


ORDER OF WORSHIP
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 18, 2022
8:30 & 11:00AM

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVE WORSHIP
You are invited to use this bulletin during our live worship service at 11:00am on Sunday morning. To access
our live worship, please click here.

PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:   It is said that faith is a place of mystery,
where we find the courage to believe in things that
we can’t yet see.
All: Faith is where we let go of our need to be

certain.
Leader: In the midst of uncertainty, God appeared to

Mary and Joseph. And God gave them the
courage to believe in a new possibility for their
life.

All: We too come to God with faith! May our
worship give us the courage to believe
that anything is possible. God! Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE
“The First Noel” #245
The first Noel the angel did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter's night that was so deep.

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.

They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the east beyond them far;
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night.

And by the light of that same star
Three wise men came from country far;
To seek for a king was their intent,
And to follow the star wherever it went.

This star drew nigh to the northwest,
O'er Bethlehem it took its rest;
And there it did both stop and stay,
Right over the place where Jesus lay.

Then entered in those wise men three,
Full rev'rently upon the knee,

And offered there in His presence,
Their gold and myrrh and frankincense.
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son,
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried;*
The third day he rose from the dead; he ascended
into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the
Father almighty; from thence he shall come to judge
the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic** church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy ghost! As it was in the beginning, is now and
ever shall be. World without end. Amen. Amen.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES
8:30 Kail Family 11:00 Lockwood Family
Leader: Before Jesus was born, the angel appeared
to Joseph and announced a word of love and
courage:

“Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife,
for the child in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will
bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he
will save his people.”
On this fourth Sunday of Advent, we light these
candles as a sign of God’s invitation to us all— To be
apart of What God is doing in the world.

May we all have the courage to join in the birth of
Christ, our savior.
.Amen.

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond


All: (Sung response)
O come, o come, Emmanuel, and ransom
captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile
here until the son of God appears. Rejoice!
Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O
Israel.

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

SONG OF REFLECTION
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” #240
Hark! The herald angels sing,
Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled.
Joyful, all ye nations rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With th'angelic hosts proclaim,
Christ is born in Bethlehem!
Hark! The herald angels sing,
Glory to the newborn King!

Christ, by highest heav'n adored;
Christ, the everlasting Lord;
Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring of the Virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
Hail th'incarnate Deity,
Pleased with us in flesh to dwell,
Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
Glory to the newborn King!

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris'n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,

Born that we no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing,
Glory to the newborn King!
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PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SHARING OUR GIFTS
Your financial gift makes a difference in people's
lives! Together we can continue the teachings of
Christ!

OFFERTORY
“Bells of Christmas”

Randa Bush and Claudia Dyle

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Matthew 1:18-25
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah* took place in
this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged
to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to
dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved
to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will
bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he
will save his people from their sins.’ 22All this took
place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet:
23 ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel’,
which means, ‘God is with us.’ 24When Joseph awoke
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord



commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no
marital relations with her until she had borne a son;
and he named him Jesus.

SERMON
“Decisions” Rev. Jeff Gantz

SONG OF RESPONSE
“Angels We Have Heard on High” #238
Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o'er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains.

Gloria, In excelsis Deo! Gloria, In excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heav'nly song?

Come to Bethlehem and see
Christ whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

See Him in a manger laid,
Whom the choirs of angels praise;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,
While our hearts in love we raise.
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GOING FORTH
Blessed by God’s love and strengthened by God’s
Grace, let us be the church to the people we are with.
Amen.

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God.
Happy 17th Birthday to my Sweet Emma Grace.

Love, Mom and Scott

QR Code provided for your tithes and offerings.
Thank you.


