


ORDER OF WORSHIP
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

NOVEMBER 28, 2021
8:30am & 11:00am

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVE WORSHIP
You are invited to use this bulletin during our live worship service at 11:00am on Sunday morning. To access our live
worship, please click here.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: The time is coming and now is when God’s

promises will be fulfilled.
People: God is inviting us to gather closer and

experience the gift of grace.
Leader: Advent is the season to journey towards God.

This journey can lead us back home to God.
People: We are here because God has called us to

this journey! May God be praised along the
way. Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE
“People, Look East” #202
People look east the time is near
Of the crowning of the year
Make your house fair as you are able
Trim the hearth and set the table
People look east and sing today
Love the Guest is on the way

Furrows be glad though earth is bare
One more seed is planted there
Give up your strength the seed to nourish
That In course the flower may flourish
People look east and sing today
Love the Rose is on the way

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim,
One more light the bowl shall brim,
Shining beyond the frosty weather,
Bright as sun and moon together
People, look east and sing today:
Love, the Star, is on the way.

Angels announce with shouts of mirth
Him who brings new life to earth
Set ev'ry peak and valley humming
With the word the Lord is coming
People look east and sing today
Love the Lord is on the way
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried;* The third day he rose from the dead; he
ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic** church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
ghost! As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall
be. World without end. Amen. Amen.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
Reader: The season of Advent calls us to return home, to
return our hearts back to God. It is the place where we
will always be welcomed and loved and included.
For the next four weeks, we journey together toward the
home of God. We light our first candle as a sign of our
hope that God will meet us along the way. It is time to
turn back to God. It is time to look for the signs of God
and trust that dreams can come true. It is time to return
home.

(first candle is lit)

Let us pray,
Holy God, as we begin the Journey of Advent, we trust
that you will lead us. Give us signs of your presence with
us and let your light grow brighter along the way. Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who have
trespassed against us. And lead us not into temptation.
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But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever. Amen.

SONG OF REFLECTION
“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” #196
Come,Thou long expected Jesus,
Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel's strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art;
Dear desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart

Born Thy people to deliver,
Born a child and yet a King,
Born to reign in us forever,
Now Thy gracious Kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all sufficient merit,
Raise us to Thy glorious throne.
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CHILDREN’S SERMON

OFFERTORY
“The People Who Walk Now in
Darkness”

Chancel Choir

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Luke 21:25-36
25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars,
and on the earth distress among nations confused by the
roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from
fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for
the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they
will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power
and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take
place, stand up and raise your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near.”
29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and
all the trees; 30as soon as they sprout leaves you can see
for yourselves and know that summer is already near.
31So also, when you see these things taking place, you
know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you,

this generation will not pass away until all things have
taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will not pass away. 34“Be on guard so that your
hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day
catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come
upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be
alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength
to escape all these things that will take place, and to
stand before the Son of Man.”

SERMON
“Starting in the Right Direction” Rev. Jeff Gantz

“Starry Night”
Vincent Van Gough, 1889

SONG OF RESPONSE
“There’s a Song in the Air” #249
There's a song in the air! There's a star in the sky!
There's a mother's deep prayer and a baby's low cry
And the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing
For the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King

There's a tumult of joy o'er the wonderful birth
For the virgin's sweet boy is the Lord of the earth
Ay the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing
For the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King

In the light of that star lie the ages impearled
And that song from afar has swept over the world
Every hearth is aflame and the beautiful sing
In the homes of the nations that Jesus is King

We rejoice in the light and we echo the song
That comes down thro' the night
From the heavenly throng
Ay we shout to the lovely evangel they bring
And we greet in His cradle our Savior and King
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GOING FORTH
Blessed by God’s love and strengthened by God’s Grace,
let us be the church to the people we are with. Amen.

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God by Mike
Greenwood in loving memory of her mother, Alice Brown,

who would have turned 100 on November 29th.


