


ORDER OF WORSHIP
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

MAY 9, 2021
8:30am & 11:00am

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVE WORSHIP
You are invited to use this bulletin during our live worship service at 11:00am on Sunday morning. To access
our live worship, please click here.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Sing to the Lord a new song; for God has

done great things.
People: Even creation itself can sing of God’s

wonder.
Leader: When we walk in darkness, God is there.

And when we find ourselves stumbling in
weakness, God is there.

People: Our God does Great things!
Leader: When we find ourselves needing a second

chance or longing for a little grace, God is there.
People: Our God does great things!
Leader: Our God is quick to love and has promised

to never let us go.
People: We come to sing and give thanks to our

God who does great things for us! Amen.

HYMN “Come, Christians Join to Sing” #158
Come Christians join to sing: Alleluia amen
Loud praise to Christ our King: Alleluia amen
Let all with heart and voice,
Before His throne rejoice
Praise is His gracious choice. Alleluia amen

Come lift your hearts on high: Alleluia amen
Let praises fill the sky: Alleluia amen
He is our Guide and Friend
To us He'll condescend
His love shall never end: Alleluia amen

Praise yet the Lord again: Alleluia amen
Life shall not end the strain: Alleluia amen
On heaven's blissful shore
His goodness we'll adore
Singing forevermore: Alleluia amen
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only
Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;*
The third day he rose from the dead; he ascended
into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic** church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy ghost! As it was in the beginning, is now and
ever shall be. World without end. Amen. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Psalm 98
1O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done
marvelous things. His right hand and his holy arm
have gotten him victory.
2The Lord has made known his victory; he has
revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations.
3He has remembered his steadfast love and
faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the ends of
the earth have seen the victory of our God.
4Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break
forth into joyous song and sing praises.
5Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre
and the sound of melody.
6With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a
joyful noise before the King, the Lord.
7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and
those who live in it.
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8Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing
together for joy
9at the presence of the Lord, for he is coming to
judge the earth. He will judge the world with
righteousness, and the peoples with equity.

PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who have trespassed against us. And lead us
not into temptation. But deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.

CHILDREN'S SERMON

SPECIAL MUSIC “Lord Most High”
Chancel Choir

SHARING OUR GIFTS
Thank you for supporting the church! Offering
plates are located up front, in the chancel area.

SCRIPTURE LESSON
John 15:9-17
9As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you;
abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments,
you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I
have said these things to you so that my joy may
be in you, and that your joy may be complete.
12“This is my commandment, that you love one
another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater
love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I
command you. 15I do not call you servants any
longer, because the servant does not know what
the master is doing; but I have called you friends,
because I have made known to you everything that
I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose
me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and

bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will
give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am
giving you these commands so that you may love
one another.

SERMON “Rethinking Love”
Rev. Jeff Gantz

HYMN “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” #528
What a friend we have in Jesus
All our sins and griefs to bear
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer
O what peace we often forfeit
O what needless pain we bear
All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer

Have we trials and temptations
Is there trouble anywhere
We should never be discouraged
Take it to the Lord in prayer
Can we find a friend so faithful
Who will all our sorrows share
Jesus knows our every weakness
Take it to the Lord in prayer
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GOING FORTH
Blessed by God’s love and strengthened by God’s
Grace, let us be the church to the people we are
with. Amen.

The altar flowers are given by Lynn & Charles
Hewitt to the Glory of God and in honor of all those

women who have provided a nurturing influence
and love in our lives.

In celebration of Mother’s Day and in honor of all
mothers, St. John’s Worship Committee will make a

donation to Fort Bend Women’s Center.


