


ORDER OF WORSHIP
BAPTISM OF JESUS SUNDAY

JANUARY 8, 2023
8:30AM & 11:00AM

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVE WORSHIP
You are invited to use this bulletin during our live worship service at 11:00am on Sunday morning. To access
our live worship, please click here.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: You are invited to come to the waters and

remember that you are a child of God.
All: We gather to worship the one who claims us

and loves us.
Leader: We are a people of God’s grace! May our

worship today celebrate what God has done
for us!

All: With joyful hearts, we come to worship!
Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE
“O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” #5
O for a thousand tongues to sing,
My great Redeemer's praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace!

My gracious Master and my God,
Assist me to proclaim,
To spread thru all the earth abroad
The honors of Thy name.

Jesus, the name that charms our fears,
That bids our sorrows cease;
'Tis music in the sinner's ears,
'Tis life, and health, and peace.

He breaks the pow'r of canceled sin,
He sets the pris'ner free;
His blood can make the foulest clean;
His blood availed for me.

He speaks, and listening, to His voice,
New life the dead receive;
The mournful, broken hearts rejoice,
The humble poor believe.
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son,
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born

of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried;*
The third day he rose from the dead; he ascended
into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the
Father almighty; from thence he shall come to judge
the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic** church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy ghost! As it was in the beginning, is now and
ever shall be. World without end. Amen. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Psalm 29
1Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to
the Lord glory and strength. 2Ascribe to the Lord the
glory of his name; worship the Lord in holy splendor.
3The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of
glory thunders, the Lord, over mighty waters. 4The
voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is
full of majesty. 5The voice of the Lord breaks the
cedars; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon.
6He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Sirion like a
young wild ox. 7The voice of the Lord flashes forth
flames of fire. 8The voice of the Lord shakes the
wilderness; the Lord shakes the wilderness of
Kadesh. 9The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to
whirl, and strips the forest bare; and in his temple all
say, “Glory!” 10The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;
the Lord sits enthroned as king forever. 11May the
Lord give strength to his people! May the Lord bless
his people with peace!

PASTORAL PRAYER

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond


THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

SONG OF REFLECTION
“Spirit Song” #347
Oh let the Son of God enfold you
With His Spirit and His love.
Let Him fill your heart and satisfy your soul.
Oh let Him have those things that hold you,
And His Spirit like a dove
Will descend upon your life and make you whole.

Jesus, oh Jesus, Come and fill Your lambs.
Jesus, oh Jesus, Come and fill Your lambs.

Oh come and sing this song with gladness
As your hearts are filled with joy.
Lift your hands in sweet surrender to His name.
Oh give Him all your tears and sadness;
Give Him all your years of pain,
And you'll enter into life in Jesus' name.
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PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

CHILDREN’S SERMON

OFFERING OUR GIFTS and TITHES
(Thank you for your generosity! To contribute
electronically, please see the QR code at the end of
the bulletin.)

OFFERTORY
“Be Still and Know” Chancel Choir

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Matthew 3:13-17
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the
Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would have
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you,
and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered him,
“Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And
when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up
from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened
to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am
well pleased.”

SERMON
“Blessing the Dull Bits” Rev. Jeff Gantz

REMEMBERING OUR BAPTISM
Leader: Brothers and sisters in Christ:
Through the Sacrament of Baptism we are initiated
into Christ’s holy Church. We are incorporated into
God’s mighty acts of salvation and given new birth
through water and the Spirit.  All this is God’s gift,
offered to us without price.

On behalf of the whole Church,
I ask you:

Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness,
reject the
evil powers of this world, and repent of your sin?
We do.

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you
to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever
forms they present themselves?
We do.

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your
whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve him as
your Lord, in union with the Church which Christ has
opened to all people?
We do.

According to the grace given to you, will you remain
faithful members of Christ’s holy Church and serve as
Christ’s representatives in the world?
We will.



THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Eternal Father:
When nothing existed but chaos,
you swept across the dark waters
and brought forth light.
In the days of Noah
you saved those on the ark through water.
After the flood you set in the clouds a rainbow.
When you saw your people as slaves in Egypt,
you led them to freedom through the sea.
In the fullness of time, you sent us Jesus,
Nurtured in the water of a womb.
And he was baptized by John as a sign of your grace
to us all.
Today we come to the waters to stand with Jesus too.
We come to remember and reclaim your call and
relationship with us.
So, pour out your Holy spirit on this gift of water.
And let it help us to remember the gift of your grace
declared at our baptism…
--you have washed us from our sin.
--you have claimed for us a new relationship.
--You have poured yourself into our lives.
So that in our living and in our dying, we will always
know that You are with us.
We pray this prayer with thankfulness, in the name of
Jesus the Christ. Amen.

(At this time, you are invited to come to the font and
receive a symbolic gesture of God’s grace over your
life)

SONG OF RESPONSE
“Surely The Presence Of The Lord” #328
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place
I can feel His mighty power and His grace
I can hear the brush of angel's wings
I see glory on each face
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place
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GOING FORTH
Blessed by God’s love and strengthened by God’s
Grace, let us be the church to the people we are with.
Amen.

The altar flowers are given by John & Virginia
Shelton to the Glory of God in memory of our

parents, Eric & Ethylene Shelton and Bill & Mickie
Robinette.

QR Code provided for your tithes and offerings.
Thank you.


