


ORDER OF WORSHIP
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 4, 2022
11:00AM

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVE WORSHIP
You are invited to use this bulletin during our live worship service at 11:00am on Sunday morning. To access our live
worship, please click here.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: In this season of advent, we hear the call to

prepare the way for God’s coming.
All: We prepare for God by making room for hope,

peace, joy, and love in our lives.
Leader: May we make room for those things in our

worship today. You are invited to hope in God’s
promise, to find peace in God’s presence, to love
others as God loves you, and to share in The
Lord’s joy.

All: We come to make room for God in our lives!
Amen.

HYMN
“Angels from the Realms of Glory” #220
Angels from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o'er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation's story
Now proclaim Messiah's birth:
Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Shepherds, in the field abiding,
Watching o'er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing;
Yonder shines the infant light:
Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Sages, leave your contemplations,
Brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations;
Ye have seen His natal star:
Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Saints, before the altar bending,
Watching long in hope and fear’
Suddenly the Lord, descending,
In His temple shall appear:
Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King.
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried;*
The third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father
almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic** church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
ghost! As it was in the beginning, it is now and ever shall
be. World without end. Amen. Amen.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH
8:30 Curtis Family 11:00 Cantu Family

Reader: In the days when Jesus began his ministry,
John the Baptist announced a word of hope: He said,
“The One who is more powerful than I am is coming
after me! And He is bringing the gift of salvation!” On
this second Sunday of Advent, we light two candles as a
sign of our hope in God. Hope brings light into the
darkness. And hope helps us stay focused on what we
each need to do to be God’s people. In all things, may
we have hope in God. Amen.

Sung response: “O Come O Come Emmanuel”
O come, thou Wisdom from on high, and order all
things far and nigh; to us the path of knowledge
show and cause us in her ways to go. Rejoice!
Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

PASTORAL PRAYER

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond


THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

SONG OF REFLECTION
“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” #218
It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth,
To touch their harps of gold:
Peace on the earth, good will to men,
From heaven's all gracious King.
The world in solemn stillness lay,
To hear the angels sing.

Still thro' the cloven skies they come
With peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heavenly music floats
O'er all the weary world;
Above its sad and lowly plains,
They bend on hovering wing,
And ever o'er its Babel sounds
The blessed angels sing.

And ye, beneath life's crushing load,
Whose forms are bending low,
Who toil along the climbing way
With painful steps and slow,
Look now! for glad and golden hours
Come swiftly on the wing.
O rest beside the weary road,
And hear the angels sing!

For lo! the days are hastening on,
By prophet bards foretold,
When with the ever-circling years
Shall come the time foretold
When peace shall over all the earth
Its ancient splendors fling,
And the whole world send back the song
Which now the angels sing.
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PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SHARING OUR GIFTS
Your financial gift makes a difference in people's lives!
Together we can continue the teachings of Christ!

OFFERTORY
“Gesu Bambino, O Come Let
Us Adore Him, O Holy Night”

Dean Jones, piano

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Matthew 3:1-12
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the
wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of
whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The
voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the
way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” 4Now John
wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey.
5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going
out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and
they were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins.
7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees
coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up
children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the
root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11“I
baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is
more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy
to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and
he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat
into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”

SERMON
“The Unquenchable Fire” Rev. Jeff Gantz



CELEBRATING HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right to give our thanks and praise to you, Holy God.
For you have never stopped seeking to be a part of our
lives. Throughout history you sent messengers who
announced your presence with us and invited us to
make our lives ready for your coming. They called us to
repent, to be more hospitable, to show kindness, and to
trust your voice when you call us to change our hearts.
Like those who gathered around the river's edge with
John the Baptist, we gather here to start fresh and
proclaim our faith in you. Together we share in the
words of the ancient hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in
the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you, and Holy is your son Jesus; whose
second coming we now wait for with hope. John told us
that Jesus would come with fire and an ax. And that's
exactly what Jesus did. He fashioned his ax from the
wood of the cross and the steel of the nails in his hands.
His fire is the Holy Spirit that continues to dance over
the heads of the church today. And there are times
when the fire of His love seems so bright that the
darkness of this world doesn’t stand a chance.

Before Jesus gave us his life for that love, He gathered
his disciples around a table to share a meal. He took
bread, broke it, and told them to eat it, for it was his
body, broken for the world. He would take the cup and
invite them to drink, saying that this was his blood of a
new promise. A promise that his fire would never burn
out. We come in remembrance of this as we proclaim
the mystery of our faith:

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come
again.

Pour out your Holy fire on us today, Lord, and on this gift
of bread and wine. Make it be for us the body of Christ,
so that in this season of advent, we too might shine your
grace and love to the world. Amen.

SHARING HOLY COMMUNION TOGETHER

HYMN
“Sing We Now of Christmas” #237
Sing we now of Christmas, Noel, sing we here!
Hear our grateful praises to the Babe so dear.

Sing we Noel, the King is born, Noel!
Sing we now of Christmas, sing we now Noel!

Angels called to shepherds, Leave your flocks at rest,
Journey forth to Bethl'hem, find the child so blest.

In Bethl'hem they found him; Joseph and Mary mild,
Seated by the manger, watching the holy child.

From the eastern country came the kings afar,
Bearing gifts to Bethl'hem, guided by a star.

Gold and myrrh they took there, gifts of greatest price
There was never a stable, so like  paradise
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GOING FORTH
Blessed by God’s love and strengthened by God’s
Grace, let us be the church to the people we are with.
Amen.

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God in honor
of Lane’s 11th birthday from his siblings, Kate, Dean,

and Hayes Kellner.


