


ORDER OF WORSHIP
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

SEPTEMBER 26, 2021
8:30am & 11:00am

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVE WORSHIP
You are invited to use this bulletin during our live worship service at 11:00am on Sunday morning. To access our live
worship, please click here.
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: The psalmist proclaims, “If it had not been for

God, who is always on our side, we would have
been lost a long time ago!”

All: If it had not been for God, who is always on our
side, the storms would have destroyed us.

Leader: But God is always on our side! He is always
ready to catch us when we fall.

All: Our help is in the name of God! He made heaven
and earth and he made us! We come to
worship and give thanks. Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE
“Shout to the Lord”
My Jesus, my Savior, Lord there is none like You
All of my days I want to praise
The wonders of Your mighty love
My comfort, my shelter, tower of refuge and strength
Let every breath all that I am,
Never cease to worship You

Shout to the Lord! All the earth let us sing
Power and majesty, Praise to the King
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar
At the sound of Your name
I sing for joy at the work of Your hands
Forever I'll love You, Forever I'll stand.
Nothing compares to the promise I have in You
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried;* The third day he rose from the dead; he
ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic** church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
ghost! As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall
be. World without end. Amen. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON
James 5:13-20
13Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are
any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. 14Are
any among you sick? They should call for the elders of
the church and have them pray over them, anointing
them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15The prayer of
faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up;
and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven.
16Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray
for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer
of the righteous is powerful and effective. 17Elijah was a
human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might
not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain
on the earth. 18Then he prayed again, and the heaven
gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 19My brothers
and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth
and is brought back by another, 20you should know that
whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save
the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of
sins.

PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who have
trespassed against us. And lead us not into temptation.
But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever. Amen.

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond


SONG OF REFLECTION
“Lord, Speak to Me” #463
Lord speak to me that I may speak
In living echoes of Thy tone
As Thou hast sought so let me seek
Thy erring children lost and lone

O strengthen me that while I stand
Firm on the rock and strong in Thee
I may stretch out a loving hand
To wrestlers with the troubled sea

O teach me Lord that I may teach
The precious things Thou dost impart
And wing my words that they may reach
The hidden depths of many a heart

O fill me with Thy fullness Lord
Until my very heart o'erflow
In kindling thought and glowing word
Thy love to tell Thy praise to show

O use me Lord use even me
Just as Thou wilt and when and where
Until Thy blessed face I see
Thy rest Thy joy Thy glory share
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CELEBRATING HOLY BAPTISM
11:00 Jonah Kai Kirschner-Vazquez
Son of Jillian Vazquez and Daniel Kirschner. Grandson of
Melinda White & Armando Vazquez and Virginia & Kevin
Kirschner. Great grandson of Nancy White.

Questions to the parents and family...
Questions to the Church family
Leader: Do you, as Christ’s body, the church, reaffirm

both your rejection of sin and your commitment to
Christ?

People: We do!
Leader: Will you continue to nurture one another in

Christian faith and life and include Jonah Kai now
before you in your care?

People: With God’s help we will proclaim the good
news and live as examples of Christ. We pray that
God’s grace will be with him; and that he will one
day accept faith in Christ for himself!

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER

BAPTISM WITH THE LAYING ON OF HANDS

CHILDREN'S SERMON

OFFERTORY “Almighty God”
Chancel Choir

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Mark 9:38-50
38John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting
out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him,
because he was not following us.” 39But Jesus said, “Do
not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my
name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me.
40Whoever is not against us is for us. 41For truly I tell you,
whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you
bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the
reward.
42“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these
little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if
a great millstone were hung around your neck and you
were thrown into the sea. 43If your hand causes you to
stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed
than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the
unquenchable fire. 45And if your foot causes you to
stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame
than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 47And if
your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for
you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to
have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 48where their
worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.
49“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but
if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have
salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

SERMON “Stumbling Blocks”
Rev. Jeff Gantz



SONG OF RESPONSE
“Rescue the Perishing” #591
Rescue the perishing, care for the dying
Snatch them in pity from sin and the grave
Weep o'er the erring one, Lift up the fallen,
Tell them of Jesus, The mighty to save

Rescue the perishing, care for the dying
Jesus is merciful, Jesus will save

Tho' they are slighting Him, still He is waiting
Waiting the penitent child to receive
Plead with them earnestly, Plead with them gently
He will forgive if they only believe

Down in the human heart, crushed by the tempter
Feelings lie buried that grace can restore
Touched by a loving heart, wakened by kindness
Chords that are broken will vibrate once more

Rescue the perishing, duty demands it
Strength for thy labor the Lord will provide
Back to the narrow way patiently win them
Tell the poor wanderer a Savior has died
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GOING FORTH
Blessed by God’s love and strengthened by God’s Grace,
let us be the church to the people we are with. Amen.

The altar flowers are given by Miranda, Emma, and
Randa Bush to the Glory of God and in loving memory of

our daddy and husband, John Bush.


