


ORDER OF WORSHIP
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 5, 2021
11:00AM

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVE WORSHIP
You are invited to use this bulletin during our live worship service at 11:00am on Sunday morning. To access our live
worship, please click here.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: A voice cries out: “Prepare for God’s arrival!”
All: We will get ready for God by clearing a path to

travel.
Leader: Let us smooth out the potholes, fill in the

valleys, and straighten up the curves.
All: Now is the time to get our lives ready! Worship

is one way to clear the path for God! Amen.

HYMN
“Angels from the Realms of Glory” #220
Angels from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o'er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation's story
Now proclaim Messiah's birth:
Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Shepherds, in the field abiding,
Watching o'er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing;
Yonder shines the infant light:
Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Sages, leave your contemplations,
Brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations;
Ye have seen His natal star:
Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Saints, before the altar bending,
Watching long in hope and fear’
Suddenly the Lord, descending,
In His temple shall appear:
Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King.
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried;*

The third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father
almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic** church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
ghost! As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall
be. World without end. Amen. Amen.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH
Reader: As we continue our Advent journey, we hear the
words of the prophet, “Prepare the pathway for God and
make the roads straight!” The prophet invites us to fill
the empty places of our life with hope and faith. He
urges us to not let anything get in the way of
experiencing God’s presence. For God is bringing
salvation and freedom for us all! Today, we light our
candles to remind us to prepare our lives for what God
is doing.

(two candles are lit)

Let us pray together,
Holy God, as we prepare our lives for your coming,
help us to shine your light of hope and faith to
everyone we meet along the way. Help us to be the
light that pushes away the darkness in this world.
Amen.

Sung response: “O Come O Come Emmanuel”
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

PASTORAL PRAYER

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond


THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

SONG OF REFLECTION
“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” #218
It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth,
To touch their harps of gold:
Peace on the earth, good will to men,
From heaven's all gracious King.
The world in solemn stillness lay,
To hear the angels sing.

Still thro' the cloven skies they come
With peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heavenly music floats
O'er all the weary world;
Above its sad and lowly plains,
They bend on hovering wing,
And ever o'er its Babel sounds
The blessed angels sing.

And ye, beneath life's crushing load,
Whose forms are bending low,
Who toil along the climbing way
With painful steps and slow,
Look now! for glad and golden hours
Come swiftly on the wing.
O rest beside the weary road,
And hear the angels sing!

For lo! the days are hastening on,
By prophet bards foretold,
When with the ever-circling years
Shall come the time foretold
When peace shall over all the earth
Its ancient splendors fling,
And the whole world send back the song
Which now the angels sing.
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CHILDREN’S SERMON

OFFERING OUR GIFTS and TITHES

OFFERTORY
“Wonderful Love” Chancel Choir

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Luke 3:1-6
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius,
when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod
was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of
Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of
the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying
out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight. 5Every valley shall be filled, and
every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways
made smooth; 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of
God.’”

SERMON
“The Donkey’s Part” Rev. Jeff Gantz

CELEBRATING HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right to give our thanks and praise to you, Holy God.
You are the one who has sent us messengers
throughout history announcing your presence with us.
Your prophets called us to make the path of our lives
straight and level, so that we would be ready for you.
Each prophet invited us to this task in different ways...to
repent, to serve, to invest in lives of love and peace. It
was John the Baptist that proclaimed your coming
among us in Jesus Christ. So, with all the creatures on
earth and all the creatures of heaven we praise your
name and join in that great hymn:



Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in
the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you, and Holy is your child Jesus, whose birth
we prepare for. We are grateful for all the ways that
other creatures and people helped bring about his birth
at the right time in history.
--For the holy family that accepted the task with faith.
--For the donkey that carried young Mary to the manger.
-- For the donkey that also carried Christ into the last
week of his life. Their role reminds us that we too are
called to carry you and your good news into this world of
ours.
We celebrate and remember that good news in this
meal today. And we remember when Jesus took bread,
broke it, and said, “Take and eat, this is my body, broken
for you.” After the supper, Jesus took the cup and said
“Take and drink this all of you, this is my blood of a new
covenant, poured out for the healing of the world.”
Jesus carried your good news into the world and
commanded us to do the same. So, we carry it now with
us. And we proclaim the great mystery of our faith:

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come
again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us today, Lord, and on this
gift of bread and wine. Make it be for us the body of
Christ, so that on our journey we may be the body of
Christ for others. Amen.

SHARING HOLY COMMUNION TOGETHER

HYMN
“Sing We Now of Christmas” #237
Sing we now of Christmas, Noel, sing we here!
Hear our grateful praises to the Babe so dear.

Sing we Noel, the King is born, Noel!
Sing we now of Christmas, sing we now Noel!

Angels called to shepherds, Leave your flocks at rest,
Journey forth to Bethl'hem, find the child so blest.

In Bethl'hem they found him; Joseph and Mary mild,
Seated by the manger, watching the holy child.

From the eastern country came the kings afar,
Bearing gifts to Bethl'hem, guided by a star.

Gold and myrrh they took there, gifts of greatest price
There was never a stable, so like  paradise
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GOING FORTH
Blessed by God’s love and strengthened by God’s
Grace, let us be the church to the people we are with.
Amen.

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God by Jim
Woodfin, in loving memory of his father, James Woodfin,

and in honor of his mother, Bobbie Sue Woodfin.


