


ORDER OF WORSHIP
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

DECEMBER 26, 2021
10:00AM

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVE WORSHIP
You are invited to use this bulletin during our live worship service at 11:00am on Sunday morning. To access our live
worship, please click here.

PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: God’s love has come to the earth.
People: We come to sing with joy!
Leader: Because of Christmas, we are God’s children

now, chosen to walk with Christ.
People: The birth of Christ will forever change us.

May all of creation sing and worship at his
feet. Amen.

HYMN
“Joy To The World” #246
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room,
And heav'n and nature sing,
And heav'n and nature sing,
And heav'n and heav'n and nature sing.

Joy to the world the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love,and wonders of His love,
And wonders wonders of His love.
© Words and Music Public Domain CCLI License # 901579

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried;*

The third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father
almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic** church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
ghost! As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall
be. World without end. Amen. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Colossians 3:12-21
12As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if
anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each
other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also
must forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love,
which binds everything together in perfect harmony.
15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which
indeed you were called in the one body. And be
thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly;
teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs to God. 17And whatever you do, in word
or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond


SONG OF REFLECTION
“What Child is This?” #219
What Child is this who, laid to rest,
On Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?

This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The Babe, the Son of Mary.

Why lies He in such mean estate
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christians, fear, for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh,
Come peasant, king, to own Him;
The King of kings salvation brings,
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
© Words and Music Public Domain CCLI License # 901579

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SHARING OUR GIFTS
“There’s a Song in the Air” Chuck Wharton

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Luke 2:41-52
41Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the
festival of the Passover. 42And when he was twelve
years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43When
the festival was ended and they started to return, the
boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents
did not know it. 44Assuming that he was in the group of
travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to
look for him among their relatives and friends. 45When
they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to
search for him. 46After three days they found him in the
temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them
and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him
were amazed at his understanding and his answers.
48When his parents saw him they were astonished; and
his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us
like this? Look, your father and I have been searching
for you in great anxiety.” 49He said to them, “Why were
you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be
in my Father’s house?” 50But they did not understand
what he said to them. 51Then he went down with them
and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His
mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52And

Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine
and human favor.

SERMON
“A Christmas Game of Hide
and Seek”

Rev. Jeff Gantz

HYMN
“Go Tell It on the Mountain” #251
Go tell it on the mountain
Over the hills and ev'rywhere
Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born

While shepherds kept their watching
O'er silent flocks by night
Behold throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light

The shepherds feared and trembled,
When lo! Above the earth,
Rang out the angel chorus
That hailed the Savior’s birth.

Down in a lowly manger
The humble Christ was born
And God sent us salvation
That blessed Christmas morn
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GOING FORTH
Blessed by God’s love and strengthened by God’s
Grace, let us be the church to the people we are with.
Amen.

The altar flowers are given by Anna Davis to the Glory
of God.

Wishing the congregation at St. John’s a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.


