


ORDER OF WORSHIP
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

SEPTEMBER 12, 2021
8:30am & 11:00am

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVE WORSHIP
You are invited to use this bulletin during our live worship service at 11:00am on Sunday morning. To access our live
worship, please click here.
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: We come together as a family of faith.
All: We have gathered to honor the living God.
Leader: Through Christ we become a holy people. We

are marked by His Grace and forever claimed as
His children.

All: May our worship help strengthen us to be
followers of Christ.

Leader: To follow Christ means to set your life on a path
that reflects the values of Christ. It means to love
God with everything that you are. It means to love
those around you like you love yourself.

All: We have come to worship and follow the one
who offers new life! Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE
“Christ for the World We Sing” #568
Christ for the world we sing, the world to Christ we bring
With loving zeal; the poor and them that mourn
The faint and overborne, sin sick and sorrow worn
Whom Christ doth heal.

Christ for the world we sing, the world to Christ we bring
With fervent prayer; The wayward and the lost
By restless passions tossed, redeemed at countless cost
From dark despair

Christ for the world we sing, the world to Christ we bring
With one accord; with us the work to share
With us reproach to dare, with us the cross to bear
For Christ our Lord

Christ for the world we sing, the world to Christ we bring
With joyful song; the new-born souls, whose days,
Reclaimed from error's ways,
Inspired with hope and praise
To Christ belong
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried;* The third day he rose from the dead; he
ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic** church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
ghost! As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall
be. World without end. Amen. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON
James 3:1-12
1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers
and sisters, for you know that we who teach will be
judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many
mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is
perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a
bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make
them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at
ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds
to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder
wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue
is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. How
great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the
tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our
members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body,
sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by
hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and
sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the
human species, 8but no one can tame the tongue—a
restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the
Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are
made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth
come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this
ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the
same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a fig
tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine
figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.

PASTORAL PRAYER

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond


LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who have
trespassed against us. And lead us not into temptation.
But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever. Amen.

SONG OF REFLECTION
“Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” #301
Jesus keep me near the cross; there a precious fountain
Free to all, a healing stream,
Flows from Calv'ry's mountain

In the cross, in the cross, be my glory ever
Till my raptured soul shall find
Rest beyond the river

Near the cross a trembling soul,
Love and mercy found me
There the Bright and Morning Star
Sheds its beams around me

Near the cross! O Lamb of God,
Bring its scenes before me
Help me walk from day to day
With its shadows o'er me

Near the cross I'll watch and wait
Hoping trusting ever
Till I reach the golden strand
Just beyond the river
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CHILDREN'S SERMON

OFFERTORY “God Is My Refuge”
Chancel Choir

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Mark 8:27-38
27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of
Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they
answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and
still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But

who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You
are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to
tell anyone about him.
31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must
undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders,
the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after
three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your
mind not on divine things but on human things.”
34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them,
“If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the
gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain
the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can
they give in return for their life? 38Those who are
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and
sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with
the holy angels.”

SERMON “Taking up the Cross”
Rev. Jeff Gantz

SONG OF RESPONSE
“Lift High the Cross” #159
Lift high the cross the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore His sacred name

Come Christians follow this triumphant sign.
The hosts of God in unity combine

Each newborn servant of the Crucified
Bears on the brow the seal of Him who died

O Lord once lifted on the glorious tree
As Thou hast promised draw the world to Thee

So shall our song of triumph ever be
Praise to the Crucified for victory
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GOING FORTH
Blessed by God’s love and strengthened by God’s Grace,
let us be the church to the people we are with. Amen.

The altar flowers are given by Mike Greenwood to the
Glory of God and in memory of Bobby Greenwood on his

birthday. He was a fun-loving husband and father!


