


ORDER OF WORSHIP
HALLOWEEN SUNDAY

OCTOBER 31, 2021
8:30am & 11:00am

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVE WORSHIP
You are invited to use this bulletin during our live worship service at 11:00am on Sunday morning. To access our live
worship, please click here.
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Like candy in a Halloween basket, we have

gathered as God’s faithful community!!
People: We have come to give God thanks and to

celebrate life!
Leader: God has always invited us to come like children,

full of joy and trust.
People: For such is the kingdom of God!
Leader: To anything that says “Boo!” or goes bump in the

night, we proclaim that our God is bigger than the
darkness!

All: We come ready to laugh and worship and give
thanks to God! Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE
“Up From the Grave He Arose”
Low in the grave He lay, Jesus my Savior,
Waiting the coming day, Jesus my Lord!

Up from the grave He arose, with a mighty triumph o'er
His foes;
He arose a victor from the dark domain,
And He lives forever with His saints to reign.
He arose! He arose! Hallelujah Christ arose!

Vainly they watch His bed, Jesus my Savior,
Vainly they seal the dead, Jesus my Lord!

Death cannot keep his prey, Jesus my Savior,
He tore the bars away, Jesus my Lord!
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried;* The third day he rose from the dead; he
ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic** church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
ghost! As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall
be. World without end. Amen. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Matthew 14:22-33
22Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and
go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the
crowds. 23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he
went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening
came, he was there alone, 24but by this time the boat,
battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind
was against them. 25And early in the morning he came
walking toward them on the sea. 26But when the disciples
saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying,
“It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart,
it is I; do not be afraid.” 28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it
is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29He
said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started
walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30But
when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened,
and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!”
31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught
him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you
doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased.
33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you
are the Son of God.”

PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who have
trespassed against us. And lead us not into temptation.
But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever. Amen.

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond


SONG OF REFLECTION
“And Are We Yet Alive”
And are we yet alive,  and see each other's face?
Glory and thanks to Jesus give for His almighty grace

Preserved by power divine to full salvation here,
Again in Jesus' praise we join, and in His sight appear.

What troubles have we seen, what mighty conflicts past,
Fightings without, and fears within, since we assembled
last!

Let us take up the cross till we the crown obtain,
And gladly reckon all things loss so we may Jesus gain.
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CHILDREN’S SERMON

BLESSING OF THE COSTUMES
Leader: Do you believe that God prevails over fear, evil,

and death?
People: We believe it!
Leader: Do you trust what the psalmist says that, “Even

in the dark valleys, God is there”?
People: We trust it!
Leader: Do you trust in what St. Paul said, “That there is

nothing that can separate us from the love of God
in Christ Jesus!”?

People: We trust it!
Leader: And do you trust that God loves to hear us laugh

and enjoy each other in moments of creativity?
People: We trust it.
Leader: Then with childlike hearts, let's invite God to be a

part of our Halloween:
Holy God, giver of life, we know you are ruler over all
things that try to make us afraid. You are the one who
pushes back darkness and brings forth light. And you are
the one who can bring new life after death. As the One
who created us, we know it makes you glad to hear us
laugh, and to watch us play. So, we ask you to bless all
of us today that have dressed up in our Halloween
costumes. Bless all of us as we go “trick-or-treating.” And
bless those of us who will open our doors and share a
gift of joy. Let our laughter and our wholesome fun be a
sign to anyone who does not know you, that your love
reigns! Among the costumes and the masks and the
carved out pumpkins. Your love reigns! In the name of
Jesus. Amen.

OFFERTORY

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Luke 19:1-10
1He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2A man
was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector
and was rich. 3He was trying to see who Jesus was, but
on account of the crowd he could not, because he was
short in stature. 4So he ran ahead and climbed a
sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass
that way. 5When Jesus came to the place, he looked up
and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I
must stay at your house today.” 6So he hurried down and
was happy to welcome him. 7All who saw it began to
grumble and said, “He has gone to be the guest of one
who is a sinner.” 8Zacchaeus stood there and said to the
Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to
the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I
will pay back four times as much.” 9Then Jesus said to
him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because
he too is a son of Abraham. 10For the Son of Man came
to seek out and to save the lost.”

SERMON “A Blessing in Disguise”
Rev. Jeff Gantz

SONG OF RESPONSE
“He Lives”
I serve a risen Savior, He's in the world today;
I know that He is living, whatever foes may say.
I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer,
And just the time I need Him, He's always near.

He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me along life's narrow
way
He lives, He lives, Salvation to impart!
You ask me how I know He lives? He lives within my
heart.

In all the world around me I see His loving care,
And though my heart grows weary, I never will despair.
I know that He is leading through all the stormy blast;
The day of His appearing will come at last.

Rejoice, rejoice,  O Christian, lift up your voice and sing
Eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ the King!
The Hope of all who seek Him, the Help of all who find;
None other is so loving, so good and kind.
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GOING FORTH
Blessed by God’s love and strengthened by God’s Grace,
let us be the church to the people we are with. Amen.

The altar flowers are given by Lee Thiesfeld and Donna
Walker to the Glory of God in loving memory of his son,

Jason Thiesfeld.


