
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
JULY 12, 2020 

11:00AM 
 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVE WORSHIP 
You are invited to use this bulletin during our live worship service at 11:00am on Sunday morning. To access 
our live worship, please click here. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: Come and worship, wherever you might be  

  today; give thanks to the God who is with  
  us. 

People: We give thanks to God for our families,  
  our friendships, and our lives. 

Leader: God’s love is generous, abundant, and  
  always available. 

People: We come to celebrate God’s love and to  
  share it with others. Amen. 

 
 

HYMN    “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 
Praise to the Lord the Almighty 
The King of creation 
O my soul praise Him 
For He is thy health and salvation 
All ye who hear now to His temple draw near 
Join me in glad adoration 
 

Praise to the Lord 
O let all that is in me adore Him 
All that hath life and breath 
Come now with praises before Him 
Let the amen sound from His people again 
Gladly forever adore Him 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son, 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried;*  
The third day he rose from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the 
Father almighty; from thence he shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic** church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Psalm 65 
Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion; and to you shall 
vows be performed, O you who answer prayer! To 
you all flesh shall come. 
When deeds of our sin overwhelm us, you forgive us. 
Happy are those whom you choose and bring near to 
live in your courts. We shall be satisfied with the 
goodness of your house, your holy temple. 
You are awesome and you deliver us, O God of our 
salvation; you are the hope of all the earth, even to 
the farthest seas. By your strength you established 
the mountains; you are girded with might. You silence 
the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, the 
chaos of the peoples. Those who live at earth’s 
farthest bounds are awed by your signs; you make 
the gateways of the morning and the evening shout 
for joy. 
 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC    “Lord of the Dance” 
Donna Fletcher, flute 
 

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond


 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
 

SHARING OUR GIFTS  
Your financial gift makes a difference in people's 
lives! Together we can continue the teachings of 
Christ!  
 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat 
beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered around 
him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the 
whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them 
many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower 
went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell 
on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 
5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not 
have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since 
they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, 
they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 
withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and 
the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds 
fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone 
with ears listen!”... 
...18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When 
anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 
what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on 
the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, 
this is the one who hears the word and immediately 
receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, 
but endures only for a while, and when trouble or 
persecution arises on account of the word, that 
person immediately falls away. 22As for what was 
sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 
word, but the cares of the world and the lure of 
wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as 
for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 
hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears 
fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another 
sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 
 

SERMON    “The Prodigal Sower” 
Rev. Jeff Gantz 

HYMN    “Hymn of Promise” 
In the bulb there is a flower 
In the seed an apple tree 
In cocoons a hidden promise 
Butterflies will soon be free 
In the cold and snow of winter 
There's a spring that waits to be 
Unrevealed until its season 
Something God alone can see 
 

There's a song in every silence 
Seeking word and melody 
There's a dawn in every darkness 
Bringing hope to you and me 
From the past will come the future 
What it holds a mystery 
Unrevealed until its season 
Something God alone can see 
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GOING FORTH 
Blessed by God’s love and strengthened by God’s 
Grace, let us be the church to the people we are with. 
Amen. 
 
 

 
 

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God by 
Frank & Sandy Hayward and in loving memory of 

their parents Frank & Lois Hayward and Bill & 
Frances Autwell. 


