


ORDER OF WORSHIP
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 19, 2021
8:30 & 11:00AM

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVE WORSHIP
You are invited to use this bulletin during our live worship service at 11:00am on Sunday morning. To access our live
worship, please click here.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Worship is a time to lift up your soul before God.

To give thanks and to seek God’s spirit.
People: This is the time to proclaim that God has

done great things for us!
Leader: And God continues to do great things. For the

birth of Jesus means that God is doing
something new!

People: So we come to lift up our souls and give
thanks! We come to proclaim with the angels:
Glory to God in the highest! Amen.

HYMN
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” #234
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels;

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come,  let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal,
Lo, He shuns not the Virgin’s womb;
Son of the Father, begotten, not created;

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation;
O sing,  all ye citizens of heav'n above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried;* The third day he rose from the dead; he
ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of
God the Father almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic** church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
ghost! As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall
be. World without end. Amen. Amen.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
Reader: When Mary visited her cousin Elizebeth, both of
their lives were forever changed. Knowing that her life
would be different, Mary sang her heart out, “My soul
magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, for He has looked on me with joy!” Today we
share Mary’s joyful song.

We light four candles for our last week of advent. Four
candles will make the path bright. It will help us to see
the miracles of God better and be filled with wonder.

(Four candles lit)

Let us pray together,
God of Joyful expectation, come to us today. May
the miracles of our life fill us with wonder and awe,
as they did Mary. May your presence in this world
cause our hearts to leap and our spirits to jump as
they did Elizabeth. Come and fill us with your joy.
Amen.

Sung response: “O Come O Come Emmanuel”
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee,
O Israel.

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond


SONGS OF REFLECTION
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” #229
Infant holy, Infant lowly, for His bed a cattle stall;
Oxen lowing,  little knowing,
Christ the Babe is Lord of all.
Swift are winging, angels singing,
Noels ringing, tidings bringing:
Christ the Babe is Lord of all.

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping
Vigil till the morning new
Saw the glory, heard the story tidings of a gospel true.
Thus rejoicing. free from sorrow,
Praises voicing,  greet the morrow:
Christ the Babe was born for you
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“Away in a Manger” #217
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever, and love me I pray;
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there.
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CHILDREN’S SERMON

OFFERING OUR GIFTS and TITHES
“Noel, Sing We Noel” Chancel Choir

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Luke 1:39-56
39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a
Judean town in the hill country, 40where she entered the
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And
why has this happened to me, that the mother of my
Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound
of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy.
45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a

fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 46And
Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit
rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he has looked with favor
on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all
generations will call me blessed; 49for the Mighty One
has done great things for me, and holy is his name.
50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to
generation. 51He has shown strength with his arm; he
has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with
good things, and sent the rich away empty. 54He has
helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,
55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to
Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 56And Mary
remained with her about three months and then returned
to her home.

SERMON
“An Advent Pregnancy” Rev. Jeff Gantz

HYMN
“The First Noel” #245
The first Noel the angel did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter's night that was so deep.

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, Born is the King of Israel.

They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the east beyond them far;
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night.

And by the light of that same star
Three wise men came from country far;
To seek for a king was their intent,
And to follow the star wherever it went.

This star drew nigh to the northwest,
O'er Bethlehem it took its rest;
And there it did both stop and stay,
Right over the place where Jesus lay.

Then entered in those wise men three,
Full rev'rently upon the knee,
And offered there in His presence,
Their gold and myrrh and frankincense.
© Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain CCLI License # 901579



GOING FORTH
Blessed by God’s love and strengthened by God’s
Grace, let us be the church to the people we are with.
Amen.

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God.
Happy Sweet 16, Emma!

Love, Mom, Scott, Aubrey, Dani, and Drew


