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ESTABLISHING A KINDOM CULTURE
BY PASTOR DOUG BROWN

According to the Los Angeles Times, 220 languages are spoken in the State of
California. In Los Angeles County, English is actually a minority language: A
staggering 54% of residents in the Los Angeles metropolitan region speak a
language other than English at home. Below is a chart showing the ethnic mix of
Gardena’s population.

Population By Race/Ethnicity

Anglo    African-American      Hispanic      Asian    Native Am. & Other
Gardena             6% 18% 50%             24% 2%
U.S.AVERAGE 61% 12% 18%              5%              3%

You’ll note the ethnic mix in Gardena in particular and in the South Bay as a whole,
is more equally distributed than the rest of the country.

For 30 years of my life I have lived as a minority. Whether it was in the Middle East
or Africa, I learned to view the world through the lens of the majority ethnic group.
The cultural and customs of my context forged my worldview. But how do we
respond when the major culture we are immersed in is not Christian. At this point we
recall the term “culture” generally refers to systems of belief and patterns of human
activity which give such activities significance and importance. Equally, every
church has a culture. The factors which create culture usually revolve around what
we do, how we do it, and what we care about. The net result should be a Kingdom
culture reflecting the priorities and values of Jesus. Yet, there is a constant
resistance to this emphasis in our world.

The pressures of secular Southern California culture are unrelenting in their attempt to
indoctrinate us into non-Biblical thinking. Jesus faced a religious, but equally non-Biblical
mindset espoused by the Pharisees and Sadducees as they attempted to control the
common people through human devised traditions. How Jesus countered this pressure is
instructive for us. In Matthew 12 when the Pharisees objected to the disciples picking the
heads of grain and eating them on the Sabbath, Jesus countered with a Biblical example
which confronted the rigid legality of their view, declared Himself Lord of the Sabbath and
then proceeded to heal a man in the synagogue on the Sabbath. Jesus and the Pharisees
shared the same Scriptures and the same Jewish culture. Why then does there seem to be
a different worldview?  One view is founded in human agenda, the other in God’s heart for
His people.

As we go through the Gospels we discover Jesus consistently resisted any attempts to
curb his commitment to His Father and the Word. The definitions and human based pillars
which upheld both the secular and religious leaders of His day were equally rejected.
Instead He established a Kingdom Culture. I define a “Kingdom Culture” as an integrated
pattern of knowing, believing and behaving which is formed by the ministry of Jesus. In a
community, this culture is reflected by the shared values, practices and goals found in
Jesus and His followers as they demonstrated and declared the Kingdom of God.

As we endeavor to reach our ethnically and linguistically mixed community with the good
news of Jesus Christ, our own culture may prove a hindrance. On the other hand, Jesus’s
culture is universal as it extends beyond human borders.  Here we might recall Paul’s
words in 1 Corinthians 9.22-23:

I have become all things to all people so that by all possible means I might save
some. I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.

As we share in people’s struggles and limitations, may we do so with the view of also
sharing Jesus’ Kingdom Culture.

All for Christ Jesus,
Pastor Doug
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READ THE BIBLE

Born in Dayton, Ohio, Brandon left home at age
19 and headed for the West Coast to Long
Beach (LB). As he was leaving Dayton, the taxi
driver who was taking him to the Greyhound
Bus Station shared the Gospel with him and
recommended he read the Bible once he
arrived in California. After being homeless in
Long Beach for about a month, Brandon
eventually got a Bible from a local LB church
after he remembered what the driver had told
him. As he read the Bible, God instilled in him

the desire to help others. He began helping by distributing
food for City Lights Church (CLC) food line and he also
started attending CLC's Sunday morning worship
services.

COMING TO GVBC

From attending Sunday morning services and talking with
then CLC pastors, Tom Demorest and Thien Doan,
Brandon accepted Christ and grew in the Word. However,
because CLC had very few young adults in its
congregation at the time, he began attending GVBC as it
proved a better fit for him because he could fellowship
with people his own age as well.

Today, Brandon continues to grow through attending
GVBC and actively participating in the Rooted Ministry.
Pastor Chris Koga and leader, Brad Toy have had a big
influence on his spiritual growth.

I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU

Brandon cites the importance of meditating on Jeremiah
29:11.

“For I know the plans that I have for you,”
declares the LORD, “plans for welfare and not
for calamity to give you a future and a hope.”

"The pain, struggles, and difficulties we all go through as
Christians are within God's will,” Brandon affirmed, “and
through those things, He seeks to grow us and cultivate
our faith in Him."

Whether Brandon is experiencing peace or trials in his
Christian walk, he actively seeks to walk closer with God
each day.

The Lord of  His Life
Profile of  Brandon Henderson
By Kathy Aiso
“If you accepted Christ, it should show in your life. Your
words need to manifest into action.” — Brandon Henderson

There is action behind Brandon's Christian
walk. He lives to actively serve the Lord every
day. As part of the six-member Japan Missions
Team, Brandon served at the church with this
team for two weeks in July 2016.

TREATED LIKE A CLOSE-KNIT FAMILY

“The hospitality of the Rifu Oasis Church
(ROC) was refreshing,” Brandon stated. From
the start, the ROC treated the GVBC team as
though they were a close-knit family. Brandon
described the church members as, “Really
friendly, hardworking, and deeply loving the
Lord.”

From the outset, the Japan Mission Team went to work,
helping at the temporary housing by spending time with
the elderly residents, singing and dancing the hula. One
week, the team also shared their personal testimonies at
ROC. At the end of the mission, the Aizawa family, who
were members of the ROC and Brandon’s host family,
became so fond of him they “adopted him” by telling him,
“Whenever you’re here in Japan, we’re your family and
you are our son.”

CHALLENGING UNITY AS A TEAM

Team unity posed somewhat of a challenge since all of
the team members came from different backgrounds,
perspectives, and age groups. Brandon thought this is
where Satan would strike and try to divide the team.
Initially, there were difficulties; however, as time passed
and through much prayer, everyone eventually started to
get along well. God sent a clear message to the team by
communicating, "This is MY mission trip. You are here to
serve me."

A NATURAL KNACK FOR LANGUAGES

With a goal of becoming an ESL college professor,
Brandon will graduate with his B.A. in Linguistics from
Long Beach State University in 2018. His plans include
working for a few years in Japan then returning to
Southern California to pursue a Master's Degree in
Linguistics. In Japan, he would like to minister to the
broken hearts of the Japanese people. When he first
learned of Japan’s plight six years ago, the country’s
suicide rate was 65 percent higher than the rest of the
world.

With a natural knack for languages, Brandon enjoys
studying them in his spare time as a hobby. He has
learned Japanese and is also interested in Chinese and
Latin.
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We are excited to announce that Sunday, October 15 will be the kickoff
day for this year’s Operation Christmas Child (OCC) shoebox project at
GVBC. We will again have the opportunity to partner with Samaritan’s
Purse to share God’s love with children overseas. The gift-filled boxes
are distributed through local churches and each child will also receive a
colorful Gospel booklet in their language, making the boxes an effective
outreach tool for local churches. Many children who receive shoebox
gifts will also enroll in The Greatest Journey, a 12-lesson discipleship
program, where the children learn to faithfully follow Christ and share
their faith with others.

Since 1993, Operation Christmas Child has collected more than 146
million gift-filled boxes and distributed them to children in more than 100
countries. In 2017, the OCC goal is to reach another 12 million children.
In recent years, gift-filled shoeboxes from GVBC have been received in
Panama, the Philippines, and Peru. The website at
www.samaritanspurse.org/occ has additional information, videos and, if
desired, you can even track the destination of your box by printing a
“Follow Your Box” label.

There will be a limited number of free red/green boxes available in the
Narthex starting Sunday, October 15. You can also use your own
shoebox. If you would like to purchase a plastic shoebox, the box itself
turns into a useful gift afterwards.  Fill the shoeboxes with items such as
small toys, school supplies, hygiene items, and a personal note. The
brochure in the Narthex has additional suggestions.

PLEASE NOTE:  Unlike previous years, candy and toothpaste should
NOT be packed in the boxes due to customs regulations.

This is a wonderful project for individuals, families or community groups.
After the boxes are filled, please include a $9 per box donation (cash,
check payable to Samaritan’s Purse or online giving) to help cover
shipping and other project expenses. Please place a rubber band around
each filled shoebox. If you want to giftwrap your box, wrap the lid
separately. In Summary:

1) Obtain a shoebox and a Boy or Girl Label to attach to the shoebox.

2) Fill with toys (include one “wow” item, such as a stuffed animal, doll or
ball with pump), school supplies, hygiene item, a personal note.
Remember, starting from this year: No candy or toothpaste!

3) Place a rubber band around the box.

4) Please include a $9 per box donation (cash, check to Samaritan's
Purse or donate online at www.samaritanspurse.org/occ).

5) Bring your shoebox to GVBC Sunday service on November 19.

6) Pray for the child who will receive the shoebox and an introduction to
God’s Greatest Gift of Jesus.

Let’s again bless hundreds of children with a box this Christmas season!

2017 OPERATION CHRISTMAS
CHILD GIFT BOXES
BY JULIET SCHURR
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OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEW 28:19

MISSIONS OUTREACH TO MEXICO (M.O.M.)
Requirements: A valid passport is mandatory. Spanish speaking is not mandatory but
helpful. A smile goes a long way. Must have a flexible attitude as things on the mission field
often change without notice; a willing heart to serve the Lord in an international setting; a
clear criminal record; be 18 years or older, however, if under 18 years, must be accompanied
by one parent. Must have a signed consent for each trip (you will receive this in an email
before departure after registering).

Future mission trip opportunities:
 Saturday, October 14 — 1-day trip to Tijuana, cost is $40.
 Friday, December 15 to Sunday, December 17, Christmas Outreach, 3-day trip to San

Telmo and Ensenada Jail, cost is $150.

Cost: Make checks payable to Bread of Life Church. Cost covers roundtrip bus
transportation to Mexico and some meals during the trip. Scholarships, depending
upon need, are available through an application to the GVBC Missions Committee.

First timers:  It’s advisable to attend the orientation meeting (date/location will be
emailed prior to each trip); and to speak with someone who has gone on the Mexico
missions trip for helpful tips.

For more info, contact Sanaye Nagami via the church office. Registration forms and
information available on the Narthex Counter.

KEN & DIANE KUDO, OVERSEAS CRUSADE, SAO PAULO, BRAZIL
Years ago Christian architects, Kazue and Naassom formed their architectural firm and based it on
Christian values and standards. Both Kazue, Naassom, and their wives came to Christ more than
30 years ago. With a 50/50 partnership, Kazue and Naassom's objectives for their company KN
was “to be ethical in a very corrupt society and to evangelize their employees and clients so that
disciples of Christ would be raised up and participate in supporting cross-cultural missionaries.”
About 18 years ago a KN employee, Erika, got involved in the company's evangelistic Bible study
and accepted Christ as her Savior. Fast forward to today. Naassom's mother, Joselina, was in the
I.C.U. in a Sao Paulo Hospital. God used Erika to evangelize to Joselina. As a result, Joselina
accepted Christ as her Lord and Savior before passing away. Ken requests prayer for Naassom as
he continues on the path of mourning for his mother. Ken prays, through his sorrow, Naassom will
be an even stronger Christian. Please also pray KN partners Kazue and Naassom continue to be
steadfast in their commitment to Jesus at work so many other employees like Erika can come to
Christ. These converted employees, in turn, can bring others to Christ.

WORLD MISSION OFFERING (WMO) BY LINDA HAYASHI
We are collecting for American Baptist Church’s WMO during the month of October and the

recipients will be missionaries Corenne & Philip Smith (Brazil) and Becky & Mike Mann
(Thailand). GVBC has sent short-term mission teams to partner with both the Smiths and the
Manns.

Our Brazil team spent time with Corenne & Philip Smith this past August. The Smiths
oversee Hope Unlimited which, since 1991, has provided comprehensive care to children who
have been abandoned, exploited, and abused. Hope Unlimited’s Christ-centered model strives
to nurture children in a family-style setting and provides educational and vocational training for
long-term impact. Hope Unlimited ministers to the physical, educational, and spiritual needs of
Brazil’s street children in Campinas and Vitoria. Our team from GVBC was able to provide
encouragement to the staff, train staff workers as requested, spend quality time with the
children on a special birthday outing, minister at a girls’ prison, and undertake work projects on
the campus in Vitoria.

GVBC will be sending our fourth Thailand team from October 25 — November 8. Our team
will work with Becky & Mike Mann and the main focus will be to work with their staff and local
villagers to build a water system for the Huay Mee village in northern Thailand. The Manns
began an organization called Integrated Tribal Development Program (ITDP) which helps the
hill-tribe people develop in the areas of water, health, agriculture, education, and church. Mike
is the director of ITDP and also is an American Baptist International Ministries Global
Consultant for rural development. Becky coordinates work teams from overseas and also
helps with tribal farmers and women’s groups. She also works with parents of special needs
children and helps the villagers to market Thai coffee.

Please make checks payable to GVBC with WMO in the memo, or donate online at
gvbc.net.
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FAMILY NEWS

OUR PRAYERS & CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO THOSE WHO HAVE
LOST LOVED ONES
Our Pastor James & Yuko Chang and family in the passing of James’
father, Rev. Dr. Paul Chang, who passed away on Friday, September 25.
The funeral service will be on Wednesday, October 18 at 9:30 a.m. at
Forest Lawn Mortuary, Church of the Hills, 6300 Forest Lawn Dr., Los
Angeles, CA 90068.

Family of Tommy Shimizu, who passed away on Saturday, September 23.
His funeral service is private.

James & Wendy Hirano and family in the passing of Wendy’s father,
Robert Genji Yamamoto who passed away on Monday, September 18.
Mr. Yamamoto was an 88 year old Veteran of WWII. A private graveside
service was held on Thursday, September 28 at Green Hills Memorial
Park.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY
Dear GVBC Family, Our family is so thankful for the outpouring of love
and kindness shown us following the passing of my husband, Patrick Yogi
on September 4. Thank you for the beautiful floral wreath at the
celebration of Life and remembering Pat’s spirit — his love of family,
fishing, and eating. We are grateful for the friends and loving community
at GVBC. Love in Christ, Miyoko Yogi and Family

Dear GVBC Family, We woud like to thank you for the love & support
shown to us at the passing of our 102-year-old dad, Kazuo Michihara. We
thank you for the colorful basket of flowers. We honored his wishes for no
funeral service. With much love & thanks, Florence Hayashi & Family

Dear GVBC Family, Thank you for the lovely flower arrangement. Thank
you for your kind words and prayers. I am recovering well. Thank you
again, Rick Taira

GVBC ANNUAL
HARVEST FESTIVAL

Our annual Harvest Festival is fast approaching. As we prepare for our
Harvest Festival for the community and church family, we are in need
of volunteers and donations of:
 Candy (individually wrapped in unopened bags) and snacks such

as boxes of fruit snacks, boxes of individual packages of pretzels,
and boxes of individual packages of goldfish.

 Gently used clothes (infant — 10 years old)
Please drop off your donations in the wooden box in the Narthex.
During the week, you can also bring them to the church office.

We need volunteers.
Sign-up fliers are also available on the Narthex information counter or
at the table in the Courtyard.
Set up for Harvest Festival will begin on Sunday, October 29, 1:00 p.m.
after the worship services.



FREE LEGAL CLINIC by the Japanese American Bar Assoc. (JABA)
Saturday, October 21, at GVBC, 10:00 a.m. (walk-in only — no
appointments), registration starts at 9:30 a.m. first come first serve. Do you
have legal questions on : Contracts, family aw, immigration, consumer law,
estate planning and more. Japanese interpretation available. Jaba is a legal
aid foundation of Los Angeles, an Asian Americans Advancing Justice-LA.
For information call Legal Aid Coundation of Los Angeles (323) 801-7913
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FYI Calendar of  Events

PATHWAYS (Formerly 101 to 401 Classes)
Saturdays of October 28, November 4, 11, and 18, 8:30
a.m. to 12:00 noon. If you would like to become a member
and/or be baptized sign up on your Connection form and
check the appropriate boxes or call the office.

JEMS WOMEN’S LUNCHEON
Saturday, October 28, 8:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m. at
Wintersburg Presbyterian Church, 2000 N. Fairview St.,
Santa Ana. Call 714-740-9400 for additional information
and registration. Guest Speaker:  Reine Ishida will speak on
“Generation to Generation.”  You may pre-select 2 of the 13
different craft classes. Register on the JEMS website at:
www.jems.org/general-events

FALL BACK ONE HOUR
Daylight Savings Time ends Sunday, November 5. Set
clocks back one hour before you go to bed on November 4,
or be early to church!

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY
November 19. Both services in the Community Hall. Bring
your Operation Christmas Child gift boxes.

DECORATING FOR CHRISTMAS
Decorating for Christmas and Work day will be on Saturday,
December 2, starting at 8 AM.

GVBC PRIMETIMERS’ TOURS
Note: The Primetimers’ Tours are for all adults, not just for
seniors.
 “THE SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS”:

Thursday, December 7, departing at 10:00 a.m., returns
approx. 5:00 p.m., $134 per person includes motorcoach
transportation, a sit-down, served lunch, the show,
gratuity for your servers. The Candlelight Pavilion in
Claremont blends the elegance of décor and dining with
the excitement of professional music production of
“Sounds of Christmas.” DEADLINE: Final payment is due
November 5. No refunds after final payment is made.

To make reservations, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi
after the worship services or through the church office.

GVBC Men’s Retreat
Saturday, October 14 — Sunday, October 15

Victory Ranch in Moreno Valley
Main speaker:  Ron Matsuda

For all men college-age and up. Pastor Ron Matsuda will
be sharing on "The Way of the Cross." Register after the
worship services in the Courtyard.

Women’s Breakfast & Movie
Saturday, October 21 from 9am – Noon

“The Case for Christ” $5

The Women's Ministry Committee is hosting our last
event of the year. This is a breakfast featuring the
movie, “A Case for Christ.” This is a true story about
Lee Strobel, an atheist and investigative journalist who
tried to disprove the resurrection of Jesus Christ, but in
the process he became a believer and eventually a
pastor. Registration ends Sunday, October 15. Register
in the Courtyard after the first worship service and in
front of the Community Hall after the second service.

Advent Conspiracy 2017
Collection Day is: December 24

Let Christmas Ring!
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, October 18 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, October 15.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OCTOBER PASTORAL APPRECIATION MONTH
Sunday, October 8 will be Pastoral Appreciation Sunday.

GVBC is blessed with a faithful and sacrificial pastoral staff, which includes directors,
coordinators and interns and their spouses, too!  [See page 8 for a list of our Pastoral Staff
members].

Let’s show our appreciation this month by writing or emailing them a card or note of
encouragement.

If you would like to give a monetary gift, please make the check payable to the individual
pastoral staff member.

A box will be on the Narthex counter to put your cards/notes.
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GVBC Pastoral Staff

DOUG BROWN Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor

BRAD TOY College-age Director

LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 682

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator

EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8
Pastor Doug Brown
Putting Temptation in Its Place ~ Luke 4:1-13

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15
Pastor Doug Brown

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22
Pastor Doug Brown

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29
Pastor Doug Brown


