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YOUTH SUMMER CAMP
BY LAYNE WAKUTA, YOUTH DIRECTOR

“We love because he first loved us.”
1 John 4:19

These seven words were the foundation
of everything we learned about God’s
amazing love at this year’s Youth
Summer Camp which was held July 23—
28 at Oak Glen Christian Conference
Center.

Our main speaker, Harry Tom, started
our study of God’s love in Genesis 3
where, after Adam and Eve sinned

against him, he pursues them by asking,
“Where are you?” It is this relentless
pursuit of God for His fallen creation

which leads to the ultimate sacrifice of His one
and only Son, Jesus Christ.

“This is how God showed his love among us: He
sent his one and only Son into the world that we
might live through him. This is love: not that we
loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son
as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”
1 John 4:9-10

Stephanie Nakayama also came to share with us
on Monday evening about how “Perfect Love
Drives Out Fear and Shame” as is stated:

“There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives
out fear, because fear has to do with punishment.
The one who fears is not made perfect in love.”
1 John 4:18

Through both of our speakers, we were able to
learn God’s love is constant and everlasting and
there’s nothing we could do which would cause
Him to love us more or less than He already does.

With a proper understanding of God’s
unconditional love for us, we were then able to
show His love to each other through our
transparency in sharing with each other as well as
our encouragement and prayer for each other.

“Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another. No one has ever seen
God; but if we love one another, God lives in us
and his love is made complete in us.”
1 John 4:11-12

With these principles of God’s love in our hearts,
we were ready to return home and engage the
world by loving the Lord our God with all our
hearts, minds, soul, and strength, and loving our
neighbors as ourselves.

Middle school boys

(L) Layne Wakuta
Harry Tom Middle schoolers

Seniors

Speaker Stephanie Nakayama

Worshipping the Lord
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Board Report
By Hermann Schurr
Church Clerk

The July Board meeting, which was scheduled for the 4th of July, actually took place a week
earlier on June 28 to avoid conflicts with our national holiday and associated celebrations.
The August Board meeting took place as scheduled on the first Tuesday of August.

As is typical, both meetings were started with a time of prayer and reflection which was then
followed by a devotional. On June 28, Teresa Louie shared the devotional and in August,
Yoshiko Ogata shared.

FINACIAL DECISIONS

The regular business of reviewing and approving the minutes of the previous meeting and
the May and then the June financial reports followed. In line with the plan to actively
accelerate principal payments on the Nehemiah building loan through the remaining
timeframe (until April 2018) of the Nehemiah V capital stewardship campaign, a $100,000
additional principal payment was made in June followed by another $21,000 additional
principal payment in July.

MEMBERSHIPS & SENIOR PASTOR

Membership actions approved by your Board included the removal from membership of
Frank Fukuzawa, as Frank has gone to be with our Lord. At the August meeting, your Board
approved the GVBC membership of Pastor Doug Brown and his wife Sue.

With the hiring of a new senior pastor, the Senior Pastor Job Description has been updated
with input from the Pastoral Search Committee and the Personnel Committee. The revised
Senior Pastor Job Description was approved at the June 28 Board meeting.

OTHER BUSINESS DISCUSSED

Other business over the past two meetings included: approving how proceeds from the
2017 GVBC Golf Tournament would be used (2/3 of the proceeds will be used to support
scholarships for our seminary students and 1/3 of the proceeds will go to support the Friday
Night Food Ministry); approving Christian Service Scholarships (i.e. for undergraduate study
and funded through memorial donations) for Lauren Cheng, Leia Higashi, Kent Hirano,
Naomi Osato and Ryan Tsukamoto; and approving seminarian scholarships for Pastor
Annette Kakimoto and Michelle Law. The Board would like to congratulate all of GVBC’s
scholarship recipients!

Several items have been discussed by your Board over the past two meetings including
sabbaticals for Pastor James and Pastor Daniel (Pastor James will likely be on sabbatical
from September 17 through December 17, pending approval of his sabbatical proposal at
the September Board meeting, and Pastor Daniel’s sabbatical is tentatively planned for mid-
2018), the current state of and funding related to our current Pastoral Intern Program, and
Pastor Doug’s reports as he has been holding meetings with all pastoral staff (beyond the
regular weekly staff meetings) to quickly and fully become familiar with GVBC’s past and
present, staff, and to formulate strategy for the future direction of ministry, discipleship, and
leadership development within our church family.

Thank you all for your generous support, both through your prayers and through your
giving, of the Board and all of our GVBC staff!
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PASTOR DOUG BROWN’S

INSTALLATION SERVICE

We celebrated Pastor Doug Brown as GVBC’s new
senior pastor with a very special and meaningful
Installation Service on Sunday, August 13 at 3:00
PM.

It was a worshipful installation, which included Rev.
Dr. Sam Chetti leading the Charge to the Pastor,
Pastor Ron Matsuda leading the Charge to the
Congregation, and laying on of hands by the Board
of Deacons and Pastoral Staff. It concluded with
Pastor Doug being presented his father’s robe.
Rev. Dr. Wes Brown, Doug’s father, was unable to
attend the installation due to an emergency, but he
wrote a very moving message read by Rev. Chetti.

Afterwards, a reception was held in the community
hall. Refreshments and an amazing potluck
dessert capped it off. We are very blessed to have
Pastor Doug and Sue Brown join our family at
GVBC!
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OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEW 28:19

MISSIONS OUTREACH TO MEXICO (M.O.M.)
Requirements: A valid passport is mandatory. Spanish speaking is not mandatory but
helpful. A smile goes a long way. Must have a flexible attitude as things on the mission field
often change without notice; a willing heart to serve the Lord in an international setting; a
clear criminal record; be 18 years or older, however, if under 18 years, must be accompanied
by one parent. Must have a signed consent for each trip (you will receive this in an email
before departure after registering).
Future mission trip opportunities:
 Saturday, October 14 — 1-day trip to Tijuana, cost is $40.
 Friday, December 15 to Sunday, December 17, Christmas Outreach, 3-day trip to San

Telmo and Ensenada Jail, cost is $150.
Cost: Make checks payable to Bread of Life Church. Cost covers roundtrip bus transportation
to Mexico and some meals during the trip. Scholarships, depending upon need, are available
through an application to the GVBC Missions Committee.
First timers:  It’s advisable to attend the orientation meeting (date/location will be emailed
prior to each trip); and to speak with someone who has gone on the Mexico missions trip for
helpful tips.
For more info, contact Sanaye Nagami via the church office. Registration forms and
information available on the Narthex Counter.

FRED & JANE TANAKA, CHILD EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP, JAPAN
Congratulations to Jane, who became an octogenarian (80 years old)!  Jane praises God

by reporting the 9/11 tsunami in Northern Japan resulted in people, including fishermen who
were hard to reach, accepting Christ. Also, Fred will step in with anything requiring attention,
post haste, or needs printing at the print shop. He is also remaking some stories into
Japanese KAMISHIBAI. This enables anyone to tell the stories with ease.

On July 11, Fred scheduled an appointment for surgery because he needs another hip-
joint replacement — this time on his left side. He and Jane are praising God that post-surgery
time in the hospital will be two weeks, God willing, rather than one month. Please pray for
Fred's surgery and he will be able to endure the pain on his left groin-to-knee area.

In April, Jane had sharp pains on the right side of her jaw. With medication, Jane is able to
now eat some solid foods, brush her teeth, and talk. On August 25, Jane sees the oculist who
will test the need for cataract surgery and possibly glaucoma in her right eye.

The Tanakas request prayer for God to select chosen Christians to fill the needs for the
CEF of Japan staff. There is need for more translators, instructors of teachers, and office
help. Please also pray the Christians in Japan stand fast in teaching God's Word.

ERIN KAWAYE, OVERSEAS MISSIONARY FELLOWSHIP (OMF) INTERNATIONAL
In July, Erin is praising God she received 98% of her support as she serves OMF. She also

praises God two ministry partners plan to transition from being financial supporters to serving as
fulltime missionaries overseas. Please continue to pray for Erin's full support.

Erin happily reports there are Christians going to serve in East Asia as well as other areas with
OMF. Please pray more Christians will obey the call to ". . . go and make disciples of all
peoples” (ethne).

Pray for a smooth season of transition and change for the Serve Asia Team (SAT). The SAT
welcomed Aspen Petersen In January. Recently, the team said farewell to Scott Svennes and his
family. Katie, who was a volunteer, will now serve as full time staff.

The Alumni Follow-up Team (AFT), who is pictured in POIEM — Erin's Summer 2017
newsletter — is a seven member team. Our GVBCer Tommy Park is part of the team. The AFT
has been diligently working to create special resources for a few specific needs. Please pray for
the AFT as well as the larger Mobilization Team who is tackling some of these issues as well.

Pray for good school options for the children of missionaries. In new areas, there are not always
schools for the children to attend. Homeschool teachers are critical to fill the void. Pray God will
raise up teachers to serve as homeschool teachers with a missionary family for even one year.
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Ice Cream Social
By Cindy Matsuda

The Summer Ice Cream Social outreach attracted people of all ages to
not only enjoy a delicious make-your-own ice cream sundae, but also
GVBC inviting their friends and family and the community and making
them feel welcomed. Our emphasis was on being Christ’s witness and
sharing His love with each person we meet.

The children enjoyed a Bingo Scavenger Hunt and other fun games with
the college and youth groups. And, the exhibits were a medley of adult
talents with Hermann and Juliet Schurr showcasing their biking trip to
Iceland; Amy Kato and Silvio Carrara sharing the talent in photography;
the TRI-CITY CERT team educating people in emergency
preparedness; GVBC ministry groups — children, youth, Rooted
(College and Young Adults); the Daniel Plan; and target groups such as
the Ukulele Jammers, Akua Ohana Ohula hula group and the Senior
Exercise group were there to introduce their ministries and to get to
know them.

The children also enjoyed crafts, balloon animals and illusion acts by a
great team of helpers. The music and hula program was really good for
kids and adults. Brandon Hirano and the VBS worship team got kids on
their feet singing. The Ukulele Jammers got everyone to sing. Akua
Ohana Ohula brought in Christ through their dance. Gary Yoshiba and
friends sang some great oldies and Wendy Katagi sang a medley of
songs including one she had written

Throughout the entire night, the Friendship Relations Team as well as
the rest of our helpers made it a point to make personal connections with
our guests. One such team member was able to reach out to a few
people who haven’t been to church in a while and really shared a Christ
connection with them. Everyone really worked hard to do all they could
to make the ice cream social a welcoming outreach to all. At the end of
the night, we were able to offer prayers at the Guest Center.

Special thanks to Rosie Garnica and her Ice Cream Parlor Team. Thank
you to the coordinated efforts of all GVBCers and ministries and to my
Evangelism Ministry. Please continue to pray for who attended.

Photos by Silvio Carrara



SAVE THE DATE: MEN’S RETREAT
Saturday, October 14 — Sunday, October 15 at Victory
Ranch in Moreno Valley. For all men college-age and up.
Watch for registration dates.

WOMEN’S BREAKFAST & A MOVIE
Saturday, October 21. Save the date. More info to follow.

JEMS WOMEN’S LUNCHEON
Saturday, October 28, 9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. at Wintersburg
Presbyterian Church in Santa Ana. Speaker is Reine Ishida.

HARVEST FESTIVAL
Tuesday, October 31, 5:30 — 7:30 p.m. For children 5th
grade and younger and their families. Set up will start on
Sunday, October 29 after the worship services. This is our
annual alternative to Halloween for our church family and
community. Watch for volunteer sign up and candy
donations announcement.

GVBC PRIMETIMERS’ TOURS
Note: The Primetimers’ Tours are for all adults, not just for
seniors
 “THE SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS”:

Thursday, December 7, departing at 10:00 a.m., returns
approx. 5:00 p.m., $134 per person includes motorcoach
transportation, a sit-down, served lunch, the show, gratuity
for your servers. The Candlelight Pavilion in Claremont
blends the elegance of décor and dining with the
excitement of professional music production of “Sounds of
Christmas.” DEADLINE: Final payment is due November
5. No refunds after final payment is made.

To make reservations, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi
after the worship services or through the church office.
Make checks out to GVBC with your trip title in subject line.
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FYI Calendar of  Events

Meet at GVBC at 8:15 a.m. The
Neighborhood Ministry is taking signups
for volunteers to clean up our city parks,
right-of-ways, and neighborhoods. We
will paint, clean and do minor fix-ups.
Afterwards we fellowship with lunch at
Mas Fukai Park. Contact the office to
signup.

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, September 4 Labor Day Federal Holiday

NEW ADULT CLASS: FOLLOWING
CHRIST TODAY
Sunday, September 3, 8:45 — 10:00
a.m., Room 113, taught by Pastor Ron
Matsuda. This class will cover 30
essential lessons dealing with some
critical truths related to following Jesus
which the Lord has taught Pastor Ron
over the past 55 years and which he
would like to pass on to you. Whether
you are a brand new Christian or have
ben a Christian for many years, you will
gain valuable, life-changing insights from
this class. Registration fliers are on the
Narthex counter with a list of the 30
lessons to be covered over a 62-week
period.
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, September 6 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, September 3.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ONLINE GIVING

Upgrading our data base software, which includes the way our online giving is managed, has been delayed. The online
giving is down so thank you for your patience as we make this transition. If you have any questions, feel free to contact
Wendy, ext 672 in the office or wendy@gvbc.net.

FINANCIAL REPORT

$100,000
$105,000
$110,000
$115,000
$120,000
$125,000
$130,000
$135,000
$140,000

General Fund - June

Income
received
Expenses

$600,000

$650,000

$700,000

$750,000

$800,000

General Fund - Jan-Jun 2017

Adopted
budget
Income
received
Expenses

$900,000
$950,000

$1,000,000
$1,050,000
$1,100,000
$1,150,000
$1,200,000

Nehemiah 5 - cumulative
  thru June 2017

Straightline
Goal
ReceivedDonations and Flowers given

in honor or loving memory

FROM TO

Merrick Yoshida,
Jodie, Voltaire & Julie Rivera Kazumi Yoshida

Ueda Memorial Fund Lois Hatsuko Ueda

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones
support College Scholarship Fund, unless specified.

CITY OF GARDENA FOOD PANTRY
We are collecting for the Gardena Food Pantry during the month of August. Please place your donations in the brown
box in the Narthex. A complete list of most needed items is available on the Narthex counter.
PLEASE WATCH EXPIRATION DATES!
We also accept monetary donations. Please make checks payable to GVBC and write “Food Pantry” in the memo line.
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GVBC Pastoral Staff

DOUG BROWN Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor

BRAD TOY College-age Director

LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 682

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator

EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator

LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, AUGUST 27/PROMOTION SUNDAY
Both services in the Community Hall
Layne Wakuta ~ Youth Service ~ First Love

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3/COMMUNION
Mission & Advent Conspiracy Sunday

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
Fall Series Kickoff on the Book of Luke
Pastor Doug Brown

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
Fall Series: The Book of Luke
Pastor Doug Brown

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
Fall Series Kickoff: The Book of Luke
Pastor Doug Brown


