM in the Community Hall. We will be voting on
the 2018 General Fund Budget and 2018-2020 Board of Deacons officer and members-at-large.

The Nominating Committee is placing the following church members to the named positions for the specified terms:

Wes Harada Moderator 2018-2020

Grace Hayashi Member-at-Large 2018-2020

Travis (TJ) Yee Member-at-Large 2018-2020

Traci Yorizane Member-at-Large 2018-2020

ANNUAL ELECTION MEETING



FREE LEGAL CLINIC by the Japanese American Bar Assoc. (JABA)
Saturday, October 21, at GVBC, 10:00 a.m. (walk-in only — no appointments), registration
starts at 9:30 a.m. first come first serve. Do you have legal questions on : Contracts, family aw,
immigration, consumer law, estate planning and more. Japanese interpretation available. Jaba
is a legal aid foundation of Los Angeles, an Asian Americans Advancing Justice-LA. For
information call Legal Aid Coundation of Los Angeles (323) 801-7913

JEMS WOMEN’S LUNCHEON
Saturday, October 28, 8:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m. at Wintersburg Presbyterian Church, 2000 N.
Fairview St., Santa Ana. Call 714-740-9400 for additional information and registration. Guest
Speaker:  Reine Ishida will speak on “Generation to Generation.”  You may pre-select 2 of the
13 different craft classes. Register on the JEMS website at: www.jems.org/general-events

FALL BACK ONE HOUR
Daylight Savings Time ends Sunday, November 5. Set clocks back one hour before you go to
bed on November 4, or be early to church!

ANNUAL ELECTION MEETING
Sunday, November 12, 12;30 p.m., Community Hall. Bring your own sack lunch or purchase a
plate lunch from California Rice Center (includes: Teriyaki Children, Salmon, Kimpira, Rice & a
piece of pie) DEADLINE to order is Sunday, November 5. Cost for lunch is $7.00 [See article on
page 5]

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY
November 19. Both services in the Community Hall. Bring your Operation Christmas Child gift
boxes.

DECORATING FOR CHRISTMAS
Decorating for Christmas and Work day will be on Saturday, December 2, starting at 8 AM. All
are invited to come help, no experience necessary!

GVBC PRIMETIMERS’ TOURS
Note: The Primetimers’ Tours are for all adults, not just for seniors.
 “THE SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS”:

Thursday, December 7, departing at 10:00 a.m., returns approx. 5:00 p.m., $134 per person
includes motorcoach transportation, a sit-down, served lunch, the show, gratuity for your
servers. The Candlelight Pavilion in Claremont blends the elegance of décor and dining with
the excitement of professional music production of “Sounds of Christmas.” DEADLINE: Final
payment is due November 5. No refunds after final payment is made.

To make reservations, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi after the worship services or through
the church office. Make checks out to GVBC with your trip title in subject line.

ADVENT CONSPIRACY 2017
Collection Day is Sunday, December 24 during both worship services. Let Christmas Ring!

~ 2018 ~

PATHWAYS (Formerly 101 to 401 Classes)
[NOTE change] Sundays of January 7, 14, 21, 28 from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. If you would like to
become a member and/or be baptized sign up on your Connection form and check the
appropriate boxes or call the office.
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FYI Calendar of  Events
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, November 1 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, October 29.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GVBC ANNUAL
HARVEST FESTIVAL

Our annual Harvest Festival is fast approaching. As we prepare for our
Harvest Festival for the community and church family, we are in need
of volunteers and donations of:
 Candy (individually wrapped in unopened bags) and snacks such

as boxes of fruit snacks, boxes of individual packages of pretzels,
and boxes of individual packages of goldfish.

 Gently used clothes (infant — 10 years old)
Please drop off your donations in the wooden box in the Narthex.
During the week, you can also bring them to the church office.

We need volunteers. Sign-up fliers are also available on the Narthex
information counter or at the table in the Courtyard.

Set up for Harvest Festival will begin on Sunday, October 29, 1:00 p.m.
after the worship services.
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1630 W. 158th Street
Gardena, CA  90247-3712

Phone (310) 323-5683
Website www.gvbc.net
E-mail gvbc@gvbc.net
Twitter http://twitter.com/gvbc
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GVBC Pastoral Staff

DOUG BROWN Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor

BRAD TOY College-age Director

LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 682

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator

EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22
Pastor Doug Brown

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29
Pastor Doug Brown

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5/COMMUNION
Pastor Doug Brown

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER12
Pastor Doug Brown

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19
Thanksgiving Sunday

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26
Pastor Doug Brown

GVBC ANNUAL
HARVEST FESTIVAL
Tuesday, October 31
5:30 — 7:30 p.m.


