


ORDER OF WORSHIP
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

MAY 2, 2021
11:00AM

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVE WORSHIP
You are invited to use this bulletin during our live worship service at 11:00am on Sunday morning. To access
our live worship, please click here.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Come and Praise the Lord! Come and

worship the Holy One.
People: God is worthy to be praised. For God is

giver of all good things.
Leader: All who hunger and thirst are welcome to

come and eat at the table of God.
People: Everyone is welcome at the table of God!

We worship with thanks and praise! Amen.

HYMN “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
Love divine all loves excelling
Joy of heaven to earth come down
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling
All Thy faithful mercies crown
Jesus Thou art all compassion
Pure unbounded love Thou art
Visit us with Thy salvation
Enter every trembling heart

Breathe O breathe Thy loving Spirit
Into every troubled breast
Let us all in Thee inherit
Let us find that second rest
Take away our bent to sinning
Alpha and Omega be
End of faith as its beginning
Set our hearts at liberty

Finish then Thy new creation
Pure and spotless let us be
Let us see Thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in Thee
Changed from glory into glory
Till in heaven we take our place
Till we cast our crowns before Thee
Lost in wonder love and praise
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son,
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried;* The third day he rose
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth
at the right hand of God the Father almighty; from
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic**
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy ghost! As it was in the beginning, is now and
ever shall be. World without end. Amen. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON
John 15:1-8
1”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.
2He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit.
Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it
bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by
the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I
abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by
itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you
unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear
much fruit, because apart from me you can do
nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown
away like a branch and withers; such branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit
and become my disciples.

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond


CHILDREN’S SERMON

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC “Jesus, Draw Me Close”
Chancel Choir

SHARING OUR GIFTS
Your financial gift makes a difference in people's
lives! Together we can continue the teachings of
Christ!

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Acts 8:26-40
26Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up
and go toward the south to the road that goes down
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.)
27So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian
eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had
come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning
home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the
prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go
over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it
and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked,
“Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He
replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?”
And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.
32Now the passage of the scripture that he was
reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the
slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so
he does not open his mouth. 33In his humiliation
justice was denied him. Who can describe his
generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.”
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask
you, does the prophet say this, about himself or
about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak,

and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him
the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going
along the road, they came to some water; and the
eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent
me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the
chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the
eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip
baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the
eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way
rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as
he was passing through the region, he proclaimed
the good news to all the towns until he came to
Caesarea.

SERMON “Sitting With”
Rev. Jeff Gantz

CELEBRATING HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, O God, who cares for us like the
loving Gardener. Who provides us with what we need
for growth and strength. And like the gardener, you
know where we need to be directed, and pulled back.
Allowed to grow and where to be pruned. Even when
our lives feel crazy and out of control, you are faithful
with your love and attention. Throughout history you
have proven yourself to be the gardener who cares
for what you plant and create.

And so, with your people on earth and all the
company of heaven we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna
in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you, and blessed is Jesus Christ, the Holy
vine that nourishes us and holds us together. In
Christ, we are invited to always stay connected to
your source of hope and Love. Through the life of
Jesus, we have learned what it means to live and
thrive as a  people of faith. We have enjoyed the gifts
of peace and forgiveness and mutual love between



each other. Through Christ we have been blessed
with bounty beyond measure!  And it was on the night
before his death, that Jesus took some of the fruit of
the vine and some of the grain of the field and
reminded us just how connected we all are to each
other and to you.

Taking a loaf of bread, breaking it and sharing it, he
said:
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me."

When the supper was over Jesus took the fruit of the
vine, gave thanks to you, gave it to the disciples, and
said:
"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, poured out for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me."

And so, in remembrance of these mighty acts in
Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and
thanksgiving as a holy and living branch of His love
for the world. And  we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come
again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us today, Lord, and on
the gift of this meal. Meet us where we are. And bind
us together. Help us to share the gift of your grace
and abundance with each other...and those around
us. In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen. Amen.

SHARING HOLY COMMUNION TOGETHER

HYMN “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian”
Lord I want to be a Christian in my heart, in my heart
Lord I want to be a Christian in my heart.
In my heart, In my heart
Lord I want to be a Christian in my heart

Lord I want to be more loving in my heart, in my heart
Lord I want to be more loving in my heart.
In my heart, In my heart,
Lord I want to be more loving in my heart.

Lord I want to be like Jesus in my heart, in my heart
Lord I want to be like Jesus in my heart.
In my heart, In my heart,
Lord I want to be like Jesus in my heart.
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GOING FORTH
Blessed by God’s love and strengthened by God’s
Grace, let us be the church to the people we are with.
Amen.

The altar flowers are given by Ruth & Sam Mayson to
the Glory of God and in honor of the church staff.


