ST. JOHN'S
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

Richmond t Texas



ORDER OF WORSHIP
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
MARCH 8, 2026
8:30 & 11:00AM

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVE WORSHIP

You are invited to use this bulletin during our live worship service at 11:00am on Sunday morning. To access our live

worship, please click here.
PRELUDE
GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 95)

Leader: O come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make
a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!

People: Let us come into his presence with
thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him
with songs of praise!

Leader: For the LORD is a great God and a great King
above all gods.

People: In his hand are the depths of the earth; the
heights of the mountains are his also.

Leader: The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry
land, which his hands have formed.

All: O come, let us worship and bow down; let us
kneel before the LORD, our Maker!

SONG OF PRAISE

“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” #89
Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee,

God of glory, Lord of love;

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee,

Opening to the sun above.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;

Drive the dark of doubt away.

Giver of immortal gladness,

Fill us with the light of day.

All Thy works with joy surround Thee,
Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays,
Stars and angels sing around Thee,
Center of unbroken praise.

Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Flowery meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird and flowing fountain,
Call us to rejoice in Thee.

Thou art giving and forgiving,

Ever blessing, ever blest,
Wellspring of the joy of living,
Ocean depth of happy rest.

Thou our Father, Christ our Brother,
All who live in love are Thine;
Teach us how to love each other,
Lift us to the joy divine.

Mortals, join the mighty chorus
Which the morning stars began;
Love divine is reigning o'er us
Binding all within its span.

Ever singing, march we onward,
Victors in the midst of strife;
Joyful music lifts us sunward,

In the triumph song of life.
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried;*

The third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father
almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick
and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic** church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Ghost! As it was in the beginning, is now and ever
shall be. World without end. Amen. Amen.


https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond

SCRIPTURE LESSON

Exodus 17:1-7

'From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of
the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lorp
commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there
was no water for the people to drink. 2The people
quarrelled with Moses, and said, ‘Give us water to
drink.” Moses said to them, ‘Why do you quarrel with
me? Why do you test the Lorp?’ *But the people
thirsted there for water; and the people complained
against Moses and said, ‘Why did you bring us out of
Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with
thirst?’ “So Moses cried out to the Lorb, ‘What shall |
do with this people? They are almost ready to stone
me.’ °The Lorp said to Moses, ‘Go on ahead of the
people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you;
take in your hand the staff with which you struck the
Nile, and go. °l will be standing there in front of you on
the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come
out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so,
in the sight of the elders of Israel. "He called the place
Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites
quarrelled and tested the Lorb, saying, ‘Is the Lorb
among us or not?’

PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
have trespassed against us. And lead us not into
temptation. But deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

SONG OF REFLECTION

“Rock of Ages” #361
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in thee;

Let the water and the blood,

From thy wounded side which flowed,

Be of sin the double cure;

Save from wrath and make me pure.

Not the labors of my hands

Can fulfill thy law's demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears forever flow,

All for sin could not atone;

Thou must save and Thou alone.

Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to the cross | cling;
Naked, come to thee for dress;
Helpless, look to thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly;

Wash me, Savior, or | die.

While | draw this fleeting breath,
When mine eyes shall close in death,
When | soar to worlds unknown,

See thee on thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in thee.
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PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
CHILDREN'S SERMON

OFFERING OUR GIFTS and TITHES
(Thank you for your generosity! To contribute
electronically, please see the QR code.)

SHARING OUR GIFTS
“Christ in You”

DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Chancel Choir



SCRIPTURE LESSON

John 4:7-26

"A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus
said to her, ‘Give me a drink’. 8(His disciples had gone
to the city to buy food.) °The Samaritan woman said to
him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a
woman of Samaria?’ (Jews do not share things in
common with Samaritans.) '°Jesus answered her, ‘If
you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to
you, “Give me a drink”, you would have asked him,
and he would have given you living water.” "The
woman said to him, ‘Sir, you have no bucket, and the
well is deep. Where do you get that living water? "?Are
you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the
well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?’
3Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water
will be thirsty again, “but those who drink of the water
that | will give them will never be thirsty. The water that
| will give will become in them a spring of water
gushing up to eternal life.” *The woman said to him,
‘Sir, give me this water, so that | may never be thirsty
or have to keep coming here to draw water.’

'®Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come
back.” ""The woman answered him, ‘I have no
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, “I
have no husband”; "®for you have had five husbands,
and the one you have now is not your husband. What
you have said is true!” "*The woman said to him, ‘Sir, |
see that you are a prophet. °Our ancestors
worshipped on this mountain, but you say that the
place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.’
21Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe me, the hour is
coming when you will worship the Father neither on
this mountain nor in Jerusalem. ?*You worship what
you do not know; we worship what we know, for
salvation is from the Jews. 2*But the hour is coming,
and is now here, when the true worshippers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father
seeks such as these to worship him. #God is spirit,
and those who worship him must worship in spirit and
truth.” 2The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah
is coming’ (who is called Christ). ‘When he comes, he
will proclaim all things to us.’ ?Jesus said to her, ‘l am
he, the one who is speaking to you.’

SERMON

‘Empty Vessels” Rev. Richard Luna

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP

SONG OF INVITATION

“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken”

Glorious things of thee are spoken,
Zion, city of our God;

God whose word cannot be broken,
Formed thee for His own abode.
On the Rock of Ages founded,
What can shake thy sure repose?
With salvation's walls surrounded,
Thou may'st smile at all thy foes

See the streams of living waters,
Springing from eternal love,

Well supply thy sons and daughters,
And all fear of want remove.

Who can faint while such a river
Ever flows their thirst to assuage?
Grace which like the Lord, the Giver,
Never fails from age to age.

Round each habitation hov'ring,
See the cloud and fire appear

For a glory and a cov'ring,
Showing that the Lord is near!
Thus deriving from our banner
Light by night and shade by day,
Safe we feed upon the manna,
Which God gives us when we pray

Blest inhabitants of Zion,

Washed in our Redeemer’s blood;
Jesus, whom our souls rely on,
Makes us monarchs, priests of God.
Us, by His great love, He raises,
Rulers over self to reign,

And as priests His solemn praises
We for thankful offering bring.
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SENDING FORTH

CHORAL RESPONSE
“I Come to the Cross”

| come to the cross, seeking mercy and grace,
| come to the cross, where You died in my place.
Out of my weakness, and into Your strength,

Humbly, | come to the cross.

#731
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GOING FORTH

Blessed by God’s love and strengthened by God’s
Grace, let us be the church to the people we are with.
Amen.

Glory to our Lord who heals the hurt and gives
strength to the weary. Altar flowers given in honor of a
deserving soul, Walter, and a loving sister, Charlotte,
by Peggy Gless.

The rose on the piano is in celebration of the birth of
Daisylou Farr on February 21, 2026 to Amber Gray
and Dajleon Farr. Proud great grandparents are
Linda & Wayne Lambert.

QR Code provided for your tithes and offerings.
Thank you.




	 

