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May 24, 2017 GROWING THROUGH TIMES OF TRANSITION

by Annette Kakimoto – Assistant Pastor

“I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies,

it remains only a single seed.  But if it dies, it produces many seeds.” – John 12:24

It is often a painful experience to see someone or something we love die or end.  We love
life and continuity, not loss and ceasings.  We much prefer stability, not surprise.  But sometimes,
in spite of our tearful protests, some things may, and must, come to an end in order for something
brand new to be birthed.  A kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies; but when it does,
amazingly it can produce even more seeds for future life and growth (John 12:24).   How
paradoxical and ironic that in spite of death, new places of a deeper intimacy with God, rather
than only destruction, can emerge.  Such a work is counterintuitive, countercultural, and even
counterkingdom.

At GVBC, the Lord has been graciously walking us through our pastoral transition.  It
reminds me of three principles in William Bridges’ Transitions:  Making Sense of Life’s Changes:

1. Transitions have an Ending, a Neutral Zone, and a New Beginning.

2.  Every transition begins with an Ending, in which we need to let go of the old (past) in
order to embrace the new (future); and

3.  The middle is just as important as the Ending and the New Beginning.

But what gave me great hope and encouragement was seeing biblically how God worked
through these two significant examples:

We may be at different phases emotionally, relationally, etc. as we walk by faith during
our personal and corporate transitions. Whether graduation from school/college, weddings,
moving away, changes at GVBC, etc., I pray we will grieve and surrender our endings in healthy
ways, wait patiently for God in disorienting times, and then be incredibly surprised as He births
many new expressions of life and mission in and through us.  May the Lord say to us, “See, the
former things have taken place, and new things I declare; before they spring into being I
announce them to you.” (Isaiah 42:9).

I pray we will each experience the Father’s comfort during our endings, Jesus’ presence in
our neutral zone, and the Spirit’s joy of new beginnings to the glory of God!

By His Grace,
Annette Kakimoto

ENDING NEUTRAL ZONE NEW BEGINNING

 Israelites leaving Egypt
(Exodus 12:31-42)

 Wandering in the wilderness
(Numbers 14:34-35;
Psalm 78)

 Coming into the Promised
Land
(Joshua 3-4)

 Good Friday of Jesus’
death on the cross
(Matthew 27:32-50)

 Saturday in the tomb
Matthew 27:57-66)

 Easter Sunday of Christ’s
resurrection
(Matthew 28:1-10)

Mission Statement
Helping people discover Jesus
and become His fully devoted followers.
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SAVE THE DATE!
18th Annual GVBC Golf  Tournament

Friday, August 18
Rio Hondo Golf Club in Downey
12:00 p.m. shotgun start
Early Bird fee is $150 by Friday, July 21
After July 21 $175

We would be very thankful for any support such as:
a) Corporate sponsorships
b) Tee sign sponsors. Tee sponsor forms are on the Narthex counter

next to the brochures.
c) Raffle gift donations such as gift certificates, golf equipment/

accessories, tickets to sporting events, etc.
d) Merchandise, small appliances, gift baskets, etc.
e) Golfers

Our Annual Golf Tournament supports our seminarians with tuition
expenses and GVBC’s Friday Food Ministry, feeding the disadvantaged
and homeless.

For more information and to register, pick up a brochure on the Narthex
counter.

GVBC GOLF TOURNAMENT
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY EVENT

WOMEN’S BRUNCH

Saturday, June 17

10:00 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.

Community Hall

COST: $5.00

SPEAKER: Edna Uratsu

DEVOTION: "THE JOY OF MY SALVATION ... where is it?"
Psalms 13:5-6

Register in the Courtyard after 1st service or the Community Hall after 2nd service

On May 5th, we served our hamburger tomato sauce goulash (Dana
Sata’s mom’s recipe) over rice, along with a green salad, carrot/green
bean mix, garlic bread, fruit cocktail w/bananas, cookies and punch.
We had a few guys from the Wednesday night basketball ministry
come out to join us, as well as a couple of youth doing community
service for their school. Our praise team was awesome and our scrip-
ture for the day came from Galatians 5:16-26, “Life by the Spirit”. Tak
Shimazaki handled the bread pick-up and delivery duty.

Something to share with you all…

You know, I could be having a bad day, yet when I come out on Fri-
day to serve in this ministry, my day will turn joyful. I’m not sure what
it is, but I think it’s a combination of the Holy Spirit’s presence uplifting
me, and serving alongside all of you.

Thank you Jesus!

Friday Food Ministry
By Gerald Mayewaki
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OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEW 28:19

MISSIONS OUTREACH TO MEXICO (M.O.M.)
Requirements: A valid passport is mandatory. Spanish speaking is not mandatory but helpful. A smile goes a long way.
Must have a flexible attitude as things on the mission field often change without notice; a willing heart to serve the Lord
in an international setting; a clear criminal record; be 18 years or older, however, if under 18 years, must be
accompanied by one parent. Must have a signed consent for each trip (you will receive this in an email before departure
after registering).

Future mission trip opportunities:
 Saturday, October 14 — 1-day trip to Tijuana, cost is $40.
 Friday, December 15 to Sunday, December 17, Christmas Outreach, 3-day trip to San Telmo and Ensenada Jail,

cost is $150.
Cost: Make checks payable to Bread of Life Church. Cost covers roundtrip bus transportation to Mexico and some
meals during the trip. Scholarships, depending upon need, are available through an application to the GVBC Missions
Committee.
First timers:  It’s advisable to attend the orientation meeting (date/location will be emailed prior to each trip); and to
speak with someone who has gone on the Mexico missions trip for helpful tips.
For more info, contact Sanaye Nagami via the church office. Registration forms and information available on the Narthex
Counter.

BOB & TERESA MATSUSHIMA’S MISSION TO JAPAN

Teresa posted on their blog and Facebook page:

(L to R): Yuka and David — owners of the J Lodge coffee shop, Bob
Matsushima, Yoshiko Rock, Teresa Matsushima, and David Rock. Yoshiko
& David Rock are from our church and members of our men's and women's
Thursday night community groups from GVBC. They were visiting us this
afternoon. The coffee shop has a very down-home environment, very
woodsie and comfortable. The students feel at home. They sit, chat, study,
and spend time in long conversations with us. Please pray God will anoint
each conversation we have with each student.

This past Sunday, May 14, we had the
awesome privilege of attending the
Sonchapel Christian Church in
Ninomiya. David & Yuka were kind
enough to drive us in their K car
(which has a motorcycle engine).
We drove 30 minutes through the
lush, green mountains to get there.
We worshipped together with Pastor
Moto and his body of believers.
When we took communion, I got
teary-eyed thinking about the fact
that we are part of a worldwide body
of believers in Christ. Felt so
thankful we could worship together
with their church.

So, this is our humble abode. The street level is the entrance to the
building which has a total of five stories. The lobby is the third floor —
no elevator, all stairs. Our apartment — 98 square feet — is on the
second floor, one level below the street. The laundry is on the first
floor. There are about 12 apartments on each floor so there are quite
a few people living here. Judging by the amount of shoes near the
entrance at the end of the day, there are plenty of students living
here. Each person has a small metal locker, which is not locked, with
their room number on it. You are supposed to put your street shoes in
the locker. We are about 120 paces from the coffee shop, less than a
minutes walk across the street. We have actually only seen one
student here since we arrived. They must leave early, return early,
and study!  For having such high occupancy, it is fairly silent and we
rarely hear any other apartment noise, above, below, or adjacent.
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

NEW BABY ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulations to Rodney & Coco Kagawa in the birth of their new granddaughter, Amirah Harmony Kagawa, born on
Monday, May 8 at 8:16 a.m. Amirah weighed 6 lbs. 12 oz. and she was 20” long. Her proud parents are Rodney &
Coco’s son, Mark, and Jessica. Big brother Anthony is happy to have a baby sister.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY
Dear GVBC Family, I want to thank all of you at GVBC who lifted up prayers for me during my illness. I believe God
healed me quickly and completely because of them. I appreciated the beautiful flowers sent to me at the hospital.
Yoshiko [Ogata] creates such artistic arrangements which evoked many compliments. Who could imagine a can of soup
falling on my foot could land me in the hospital for 10 days. It makes me appreciate each day for things could change in
an instant. I just thank God for, as bad as it was, it could have been much worse. God is good. Love, Kathy Sato

IN THE NEWS
Bruce Kaji’s picture was spotted in the Wednesday, May 10, 2017 Rafu Shimpo on the front page. The article is titled
“JANM [Japanese American National Museum] Looks to Past and Future” written by Gwen Muranaka, Rafu English
Editor-in-chief. The subtitle was “Irene Hirano Inouye, Bruce Kaji and Tom Ikeda honored at annual museum gala.” The
caption under the picture stated, “Legacy Award recipient Bruce Kai and [Norman] Mineta jostle one another in jest over
whose time it is to speak at the podium. In the background laughing are Kaji’s sons Troy and Jonathan.” More than
1,100 attended the annual gala as the museum reflected upon the past and looked ahead to new endeavors. Frank
Buckley, KTLA Morning 5 news anchor, was one of the emcees. The article also stated, “Bruce Kaji, the former Jive
Bomber of Manzanar, was honored for his work as the founding JANM president. The former Merit Savings & Loan
head, who turned 92 on May 9, was serenaded by the audience with a rendition of “Happy Birthday.” Kaji was honored
for his guiding vision to build the museum as a part of the redevelopment of Little Tokyo. ‘We wanted to start a museum
to remind people of what happened to Japanese Americans. It has worked out, I must say,’ Kaji remarked.’”
Congratulations Bruce!

OUR MISSION FIELD
CONTINUED

TOMMY DYO CAMPUS CRUSADE FOR CHRIST, EPIC
Tommy considers it an honor to be serving the Lord through the Epic Movement and Cru. It's a new
era at Cru with organizational transitions which Tommy hopes will bring new people and resources
to further diversify and better represent the people they encounter in ministry. Tommy won't be
affected much by the changes, but reported the day-to-day dynamics will be very different for him.

Three conferences highlighted recent ministry. "Be" was the theme of the West Coast Epic
Conference. "Be" focused on one's identity in Christ rather than resorting to people pleasing by merely doing what
seems right. "Breaking Free" was the theme of the East Coast Epic Conference. Tommy's wife, Melissa, spoke on Isaiah
6. Using her gifts of teaching and encouragement, Melissa challenged students to respond to God's call to the poor and
brokenhearted in local communities and campuses. "Breaking Free" also challenged attendees to escape cultural
entanglements which prevent one from living out the Christian faith. There was also a "Day of Faith Outreach" where 30
people prayed to receive the Lord.

Please pray for a smooth transition and ongoing learning for Cru and the Epic Movement as significant structural
changes take place. Also, pray for the summer mission season has approximately 100 students and staff will be
participating in Epic projects. Pray those involved in ministry will be effective and also there will be ample finances to
support this large number of students and staff. Pray Tommy's financial needs will be met as the bi-annual staff
conference in Colorado and travel to Asia to mentor staff teams about their mission experiences will require additional
support for him.



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR
OFFICE CLOSED MEMORIAL DAY
Monday, May 29

FATHER’S DAY
Sunday, June 18

JCI CARNIVAL
This community event is Friday, June 23 — Sunday, June 25.
Watch for sign-ups coming soon to work a booth assigned to
GVBC. Varied shifts available.

GUEST RELATIONS TRAINING
Saturday, June 24, 9:00 a.m. to noon. Are you looking for a
special way to serve the body at GVBC?  Are you concerned for
the safety of those who attend GVBC?  Do you have a heart for
people?  If you answered yes, we may have a ministry
opportunity for you. GVBC's Guest Relations (GR) ministry is
looking for applicants who want to glorify God by helping keep
the GVBC campus a safe place. You may have seen us at the
Harvest Festival, Vacation Bible School or at Sunday morning
services. You'll hear how GR is structured and the many different
roles involved with the GR ministry. Come on out to see if this is
where the Lord is calling you to serve. Light breakfast will be
served. If you have questions or wish to RSVP, please contact
James Hirano via the office or email him at
james.hirano1@gmail.com."

MT. HERMON FAMILY CAMP
[NOTE: date correction] Sunday, July 2 to Saturday, July 8.
For more info or to register online, go to www.jems.org.

Office Closed
Tuesday, July 4 Independence Day Holiday

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Monday, July 10 to Friday, July 14. Finished Pre-school
through 5th Grade. Our VBS theme this year is “Hero Central:
Discover Your Strength in God.” Our all-volunteer meeting will
be held on Sunday, June 11. VBS set-up will be on Sunday,
July 9. Register in the Courtyard after the worship services or
at the office. DEALDINE to sign up to volunteer is Sunday,
June 25.

YOUTH SUMMER CAMP
Sunday, July 23 to Friday, July 28, Oak Glen. Contact Layne
Wakuta, Youth Director, ext. 682 or layne@gvbc.net.

18TH ANNUAL GVBC GOLF TOURNAMENT
Friday, August 18 [see article on page 2]

ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Monday, August 14, 6:00 — 8:15 p.m. Community Hall. More
info to follow.

PROMOTION SUNDAY
August 27
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GVBC PRIMETIMERS’ TOURS
Note: The Primetimers’ Tours are for all adults, not just for
seniors
 “THE SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS”:

Thursday, December 7, departing at 10:00 a.m., returns
approx. 5:00 p.m., $134 per person includes
motorcoach transportation, a sit-down, served lunch, the
show, gratuity for your servers. The Candlelight Pavilion
in Claremont blends the elegance of décor and dinning
with the excitement of professional music production of
“Sounds of Christmas.” DEADLINE: Final payment is
due November 5. No refunds after final payment is
made.

To make reservations, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi
after the worship services or through the church office.
Make checks out to GVBC with your trip title in subject
line.
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, June 7 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, June 4.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GVBC’s Christian Service Scholarships
This scholarship is given as an encouragement to GVBC college students (or those who
will be in college this fall) who volunteer in Christian service. Up to $750 will be awarded
to applicants. See application in the Narthex for requirements. Application &
recommendation DEADLINE is June 20, no exceptions. For info contact Wendy
Nakano, ext. 672, wendy@gvbc.net.

SAVE THE DATE

Pastor Steve Langley & Rev. Sam Tonomura will be leading a ten-day
tour of Germany & the Holy Land through JEMS from:
 Monday, October 8 to Sunday, October 21.
 Full tour is $4,995 per person.
 Most lunches & dinners included.
If you want to go to just Germany, it’s from:
 Monday, October 8 to Friday, October 12.
If you want to go to just the Holy Land it is from:
 Monday, October 12 to Sunday, October 21
 Price is $3,650.

Download a registration form from the JEMS website at www.JEMS.org
or call (213) 613-0022 for a form to be mailed to you. Complete the
registration form online or return to JEMS, 948 E. Second Street, Los
Angeles, CA 90012 along with a $500 per person deposit, attention
Rev. Sam Tonomura.

NOT SURE ABOUT A TOUR?
By Rev. Sam Tonomura
JEMS Special Event & Tour Coordinator

JEMS is providing an informational seminar to
introduce, inform, inspire and answer any questions on
the 2017 Fall Tour of the Holy Land and 500th
Anniversary of the Reformation:

Date: Sat. June 24th

Location: GVBC Room 201

Time: 10:30 a.m. — noon

Everyone interested is welcome. Please sign up with
Rev. Sam at samt@JEMS.org. No obligation.

Sincerely,
Rev. Sam Tonomura
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Gardena Valley Baptist Church
1630 W. 158th Street
Gardena, CA  90247-3712

Phone (310) 323-5683
Website www.gvbc.net
E-mail gvbc@gvbc.net
Twitter http://twitter.com/gvbc
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GVBC Pastoral Staff

DOUG BROWN Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor

BRAD TOY College-age Director

LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 682

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator

EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator

LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, MAY 28
Forgive Us ~ Matthew 6:12
Pastor Daniel Matsuda ~ From Forgiven to Forgiving

SUNDAY, JUNE 4/COMMUNION
Pastor Doug Brown ~ Deliver Us, Matthew 6:13

Sermon Series: True Joy

SUNDAY, JUNE 11
Pastor Doug Brown ~ You and Me, Philippians 1:1-11

SUNDAY, JUNE 18
Pastor Doug Brown ~ To Live is Christ, Phil. 1:12-30

SUNDAY, JUNE 25
Pastor Doug Brown ~ Same Mindset as Christ, Phil 2:1-11

Memorial Day

Monday, May 29


