


ORDER OF WORSHIP
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

FEBRUARY 5, 2023
8:30AM & 11:00AM

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVE WORSHIP
You are invited to use this bulletin during our live worship service at 11:00am on Sunday morning. To access
our live worship, please click here.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Happy are those who make time for God. For

their lives will be blessed because of it.
All: We come to seek God in our lives. To learn

what it means to be God’s people.
Leader: Joy comes when we learn to share what God

has given us. When we are generous and
kind and when we are quick to love another.

All: May that joy be found in our worship today!
Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE
“Shout to the Lord”
My Jesus, my Savior, Lord there is none like You
All of my days I want to praise
The wonders of Your mighty love
My comfort, my shelter, tower of refuge and strength
Let every breath all that I am,
Never cease to worship You

Shout to the Lord! All the earth let us sing
Power and majesty, Praise to the King
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar
At the sound of Your name
I sing for joy at the work of Your hands
Forever I'll love You, Forever I'll stand.
Nothing compares to the promise I have in You
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son,
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried;*
The third day he rose from the dead; he ascended
into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the
Father almighty; from thence he shall come to judge
the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic** church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy ghost! As it was in the beginning, is now and
ever shall be. World without end. Amen. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Isaiah 58:1-9a
1Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a
trumpet! Announce to my people their rebellion, to
the house of Jacob their sins. 2Yet day after day they
seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they
were a nation that practiced righteousness and did
not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of
me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to
God.
3“Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble
ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve
your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all
your workers. 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to
fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as
you do today will not make your voice heard on high.
5Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble
oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush,
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a
fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? 6Is not this the
fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to
undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go
free, and to break every yoke? 7Is it not to share your
bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor
into your house; when you see the naked, to cover
them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and
your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator
shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be
your rear guard. 9Then you shall call, and the Lord
will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say,
Here I am.

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond


PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

SONG OF REFLECTION
“Here I Am, Lord” #593
I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people
cry,
All who dwell in dark and sin my Hand will save.
I who made the stars of night,
I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
I have heard You calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if You lead me.
I will hold Your people in my heart.

I, the Lord of snow and rain,
I have borne my people’s pain.
I have wept for love of them. They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone,
Give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak My Word to them.
Whom shall I send?

I, the Lord of wind and flame,
I will tend the poor and lame,
I will set a feast for them. My Hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide
Till their hearts are satisfied.
I will give My life to them.
Whom shall I send?

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

CHILDREN’S SERMON

OFFERING OUR GIFTS and TITHES
(Thank you for your generosity! To contribute
electronically, please see the QR code at the end of
the bulletin.)

OFFERTORY
“Let It Rise” Chancel Choir

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Matthew 5:13-20
13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its
taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no
longer good for anything, but is thrown out and
trampled under foot. 14“You are the light of the world.
A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after
lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on
the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.
16In the same way, let your light shine before others,
so that they may see your good works and give glory
to your Father in heaven.
17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or
the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill.
18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass
away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will
pass from the law until all is accomplished.
19Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these
commandments, and teaches others to do the same,
will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but
whoever does them and teaches them will be called
great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you,
unless your righteousness exceeds that of the
scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven.

SERMON
“Salt” Rev. Jeff Gantz

CELEBRATING HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy are you God and worthy are you to be praised.
As we gather around this table to share a meal, we
are mindful of all the meals we eat. Sometimes we
are at home or at a restaurant. Sometimes a meal is
balanced on the console of our car as we shuffle off
to the next activity. Sometimes we cradle a plate in
our lap as we catch our favorite TV show. But Lord,
what always seems to be present is the salt. It flavors
and preserves and gives whatever we are eating that
flavor we have come to expect. We take it for
granted, but we can quickly tell when it is missing.
You are like the salt, Lord, you give depth and
meaning and flavor and distinctiveness to our lives.
And even though we may sometimes take your
presence for granted, you are always here with us.
Today we praise you for your presence as we sing
the ancient hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna
in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Jesus came to be your light and salt in this world.
And he called us to be light and salt too…to flavor
this world with your love and grace. To preserve your
people with acts of justice and love. To be holy and
distinctive…yet at the same time, as ordinary and
common as a salt shaker on a table.
That's who Jesus is. He poured himself into human
form and lived among your creation like a pinch of
salt in a recipe. He pushed away the darkness in this
world like a candle in a room. And even though the
grave tried to act like a bushel to hide his light, His
light keeps on shining.

And before Jesus fulfilled your good news for us all,
He invited us to see ourselves as your salt and light.
To let our love for each other exceed, even the love
that we read about in scriptures. So Jesus showed us
how…
He took bread and broke it and shared it. He took a
cup and poured wine into it and shared it.
And he invited us to share our lives in that same way.
Today we share this meal and proclaim the mystery
of Salt and Light:

Christ has died,
Christ has risen,
and Christ will come again.

Bless this meal and shine your Holy spirit upon us
today. That as we share it, we might also become
your Salt and Light for the world around us. Amen.

SHARING HOLY COMMUNION TOGETHER

COMMUNION SONGS (first and last verses)
“Take Time to Be Holy” #395
Take time to be holy, speak oft with thy Lord;
Abide in Him always, and feed on His Word.
Make friends with God's children,
Help those who are weak,
Forgetting in nothing His blessing to seek.

Take time to be holy, be calm in thy soul,
Each tho't and each motive beneath His control.
Thus led by His Spirit to fountains of love,
Thou soon shall be fitted for service above.
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“Lord, I Want to be a Christian” #402
Lord, I want to be a Christian
in my heart, in my heart;
Lord, I want to be a Christian In my heart.
In my heart, in my heart,
Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart.

Lord, I want to be like Jesus,
in my heart, in my heart;
Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart.
In my heart, in my heart,
Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart.
© Words:Public Domain Music: Public Domain CCLI License # 901579

“Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior” #351
Pass me not, O gentle Savior, hear my humble cry;
While on others Thou art calling, do not pass me by.

Savior, Savior, hear my humble cry;
While on others Thou art calling, do not pass me by.

Thou the Spring of all my comfort,
more than life to me,
Whom have I on earth beside Thee,
Whom in heaven but Thee
© Words:Public Domain Music: Public Domain CCLI License # 901579



“Fill My Cup, Lord” #641
Fill my cup, Lord. I lift it up, Lord.
Come and quench this thirsting of my soul
Bread of Heaven, feed me ‘til I want no more
Fill my cup, fill it up and make me whole.
© Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain CCLI License # 901579

SONG OF RESPONSE
“Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service” #581
Lord whose love in humble service
Bore the weight of human need
Who upon the cross forsaken
Worked Your mercy's perfect deed
We your servants bring the worship
Not of voice alone but heart
Consecrating to Your purpose
Ev'ry gift which You impart

Still Your children wander homeless
Still the hungry cry for bread
Still the captives long for freedom
Still in grief we mourn our dead
As You Lord in deep compassion
Healed the sick and freed the soul
By Your spirit send Your power
To our world to make it whole

As we worship grant us vision
Till Your love's revealing light
In its height and depth and greatness
Dawns upon our quicken sight
Making known the deeds and burdens
Your compassion bids us bear
Stirring us to ardent service
Your abundant life to share
© Words: 1988 Oxford University Press Music: Public Domain CCLI License # 901579

GOING FORTH
Blessed by God’s love and strengthened by God’s
Grace, let us be the church to the people we are with.
Amen.

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God in
honor of Luke Boswell’s 5th Birthday from Amanda,

Andy, & MJ Boswell.

The flowers on the piano are placed by Jim Woodfin
in honor of his mother, Bobbie Sue Woodfin, on her

February 9 birthday.

QR Code provided for your tithes and offerings.
Thank you.


